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Practical Discourse 
cbliCEitNiJiG A 

Future JudgmeiMi 

XVIL ACTS 31, 

htcaufe be bath ap feinted a day in the wbicb hi wiU^ 

judge tbe world in rizbteou/nefsy hy that man whom 

be bath ordained ^ whereof be bath gi'Vftn ajitrance 

linto aU meny in that be batSraifed bimfrom the 

dead. 

The I ii T R d D ti ^ T 1 1> K. 
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A V I N G in a former Treatifc dif- 
cours'd largelj^ concerning Death, thrt 
i^exc thing CO be oonfider d is^udgmenc; 
,^^^^ _^^_ forfotheApoftletellsus,^/^er/ie^fj&ric9W^*-**- 
jUd^ekh And arery^rave and ferious Thoughc / 
it is, if ever men will be ferious : For nothing can 
ke of greater concernment to us than a Future * 
. B - . Jud^- 
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A V radical Difcmrfe amcerning 

Judgment^ which will determine our Fixml Statci 
aud Coaditionto Efsmity^ ;. ^ .. - 
In creating on thisSubje^j I fhall.ohierve this 

Method : 

1. Enquire what AiTurance we have of a Fu- 
ture Judgment. 

2. The Time when this Judgment fhall be : 
God bath dffoimeda d^^ fbtlt. 

;. Who &all be oiur Judge i G0J ^Uiu^e the 
v/orld^Asut not imrnccRately ty himfelfi but h 
that man whom, be hatb ordain d^ that iSy by Chrift 
Jeluf, whois a Mm, juid the Son d, Mi% « 
well as the Eternal Son of God. 

4. The Publick and Awful Solemjdities of Judg- 
ment. 

f. The Perfons who fliallbe judged^ thtWorldy 
or all Mankind. 
* 

6. . For what we fcall be judged, whatever we 
. have done in this bodj^ v^etber it be good or bad. 

7. TheRulewherebyw:eihall be judged, and 
^e Righteoufiiefs of the Judgment. 
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CHAP. L 

Tie Prifaf pf a future J^Jgrnent. 

I'N treadng af Deatii^ there wds nd n«ed to 
proir^^lliatailmeAmuftdie >^fortfaiHs too vi^ 
[fe to be <3etiied j but judgment isnot ieen^ nor 
can it be feen^ beoiuife it is not yet 2 Co^ld meni 
indeed Jook into the other world^ the^ woHli 
Toon be'tfonvjnced^ by the difierent ftate of good 
and bdd men tbere^ ^t God has gptK>inted a Da jr 
for Judgment j but that is an invUible ftate to us, 
and the thoughts of /adgment are fo uneafy ta'^ 
bad men now ^ that they are reiy unwilling to' 
believe it ; and this makes it necettary to lay the' 
Foundation of all in the Pr4X)f of a Future Judgp- 
ment. ..... 

Now there are two wdys of proving this: Firft/ 
By the Prlnciplesof Reafon. Secondly, By Re- 
Violation. By Reafon w6 can prove, that God will 
•fudge the worlds as that fip:nfics that God will| 
call all men to an account tor their Aftions, and 
that he will reward good men^ and fiuhifli the 
wicked in the next world. This the^ Heathens . 
thenifclves dilcovered by the light of Nature j 
they talked Very much or the Infernal Judges.and 
of the Rewards aifid Punishments of good and bad' 
iiien after Death ; and therefore in this fenfe. did 
belieVe a Future Judgnient: But yet the Revela- 
tion of the Gofpel has given us a more plain and 
'Undeniable affurance of this,, and has difcovered 
.Ibmething more than the light of- Nature could 
difcoven The light of Nature and Reafon may 

B 2^ fatisfy 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A PraSical DifcoUrfe cmtrnitig 

fatisfy us, as it did theHeathens, that God will re^ 
ward good men, and punifli the wicked, in tte 
next world j but it could not tell us, that God 
had appointed ^generalDay of Judgmcrit,wherc- 
^n. all the dead (hall rffe ag^rn out of their Gravesy 
and re-aflume their Bodies, and be fummoned to 
Jud^ent ; it could hot tell us who Ihall bo our 
Judge, wirf^ what Glory ^dMaicfty he {hallap- 
pear^ and with what I^mp^ and awful and terri- 
ble Solemnitii^s he fhall ^udge us; The world 
jcnew nothing of this, before the Gc^pel was 
preached; for it depends wholly tipon the will 
and pleafure of God, and therefore can be known 
only by Retelation. 

. I Ihail begin with t^e Proofe from |tearon,and 
ftew you what moral Evidence and ^Aflurance 
wf liave, that God will judge the wpi;ld, as that 
fignifies, that he will reward good men, and pu- 
nifli the wicked in the next world j and thisJProof 
confift« of fe\'^eral Branches j and though each 
particular confidcred apart by it fclf, may not be 
thought Sufficient; yet if we unite.tHem intf>one, 
and lake them in their natural order , they add 
fuch light and ftrength to each other, thatlper- 
fuade my felf theywill convince any man of a 
future Judgment, who is notobftinately refolvcd 
againft this belief. 

S E C T. L 

That Man is hy Nature an AccomtahU Creahtte. 

FJrft then, I obfen;^e, That the verymake and 
ffame, and condition of Human Natui:e^ 
proves that man is an accountable Creature, who 

cant 
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can give an account of his A<%6ns^ and tjkereforc 
may be called to an account ibr them ; and that 
is a ftrohg prefumptionehat he will be called to an 
account^. thstt: is, that he willbe judged. Thereare 
four diings neceifary to make any fieing accounta* 
We : I. That he rave a Principle of Reafon to 
Juiow what he does, and to judge for himfelf. 
2. That he have a Rule to live by, to dired him - 
what to do, and what to ^void. ; • That he have * 
lH)erty of Choice, and the free gov^emment of 
his own Adions. 4. That he be an inferior and 
'fiibordinate Creature, who has fome above hin^ 
to call him to an account. 

I. As for the firft, we know a Beaft, which is 
governed by Inftinft, not by Reafon, can't be 
judged, becaufe liicii, brute Creatures know not 
what they do, and thefefore can give no account 
what they do ,• which isthe Cafe alio of Infants, 
of Fools ami Mad-men, Who muft be governed, 
that they may do no hairt, but can't be judged 1 
buta reafbnableCrcature, as Man is,^ who knows 
what he does, and can judge of his own Anions, 
may be judged for them too; 

n. Where there is no Rule to live by, there is 
nothing: to be judged for ,- when nothing is com« 
manded, and nothing forbid, all Adions^re alike 
indii&rent ^ and in this cafe there is no other Rulo 
but for every man to pleafe himfelJv and to do 
what he likes beft ^ and he who does fo, gives a 
good account of himfelf, and cannot be blanved 
tor it : If there were no Rule of Good and Evil, 
there could be no place for Rewards and Punilh-- 
mencs, and confequently no place for Judgment.^ 
But when we liaveaRule to live by, as ail Marw 
^ B3 ... ^'^A 
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kindhair03* iejidtier the Jji^i of Nature^ or thW to^ 
yeafed WiH of God, we may doeitlier good or 
pyil^ ?|i^:)m^y defttve dudi^ Rewards^or PuMfii-^ 
'pe4i©i ?(nd jdheii we Way be judged too. 
• . J[IL Whatever Bdoig adbby tfeeeflficycc Fa«, 
npf l^iChfliQe^ is no motte capable oifheittg judged 
thaiith^ Winds ac^ Seaiaro, ortoy other.natucal 
jand^e^ell^FyCaufes; forwherediere'^ndehokey 
thei^i U iieithcr mbnd good nor ctH : 9ut Man is 
k;frQei Agent> Who not diily knows die di&isnse 
jb^wp^A^^^d aad e^l^^ bit oan dmfe theigpod^ 
iajpid irefitie. the evil, and tbeipdbrehe is capable of 
praife or blame, of rewards or puniftments, for 
jthe good or evil which he does ,• that is, he may 
Ibe caUe4 tp «n 9<xx>|3at, and be judged for wha^ 
lueSoes. 

* r Efpcciailyj IV. If he-be ail Inferioc,andfubordi* 
nate Greatuie, who has a Supmor to judge him : 
f Q jUdgeifldeed is aaaft of Superior Authorityand^ 
power, and therefore lliofe who have noiBaabove 
jthem, cannot be judged ; but an Inferior, is by 
i^e condition, of his nature, or drcumftances of 
life, obnpxious to the Judgment of his Superiors j| 
for the very notion of a Superior and Infifrior fig- 
ijifies tb goverii^ and to be governed ; to judge, 
land to be judged. An Inferior is obnoxkms to. 
toe Jud^eiit of his Superior, who may jtidge 
him if he pleafes ,* and this is the condition of all 
Mankipd, if we bplievethatthere isaGodaboy^ 
us, who is bur NaturaH,ord. ' 
' Sq that Man by his very nature andcondition 
|yas tnade to be judged ^ which is a very good ar*^ 
gument that he fliaU be judged , if we will bu^ 
allow, that God will govern all Creatures accord- 
ing to their natures j which is effen;ial to the Wif- 
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Pnture ^WGMBNT. 7 

A>m and* JtLftioe of his Gotemntehtr As to take 
a particiifer review of tMs matter. • 

1. If It be haturaRy detent and fitting, that a 
f eafonabte Creature mould Af^ a reafon of his 
AAtons^i why ihoul^ we doubt, whetHcr the wife 
Oovemor <^ the World wfll require a reafon of. 
him^ and call him «o anacifount? Reafon mafes 
us capable of giving an account of our A<^ons, 
and which fe more than that, it make? us fenlible, 
that we ought to g^e ah account j our own minds 
exad an account of us, aiid when we cannotgive a 
.good acCOulnit to our frfves, weblulh aIon$, whe|i 
nobody fees us j nay, Reafon makes us fo liable to 
jgive an adcoimt, that it requires no Authority 
to ask it, it -is what we owcf to al! Mankind, and 
ihe meaiieft man may expeft it from us, as well 
» our Jtid^ J and When we cannot give a rea- 
ibnable atfcouwtof our Acfions^ a Child or Beg- 
gar fliall fhame and confound us, whatever our 
Quality or <^harader be. And it would feem 
ilrange^ if Reaibn fbould make us accountable to 
all the Werrid but only to God, who is the Sove- 
reign Lord ctf all ,• that G<)d ihpuld make us ac- 
countable to ourfelves, and to all othir reafona-^ 
ble Beings, but not to Mmfelf. 

2. If GOD have given man a Rule of Life, 
and a natural Meafure of Good and Evil, can it be 
thought that he will require no account of him, 
whether he keeps or breaks thefe Laws ? For tQ 
what purpofe then did he give 'em ? How con-? 
temptible are Laws without a SHndicn, or a Sanr 
Aion without a Judge ik) difpenee Rewards and Pur 
niftiments ? To give Laws without taking notice 
how they are oblervod, or puuilhixni; die breach 
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of tbem^ is fo very abfurd^ that pty Hum^ii 
'Governnicnt was ever wholly giuky of fuch 
Folly ,• and why fiiould wc charge God with 
^ch Abfiifdicies in Goyemment^ as would be 
ridiculous in Men ? If we will jbut allew God a^ 
much Wifdotp ai^d Dif^retiop as an Earthly 
l^rince, w^ may certainly coTiQludd> Th^t if Kc 
nave given Laws tonnen^ hew|ll judge them by 
thofe Layi^s. 

' 5- There isnoway of governing a &€{e.Agen|: 
as man is^ but by Hqpos and Fears^ by Rewards 
^^d Puniihments ; For Forte and Violence is not 
the Government of a free Agents b^cj^ufe it de^ 
ilroys its liberty ^ fo that if God govern Mankind 
^t all^ he ipuft judge them: th^t is^ hemuft 
Reward or Punffh them according to the Good 

{>r Evil they doi andthopgh this 4o€$ not direA^ 
,Y and immediately prove a Futurp Judgment^ ytt 
it is a fair ftep towards it> as will appear mojre 
hereafter: All th^tldefiretoconcludsfrqm hence 
at prefent is only this. That if Gpd govern Men 
like reafonable Creatures, he muft judge them ; 
juid if we have as great, aiTuranc^ that God wiH 
judge the world,^^ we have that he governs it^ 

{here is an end of this Difpute, to.meo who be-^ 
ieve a God and a Providence. 

Nay, inde^ we need only fuppofe that man 
was made by a wife Beings to prove that he fhall 
be judged ,• i. e. that lie (ball be rewarded or pUr 
hiflied for all the Good pr^ Evil that he does in 
the world ,• for a Wife Being will take care to 
govern the Creatures which he makes, and to 
govern them in fuch a wavas Is agreeable to the 
Nature he has given theml and fmce Man, who. 
is a free Agent, can be goremed only by Hope§ 



and 
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stud Fears, God would never have made m^n; 
iiad he not intended to judge hhn ; that isy he 
'wouM never have made fuch a Creature as <;:aii 
be governed only by the hope of Rewards, and 
by the fear of Priniftments, had he not refol- 
ved to lay tiiefe reftiaints upon him, to Reward 
and PunUh him accoiding to his Works. HoV 
neceflary Rewards and Puniftments are to the 
i^oremmeiit of Mankind we fee iii Human 
Soaedts, which cannot fubfift without them : 
fiotwithftanding the fevereftLaws,- and the feve- 
reft Executions, every Age, and every Country 
produces great prodigies of Wickednefs, which 
no doubt would be touch greater and more nur 
xmrotiSy were there nxi Laws and Government tp 
reftrainthem i and wh<en the univdrfal experience 
of Mankind convinces the World of the neceffity 
of Laws and Government, why fbould we thins 
that die Wife Maker of Man fbould not over-awe 
him alio with a fenfe'of his own Power and Ju- 
ftke, which is amore effedual reilraint than the 
Rods and Axes of Princes ? 
' 4. 'Thus if man by the condition of his Nature 
bc^in inferior depending Creature, he is by Na- 
ture accountable to God, who is his Sovereign 
Lord^ and this is a gOed Ai^gument that he muft 
give an account of himfelf to God: For there is 
no reafon to think that God will not call Man to 
an account, when he has made hirri by nature ac- 
countable to himfelf; for the nature of things is 
the moil certain Rule to know how God will go-' 
vern them j at leaft the nature of things is a ilrong 
prefuraption, unlefs there be plain and pofitive 
evidence to the contrary. He who acknowledges, 
that. map ^ by fJaturiJ an inferior ^Creature,wh6 
• r. , "is 
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Ih accountable to God for all his, AAiottf, HosA 
relfbnably take it for gpmted^ withput any fuj?r 
ther proofj that God wHl ju4ge hiofi^ aiid call 
him to an account j for Gojdhasdecbfed his tnip "* 
tentions to judge him> by lasaMng hi^ fttcb a 
Creature as is to be judged: And there is isot'io^ 
i^nce and fhew of Reafon to &y^ tlmt God ^w^i 
iiot take an account of nma> whom he has fay 
naturemade an accountable Creature^ unlefiwe 
can produce a plain and es^preis RcTeteckin of 
God's Will^ that he wiU not judge Mahkiod, 
No man can prove by Rea^bdj that God iniiSk 
not judge Mankind^ for no reatbn can be good 
a^inft the nature of ^ui^^ and the nature of 
things do moft reafonabfy prove a Judgrnqot ;-aiid 
therefore we ought to take it for granted^ that 
God will judge die Worlds 4tt we lee a piaitt R^ 
velation^ that he will not. , 

This is worth 'Obierving^ becaufe it puts die 
proof upon thofe who de'ny a Judgmei^^ where 
in reafonit ong^ to lye : l^t tkQit who have the 
reafbn and nature of diii^igs oti itheir (ide^ haire as 

S^ood natural evidence as they can have^ aad need 
eek no farther j but thofe who will believe comra*- 
ly to the nature of things^ ought to prove their 
l^xempdon from the Xaws and Condition of their 
Nature. 

I defire youferioufly to confider this, and to 
lay it to heart, for it. is a very feniible Argument, 
and if well managed^ will convince you how 
' foolifh and unrealonable all your hopes are of 
efcaping the Judgment of God, unlefs you have 
fome fecreC Revelation of this, which the reft of 
Mankind -know nothing of: To reprefent this 
as plainly and familiarly as i can^ give me 

leavQ 
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ksrre to adc you fbme few quefliom, or m-^ 
thor feiJoofly ask jtxiir felves fuch i^pieftioxis as 

IX^ doii hope that God iviU not ja^me ? 
Am I not obnoxious to ihe Judgment or God ? 
Ami notUs Creatore^didhcnotmy Sovmdign 
Lord* i And^is he not then my Judge I And why 
iOiould I eatped*' thai: iny Natural Lord arid Jud^e 
wStnot judj^ ta& ? Do not Parents judge their 
Chifdren^ and 'Madbirs tioeir Servants^aiid Prmces 
t^r SnbjeAs/ and all Superiors their Inferiors/ 
ahd can 1 diink that Oodalone^ who i^ ihe Sove- 
reign Lord of aHy and fboxn Whom all inferior 
Power imd Authority i( derived^ fhould not him- 
felf joilg^ hi^ Creatures? Has God renounced his 
Authority^ or is the eicercife of it too trouble- 
fostne to him ? Hashe made u$ accountable Crea* 
tnies^ but «o give no accmmit ? Has he made us 
in Sub)eAion>t6 himfeif^ to exercife no Authority 
over us ^ We had better fay, riiat God has made 
vs all Sovbpcign, independent, unaccountable 
ereatljres, which is lefe abfurd than to fay,, 
that God is our Sovereign Lord, but will not 
judge us, that is, will not e»rcife his Sbvereiga 
Authority. 

AH this-feems to be fclf-evideiit, ahd to carry 
its own proof and conridiion with k; and th^re 
is butoneEvafion that I know of, by theihelp of 
which men flatter themfelvesftill into the^ Opini- 
on,.. that God will not judge them, oratleaft, 
that it is not evident from the Light of Nature, 
that he will^ and that is, that all this proves in- 
deedj tbajt God may judge us, if hepleafe, but not 
that Jie will: we are his Creatures^and obncxxious 
to his Power and Juftice, and this proves, that he 

ni:iy 
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X r • A Praflical Difceurft concttuhg 

'may judlge us if he pleafe^ but he is tinder no' 
foFce^ and therefore if he {>leafb alfo he may not 
judge us ; and while this is poffible^ Men: who. 
iQve their Slns^ are. apt to fbtter themfblyes that 
God will not judge ^em. 

Now. this; is no Objedion to us Chriftians^ 
who have a plain and expiefsReyelation of God's 
Will in ithk pointy that he will judge the World, 
tho it is an additional fatisfaftion to iee^ that the 
nature and reafonof Things do (b well agree widi 
Revelation j but however, at prefent; I (haU fet 
afide Revelation , and ccmfiderwhethor what I, 
have now difcourfed, do not as well prove, thiit 
God wii^ as. that he may judge the world. 
. Now to prove this, 1 ; will only fup^fe one 
Principle , which I willjthaniuio; man ;to gr^t 
me ; That what the reafon and mture of mings . 
' proves ought to be done, that God will d6 j for : 
though God' is under na forceJ.and msqeffity, yet 
his own Nature is a Rufe and Law t^ tmH ; what 
ought to done, every v^ife and good and juft 
Being will do, and therefore God will certainly 
doitj who is infinite WifiU>m j and what the na- 
ture of Things require to be done, that is the 
prefcriptionof his ownWifdom, for h^ made aU 
dungs, and therefore by giving fuch natures to 
his &eaturesj he has made a Law for faimfelf, 
{and fafficiently declared what he intends to do. 
Now let any man confider what I have already 
difcourfcd, and tell me, whether a rejafonablc* 
Creature, who is a free Agent, and under the 
Power and Authority of a Superior, who pre-, 
fcribes him the Laws and Rules of A^ftion^ ought 
. not to be called to an account for his^Aions j 
whether a wife Father, or a wife Prince wcmli 

not 
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iiot'do this ; and whether tic be not a ^eat neg- 
left ahd fault in the Superior^ if it be not done ? 
Fm fare all Mankind would think fo ,* and then 
we muff grants thatthe flate and condition of Hu- 
man Nature proves, that Gpd not ofdytnay, but 
will ju^e the World; unlejfs we can fuppofo 
that he w91be guil|y of fuch a negled^ as would 
be thou j^ a great fault among men. 

There^aue fome things indeed, which we can*^ 
not kfiQw' that God win do, without a Revela- 
tion ; futbfree and arbitrary adsof Goodne^^as 
, he hiatd no way obli^ himfelf to , iior had 
given aiiy natural notice of, fuch as is the whole 
Oeconomy of Man's Salvation by Jefus Chrift : 
but what either his ow{i nature, or the nature of 
Tiniigs, which he has made,, exads from him, 
that we may b^ lure a wife and juft. and good 
BeiDg will do. 

"pQT though God is under no force and con* 
ftraint, yethe muftbecaufe he wiil^a^t agreeably 
to his own Nature, and to the, nature ot tilings; 
and we may as well fay, that we arenot fure that 
God ' will do what is Goo>d> and Juft and Wife , 
•becaufe he is under no force to do it; as that he 
will not judge Mankind : For to judge the World 
is as effential to the Sovereignty of God, as to 
'do what is wife and good is to his Wifdom and 
Goodnefs : And k is as abfurd to fay, that God 
is the Sovereign Lord of the World,but need not 
exercife his Sovereign Authority in governing or 
judging Mankind, as to fay, that God is infinite 
Wifdom and Goodneft, but need never do what 
is wife or good: Such dormant and unacftive Per* 
feAionsare a contradidion to the very notion of 
a God, whofe JNature is a pur^ and fimple A<*, 

au 
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^ Life and Energy ; if he be good, he will do 
good ; and if he be theSbvereignLordUidldidge 
^f the World, he u^Bl' Govern and Judge Maoh 
kind. 

This is jthe Arft natuml Evidence of a. Fiarare 
Judgment, mkcti from ehe SBisune and C^didoii 
of Human 'Nature, which I have infiftiid on 
much longer than I Intended, for the: nipre t 
riiink of If, die mote plain and convinclhg it 
ieettas to be i for what imagbiaUe tc$ftm Isthei^ 
to queftion, whether God Wfil judge Manldnd, 
when he hasmade man ftA fiach a Creature, as 
he muil hs^e made him, if he had intended to 
judge' him; endowed him MHith Reafodi ^ind Vxt- 
demanding^ and Ubeity . of Choice, ^ven him 
Laws and Rules of A^on, and made him i^ fub^ 
je(5tion to Himfelf, obnoxious to his ownPowef 
and Juftice ; which areplain natural ItkdicationSj^ 
that God does intend to VU bim to an account? 

SECT. IL 

The eJJeHtial Differences between Good and Ewty and \ 
the NktUrat Notions -we haVe of G O D, frovie 4 
. Fnture yudgmenf. 

IL ^npH E eflential Differences between Good 
A and Evil, prove that Mankind ought to 
be judged; and this is fomewhat more than that 
God has made Man fuch a Creature as is by na- 
ture accountable, and may be judged : Juft as 
much more as the difference is between may be 
^ndfnufihQ'y for though, as I obferved before, this 
may be does very ftrongly infer a will be j that is^ 
that God having made man an accountable 

Crea- 
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Ci^turCy is a reafon^ble Pr efumption^ that he 
will judge hio^ and call him to an account; yec 
this is npt fo dired and immecUate 4 Proof that 
God wiU judge Mankind^ as it is to Oxcw^ Aat 
the efleatial difference of Good and Evil makes 
it pcQd&ryy that Manfliouldbe |udged« that he 
Aouidbe jtwarded and (Htniflied acconHng toh» 

If>roBal& dm to &cw you> what a new ad* 
vance this maMs towarcb the proof of a foturt 
Judgpnent ; ai^d tiow coine td explain the force 
of »is Arg^imetit : 

That diere is an eflemial difference between 
Good andEvil^ ('as unwilling as fome Men are to 
own it) isdemonilrableto every Man's fenfe and 
es^perience, which is a more undeniable Proofs 
tbajn fome nice and Metaphyfical Speculations j 
and that what is good ought to be rewarded^ 
and what is evil ought to bepunifhed^ is acknow- 
ledged* by the univerfal confent and praAice of 
Mankind ; and I think the neceflary and una- 
voidable coniequcnce of this is^ that good Men 
Ihall be rewarded^ and the wicked puniifaed ; 
thatis^ that Mankind ihall be judeed according 
to their Works. This is in ihort me;Argument ; 
and if 1 can loiake good each part of it^ I have 
no more to do, but to leave it to your ferious 
confideration. 

I. That there isancffential difference between 
Good and Evil j that is, that there are fome 
, things in their own natures very good for men, 
and other things which are very hurtful to them: 
And willany Man deny this ? This is the Good, 
and Evil^ which is in the Nature of Things^ and 
fo immutably there, tliat all the Art and Power 

*" of 
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of the World, dan never alter theto Without aP 
tcriHg the nature of things j cannot make that 
good which is hurtful, nor that hurtful which is' 

food J which is" all the Good and Evil whidh P 
now of : for whereas we diftitig^ifli between 
Moral and Natural Good sfttd Elri^ - th^ only, dif- 
ferehce between them is thii,- that Mccftl Good 
and ;Evil is in the Will and Choice, Natural' 
Good and Evil if in thb Naturd oi Thkigs ; that 
which is fl;ood or hartiful to out fetfe^ or others,' 
is naturaHy good oV evil ,• to love, to chufe, to"^ 
do that which is good or hurtful to our felves or 
others, is morally goo^ or evil, or is the good or 
evil, of oiir Choite and A^onS^ . - 

If you will burrecolleft your felves, you ^vilf 
all find, that you haveno other Notion of Good 
or Evil but this. When you fay, fuch a Man has- 
done a very good or a very evil adion, what do 
you mean hy it ? Db you Hot lileaii, thit he has 
done fomctmngvery goodorvery hltrtfffltci him- 
felf or others? When you hfear that any man 
has done good or 4vil, is not the next quelHon,^ 
What good, or what hurt has he done ? And' 
dp you not by this rrican Natural Good or Evil > 
Which is a plain, evidence, that you judge of the 
Moral Good or Evil of Adiofts by the Natural' 
Good or Evil \vhich they do-: Aod the effential 
difference between Moral good and. evil, is found- 
ed on the eiTenrial difference between Natural 
good and evil f and therefore i> as unalterable ai 
the nature of things. . 

' This is evident from -that Hniverfal Rule of 
Juitice andGoodnefs, Whatfoiyer ye would thatnnn 
fifGulJ r!o tint you, doyouthat alfo unto them^ which 
fe an Appeako cur own (enfe and feeling for thd 

good" 
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Mc^and^vjtto^^ .whichmuft there-. 

mc figmfy die luuui^ good 3nd evil of them : 
Wft feel.Wh^ i^ lolr our good or Ki;trt j and we „ 
4^ire ineii ihould do good to us^ but that they 
llK>dd fXoc tuut^i^ and. therefore we muft do 
&Ofid ;an4 aojinjuw^them; and this is tbi 
^ftn c^ die I«aw ai»4 the Prophets: The univerfal 
KiAifJH^mf^4^ axi^.vjbpdneg^ .which is t(f 

do diat which is for ttienaitttr^ goo^ of oighHind^ 
whatever our ienie and experieqc^. tells us^ is na^ 
mtally^opd and beneficial to our ielves: whicA 
woi^be^vpiyimpcri^ Rule, if there were not 
sm inf^xacajble condb^nbetwedn^ Moral and Na- 
tural Good. . , V. >' 
. Tbeiiotpbfervipgtfais^ isthetniereafonwhy 
fome^nasea' can form no Modon at all of moral 
Good pT; Evil , j^utdi^ ViraMi.ai}d Vice to be 
^ereJ[rbitT3iy^NotK>nsi whlejbhavQnoTounda^ 
don in die Nature of Thinj^; as indeed they cati 
have none but only this, tlnat Virtue is to love,: 
* ^d dtivip^ and do that which psii z na&ral good 
in itj which is good tp out (elves pr others; that 
. Vice is to love, and chuSfe, .and do fliat whick 
. has fome iiatur^ Bvil init, or which' &hurt^l id 
pur felves or others : As for inftanoe ; Charity 
^hich: is ope] of the npio^ excellent V u-tues of die 
ChriftianJLife^.cqnfiib thing which' 
i$ for the good of men ^ jb feeding tlieliurij^ry,? 
' dbath^ fhe Naked, rdieving the Injure^ an| 
. Opprdfed,theFatherleisand the V^idqw; in di-] 
fefldng,,,advir^ag, afl^ comforting iiicji iii 
, Difficuld^. and J)Htrefs,. in' fqr^ivm^ inprkss^ 
. €oncea^Uig J^'anks^ ji^gu^ Chantafcly, andiii'?lr 
iliiph^.otheg/aAff -o^ '^yqdmkzi ard greatly for, 
ditfbtfntfk^^f Ji^^widrwh^^^^^ tfief cbiitJi^aW 
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Vice doe* all the contrary Evlk^hdKBftdtftfe^ ^ 
the great hurt and injury of nicii j ^d^oeffer 
confiders this, mtift conrcfs that moral G^ dihd 
Evil is as real a thing as natural G6oi and EvS 
is i and I fiippofe no mah' who has U^tefln^'ahodc 
_ him^ will dleny that there i$ fuch a tldiig^ Aato^ 
ral Good and Evil j as for inftknCe, Pgin imd 
Pleafure ; 'ahd then hisfame fenfes \yill' in'a9>un- '^W 
dance of ittftances tell liim the elTentiai^dlflfereiK* '^ 
tetween moral Good arid Evil.. 
* On the Other hand, the tnfc arid -only reafen 
why men fo vaftly differ in theirNoddns of too^ 
ral Gcibd ^dEviI/isbecaufe in-many kiftwic* 
they are not agreed what nanjral.Gofed^dEVfl 
is : Some men cdll HotHing Good 6t 'C^, "but 
what is Good or EviHofhcir|Bofecs;fiii6b^aSFaih 
and Pleafure^ and the caUfes and iriftrumiiifs df 
them^Health and Sicknef^^Richesahd Povefty3antf 
the like. .Ochersthink,and with much grelaWi* rea- 
fon^ that we (hoUld take ourSouKinto'Sie^tfeourit 
tooj tha^whateveris'fof theeareand'^ltttfe^edf 
our minds , whatever adorns arid- peifeifti a rca* 
fonable Nature, is a natural (j6od to nien j 6s 
Wifdom and Knowledge, and regular *rid well- 
gc vern d Appetites and Paffiefis dd ; »ahd therdbf e 
thefe are the foundation of mbrtiryii-mes too'; 
but whatever debafes our Natures, ahd is a' re-; 
proach to the Rcafon and Undcrftanding df a 
man, whatever thrufts him dovvn into the rank of 
brute Creatures, and cither difturbs his eafe,. or j 
changes the Pleafiires of a Mail fbrthdle cf^a 
Eciift ,are great natural Evils too,if the perfe^oh 
and happinefs of Humane Nature beaftatttfal^ 
Good} and therefore CO chtif^ajod td ftAfoch 
things^ is morally Evil . v.: • 

Thk 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Future JVDGMUNT. U 

This is enough ho Ihew What moral G^od and 
J^^'i'dfat?icMs I nedeffiorj^ t&sAdtitoimAtA 
QOda Hod'Etil ;' an^^ m^eaSf fiezetc^ pix>Te> 
W^iKYMe>ftX>i(«^xDigieffi6ri) Hat all the. 
iJ^sM tl^<SbQ)eildbd[t!ter«obttiand Wluftisfofc 
tfad good and happnefiof Mankind^ of everyfai- 
HbBiiaM} an^or]»ablfei^Cbfiimdt^tib; orfo^id 
fiiidhtfe$il^a$>iawtottMaid|>rejpdidal^^^^ 

II. Th<i fecond brunch oi this A^;QttieDt is; 

Thftt ac(^idl[tag'e&dlek^eral^f^^ ofTmauidcind^ 

ii4iat is g60d oujgh^YaM rewarded^ and What ]< 

Wtifcdi^flgkttotepuirifliedJ -. ^ • 

''^Tctf lheP]f*obf ttf thjsi I fliall appeal ill the firft 

t>lae@t&'kn%$Vilized Nations who ttveia^der LaWs 

Hiid'Gidi^emriieht; f<»there isnofudh Naddn but 

ffifek^v fef '*6 reftrain* Wickedncfs by a pfiHick . 

Vcttgeafnce'on fhdfe Who cbmfiitt it : Indeed thcif 

Laws and.Punifhmente are not always the fami^ 

tkk do !th^ jr all puiitfli the fame Crimes j nor with 

the "feme Punifhmentsi but all of them pumfli 

;luch CfiAfc&as they think injurious to the Pub^ 

^lick^ which is the princ^al concernmeiftof Civil 

Gdvi^hmentj and infliafach penalties on them^ 

is' they judge proportioned to fuch Crimes^ * 

fiifficientto reftrain the commiflion 6f theni'j 

ifom6 Ci^kalj fome Pecuhiary MulAs, Confifca- 

-ffdrfdfOodds, Ibfs of Honour, CbrporalPunifli-. 

';ififefitt',imprifonment, Baniflimcnt, or fome pub- 

^1 JckMarks of perpetual Infam^ ^ which is a certain 

' Ar^itti^t, that the Wifdom of all Natiom thinks 

^'fr'fitthae Wickednefsfiiouldbepuniflied; that - 

^tftdfc'Who do Evil ihauld fiiffer Evil i and.indecd 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



/j5 \ ' . 

90 A fffiSml Difcourfe ccncernini . . 

sill Mankind is^ ^ ietif&le of tbisy ^at: thctm .« 
not a greater Rebroadb to any Ooyenunenty than 
tiieimimmt^ofYice; nOcai^tafierQlofytoit, 
than the finft and equal Admimftration of Ju« 
fticc; .;/. >J..- •,•.•. 

i Where piftlici Juftice bSiA, as k^bes vel 4 |;caat 
manyiixftances^ we omft next append to pr;LV%te 
Revenge^ to iiJD^rftand what i»e feni^ pf jop^n-. 
kind is about the dcfertof Sia j for i^^ iinoca 
more natural^ nor more eager Paflionin Human 
Katuie^ all inen naturally defifetoretiifiithj; In- 
jury/th)^. fuffer^ ttpen the I{ead$ of tfaofe who 4o 
it ;i ahd aceozinfil no .Ia|u«y> but a great :^ ol 
Juftice to do fo. lA iitany KatiQAfr fooie private 
Injuries have been left to private Revofigej^and 
the Jej^ifii Law it felf pentiicted a Retahation of 
Injuries^ ah Eye fof an £ye> and^ a Tooth fee a 
Toothy tho it did not |>ennh the injured Periba 
to take this Revenge hunfdf^ but made the pub- 
lick Magiftate the Judge of it. 
/ It may be you will wonder I fliould appeal to 
:the impatient thirft and lappetite of Revenge^ to 
-prove the fenfe of mankind^ that Sin oujght to be 

- puniflied j when private Revenge it fetf m a great 
,Evil; and forbid by the Gofpelof our Saviour : 
"JHit for all tbatj Revenge is a natural Pa^en^ and 
(foeaks the furious rage and l;anguage of Nature, 
-that Sin ought to be puniflicd. It is that paffionin 

- -us which Biinifters to Punitive Juftice, as a natu- 
" ral tcndernefs and compaffion does to Charity j- 
and thcreforie the Paffion it felf is not (infill, tnp ' 
the irregular Sxercife cf it is : It is implanted ifi-' 
: ^11 Mankind, as the love of Juftice is, but all meii^ 

- muft not execute Reyenge,.no:mi:irejhaA.eyery 
-nSafrcariadminifter jMiUce> whereevery manis a* 

Miniftee' 
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Mnifter of Juftice^ he may execute his Revenge 
coo; ^t is, where there an iKiJ|kid)licIcllaw4 
and Gdvemmeat^ botwfaetiweaieincocporated 
imoClviYSodedes^iivaiio Revet^ jsiiipetieded 
by^xriiHdd^ftice^ and to verengeoiip: f^vesis m 
Oifeiice QigabAikM%'SGik^h^ 
fticeis eKecddagRewflfle/ftill^ tho>wtth0ut char 
pardMity and panon Tvmdi men^betiay. in dtsk 
cmxiCixxk i and thoidiir SaViourfoiMdsjpmaM 
Revenge^' it isnot tecadieSiadoesnotidMerve to 
bepimihed^ buttoijiedoh ns thole great Chri« 
fti9tt^Vin»es : of Pa^ehcd4uiid Fpripffeneis^ and 
lofifli^Bniemies ; kaadfi^engeanoeitb Qod^wbo 
is t]»l ')iift Tad^ of 'die^worU^ AricrenMM^t h 
mii^yfit>iS.repay Hi fmtk tUlard;: which fup- 
pofcft that ' Veneeanoe is due to Sin^ tho Clunft 
TeoUiits^his Diiciples t» Mant it to publick Ms- 
giftmesy or to Godiwho is the Jo^g^^ tho 

As for&oTe %qs wiudt are not ib pro^miy tlb 
lObjdds either of poUick or private Rev^iig^ ^ 
rdoing :4uy dicedr: anid itmnMiatef/Inioreitoaiiy 
:bat thdQ who commit 'the]n<j .fixdi;tt 4«xtonf^ 
DriniketnBis^xProdigaliQr^^ Slothy I^len^^^a^va- 
:eKSBtt^ UUc^^^taflusdl^ 
:SOfiie>geiitie Refhaints.wdiichpablidtLawsh^ 
thethi:t^^ liave thifirffairafhrnent^ diatdidr iM^C 
itaencoateniptibie dnd^aiCniiQus ^ iieg^emd aftd 
difiqeirdtd, as. a r^proachito htunaiiNaniPe^ and 
irfidcfeMiembersofith&GanMn^ 
.pttblfck Idbiny is a vecy/gieat puniAaehQib^ 
Mte ;o£;t|ifi WQcft.Ingredientfi in .all piddiok Fu- 
mfltmentn-. :. ■••n .- ■ . • h.^^j^l 

Tim^Ia^fwk^ ifaewi whatthe ienfe of mankind 
^ aboat% defert. iof Sio^ diat pnyiiflitaifahi i«kf 
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)i^fie!;tidid(tfae)rluiyo^teiriyds^ j^plQiT^fti?^ 

ving^meiiiditheJiig^jpiaoerbfT^ 
ty inidl8fX3oiittidiuircaitlif.d:>Wii^ 
^naihced^^t OS wkha {JobiiclDApptaylei asdiipto 
them, j^iDQ jn^ entietthek;gieftt3»fs>.iM3|gm 



«re tho}mktiafpla4zod;oabadan^a{id^ 
<^o«a^ Qh them; . sblcocpofes them te p^bUck 
JSiooBCidi add Bnty.: Xbt asdu&iucQLu|}jdii9ai^ 
4rfehti:;iuid jconfiderdib foftCpcilequeiiQQio^i^^ 
aX'heniftsfae^eaiS&ldifiBtonn^ 
Vice ; and according to the foifeof all rndsikino^ 
t¥iit6ai^Qr9ts to b&]:ia)Kirded;.and.W]ck«kiefs 
^pltfsUh6dc;/aad^caa .lare Jiimk tfa€n,;ifaatfi£jf3C>d 
^l^rcntti^AVbrld^iiierwfflLiibt jadgeJ^dafikiod^ 
^^)iatib£\ii^Sindi:xe^rai:d.the good, and piiimfitfifae 

2f}l0;i^ifidvsa|m and Jul^ ^tttt^t 

r^^ c^a Jefo&piibUck.C^^ of Jttfiic3^ibi::tne 
ot^niilmient:^^ Yice^ and: will he iiot pqpiik it 
I him£mt;> Has he^^Kihish alnatmabgvaceand 
f /fee^tNjDit^x \ixta6 y aslattraj^ toit JGsitiii^libtfe^ 
. (tb^ffmiia^. tfaeadmki^^ 
i.:9iidoil{ini»liiin^]f hajv^iio rqgspxiibiit J^i^^ 
-rJkMmfaficq Kkcifl&m6us^fx^JcQnBeii4)t9defasd 
will hecaftnofliame^ no reproach oxuc^iA^didd 
hiiiitatheloesyi Or^ cbni|t&iaid>Ttbis^ 

For 
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Jojft^f : Wft ob^rye , |htt according to the 
jpi<^^]L^«te'9f ni^HjSifidj' Virtpe aiid Vice i^ 
feyve^^ ^wanicd^andtij^ only by 

^cflj j^w^by God.toof \l\is Is the foujidgtion of 
iQm^xv^^^ Pxoyide/iceiTha.c 

-«IK4«WW »^y ti"^e,^ fiT^^ Su^?*rSK in this 
3i?9F^t'H^^ wicKcd Fcry.pvofperbus i which 
fupppi^^ wocld^ ho mufl 

..p^M^^tpM ^ afid xe^yard the good/ bfecaufe 

'il^i^UW'-^ww^raW;*^ do i^pt .;. 'Aad*.|'ithcv 
oBffin- . 9Sgfet iicver .iiiote ,to' make .this^ Q\^%&\on 
rf^«(iPifP^^ or they mull alloV \ that if 
,^9?e;^gj$^d^ he will judge xhe wor|d-' 'And 
^isjik^ \S'^wK)f^t6 reafon to exj^ft'ihis 

from Go^^.fjbaa fro^ efpecially hncb the 

^ rupt^ 4^pmc^,./or.jai|f|eaiye^.th^ Virtqe 

Inoi: yi?e wjUl qju'J[;iavet^^ juft ro^wards^ unl^s 
- Jic tgi^^lt^i0a Hs Qwjn haads.' Arid thi? brings 
.lijf fo^arfgH^tJ^ia^ Ar^;umerit for'a fu- 

. .; Jjl, ^^the iiamral'^ptionswe baveiQ^ jGodj^ 
'.prpyCji^^Jiq^^Wi^ world. AH hien 

^ V^I^) Miieye a.'G64, acknowledge him to b? thQ 
, :SQveieign-Lojfd of alljt)ja jvoild, infoiifely Wife, 
/.jy^b^yood and.Juil^pow icJecirisuTipoUibletp 
-ipCjXthb^^ had noJ^relatipiipf Tbis.Wl;] wha^ 
.he WQuld^ that luch'-a Beiiigjasthis/hbuldn8; 
: JVidgCjphe \yx>rld, As^tb conlider this, matter par- 
ticnWly^ but very bne^^ 

uiL he bc'the S^vipreign Lord of rhe worljd, 
; then^he Has, PpweraiKl. Authority to judge ; . nay, 
. tl^grq ij lip^ofher Being .has Power and, Authority 
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%^ A Pra3ical Dffeimrfi cencermng 

to judge the world but Imnlclf ; :tfaat l^.hd iviU 
]tlot jud|je die world ^ the world can 'nerer ht 
fudged. 'And yet^ as I have already pwftAyiik. 
eiTential differences of Gobdand Byil heceflarily 
require that Ma^iihould'be judged^ that .good 
men ittould be rewarded^ and the wicked f^unifl^ 
jed ; and |f there muft he a Judgtneiit^aien God 
who 1$ the SbVereim Lord,'ana the only Judc^ 
pf thjcE World, muu judge mankind : If Ju^ 

id as. thegeberal confent and unfaiafs^dreubn m 
jmankind'agree it is,if we cannotheiice cdnclode 
Ihat^Qod mil jud&;e the world^I am (ore wecaft 
heViir ^ow any umz certainly of G6d by Ree- 
jTon; f^ dierebnothm^whichReaibnooiidadds 
more'expreliy and politiveW than tjiis. ' % 
' z. As for the other Attrftutes aai PerfeAions 
of the Divine N^ture^uch as ^ifiloni, Holidefi^ 
iGoodnefs, Tuflice^ if God be the'Sovere^ Loijd 
of the wond, we muft coriTidei^ tl^em iit^tfad At- 
hiKutes of a Sov^dgn : it isthe WKIoirii*^Hd- 
linefs, the Goodneis^ me Juftice of a Sovere^ 
^ord : And therefore t|ie properezerdle of thefe 
Attribi^tes in God^cpnfifts ih theexprdfeof a So- 
vereign Authority and PoWer j ^t is, irf goverift- 
ingand judging mankind wuely, holily, With 
teoodneft and Juftice : 'Aiod this certainly proves, 
that God as k Sovereign Lord does |;ovem and 
judge the woiid j for hecaiinot cxercife his Wif- 
fiom, or Holinels, or Gopdhefi, o^ Jtiftice, asSo- 
Vcreign , If he ejcercife tio ads of Sovereignty : 
^e cannot judge wifely, holfly, righteoufly, if . 
hedofiot judge at all : and'therefpre though he 
be wife, and h6ly,anq juft, and g6od, yet he is 
hot a \rafe, and holy, knd juft*, aftd good-Sof^«- 
i.:, ■.... .-. I. ,. - rtign. 
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Route JV D^MEA^r: Vj 

ire^, fot as'S6v6t^pheexercifesite|?e of thefe 
Attf^vtes/ if he ddeVnot judge die' world, jf he 
do ftot inward good ttien, hbr puniffi the wick- 
ed j which dfe WUHbifi, the Holinefs, die Goo^- 
Jti» of a SoTierei^ ' requJicsB. Aiid 'therefore if 
i^e' NiaMr^ Notion all Mankind have of G6d ' 
jpiiis liit Sov«ref^f^w^h his other Attributes;, as it s 
muft do, unltffs we caridMde God fixjmhimfelf : 
liiatheknotoniya wifeJSidholy,a^jiift, and 

goodBcinjgjbut diJttfee »wife,andholyiandM, 
^bA^^^VBereipftoriftbe »^A?,w^niuit con^ 
Ic&^iet God does gorem tke world , and dis- 
play aUthefeAftifblKesatodPetrfeaibhs firdie CO- 
y4B(|uate«k)f it af Blight add ai^itdeal more 
iH*mctIns Ai|;ntti(i»^ fe&t- d«s is lo very plain and 
dciBOBfkratit*,-^iat tfSeieis ho ifeed oH^^ 

-■^ '\i r. ■.■ ' •■-, '.' )-. fjoojs 1') "/■';'...>■.;: ':..:. 



'r-.-.-i 






tfJ* j\ S the JJatuck Options vr^^§ pf God 
JTX. proves diat he wiUjudg^i^worl4:fo 
the «tt«Ml Appearaiices.Qf ,P|^vJdei?ce prove 
- PlS°-^ does judge the world jit prefent,and that 
he ^1 judgeit hereafter : For die Providence of 
God does very oftenmakefuch a wfl^riiable diJF. 
ference hetween good and bad men indiis worU, 
is U fufficieritto iadsfy u$ that God does govefn 
andjudeemankind at prefent^andyet the prefcnt 
idmmi^rationsofProvidencedonotalwaysmake 
a luffiaent diftin<aion between good and bad 
men m this world,good men being very often af- 
ft««d,jmd bad men profperous jvyhlch gives lis a 
i^afonable expe^ation of a more juft and righteous 
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%$ A J'nakrf Di/cpMfif rtmfiHifg 

Tiibm^ hi. the -world P»:fgm0 Jl^here Jl^^Wir^ 

ancl Puniftments ihaU bemoi^ )sq^y4jlijpSf^t4. 

But to cUfcourfe fhis j^i^ii^p^irtMtd^ ilf^ 

•prove that,Qod does,g|py«(ifi juad j<Ml0»^<iivd«W 
fttp^e(f^lty 9s^ifoisfii9^Pfiq^llSwyx^.4^^ 
GoTemmeot; In ,tbss wml4 ;- 1 jponfeAj. ^ ki^ 
, pear that God (ovkiw^o^ «C^ Go\titai$tmt 
'<)f the wodd aJt jUr^tfcK |^(^ v^ inil«b<|afa^ 

tef^1»iit w]^\t]^e ^IP^Uifi.^ «1^60bfitMib 
that a wife ^ ji# Pnovi^^li^ 5lt9» j^omtelte 

leot bctwfwaiflQQ^ii^t^.lHi^ineftioatrfhfi^aod 

. 'ficient|rasi;fmdH>d»i^ 

uniyerfal Juagmteht of good and bad men in die 
next world. T&'i&SiiEf tSbcindtter plainly^ and 
to nuke a very fenfible Argunient of it,^ fha^ 
J. vSh«W3ra»whit tviiaitee; iK^te ^£^>mSe 
Juflke and Pro^eo^ HrHlbhi^ems the world 
at prefent 2. The Force of this Co^feaueaM^ 
'frbm thfe^iioW^chiJfe #^^m >i«^<JlL m 
jBdgmtt*fe''8ie ijatt. - ' .... 

I. 'Wfcftt«*iain^"w^ hat<t>f'a Diviiiej'iiftke 
and Prdi4denlce^ whi^goinraiis 0ie woYrd j anql 
fiutll berin, ' • - . - ' . ^ V, 

r. Wfth'thatlHwne jfnffiw-wWch i^^ 
.venin idftf.natBreof things : ¥orif'T^<ii^.iiife 
' fo contrived the Jiatore' of djongs, that .wio^S- 
■AtSs is a potuihinent to. it iellfj ^dWicKe^m^'a 
' Plague and Scourge to .each odier, it js a p^ c&- 
' monftration, fliat when God madeimap^i Vik in-, 
tended to govern him too, ftice.he his^SplKwd 
fuoh nifltUFal Rewards or F^hiflfmentsTte I VlfOi- 
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. Future 



fiM-^ 



fl)li$ vOfii^^^'Life: I am iuJre(htf is jOsgoo^ an Ar- 
gamcntfor a Providence, asthewileCbhtrivance 
oCi?JlJp^ci[f%jpods!ii^^ thf World. We 
tfejftj^.ij^yiery^bfunl.tp, w, obat the yvofld was. 
»ffl^^ ^iflff^jprMjidiaita wife ^preatpr^whe^ 
tij«ft:»ik?b^ii?W)ajy|2^.Aitand CVww^ in tb^ 
Mftte.^rrt»JP<»^ft.■(^at^^e^ t%^vf«iieft Phi-; 
te&pfeLe»;Sr?.^t;sH9itq wderftan(J,jow^^^^^^ to 

irah ^^H ^ ftifefWJfe^ch cpniifts^ ^ 



"■^ ~^' "1" 







.0flJftfi}U»fsi3fl4:?f«liyri| 

fe«[blei-a3 yhe is-gofi^^QTofed a thai 
' ' " 5,in 



Jpr, 



iwn!^beg{)Yei!ne(iiand:rfier^^e,li 
verti.iJitoj;nay,^ di;d:)«ifti»:i^an Tiatei^ j^^or.j^c 

- "tBovifce fei^Jwi^de. him)a,Bree Age^t,/; Vfj JSJ&ps 

• - lefutothifigi^his Ub^ytyi^ut whai^^ 
^^Ppy^iOPtftiiSbialiteitllfotjije l()ein^ 

• .Jnayim^teefl ■(^uJiDl^p^.lie wiUi butiJigreiaMjld 
/jnocte* g^tgfti|atii^|^€>ftraint unjc^f^reeA- 
.jgga^ than to make Happinefs or Ivmery'the re- 
ward 



a7 
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wayd q£ his Choice j.efpeciaOy (ihce Natare 

teaches aH Mankind to love thetmejkes^ andto W 

happy It diey can. - • -^ ,/:...:. i 

Thatthij is fo^ is fa evident to pui:very'feli(es,> 

that it is'agood $ubjeftto. declaim oh^ t^t'nbe^s^ 

aovTObfi What is there that cw mike ^y 4^^ 

mif^fabie in this world/ which is ^t the fiatiirat 

^ and neceiSify efieA of (bihe fbme Siii^br odier J[ 

Will Srregnlar and fiiHous^Paffipn^inakei nu^ 

inifentbld ^ a confounding^atne^diftfadiAg aiid 

^rrifying^ Fears/aging Angier^ Maliee^^^ 

rat f^rpUsMtVySoMimiOjA^ mthoii^tiits r 
the pain andf torment ximF mind isi nti^fyv diel^ 
I^omnwflrmakemeninll^ NeW'atttb^ 
arethepiaffiohs of a iUkuI nfind^ Sia^is the Par^t 
^aiA the Ktii^ of! them t A vircuoiis mbi^ whd 
^w^j ^6s card to do^Ws Duty, and what be^ 
coants: )iini> knows not ^Mrhat Ihmif "tifeans ; if 
lie |)e^(Ianner'dy re|MrQ^llfd/and tifified; he may 
Iblnfli « jiitl» tobe^ioiij^abadtean, buthis 
cwnConicience doest^-ietxro^ch h^>N<Ahing 
b trnly infonoiiS;, hue n^t |S widced j^aftdthere- 
fiyre Sianie csin rieverdifturb an itmbceht and virr 
'taoQimiod. Goodmeh'maybeafialdof Irnne 
Temporal Evil^ and Odttufies, butit isHn 
wfai(!h diftrads men ^di goi^ Fears^ whidi 
' aK fe finfapportaUe'to Humsm Nattire. Nay,' 
when our worldly fears ^re eicefEye and cor-^ 
' menting, they are raifed and aggravatedby fbme 
Vice tort^ther^ eidier by ioo great a paffion and 
' fottdneCs' for thb world', or a diftruft of the Di- 
vtoeProyidenceandProte&ion; whl«bisdietnie 
Cade alio of that Tfaotefi^itfiilnels^ Anadety, and 
Solicimde, which th6&veof Riches, and the. 
fear c)f lofi^ fucb uncertain Treafure$ crieace. A 
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racking Jbger, Mafice^ Revejo^^ is owing' t<y 
$af4ove , Pride*^ Covetoufhels^ Injuilice^ ana 
fuch other Vicesj as make men Injurious to eadt 
other^ and impatient of Injuries. Man had been s( 
Stranger to all thefetroubilerome tonnentihg Pa(^' 
iioiiSy had he cont&ued' ^tfiocent: And whoever 
would enjoy j^eace^. and GoAt^ncment^ and SatiA 
fa^on' or Alind^quiec^m ^^ cfiearful Paf- 

fioQs^ muii root out thofe Vices which i£kke fuch 
a Befment, and raifefuch unnatural Tenipelis in 
our Breads. . • . "^ . 

; Is Painand Sicknefs, Poverty and Dfl^race, ah 
Untimely or Infamous fkath^ a great puniflimcnt 
fomen? Thefe would be thepunifhmentsof fome 
lindk and deg^-ees of Sin^though neither God nor 
men Ihould judge Sinners. Drunkehneis^ and 
Gluttony^ and Lnft, will deftroy our health, and 
affli(9t us with tormenting Difeafcs^ and Ihorten 
pur tiyes, and wafte our Eftatcs^ and make usin- 
£imous : If you want a proof of this, go vifit the 
HofpitalsandtheGoalsj Tee the miferable Speda- 
cles of Rottennels and Poverty there, and enquire 
into the Caufes of themjandhow niany Martyrs 
and Confeilbrs there are to Intemperance and 
Luft, or fome other deftrudive Vice : Enquire into 
the Decays of Noble and Flourifliing Families j 
how goodly Lordfhips and Maxmors come fo often 
to chgn|[e their Matters j. what makes Riches fuch 
uncertam and mutable things : Look into the 
Streets, and fee what Crowd's of miferable and^di- 
ffreffed People, Sloth and ldlenefs,ahd other Vi- 
ces, have lent thither. . What loud Clamours 
Ihould we have againft thejuftice of the Divine 
Providence, did menfuffer half fo much by Piel^ 
and Vhtue^theydo in theferviceof their Lufts ? . 
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')C nqt a fufficient pu^ifii« 

pf men are reftrafhed w 
eyef eft Ewdtrdbiis df Jii- 

k'Gpprcffibii, Iummci6, 
•,'\Vfet\vorfc^&<Pl?dc, 
and Covetoufnefs , an<J Lnffnialte' ! ^ef|)fccia!By 
when fuch Vices as thcfc Jitfeft -great feieh, ^d 
are armed with Power to do Mitc^ef,* ' WitndS 
all the bloody Wars of Afpirmg and Ambrtibps 
Pnn^s^ ^[ttend^d with thejiluinsand X)erolationi 
of flourifcing. Countries, %rid alltiici l^tfeHis^^ 
Calamities wWc3i the moft.?rlglidta;^^^ 
conceive^ or the moft ^.qedck^fc d«c^^ 

BuUhen on the ot^er Kaiid|, yirme;his Its na- 
tijral Rewards ; it gives peace anfllfitisfe^ibii'tb 
thej^inlj, governs our Appetites i^ 
thattheycaufenp^pain pf^ifturljaniic W lis ;'S'is' 
thebeft rneans to j^refem; ou^tlealdi, to encreafe 
pur f ortune^to procure FfieridsVto recontile Erte- 
njies^to give us Credit aridRdputatibnitoefcape 
the Injuries^ of badmen, to pafs through: the 
world with aa* little envy, and oppofition, and juft- 
ling^as it is poffiblej that is^ it is not of it felf fuif- 
ficient to make a good man compleatly happy in 
, this world , for there is no fuch thing to be had 
here; but it is thepnly thing that can make him 
as happy as he can be here j it will prevent a 
, great many mi fchiefe which other men fall into , 
and enable him to bearthofe patiendy, which it 
^cannot prevent. 

This is the firft ftep of Gqd's governing j\fan- 

"' • • kihd^ 
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rfiitmre JV DGHEHT. ji 

niiShinEbt '6f W¥:^^wf% p and die rewards pi 
yia»ef iarl (bf^pdib^ flBecc will aaot,tha(rll)is 
MSjMi'stbwn tkiBt i * for «NEie but fite who made 
ttttey iOQuM jfe fit tmd tempei' hU Nature to the 
tAS^^df vVl^5t^:to«iakehk Duty His lutturai 
Kxewnd MdH9i|»pilii^ «iid his Sin his PunHb* 
tttta^'^IShaSsadtoimbtefrndftupetidio^ Wifdom^ 
ftSidihe:iiioft cfeAual mffawfor the good TOvem^ 
tfmt of the Worlds aotd whid^ was nece^^ to 
fiisdte ail otheraifts of Goveramentfuccefsiuljbut 
chisisfo uiefiil an Aicgoment^that I cannot difmils 
it wklioiit fome ferther Heoiarks and Oblerva- 

- >x. jG<Uvi)ail>y thi£ tn«ans taken^re^ that Vir* 
cute fliaU 'never b^iwholly unrewarded^ nor Sin 
41ii{iumfhed3 for they area reward andpuniib- 
viiiefit to tfaraifelvvs : And fuch rewards and pu- 
^iiiihnients.asare founded in the Mature of things 
are4;»ucrofidable. 

'a« ^Thistin ordinary < <^e& fuperfedes the necef- 
(fity of Gods Interpofing by an immediate Provi- 
dencetprewaid rgoodinenand to puniih thewick- 
ed.^ei[e natural rew^ds and punifhments^when 
'thkxt ds no Ocdafion for more fignal examples of 
' Qodk% : goodaefs^ and . Juftice^ will ferve for tUs 
w^rld. For this reafon indeed fome men con- 
clude^ that God takes ilo. notice of Human Af^ 
fairs^becaufe he doesjiot &lw;iys vifibiy interpofe 
for thepunilhmotttoftVickedncC^and the defence 
and proteAion of virtuous men ; But God ha$ 
nudeailandingpreyirionforthisin the Nature ipf 
Things, and that will ferve the ordinary ends pf 
Providence,- and when he fees gccafion f^r ic,(ie 
can ibon rectify any great Difordersbya«iioreim« 

piediate 
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ji • A Priced DiJh§iirferfMi:e^ 

mtdiitt florid ; whifckis moft ii^^eeabfe todieV^ 
<^.6m and to the Majafty^ of' ltovid<mce.: Tfauii 
God governs tHeina^^teW^ thel&knai^ . 
and tfte Earthy, and att the^ Crasitaicsr jjif 1^ l|t 
Icedping .cfiisT great Mslchifete in dolt i^^dac and 

fufferihg air Creature^ to foUow/t&ets&dracy^ <^ 
their oWh natdres^ except^g fucU cafesas^oqpuie 
fome e^itrao^^inary and preternatural eveoijs ; as 
whdri God jthJnIfs ifit to Work Miracles for th^ 
Conyiftion: of Iftfideb^ arid^to give Authority to 
his Prophets/ hi to puttiflr a wicked world with 
"Droughi: orFiiifiine^ orPeftiience^toiirfi^ 
Air^ and to m^ke the Earth Iron^ and the.Iiea^ 
yens Brafe ; the left the Myine Providence de-' 
Viatel from the Nature of Thion ^ wUkt the 
/ world is well ^nd wifely governed^ the more a^ 
, mirablc is his Wiflom^ who has fo contrived the 
World , that he can govern all Cieatureiby the 
Springs and Principles of their own Natures, ^ 
3. ThuT thefe Natuml Rewards iand Punifli- 
' tAents give a facred flflid venerabl* Audicaity «> 
the Divine Laws J for dbisproves^that they are not 
Arbitrary Conftiturions , which depend wholly 
upon the Will and Pleafure of God, who might 
if he had pleafed have made Virtue Vice, and 
" Vice Virtuey as fome men venture to.talk, with 
. 6qual' Ignorance^Impudence^and Profenenefiifor 
unlefs Godhad made us ot;[ier Creatures than we 
now are^ he Could have given us no other Laws, 
' tnlefs he could have^venusLaws deftruAiVeto 
. 6ur Nature and H[appme§ J for none but a Virtu- 
ous man can be happj^, w& Sin mull maJ^e us tta-^ 
"ferable. 

1*'*. >v *'S "'■'•'■ ,^ Ik. I 
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: Fnikre f «> I) G ME ^^ T. Jjj 

. itrfe> Various Jiiftifitsftlon of dll thfe other ads of* 

Q^'Jprbvidence, for tlie fe^aiH3irfg good meii, 

; atitl jpiirnfliifig the picked j for this !s' td^ffpeftTe . 

;rfewar^s ind puriilhmeWcs ^ccdrdin^tt) fhtenam>e 

•a^irddcftrtsof thiii|s,^ Which bccotijfes thejuftGo- 

• f drnbt ;6f the world ; for happmefs h 'the natural, 

'ijffe^ aiid rdward of Virtue, Snd Wlckedncfs of 

^Vice J and therefort to rev^ard good rfieri, andro 

•piiiiife'Ae wicfee^* fe tb rdwa'rd rn^k fdr makirig 

,theniielvcshappj^; Witfjto pdriifli theW for rfi*- 

king tKemfeives ttif^rslblfe ; to phtottti^t fheni 

to mak^ themfeMSJ as^podand hippy, as pbffibly 

' they dSrt^/'by xijhd^h^ themAvith'new additions^ 

6f ^Happ|fie6 ; afi3 f6"reftrain arid tewlfy therfi 

ftom'tM^mf; thqmfe!v^es' wlcliei Afecfmife^'blfl^y 

by-Stfeattiing 2dAp^^m^ mm fevere piinift- 

ments.onrfiemf:4Hd can there f>o 8e a riiDrfe 

graipicfus GpterriftieiW thflffi' fliis I Whai^ Hath ^ny 

man to%cirrel iSi M unlcfs ithty that God fer 

fo ^atiy ind piaffldriately cidiicerhe^ thsft wef 

ftoffl(I1)c hapi)j; ? For 'this is rfie ^pp^istnt intend 

tioi^ and dehgnof hfs !*rovidehc^in^ this W0t\d^ 

Both ih reWafrding* go6d-mdny aiKJ' pu|^0»hgi t?he 

■^ficked, '■ •/■ . -"^'^ ' •' "••' '--•■: '■'*' 

5-;' Nay' further, ^tc/MMA-Tt^^rd^ and 

Puniflfmehts which ©6d*ha's' iht&?^ovoh m the 

naturfe of things, iWliefa^ tie hftattfiide' ?^irtue rf 

te<^aMv-^rfd WitJkednefs sf paniflfmdM>t3b it felfy 

iin? noe&ftl^^'a p^rtidiflai'^ fnfta'nde of God^^ Pr^vr- 

' dence," in t'Kit mrtfuf^F provJfioit he has mad$ fot 

' tfi^'rcwsfrd$5 of Virtlie^ ktid t'hi puiil(]>n*entof Viccy 

bat'a^e a natftral Eai^ifeita^'dPladgii' of alt other 

'Scfy Of^Provideiice, H^hfch aV^ }fc\:cllury to thft* 
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. 34 ^ ^{^I^Vf^J^^f^ cmenh^ 

Whwx Go<? ma4? Vir^isfad Vice thejnatunrf 
^ Caufes and Inltnunent^ p^ oi^r happindsaiiidiiii-- 
fpjjy i^ is certain that hjc intended thatgQ|[^ 
' men ihould be bappy^ a^ the wicked miffrabte : 
Now does Gpd ever iiiti^nd things by lialvcs,? 
Will he npt certairiy •^jBTefS; what he i^^e^ds ? 
Theie natural Rewards and Puniilinient^ q^p one 
good w^y .to.do this i jbqt fajppofe ttm&li in 
. tome inilancesj; pr cannot p^m&bjf accoinpUl^ 
what Cqg^ intended ; Will he pve OYCTffieic y 
^d ufe fjaothermoreefiPe^uall^ethods]^ 
thoie Defers ? , NptwidMftandingaUthele^^^ 
Rewards of yimie, gppd men while they' live 
int^raiix^ W^th; . the wicked, . may be oppreffed 
by themV ^^i^adp as^ mtfQja^^ as afl-^^t^npfl^l 
^alatobsies apd Su£5erixigs i^ make ti^em^ 
are an great dange^ of }^3(^ io^mA^^i^y^^ 
•IWiProYid9W?<ec9re.th(qm::The.pra<%«^ 
citcifeofi VMw will^HSPWihappy bqthm^ul 
and . BpdJ^ 3 y^'^t^ the natural efl^s ^^mnt 
Vixnot hwto.a^d interflfflted^y exwrnal Vio- 
lence Jibuti wl^ere they are3^ good man^u^oughhc 
)e^nnotbe.«U^djnifera]blf,^frii?^ybe fer-epwgh 
irom'be?*^; haippy j m^rW/^ truly te ffiTerah 
ble notwithftanding his Veftue^ hadhe4a5ytbc 
afforaftcecrf ithe Divine Broi^aionat pr^f^rit^ ind 
<5f glorious. Rewards h^ejffpr, whif*;&wo«^ 
his S|Aiti and make him happy i^ihc nwlt af- 
fliaed Formne, The good Qotcrnmcar oF par 
^ appetites gn4 paffignswill maHepur minds cheair 
ful and eaiy -y , ccntentrnqnt will fweetcn a low 
Fortune^ an<J PfUienc© Will make pur Sjuffpingfr 
licrht;. bqtthele vvouid|)e,iinpra<aicableyimie$> 
Withciio.^.firm TruftipGod, and theic^cpaa- 
tion of Futuie Rewards ; for to be greatly op- 

preffe*- 
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^jrefled with prefcnt bufferings, v^ithiSut the Sup- 
port of greater riopes, wiUi brcafc the moft virtu- 
ods.imnd, andimKekHnkand i^ } Sobriety, 
^4 Temp(&nmc6 is the ^efi in^tho4.to preferve: 
9ur Healm arid ^olong our Lives j but yet good 
jtoen may hay6 verjr .wcak.an4 diftempelr'd Bo- 
^les^and may',inhentthe.Difea^ their Parents^ 
tho not ilieir -Vibes i or .whaf care foever they 
itake^b preferve tftdr |j4ye$, yet they may be ra-r 
vifli^d from them: Fni^Hty, and Diligence.and 
Charity^ and.fiidi thjriving Yirtues^may raile aa 
]$f^te f and Opprefiion an4 Injuflice may take if 
avi^iiyj and how glonbus foever Viiitue be iij it felf^ 
ft may bd .eclipwd and darkned by Envy and Ca- ; 
lumnjr, or reproached by a prevailing Faftion of 
Triumphant; ,Sinncrs i and thus Virtue ruay bft 
deprived, of aU its natural Rewards, if God , 
does not' interpofe by ]iisi Providence for its de- 
fence, or relerve fome mbr^ certain Rewards fof 
it in the world to cornel. Thus fin in its own na- 
ture is Very deftniftlve* as 'you have heard ^' 
io the peace and plealure or the Mind, to th6 
Jlealth of the Body , to pur Eftates, and For-., 
tiines^ahd Reputation in the world j but yet fome 
Tinners may feel very littb of this ; a ^reat and^ 
lafting Proi^^rigr will fo qualSy the natural Ma- ' 
lignity of Sm, as to mJike fuch men very unfen- 
fible of it J Pride, and Ambition, and Covetoul^ 
heft have ^tde tix)uble,but great pleafure in them, 
when they are g;ratifi,ed with pr ofperous Sdc-^ 
ceffes, Wffh a daily inci;eafe of Riches and Ho^J 
lipurs :,Envy and Hatred, and Revenge^ are plea-^. 
iing PafftonSj, when tnen have their Enemies at^ 
their feet^ aiid can trample on them at ple:ifurcc' 
Tho' Intemperance^ and Liift, and Prodigality,; 
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ftiay ruin an Eftate,- Fraud,lnjuftice,and Opprefi^ 
fion m^y get one j and as hurtful as fome Vices 
are to our Health, a Cautious Sinner ( and fuch 
there are in the worid ) may Be Very wicked 
without injuring his Health, oi^ fliortnirigliis 
Life : And as infaitious as Sin i$, thii may fee 
fo concealed and palliated by extern^ Ho- 
nours y that the finner- fliall not' feel 'it, nor 

, bad men fee it, nor gQ6d men dare take liotice 
of it. . : '' 

. So that thefe natural Rewards afnd Punifli- 
ments which God has entailed oh Virtue and 

, Vice, may either wholly, or in a great meafure, 

be defeated by flie great external Calamities of 

'good mert,andby the ^reatprofoerity-of thewick^ 

cd J and therefore if it be Gods wifi, that Good 

. men ftall be happyi and the WfCkeU'niiferable, 
as thefe natural Rewardis and Puniflimerits prove 
that it is, unlefs he willfuffer himfelf to be dcr 
feated m the very end for which he tnade man^ 
( which we can never fuppofe of fo infinitely wife 
and powerful a Being ) he muft at leaft in all 
fuch cafes imerpofe by his I^rovidence for the 
protedion of good men, and the puriifhment of 
die wicked m this world, andreferve their 
final Rewards and Punifhrhcnts for the world to 
, eome. . . i ' 

Had Man preferved his Innocence, and kept 
fiis original ft ate in l^riatdifc. Virtue would then 
Jiave been a reward unto itfelf^ and have furniffi- 
edus with all the internal Principles of Happinels, 
' as Pi^radife did with all the external Provrfions 
/and Delights of Nature: But fince we are thruft 
into this world, where good men live among the 

. bad, expc fed to ill the accidents of Mortality, 
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and injuries pf men^ tho diefe natural Rewarc^ 
saA Puiiiflmients are a great Inftrtunent of Prp-, 
vidence ilillj yet it is ncQeflary God fhouid take 
^ood men into his more paracular qir^ in this 
world, and tranflatc them %o fome more perfeft 
ftatcof Hapmncf§; fuiceaj the world now is^ it i$ 
impoflible a Divine VirtyeihoqU receive itscom- 
pleac Reward and Recpmpence here : ^o that it 
feems as dcmonftrable Jp me^ that God governs 
this world at prefent, aiid will judge us in the 
next, as that he has made an elTenti^l dijSference 
between Virtue and Vice^ and, entailed natural 
Reward% atld Punifhments on theni^ which are 
of no ufe but for the Government of the world, 
and as things now are, pajmot ip many inftan- 
ces attain that end, without a Providence in this 
world, and 9 Judgment in the next. 

6. Thefe natural Rewards and Punifliments of 
Virtue and Vice,are a natural Proof and Evidence 
of the future Rewards and Punifliments of good 
and bacf men, or of a Future Judgment; and th? 
risafon 6f it is plain, becaufe Piety and Virtue isa 
happy Nature, and Sin and Vice a milerabie Na- 
ture J and therefore at one time or ot|ier Virtue 
niuft make 'men happy, and Vice miferable: I^ht 
ture will aA like it lelf, and produce its proper 
Efteds, uniefs'it be hindered by fome external 
Force, and whenever that Fprce is rempvpd, it 
win return to it felf again. . ^ 

Thothb nature qf Piety and Virtue be fugh a^ 
to make a Rekfoniable Creature happy, yet we 
Jmow what it is, that either abajes or 111 a greap 
^ me'afiire deftroys tljc. h4ppuiefs of good inea 
in this ftate J they live, here in E^irt^ily Bo- 
dies, which have ftrong fenliiftl Appccitts :^n4 ' 
]^ I Fai^icnsj 
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Paffions , an4 Aey feel alj the pajuis and diea- 
furcs of tiieBody^ wldgh Wkes many, afts of 
yirtue difficult and (ui^afy , in refiuing th^ 
impreflions of Senl^ y and denying . the grati- 
fication of the flelh i This XVorld is the Empire 
of Senle, every thing in if j^cMtrtsand flatters our 
'^nfes, and drawj off pur Minds from the Spi- 
liti^l Delights of Virtue and Relmon, whicH 
are the proper and natiiral I^Iignts of a rea- 
fonahle Spirit, and at beft eitremely. duljL the 
^pritual Senlatk)n and Htmhof the Soul^ and 
make the Delighb of Religion ^iht and lan^uid^ 
Which miiflr propdrtionaWy abate puffpiritiial 



Thfefd mortalBod^es want a greaf manynecef. 
fanes and conveniences oitife^the bare pf which 
emplo^j^s moft of our' Thoughts ahjl Tm\ i ^nd 
tho oiii- Secular Aj&irs willfumifh us with fre- 
'quent oppottiinitieS ofcxcrcifm|; great and excel* 
lent Virtiiesr, yet the wprlfJ is ^t to; gain too 
much upon usby our conftant Converfation with 
it : ah^ as fleih and Senfe prevails, fb the Spirii 
Jofes J and if thjs docs not defile the Soul: with 
worldly Lilfts , yet it tiakes us off v^ry much| 
from the frequent Snd vigorous ads oif a Divine 
Life, whiph is the true happinefs of a reafonablc 

Soul. ' • - ^ ^ '" ^ .: ■ ^ • 

' But then thcfc mortal Bodies are expofed to 
^Tcat' Wants and Sufferings ; bad men are inju- 
rious^ and Meeknefs , and Papenpe , and fuch 
tame and gentle Virtues ^npourage their injuries / 
faay^ true piety aftd Religion it felf may be the 
fcaufe and rcafonofoUrSuffcrinjg^rand when the 
Body fuffers ; the 'Soul fuffers with it 3 and this 
ilifles the prefent plpafures and fatisfac^on of 
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Virtue. ; and nothing can fupport the Spirits of 
good men under fucn Su&rings^ but the future 
expe^tions of great Jlewards. . So that in this 
ftate Virtue alone is not a fufiicietit' Reward to 
i( ielf j; for either its Pl^u^ are but &int and 
lanjgliidj or its Sid^eriiigs over-balance its Plea* 
fures. 

But yet if we will but fuppofea good man re* 
moved into fuch a flatc^iirnere Virtue and Piety 
wUi have its irecj unreftrained^ undifturbed exer- 
ci/e^ and can produce its natural me^^ withput 
juiy hindrance and interrupdon^thepic is demon* 
itrabl^ that Piety and Virtuemi^makemen hap* 
py j 9nd this fecures the Happinds of good nieti> 
whenever they remove out of cMe£odies^ and 
out of this World. 

Whenthefe Bodies and this WoddCanoolpngf 
er tempt or difturb us with its Pains ror Pleafures ; 
when the Care and JBuOnefi of ch^sl World cair 
np longer divert and . employ our Tiio^gHt»] 
when oad men can no toqger infure usj wheti 
our Souls are fee: ^t. liberty to ^sxi^tcife all thdr 
Rational Powen> whtfn we retiio9» inro a world 
of Spirits^ and cpnver(^ oqly widi:^)kimal Qb- 
\e&Sy which will as flrongly aficA our Minds^ as 
the things of thi^ world m ourSenfes^ then Vir- 
tue will and muft be a Rewardunio it felf ; them ^ 
the Pieafures of Wifdpm and ]Cnpwl^ge> and 
DiVix^e Paffipq^Sj w^l^e ravifiiing and tranfpoit* 
ing. 

Thus on ihe pth^ir hand^ the nature of ViqQ 
is fuch) su to make a rqifhoabie Creature miferq^ 
ble ; but yet a g^eat prpjperity in thii worlds 
and a conguence of all feniual En joymentSj may 
at pf^fent palliate and diflemUe^pr fur|)end theft 
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jiiaiignant InflueiKtes of a Vitlbiis Nature^ fniay 
make men unfenfible^ of tjhre waht of 'true Ra(t!()r 
nal and Divine Pleafiiresy'*<)!r of -the' pain ^i^d'Bi- 
Ihirbance of fiirfctPaflipris* hiay bindupoiirRea- . 
fon and Gonfciehce, arid giVe ftichan empire and 
predominancy tb-Senfe, that we can neither uiit* 
derftand nor relifli any other Pleafures but th9fe 
of <he Body^ anfl think dirflilreS' compleatlyhaph. 
py while^e Have thefet -But if- we wiU fiippole' 
/iich menftripe<!»f Flefli aAd Sefefe^ thrnft-biit^tiF 
thefe Bodied, and out of this' World, and.tKere is* 
an end of chmjbnfual Happinefsiand a fehfH^Uzc^ 
Scul is capSfblc of no other ,• ahd^ when all rimir 
Objects tkct removed; and fdch finful and diftem- 
pcred Mindi »e brought acquainted with them-: 
felves^ when the Virtue of thefe t)piates is it^enr^* 
an<! the Scttt jrAJoVers its fCTife'again^ then every 
iriciods pafljon^ptoires^a Fury ,' then Guilty and 
Siiania, ^dl^dary aiitd Defyairi and raging Re- 
ixiorfo, adl'thdit> feveral Twgedies infiich a nofi- 
fenA>e;3ouki ifftik fe tfae^trfie ^nature of Ciiful 
!»nd diforife'r^ Paffioios j '^iid thysthey muft dp' 
irhcn- they ad like tlieittfelt^s ,• and thu? rfiey 
will^do, Hvhjdn they are let lodfeupon us in tHe 

' t^Sb that the^liatural Key^Jnfs and Punifhiwents 
of Virttie'^lidVlcte, ttMi Vg^tue in its ovm nature 
fc the Life, <htlfi5tppiriels3 'Vkd the Death ancj 
Mifery cPa rtRiferiaHe Soul/dii necenariiy prove 
fhat if good and bad men remove oiit of tbi5 
iMi^A^ ht^h1k^^^t6''dii'^4^^^^ .Piety. 

•a«i*'Vtrfa«**i«uj!: -mafic- Wieft %!^ppyy and-'Vk*f 
. miferabl^^Jatidwfe may riftCft fe/^anted.'tha^ 
t^ori wiHr-eift^aiidki h:ip{^'i'%frd f^mift a mlf^rA- 
l^te'NhtUrflw. .. A . ;f-^s ::i. ^': . . -• ; ^: 
:;Ji,p . X 7. Thefp 
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7. Thcfc* natural Rewards and Poiiifliments of 
Virtub and Vlcc^ rfrea'gre^Inftrument of Pro- 
videric?, ' as 'they are {a inioft efiedual Anti- 
dote and 'Remedy . againft Sujicrftition^ whi^h 
/corrupts the M^tnners of Meii^ and debauches 
the world.. 

By bjiperflition,. I mean all thofe hv pocriticaj 
Arts of tipptifmg God^^ and prpciiring (as Favour, 
v;itkoiitdbefiA^is Laws, or reforming our Sins t 
Ihtimt^ $jch'Stl^rftitioris have been invented by 
tfeatbtnsyhy Jiv/s^ by Chripans themfelves/ efpc- 
eially by ^cCBtircB ^Rhmj which aboundswith 
them; Now thefeSuperflittons do not bnly fpoil 
all Religion, but corrupt mens Lives, and ^ive 
them gr^'t^ fecunty arid, ifttpudenec in rinnmg, 
iwhich pvettijms the gpoid. Government erf thd 
World. PW while irieri persuade themfekes, than 
they niay . jive as diey lift, and comttiit vyhat 
tillaniesthfey pleafe, and yet cfcape the Wradj 
and y&igeancfe, nay obtain' the Favour of GodJ 
febdi in tWs world krid in'the ftext, it feft them 
free froitf all Laws and Gdveirnfnent/ and leaves 
ho reftfiaiht on them,* btir what the' Laws of 
Men, and the Rods and Axes of Princes lay on 
them. 

But when mien eonfider, that God has fo con- 
trived the feature of things, that Virtue muft 
piake men happy, and Vice miferable, they can-^ 
not imagine, that God can be reconciled to wick- 
ed men, unlefi they think that he will alter the 
nature of Virtue and Vice for them*^ the Rewards 
and Punifhmenrs, the Hapf^inefs and Mifery of 
eood ahd bad men are not n6w arbitrary things^ 
at the difp6fal of God's arbitrary will ahd plea- 
Tyre, but God muft new toak^ Man again, 16 
. * ,. make 
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make gpod tntn miferaM?^ and tad m^ft^htppy j 

diey/npax as well expeifteafe in a Jpj|tpf the Uput 

or Stone J, or He^|pi in the J^^xyms of a 

i^ever, as that a wiefe?4: and corrupt JSJatu^e 

flipuid receive the. Rewards of fcel^ 

tue. ■• " ' ; •-,,•'/ . 

I Jhis is the firft gyi^enqe we 1 

Providence^ which governs die 

vine Juftice wh^ch is intervtoven 

things^ which hasannexed fiich i 

and Funiihments to Virtue and\ 

inarked them out for, the proper < 

Favour ci Verigeanicc. . . 



II. Another Evidence ^ 
and Government , is ^e i 
Governments' for die Punii 
^d the Rewards of yirty< 
^ripture^ that Humane P( 
Srdained by God j I need only direft you to 
I}. Rem. for the propf of it ; thougjd indeed tlie 
liature of die thing, prpves it felf^^ if we allow 
that Gp^ made the world j for he pas made man 
fuch ^ Creature^ diat Human Government is ab- 
iblutely necelTary, and to make Human Goyernn- 
ment neceffary is a natural Inftitutipp of it. Nfan 
is a fociable Creature, who cannot live alpne, but 
muft unite into Societies j and the experience of 
Mankind proves, that Sociedes cannot be prefer* 
yed witjiout Civil Government, to maintain the 
Rights, and tp reftrain the VJolencesand Injuries 
of men j that if God had not by any dired and 
immediate InftitutiPnfet up any Government, nor 
inverted any particular perfons with Authority 
^d ppwer to govern Ptners j yet men, if they 
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mp^ Uvc .tog^cr, which is neceffary to the 
b^ppixi0 q{ Huii)an> life ., mpft ftf up a Go- 
yerntwiw: Aeial^v^B^ 1>y piutual confent;, , ajqid ip- 
truftfome perfoog.^tbjtfeefidmiiiif^ration of it ; 
tQ.lfqf};^^ thus it 'h y there i&no Nadqn in the 
wpr|d ^thoutijCHiie j(Ui4 of Governments ^Hii 
.Ood) M^hp jnade eheworW, h»s rngde if .neceffa- 
yy ^at it ^ould b^ (oj. and whatever .the na?ur^ 
of thtflg%njakes n^^bmryy ought to be afcfibcd 
so thp aefign;a|i^coniriyan<?e ^the. wife.Maker 
pf thexp^ J haveiofo^]idefpifedd)€ Resfoniijgs of 
^ isLt^ Atheiftical PWJpfopJher^lvb© has >contribu- 
t^^, ft) muph so the debauching this Age,v who 
will by ho mean^aflovy'^ that th^re is any fuch 
tl^ng a$ a Law of ; jl^tiire, .buit ,wh;at other men 
cajl t4ws of Natureji he riefolyes. into arbitjrary 
Cpmpa<a§ gnd Agr$em^nts^mpn§ men^ andinr 
duftrioufly proy^, how ^nsccfffaiy 4t; is for men to 
confcafe to iuch Ia,w$, if they would live happi- 
ly together J as if; tliere could, be a plainer de^ 
jnionftration^ or a,betterdefinitioii;-of aliwof 
Nature, than what the Nature of things 
Snakes neceffary to the Happinefs of Mankind, 
and. of Human Societies,- for. if this be not a 
]Law,.of Nature, nothing is. And., whatever Laws 
and Inftitutionsf faeceJftrily refult from, the Nar 
ture of Things, ,muft be owing to the Author of 
Nature. . ^ 

This is fufficient to the defign of my prefent 
Argunent , to prove , that God does take care 
t>f the Government of the World, in that he ha$ 
inftituted Human Government*, which is fa 
great an Inftrument of his Providence ,• wliich 
jpdeed pur Experience tells us, lays greater 
keftraints in many cafes upon the JLufts and 
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Paffiotis of men, than the Hopes and Fegfs of 
the other world do. No^ Will any mah fzy, 
that God takes no carer of the Government of 
the wdrld, wheninallNations he has his Officers 
and Minifters to execute Juflice, and to main- 
tain Peace and Order ? We "may as weU Tay^ 
that a Prince- negleAs the CSovernment of his 
Kingdom, becauie he does not do every thing 
in hK own Perfon, but by his Alinifters : it be- 
comes the Wii9om and A^jefty of the Divine 
Providence to govern the world by Human Me- 
thods, and by the Miniftry of his Creatures, as 
far as it can be fe governed, and not to inters 
pole by an immediate Power, but in urgent Kfe- 
ceffity, where Human Methods fail. 

;. And this we have plain Proofs of 'alio, 
that God does ihterpofe by a fecret and in^ 
vifible Providence to fupply the Defers, br 
correct die Miicarriages oi PuhlickrGovernmem, 
or to reward and puni^-M^n, and take card 
of Ms Creatures, in fuch Infhnces as &U 
not under the cognizance of Human Qovem-^ 
. jnent. ' 

I confefs, ie is no eafy matter in ordinary 
cafes to* prove the inteipofel of the Divine Pro- 
viclence, becaufe God brings^ great ttungs to pais 
by Natural Caufes, Unfeen Accidents, or the 
Miniftry of men, while they feem to follow 
their own Natures j and to purfue their private 
Interefts, Defigns and Panions. For in all 
fudT Events we know not what to aftribu^ to 
God, and wha^ to Creatures/ when God concuW 
with (ifeaturesby k fecret and invifible Influence 
and Power, which makes fuch men as are un- 
willing to believe a Providen9e, to,afcribe all -to 

Cr^u? 
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JEfeatiires, whd arc th? vifible AAors in it ; and 
therefore td (arisly y^u, that God does by a wife 
ahd JuflL %6tigh many times an invifible Power 
i;ihd]yiu€fnc^ cofifn 

iferwithme; 

I. "]t;hiat we! haVeWany EXampfcs of God's g6* 
^irefhing the World by an immediate and rifmle 
Pciwer^ which proves, thatatleaft in inch cafes 
he does cbhcem himfeff in Hunian Affairs, to re- 
ward jgood BTten,^ asd.to punifii the wickfed. If 
v^e iWUalloU^ the Ifobks ot Mofes ind Jfifhua to be 
^ tnie Hiftoiiy, we need no other proof of this : 
thefewe read, that God dcftrbyedthe old World 
by d dduge of Watery and preferved Noah and 
hii^FamiiyintheAxkj thathedcftroyed5i»^<?i»and 
Gomorrah with Fi^i from tteaVen, and font his Ai^ 
gels to fetch tatnt of it j there we read all the 
Miracles God wrought in E^nt by the hand of 
Alofeiy fot the puniflunent of tlie Egfptiansy and 



the deliverance of Ifrael j how God overthrew 
Pharaoh md his Hoft in the Red Sea, whkh divi- 
ded its waters and gave a fafe paflage to the Anthie^ 
of ijrdiii ^y whsft a long ferics and fucceffionf of 
Miriclcs God led J/r^e/ tfirough the WiidemefiV 
ipuniflied their rebellion and wfckedncfs. deftroy- 
ed their Enemies, and gave ttiem pofleffion of 
the.promrfed Land j how he delivered therft hiS 
JLaWl from Mount Sinai, in* an audible V6iice; 
and with a terrible App^rahce j placed his Ta-' 
bernacle^ among thenr^ where he dwelt, and 
from ^whence he gat'e forth his Oracles and Re- 
fponfes, and governed //rj^'/ as vifibly as a Tent--. 
poral Prince governs, his Subje(ft& 



ty- 
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This 1$ an i -^^L, > 

the. Worldin t d^wrpye^ 

.the whole Wc s j that in 

the days ol J\ ^, ^ri jidle 

Spe<9:ator of j • ;^at Hi 
the days of Mofes he undertook the PuriilHmcnt 

of %/p^,with his oWn Jjp' 

r<f^/ by anitpmedjajej ^ 

ihould we, 4onht. Sisfp,{ ^p 

World af c^t^e^^j^^ ?r-. 

pofeby ^uQ^i ai^ if^edi? r ?, 

Js God lefs'/.concerne pf 

ihe'^orld^ jioWj^^^liaijl h< Js 

Jielefscb|T.cerjiQ^;fQ^go an 

of the Jtwi y .and k pc 

p entiles ?.' ; ^ The j^rOphe< [3^ 

'tlieJflife^ anft,Gi:bwth, jir 

'Monarchiesjisa^^plainp ^ ^ ce 

of God was .not (Confined xo^^Mdea : 'Of ^ we 
'think^ that i^l^ing is to be a^ttributed to <jod^ 
but only ,^mct qiiraculous' and Tt^rna'tur^l Ef- 
fe<3:s ? As.ir'Xjp^ could not govern his .Creatures 
without oJffer^ a perpetuar Viplence to their 
!^Jatures^ ^iji^mc^' would b? ia great bie'qii^ ,^o .his' 
WilcJcin jp .. piaking the^ Wofld^ it he 0|jpn6t 
govern ii w^thput , unmakii^g it again j fpr to al- 
ter the ]SIatirc of ^ Things'^is in part to linmake 
them'; as if Gpd. could hb^Jieer and difp<^ 
the Gour'fjb :Qf. Mature by/^!-Jhvif)bJc H^a^. ?^. 
•as, if he' gopld. not ififlfiience the minds bf* 
Men^ and govern their tlibughts, and counfels^ 
and paflions^without an audible Voice from Hea-. 
ven? God never intendqcl to govern the World 
by a conftant Series of Miracles^ for he can go- 

v'elii' 
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va^ i^po^J^ ' wiAout tljem j ancj ^t is mn^ 
fcdjccf ^ mi ^Qiu3, for it bffers ^efs V iojcnce to 
n^ns.ff^fl^\:.M)dh a greater trial pf;their Faith 
and V^itpe ; ^Bpt (ince bad men areio defirous to 
deliver themlelves ffoqi.^e^ fears of an'iiivifible 
|^9>re^s^ldJllftice9 ijtv(asfi,ttixig tibat'Ood /hpuld 
. giTejl^^orld Ibme pla^ aa'd utidel^able'Telli- 

copgnSpi^ ^^, jhat.jv^ lie dpes not feem to 
take ntifqjsj aU:3giimaA Af- 

fei^^an^ A)es wl^tfo^jrc^ pleafeth,liin} both in 

. ,l^VSJtt^§M*«?=W? uplain j .that.thete vifible 
Beii^^AiO^ Oovernmentanf^v^r ajl 

me Ooje^ions of Atheiffs and ' Infidels againfl 
Pjcoyi^aio^^ j;^if ^l^e .^picarfi^ thinks that, the Go- 
vepnmpnf/^f .tne Worjil^ ind, the.c^re of every 
pardcm^rj XJi'e^^^ too gfc^t >,diftur- 

bjince to the-protoimd; Eafe, and Reft, janid per- 
fcA Haopihefs of Iiis. God ; tnofe' lijideniable 
Examples of , 6oa s "Providence^ particularly in 
the cor^tii^Cpytrt^^ of ,the Jewi^ Nation^ 
is.z ptain "CjpnfU^tiori'of this i for the Govern- 
m&tit pi tb^e. whoie. V^Qrld* is no-greater Diftur- 
^aace to an Ihifinito pS^M^df, than the Govern- 
\ meat of p;ae:)Nationisj ' and yet God did not ne- 
gleo: th^ (Syvernme^ prrthe Jiw^ for fear of 
difturl^Jjog-his $a|fe a^ /. * y 

''lfyi>^.^^y^,^ ."^2^^ 9f the world^; and the 
Goyei^'erit Jo^ Cre^ below the care oT an 

Infmiter^Beifi^' too , inconfiden^.tile for him ro 
Blind •• How IS Th^s eWorld more below bis care 
than tne Qld. World was ? Or how is the \yhole 
Wbrjid V:more unyvorthy of liis Caie than the 
j?ni//|[i,^aiiqn was ? we may admire indeed) the 
'..'""' ' " • " Love, 
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■ Love^ ari4 Goodniifs^ancS Cbiil^dAlfoit bf Qody 
that he fiiUnbleth hifaifelf to \ySo\Bt thfe' tfim^ 
both in Heaven and jiri Eaithj Ijuit ttto^^ it is 
feafon enough to t^re his GooBnifii 1e ft rio 
i-eafonto:deiiVhis'Pi-bVfa6nce:''j/ "'■ 

If.we oi>je« thatf^great Widciift|(to^^ 
• over-rtin ' ^he tVort(C%at \i(^em]l:^i^ 

, LeWdfiefs?, Whifch isidftbmittdd m'lt;^\}5$ \m 
been i much bettfer Af gttnenc aiaJrift fSfe^^s go- 
ve^nil^^g the Old Wdrid. whdii#FlcQf1iaaxor^ 
ftipted its ways, than it \i noW^j and yet fliev 
found God a Righteous and T©tifl?le"Jud|;^;; io 
did 5a^(>)» and Gomcn^Mh; fo did th<j lAHabitants 
of CaHaanl when ithfc' ihealor^e of tlielt Imquiey^ 

- wasftiU. ^ .: "^ •' f 

If we objea tfie Sufferings of gobrf^fai&i, iioA 

the profperity of the wicked, 'igainft Providence jf 

thus It was in the3^<?ii//^Nation;thoirgh (}od wa(y 

manifeftly their King ajid Qoyerrtorj; 'sbiaippeaiV 

' from the many Complaints of D^idvind SdlQ- 
mon^ and the Prophets^ about this riidtter : And 
if good meft majr fufFer^ ahd thewid^lsfd'jitoTpei^, 

' in. a Nation which (^od does gd^)^efni ifl^s' h ti6 
Argument againftOo^'sPfbyidende^ Gcrtrcm- 
ment of thfe whole Wbricf. * ,*: * \| • 

2. Since it is etrideitt from tfrefe Miraculbtfs 
Providences that God dops at leaft fbfneribies in- 
terpofe in the Govemfnent of the Wbrld, ahd 
that this is ^ gootf Argument thit 'hi- tbvijjis^ 
tlie World sft other times aHb, whefi'he'dQesfibt 
Work Miracles ^ I fay, having lald'thi Fdohda- 
iion^ it K no hard matter to rr^ce the ^laijnlFootf- 
:fteps of Providence in more ordinatyiOccriWdftce.^l 
for we may eafily difcover a Divine Wlfdc^tnaM 
Jurtice in many Events; which have'riofhfng^ira^ 

cutout 
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lous in them : Whatever favours of deep Coun-* 
fel and Defign, and is of mighty Gonfequence to* 
the Government of the world, alndyet is brought 
to pafs without any Human Forefight arid Con- • 
trivance, not 6hly befides, but contrary to the 
Intentions and Defigns of the vifible Adors^ ought 
to be attributed toaninvifibleWifdom; for Chanc^ 
can no more govern the World wifely, than it 
can make it. , 

When great and wonderful things are done by 
an unfeen concurrence of many cafual and for- 
tuitous Events ; when the greateftPolititians ara 
outwitted^ thek Counfek diftraded, their Mea- 
sures broken, their Defigns defeated^without any 
vifible Wifdom or Power to oppofe themj when 
* the Hearts of Princes are turned like, the Rivers 
of Waters, and fuch an unaccopntgble Change 
manifeftly ferves fome great Ends of Providence; 
tvhen men of contrary Interefts and FaiSiions , 
withcUt advinng With each other, or reconciling 
their own Quarrels, Ihall uncxpedcdly confpiri 
in the fame, things and intend toTerve their own 
contrary Ends by it i I fay in fuch cafes, whether 
it have the Approbation of God or no, his Hai^d 
IS certainly in it. 

When the Puntlhrafents of bad men carrjr the 
Marks and Characters of their Sins oh them jf 
when thofe who in a Drunken Quarrel have kil- 
led their Friends or their Neighbours, and efca* 
ped Publicjc Juftice, fall in the fame manner irif 
a Drunken 'Quarrel J when an UnjuliOppreflbf 
is ruin'd by Un juft Oppreflioni ind thofe who hatdt 
(polled Widows and Orphans, leave their owft ^ 
Widows and Orphans a rich Prev to other Spoilf 
ers : this made AdonibczA eonfels the Rightfcouf^ 
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nefs of the-Divine Providence, when he had his 
Thumbs and great Toes cut off^ Three/core and ten 
Kings having their thumbs and great Tees cut'cffy ga- 
• thcred their nteat under Yny table; as I have done^ fo 
hrtb th*i Ldvd requited me^ I Judges 7. 

When fecret Sins^ efpecially barbarous Mur- 
ders^ are difcovered by fome Itrange Accident, . 
and fuch Sinners brought to puniftiment \ when 
; wicked and mifchievousDefigns and Confpiracies 
are defeated at the very inftant of Execution^ as 
in the Cafe of HawanandMcrdecai^ and the Gun- 
powder Treafon ,• when men venwre upon any 
wickednefs to avoid a Mifchief which they fore- 
fee, and by that very means bring that Mifchief 
on tbemfelves, which they intended to prevent,- 
thefe and fuch like are remarkable Inftances of a 
Divine and Unfeen Jultice which governs the 
World. 

And not to infift too long on this ; Notwith- 
ftanding all the Difcrders and Irregularities we 
. complain of in the World, notwithftanding the 
many AfRicftions and Sufferings of Good Men, and 
the great profpei ity of the Wicked,whoever con- 
fiders things wifely, mull confefs it an argument 
of a Wife Providence,, that the World is kept in 
fuch good order as it is ; that good men are no 
jjreater Sufferers than they are, when there are 
10 many wicked men to opprefs them, but com- 
monly make as good a fliift here as bad men do ; 
nay,excepting the cafe of Perfecution,^d except- 
ing fome very few profperousSinners,c(capemuch 
better than wicked men do j that if we could 
adjuft the Account,, and make fair Allowances 
for that vaft difproporcion there is between the 
. numbers of good and bad m^n^ it would be 

found 
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ibund that good men/ notwithftanding ill tjid 
Difadvantages they labour under^ are much the 
inoft profperous part of Mankind. * 

Whenweconfider how often the Power of thd 
world, and the Adminiftration of Juftice is in cor-^ 
rupt and wicked hands, it is wonderful to fee^ 
that as to thcgeneral Concerns of Mankind, Ju- 
ftice is {o equally adminiftrcd, that Human Socl^ • 
cries are not titoken and diffolved by the furious 
Lufts and Paffions of men. 

It is wonderful to obferVewhat an unfeeii ind 
ftcadyHand holds the Balance of theWorld, and 
fets Bounds to the Ambition of *Princcs,and keeps 
^he moft threatning Torrents within their own 
JBanksj nay,when theWorld feems to be in Con* t 
fufion and inextricable Diforders, paft the redreft 
of all HumanWifdom and Counfel, reftores Peace 
sUid Order again. Such Events as thefe can be 
afcribed otily to fomeunfeen Wifdbm andPowel^ 
which governs theWorld. 

3. Having fliewn what Evidence we haVe that 
God does govern the World ^ prefent j let us 
nowconfider the Force of this Confequcnce,Thil 
therefore .God will judge the World hereafter. 
No^ this feems to me to be a felf-eyident Con- 
fequence, that if God Govern the Word, he will 
judge it ^ that is, reward every man according to 
his Works," for the principal A61 of Government 
is to Judge f and it is impoffible he ihould be a 
wife and juft Governor who does not judge. 

The difference between the Providence of God, 
or his pi*fent Government of the World, and i . k 
' Final Judgment, is no more but this,- That the y' 
teive different ends^ and therefore muft have dit^ 

£ a; fer eni 
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fcrcnt Rules and Meaflires, but they are both 
God's judging the World j and therefore if God 
begins his Judgment of Mankind in this world, 
there is no realon to doubt but he will finifli and 
^Derfeift his Judgment in the next: If he judges 
Mankind now as far as is proper to the ftate of 
this world, it is afufficient reafon to believe that 
in the next world he will exercife fuch Ads of 
Judgment as aj*e proper for that iftite. 

The great Ends of Providence in this world, 
are the Prefervation of Human Societies , the 
Encouragement of Piety and Virtue, and the Dis- 
couragement of Vice i to keep men under Difci- 
pline, to lay Reftraints upon their Lulls andPaC- 
iions, to wean them from the love of this World, 
to exercife their Graces, their Faith^and Patience, 
, and Charity j and by the different Methods of 
KindnefsandSeverity,fashis ownWifdom judges 
beft and fitteft) to reclaim the wicked and the 
wandringProdigals,and to advance good men to 
greater degrees and perfedions of Goodnefs: The 
end of God's judging Mankind in the next world, 
is to allot men luch Rewards ^nd Punifliments as 
Heproportioned to their works and defens; to be- 
Itow Eternal Life on good men, and to execute 
the threatning of Eternal Death upon bad men, 
which is the final Conclufion and Confummation 
of Judgment: And if God judges all men in this 
world as far as is neceflary for this world, it is 
reafonable to think that he will perfcd his Judg- 
' ment in the World to come. 

Now it is plain he does the firft, as will appear 
, , from Particulars : He correds the Mifcarriages of 
Publick Government, Publick Injuftice and Op- 
preflion, a Publick Contempt of God and of Re- 
ligion, 
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llgion^ and of all things facred, a general Cor- 
ruption c.'Manners^and an Inundation of Wick- 
ed nc(s. Such Nations feldom efcape long without 
a fevere Scourge, unlefs God makes ufe of them to 
fcourge othcfNations as wicked asthemfelves. But 
aRighreous and Religious Nation,which preferves 
Juftice among men, and the Knowledge and 
Reverence, and Woiihip of God, is the Darling 
and Favourite of Providence, and isblefled with 
all profperous Succeffes both at Home and A- 
broad: So the Wife Man tells us, that rtghttoufnefs 
exalt eth a natiofiy hut Jin is the reproach of any pea- 
fie. Thus it is apt to do of it felf, but the Di- 
vine Juftice anfl Providence takes care that it fliall 
do (b : For thoetery particular good man is not re- 
warded, nor every particular bad man puniflied 
in this World, yet God governs Kine;doms and 
Nations by a more equal and fteady Juftice: For 
inde*ed Publick Societies are the^ principal Objeds 
of his Rewards and Punifliments in this world, 
becaufe the good gpvernment of Mankind de^ 
pends fomuch upon it. The Virtues or Vices 
of private men have but a narrow influence, and 
can do but little good or hurt ; but publick Go- 
vernment is a publick Good orMifchief, and the 
Diforders of if are like an Eclipfe of the Sun, > 
^ which brings Darknefs upon the World ; and 
therefore fuch a very wicked Nation is feldom 
^long unpuniftied, or a righteous Nation opprefs'd. 
And this is a vifible Exercife of God's Judg- 
ment in this world , in rewarding or puniflt- 
ing Kingdoms and Nations , which are the 
great Wheels- of Providence whereon the re- 
gular Motion and good Government of thp 
World depends j as I obferved to you before ^ 
E 5 that 
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that God goTcrns the World by ereAing Hoinaii 
Goyemments^ aad therefore is more elpedally 
* pOAcerned to gO¥^er(i them. 

Thus in order to difcourage Wickednefs^ and 
to encourage trae Piety and Virtue 5 which is 
another End of Providence , it is not necef- 
iary that God ihould reward every Good 
Xlan ^ or punifh every Bad Man in this World j 
fbme few ^eat Examples of fuch Rewards 
and Punifbments are fufficient to this purpofe^ 
efpeoially if they are io many and fo frequent 
ftUt no Bad Man can prpmiie himfelf Impuni- 
ty even in this life y nbr any Gocxi Man 
Have reaibn to defpond ^ or dillruft Providence* 
And as many Complaints as there are of the 
Profperity of Bad Men^ and the Suffering; of 
^9 pood y yet every Age and every Coun- 
trey, nay, almofi every Village, will fumifli us 
widi io many Examples of Miierable Sinners, 
and of theVifible Rewards of Virtue, as are abun- 
dantly enough to make all confidering Men re* 
yercnce the Divine Juilice and Providence i 
and therefore God exerdfes as great, as frequent, 
gs yifible AAs of Judgment as the State of this 
world requires. 

EfpedaUy when we confider. That this 
Wprld is a State of Discipline, a School of Vir* 
tue , vhere we muil learn to govern our Paffi- 
pns and Appetites, to conquer Vicious Ha- 
bits , and to live abovo^^e Body and the Plea- 
fures of it i to forgive Injuries, to love Enemies, 
to fuffer patiently, to be contented with a litde^ 
to truft Providence, to live by Faith and Hope 
dt imifeen things. Now fuch a flate as thisxnoll 
i' - -^ • ; • ' = no| 
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not admit of an exaft Diftribution of Rewards 
and Puniflimcnts. , Bad Men muft not always be 
puniihed for their Sins^ becaufe fometimes Exter- 
nal PA^ofpcrity, and a fenfe of the Divine Good^ 
nefs^ may work more kindly on them,- oc if they 
be puniffied, their Puniflimcnts muft be rather 
Corre<aions than Ads of Juftice ^ that is,* they 
muft not always bear proportion to their Deferts, 
but to their Cure, as aFatheaiporreds his Child, 
not fo much to*punifli his Pault, as to reform 
it : And for the fame reafon good men muft 
not always be profperous, for they may need 
Adverfity to exercife , increafe and brighten 
their Virtues, and to make them greater Exam- 
ples to the World j or if God fees- fit to reward 
them, it muft be in fuch Inftances^ and fuch 
Proportions as they can bear ^ not always whaf 
they may deferve ^ but what will be* for their 
good. 

Thus God governs theWorld with great Juftice 
and Judgment, as far as die ftate of this World 
requires and admits; and what reafon then is there 
to quettion whether God will judge Mankindin 
thf World to com^ ? 

His Exercife of Juftice and Judgment in this 
World proves that he is the Judge of the World, 
not an idle and unconcerned SpeAator of Human 
Adions; that he interetts himielf in the Affairs of 
Mankind, is fblicitous to make all his Creatures 
happy; is an Enemy toWickednefs and to wick- 
ed men; but the Friend , ProteAor , and Fa- 
ther of good men : And if Gpd be the Judge of 
theWorld, whyftiould we think that he win not 
judge it? Nay, if he actually executes Juftice and 
Judgment in this World, wHy fhould we think 
. ;^ 4 that 
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that he has rcfeiVed no A<fts of Judgment for the 
next World, which is a more .proper place for it, 
and requires fomedifierent Ads of Judgment pe- 
culiar to that ftate. If God reward good men, 
and punifh wicked men in thisWorld,whyftould 
we think that h^ has referved no Rewards orPu- 
niflunents for them in the next r efpecially if we 
confider dicfe two things : ' 

I. That it is ffety evident- that th^ Judgment 
of Gpd in this World is net final; that is, that 
cheBleflingsGod beftows upon good men in this 
world are not the only Rewards he intends for 
them, nor the prcfent Evils and Calamities he 
brings upon bad men, their only Punifliments : 
This is very plain and exprefs in Scripture j but 
I muft not appeal to Scripture now, while I am 
iurguing trom Reafon, and therefore muft con- 
sider what Natural Indications we have of 
fhis; As, \ 

I.. That good and bad men live together, in- 
tcrini^t in this World, in the fame Countrey,the 
, iame Neighbourhood, hay, the fume Family, and 
therefore God does not intend finally to reward 
igood menor punifli the wicked here, for thatre- 
guires a Separation of them; the fame pface will 
not admit of perfed Happinefs and perfcd Mi- 
fery, which muft be the effed of a final Judgr- 
ment, for their very Neighbourhood will hecef- 
jlarily allay each other. ; 
' Unlef^ Gpd fhould make good men other 
pf eaturp$ than they now are, it would be impot- 
fibl0 for them' tofee the perpetual Executions, ancj 
the amazing Miferies of Sinncrs,withoutdifturb- 
ing their own Eafe apd Reft; and then they could 

;• t- ' ^ '''•'•'■'' • 'not 
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not be perfeftly happy, in this World. As things 
now are^ the many Miferies and Calamities of 
Human Life excrcife the Pity andCompaffionof 
good men^ and afflid: them with a tender and 
painful fenfe of other Mens Sufferings; and what 
would it then do^ were all wicked men fpuniih- 
ed in this world according to their Deferts,which 
would make this world the very Image and Pi- 
ifture of Hell ; a very unfit place for good men to 
be happy in. And if good men were all perfci9r 
ly rewarded in this world, bad men who live and 
converfe among them could not be perfeAlymi- 
ferablej for to live In a happy Place, and among 
happy People, is fome allay of Mifery, at leaft 
it is not like being condemned to Eternal Night 
and Darknefs, to the Company of Devils and 
damned Spirits. / 

. Beiides this, without a miraculous Providence, 
good meii cannot live among the wicked,but they 
muft fuffer fromphemj nor bad men live among 
the good, but they muft receive good from them j 
and therefore neither of them can be perfeftly 
happy, pr perfecitlynliferable while they live to- 
jgether. ^ 

Were there no more in it but tliis,the very wick- 
ednels of men, their Lewdne(s,Injuftice,Oppr^ 
fion, Prophananefs, contempt of Godand Religi- 
on, would be a perpetual Trouble and Vexation 
to the good, as the Soul of righteous Lot was grie- 
ved with the filthy Converfation of the vnpKed^ 
and this makes a great abatement in their Happi- 
nefs : And yet it would not be a le(s Miracle to 
preferve alt good men from the Injuries of i;he. 
.wicked, who live among them, efpecially \i{hea 
they are ^eprevailiiig Numbers, aadhgvegr^t 

ipower 
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Power to do mifchief^ than it was toprelerveDi^- 
nkl in the Liohs Den, from being devoured by 
thofe hungry and ravenous Beafts. 
. Nay, it is imppffible that God Ihould punifli 
all wicked men in this world, without involving 
fome good menin their Calamities and Sufferings: 
When God puniflies a wicked Nation with Plague, 
or Famine, or Sword,* when he fires a City, and 
reduces all theBuildingsof itto a heap of Rubbifli, 
hovf is it poffible but that good and bad men 
who live together, muft fuffer in fii<;h a com- 
mon Calaimty ? There is reafon enough why 
God ihould now fpmetimes(|>ermit this, becauie 
even good menmay deferve fuch corre<ftions,and 
he caneafily recompence them other ways ,• but 
this would be no reafon, if good men were to re- 
ceive their final reward in this World ^ for then 
they ought to be exempted from thePunifhments 
of the wicked. 

Thus howimpoiSble is it for God to punilh all . 
bad men here, without punifhing good men in 
them ? Have not many good men very wicked 
Relations, for whom they huve a very tender Af- 
fedion; Parents, or Brethren, or Children, or 
thofe who are nearer to them than *all tliefe? And 
can they be contented to be witnelTes of their 
SufFerings? This cannot be, unl^fs good men in 
fuch cales could diVeft themfelves of natural Af- 
fedions^whichwe fee is not,and cannot be done^ 
and if it <iould, would be a greater mifchief to 
the World, than the fufferingswof bad men would 
do good to it. 

And for the fame reafon bad men cannot be 
perfeAly miferable in this World, while good 
men live among them j for unlefs C|od ihould 

for- 
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forbid tfiie cxcrcife of feme of the moft excellent 
Virtues of the Chriftian Life, and which are iii 
themfelves moft beneficial to the world j good 
men will exercife great Charity and Goodnefi, 
Forgivenefs and Patience towards the wicked, 
will relieve their Wants, and pity they- Suffer- 
ings, and be their Patrons and Advocates both 
with God and Men ; that is, will do good to 
them, and procure Bleflings for them. 

The interceffions of good men very often di- 
vert Judgments, and obtain great Bleffings for a • 
very wicked Nation. Sodom it felf had efcaped 
upon theinterceffionof -r4^r^i&i?w, had there been 
Ten Righteous Perfons found in it : And God 
very often fpares a wicked Nation for the fake 
ofgood men who live among them, and muft 
fufter by fuch publick Judgments ,• that is, he 
fpares bad men to favetheRighteous. Thus God 
beftowsmanyTemporalBleffingsupontheFriends, 
Relations, and Pofterity of good men, tho they 
are wicked j and this is part of the Reward of 
Piety and Virtue in- thisWorld ; and therefore all 
good men cannot be rewarded, and all wicked 
men puniflied in this world,- becaufe many good 
men muft be puniflied in the Punifliments of the" 
wicked, and many wicked men muft efcape, 
nay, muft profper in the world, as a Reward of 
the good J. \/*ich is not eonfidered by thofe who 
make the Impunity and Profperity of fome bad 
men an Argument againft Providence ; when 
the very Profperity of thefe bad men is many 
times the Reward of' Virtue , and a defign'd 
Favour and Indulgence, to the good. But 
what I have now faid , plainly proves that 
fjod's Judgment in this World is not final , be- 
" • • caul^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^O A Pradical Di/courfir ceHcernhg 

caufe good and bad men live together ; and it is 
abfolutely neceffary that they fliould be parted, 
V/hen God comes to' render to every man accord- 
^g to his Works i as our Saviour declares that 
they (hall be at the Final Judgment^ when the 
She^pfliali be placed on his Right Hand, and the 
Goats on the left. 

2. That God's Judgment in this world is not 
Finals appears from this, that all good men are 
toot rewarded, nor all wicked men puniflied in 
this World^ as they ought to be, if God did not 
intend to judge men in the next world for what 
they have done in this*. 
That this is lb, I need not prove, becaufe we 
^ every day fee it j and this is made a great Obje- 
^on againft Providence , that many bad mpn 
are proiperous, and many good men afflidred. 
And a foolifh Objecftionit is againft Providence, 
but a very good Argument for a Future Judg- 
ment. 

When we have Ho many Arguments to prove 
that God does govern the World, that he does 
even in this Lite reward good men, and punifh 
the wicked, as much as is neceflary for the good 
Government of the world, it is very abfurd to 
confute all this only by faying that he does 
not govern the World as we think he ought 
to govern it ; that is, (hat he doei not pumfli 
every bad man, nor reward every good man 
in dfiis. Life. Whoever would make good this 
Argument, muft prove, that there is no other 
World after , this , wherein God can reward 
thofe good men, and punifh thofe wicked men, 
whom he has not fuffidently rewarded or pu- 
nifhed in this life ^ or he muft prove that it is 
,, abfolutely 
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abfblutely neceffary to the ends of Government^ 
to reward every good man, and to puniih every 
wicked man in this World, and not to defer their 
final Rewards and Punifliments to the next j for 
if it be granted that there is another World after 
this, and that God if he fees fit may defer the 
final Rewards and Punifliments of good and bad 
men to the next World ; then this is no ObjeAi- 
on at all againft Providence. 

3ut theninftead of being anObjedion againft 
Providence, it becomes a ytry ftrong Argument 
for a Future Judgment : For if God does govern 
and judge* the World, and yet Juftice is not e- 
qually and impartially adminiftred to all men^but 
lome good men are greatly affiifted, and fome 
wicked men are greatly profperoiis, it is little lefs 
than a Demonftration, that there is fome other 
Judgment to come, befides what God exercifes 
in this World: For it is certain, if God judge 
the World at all, he will judge it righteoufly, 
and will render to every man according to his 
Works,* for Juftice andRighteoufhefi is eftential 
to the Notion of a God j and therefore fince we 
fee this is not always done in this World, we • 
inuift conclude that God's Judgment of Mankind 
does not end withthisWorld,lHit extends to aFu- 
ture State ; that is, that there is a Judgment to 
come after this Life, when we fliall be re^yarded 
according to our Works. 
f • ;. That the Judgment ofgSod in this world 
is not Final, appears from this, that the Rewards 
and Punifliments of this life cannot be the final 
and proper Rewards and Puniflimentsof good and 
bad men: External Profperity,and External Mife- 
ries and Suffering, are the only Reward and Pu- 
nifliments 
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ilifliments we are capable of in •this Life ; andt 
therefore, when God would vifibly exprels his 
Kindnefs and Favour to good/ men, he mates 
them profperous ; and when he would exprefs his 
Anger and Difpleafure againft the wicked; he pu- 
niflies theni with fomeTemporal Evils: And this 
is all that can be done in this Worlds except the 
peace and fa tisfadion^ or the guilty remorfe of' 
our own Confciences, which God can heighten as 
he fees fit. Bnt now it is certain, that: external 
Profperity is not the proper and peculiar Reward -^ 
of Virtue, nor external Sufferings the peculiar Pu- 
mlhment of Sinj forif they were^ajuftand rigHte^ 
bus Judge could never permit bad men to be pro^ 
fperous^nor good men to be afflided, if Profperi*. 
ty were due only to Virtue, and Afflidions and 
Sufferings to Vice : The promifcuousDiftributi^-- 
on of the good and evil things of this world, both 
to good and to bad men, proves thatProfperityii 
riot alwaysgood,norAdverfity always evil J that 
Profperit^is rather a prefent Encouragement, 
than the proper Reward of Virtue ,• and External 
Calamities rather a Curb and Reftraint,than the 
• proper punifliment of Vice ; and therefore when 
God canferve the ends of his Providence by it, te 
may make bad menprofperous,and afflid thegood^ 
for this is not to transfer the neceflary and pecu- 
liar Rewards of Virtue upon bad men, nor to in- 
flid the peculiar Punifliments of Sin upon good 
men, which canndl be done by a juft andrighte- 
ous Judge : Now if the Happuiels and Mileries 
of this Life be not the proper and pectiliar and 
infeperable Rewards and Punifiuhents of Virtue 
and vice, then there are fome other Rewards 
and Puniihments referved for good and bad men . 

in 
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in the Aext world j fuch Rewards as no bad itum • 
fliall fliarc in^ and fuch Punifliments a$ (hall not 
be inflided on any good man^ that is, befides the 
Providence and Judgment of God in this world, 
God will judge good and bad men in the next, 
and render to every man according to his 
works. 

• II. The Nature of the Pivine Providence and 
Government^ and the Manner and Circumitan« 
ces of its Adminiflration in this world, are a plain 
Indication of a Future Judgment. » 

The vifible defign of Providence is not to re- 
ward all good men, and to punifli the wicked in 
this world, for this is not done ; but to curb and 
re'ftrain wickednefs, and to encourage Piety and 
Virtue ; and therefore God gives us fuch Exam* 
pies of liis Juftice, as are fufficient to over-awe 
mankind, and itiake them fear his Power and Yen* 
geance J and fuch Examples of his Favour, Kind* 
nefs, and regard to good men, as may encou- 
rage them to be good, and virtuous,wim the ex- 
pedations of great Rewards : But what does aU 
this fignifie, unlefi it proves that God will pu- 
nifli bud men, and reward the good ? and if it 
proves this, it muft prove that God will do it in^ 
the next world, for it is plain that he does not do' 
it here. And therefore if we will allow that God 
governs the world wifely, we muft confefs that 
the Examples of God's Goodnefs and Juftice in 
this world prove a Future Judgment i for they 
are not fb univerfal as to anfwcr the ends of Ju- 
ftice in rewarding good men, and pUnifliing the 
wicked in this World j and unlefs they prove a 
Future Judgment, they are not fufficient either 

to 
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to oVer-awe and reftrain baa^men, or to encou- 
rage the good J for tho the frSquent Examples of 
God's juftice and Severity againft Sin^ deftroys 
mens fecurity in finning; for no bad man can be 
fiire that God will not punifli him, as he does ^ 

great many other bad men j yet we daily fee^ 
ley would venture this, did not the prefent ex- 
ecution of Juftice threaten them with the more 
terrible Judgment of the next world. 

Thus if we confider the Providence of God 
as a method of Difcipline whereby he conquers 
mens love tq Sin, and breaks the Habits of Vice, 
or exerdfes and improves their Virtues,' thh is a 
very unaccountable thing, without a Juture 
Judgment : Why ihould God exercifc fo much 
Patience towards wicked men, and bear io long 
with them, to conquer them by Methods of 
Kindhefs, were it not in great goodnefs to give 
them time for Repentance, that they may efcape 
Eternal Miferies ? 

' Why ftould God exercife men with fuchlong 
and repeated Severities to conquer their love to 
this world, to teach them to govern their Appe- 
tites andPaffions, and to make them good me% 
if there be no reward for Virtue and Piety in the 
next World? 

Why ihould he afBid good men all their Lives? 
whofe Virtue deferves a more profperous For- 
tune, only to exercife their Faith and Patience, 
and to advance them ftill to more Divine Perfe- 
dions, unlefs he intended to reward their pre- 
fent Sufferings^ and their eminent Virtue with a 
brighter and more' glorious Crowa 

There 
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.There are m^nyPaflages of Providence^ wl\ich 
theVe can be no other account given of, but that 
they are Methods of Difcipline to conquer mens 
love to Sin, or to improve their Graces and Vir- 
tues; and lam furo there can be no account gi- 
ven of this, why God fiiould with fo much Pati- 
ence and Forbearance expeft the Repentance of 
fome Sinners, and exercife Good Men with fo 
much Severity to make them .better, unlefs the 
Providence of God in this world fiave a principal • 
regard to the Rewards and Punilhments of the 
next; that is, unlefs there be a Judgment to 
come, to reward good men, and to punifii the 
wicked. This I hope isfufBcient to make good 
this GonfequencQ , That if God govern the 
World at prefent , he will judge it hereaf- 
ter. . , 

SECT. IV. 

The Natural Prefaces of Confcience prove a Futurd 
yudgmtnt ; ana if there be a Future State y there 
mufi be a Future judgment. 

V. np H E Natural Prefages of Confcience are' 
X another good Argument of aFuturei. 
Judgment ,• that is, all men naturally exped to 
be judged, to be rewarded or punimed for the 
Gooji or Evil they do ,• and this is a ftrong Na- 
tural Prefumption that God will judge the 
World. This is an Argument of great moment, 
and therefore deferves to be particularly explain-^' 
^d J to which purpofel fliall, i. fliew you, ThalJ 
it is fo. i.Thatthis is not an Artificial Imprefllon;, 
but the natural Senfe of our own Minds. And 

t 3.' that 
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3. That tliis does prove, that God will judge the 
world, and render to every man according to 
his Wofks. . ,, 

I. That it is fo'j that all men have a natural 
Prefage of Judgment : There is indeed a very for- 
midable Objedion againft tliis. That very few 
men live as if they did expeft to be judged. But 
this is as good an Argument againft mens belief 
, of the Gofpel of Chrift, and the exprefsRevelation 
of a Future Judgment; as it is againft the Natural 
Senfe and Prefagesof Confciencej for there are 
too many wJho profefs to believe the Gofpel, but 
do not live as if they did believe a Judgment: But 
Ineed not trouble my felf about this, becaufe it 
is an Objedion only to Atheifts and Infidels, if 
indeed it be an Objedion to them: Other bad 
men, who live as if they did not believe a Judg- 
ment, yet feel in themfelves that they do believe 
it, and when they think of it, they brieve and 
tremble too, as the Devils doj tho at other times 
they are overpower d by theWorld and the Flefh, 
to att contrary to the Gonvi<ftions of Confcience, 
and the Fears of Judgment. 

The Heathens themfelves, who had only the 
Light of Nature to dired them, were very fenfi- 
ble of the private Judgment of their own Gonfci- 
ences,which did either accufe them when they 
did ill, and fill them with remorfe and fear of 
'.'Vengeance j or excufe, commend and applaud 
them when they did well, and give them great 
and chearful Hopes of a Reward ^ as St.Taul tells 
,us,2.Rcw.i4.i5'. and is frequently obferved bjrthe 
Heathen Philofophers, Poets, Orators andHifto- 
rians, as a thing univerfally acknowledged : Aiid 
indeed I know no man at this day who denies it;^ 

and 
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and therefore I need not proVe it. All men feel 
this in themfelves^evenAtheifts andlnfidek^\vh6n- 
evcr they are lerious and thoughtful ; when the 
Judgments of God overtake them^or they fee the 
near Approaches of Deaths and another World : 
The greateft Power cannot defend men from thefc 
Fears; Princes and Politicians are equally eipofed 
to them^with meahel* Subjeds: Thofewhom no 
Human Power can touch, are over-awed by an 
invifible Juftice. 

11. Since this is univerfally acknowledged, the 
only Queftion is. To what caufe to attribute thefe 
Fears and Rebukes of Confcience ? The Athens 
will by no means allow thefe Fears to be natural^ 
but only the effe^s of a Superftitious Education j 
as they fay the belief of a God, and the differen- 
ces of Good and Evil are. Men have been taught 
from their very Infancy, that there is an Invifmle 
Power that governs the world,which will reward 
good men, and punifli the wicked, and have be^n 
Sighted with the Fairy Stories of Infernal Judges, 
Sit^Stjx 2indjicberonj or Hell-Fire j and this made 
fuch an Impreffion upon theirTender Fancies, as 
can never be wore out, at leaftnot without great 
Induftry and Refoludon of Mind j and this, thdy 
(ay, makes weak men conclude that they areNa* 
turat But this is a very abfurd and ridiculous Ac- 
count of the Matter, as wiH appear, if you confi- 
der by what Rules we are to judge, what isNa* 
tural, and what not: Forif thelePrefages of Con- 
fcience have all the marks and figns of being na- 
tural, that we can have that any thing is natural, 
we muft either fay, that nothing is natural, or 
that we cannot tell what is natural, and what 
not } or we muft confefs it great Perverfenefs of 
. F a Minify 
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Mind, to deny that to be natural, which has all 
the figns and marks of being natural, that any 
thing can have. 

Now !• That is Natural whi^h is univer(al,Qr 
common to the. whole kind i fpr we have no other 
way of knowing what the Nature of Things are, 
l^ut by obferving what is common to all Cre^* 
tares of the fame kind and Species ; i^r nothing 
k common to all Individuals, but a common Na* 
ture : And if what is univerfal, and cOmmoii tQ 
all Mankind is Natural, thefe Cenfures and Re- 
bakes of Confcience are Natural, for they are 
common to all Men: For tho we ihould grant 
that fome few Atheifts have wholly conquered 
thefe Fears, and never feel the Laflies and R^ebukes 
of their own Confciences, fuch few and rare Ex- 
amples ought to be looked on as the Corruption 
of HumanNature, not as the Meafure arw^ Stan- 
dard of it J for it is no news to fay, that Human 
Nature may be corrupted, diat the very eifemial 
Principles of it may be depraved j and in fuch 
cafes we' always judge, and that with very good 
reafon, that what is moft common and univerfel, 
is natural, not what is as rare and as ominous as a 
Monftrous Birth. 

- zdly. Efpecially when we confider, . that that is 
moft natural which is born and bred with us, and 
is the Original State ©f Human Nature,- for Na- 
ture is before Art, and before the voluntary Cor- 
ruptions and Degeneracy of Nature.This Atheifts 
fee and confefs^ and therefore attribute the Belief 
of a God, and the Checks of Confcience, and the 
Feari of Judgment, to Education; that thefe Prin- 
ciples were inftilled into us from the beginning, 
and grow up with us into, confirmed and fetled 
, . ... Prejudices; 
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Prejudices ; and I readily grant, that Education 
has a great ftroke in forming ourNotions, arid in 
awakening and cultivating our Natural Reafonj. 
for tlK> we are born with a Power and Faculty 
of. Reafon, and our Minds are fo framed, as to 
underftand and affent to fuch Truths, whcr they 
.are propofcd to us ^ to know and acknowledge 
prime and original Principles at firft view^nsthp 
Eye difcerns Light,and diuinguilhesColours j yet 
we are not born with theExercife of Reafon,Dut 
it muft be put into Aft, aiid formed by Educati- 
on : But this I fay, that it is an Argument how na- 
tural thefe Notions are to our Minds, that they are 
the firft Principles all Mankind affent to without 
difficulty or dilpute^ and fuch Principles as when 
men grow up, they find lye even and eafy in their 
Minds : they are the firft things which Atheifts . 
themfelvesdo naturally believe^ and that they do, 
not believe them now, is the effed of great Jn- 
duftry and Violeiice : It is a piece of Art to be 
an Atheift, which they are a great while a learn- 
ing,- which very few men, thowelldifpofed to it, 
can ever learn,* but to believe a God, and to fear ' 
and reverence his invifible Power and Juftice, is 
not Art, but Nature, and therefore common, to ' 
. all Mankind, and the firft thing they learn to be- 
lieve. 

idly. Another Mark of what is natural is. 
That it is abfolutely infeperable from Nature, or 
at leaft not without extream difficulty and vio- 
lence i and this proves the Hopes and Fears of 
. good and bad men to be very natural : For 
how impodible it is to conquer thefe Fears, I 
appeal to your own Senfe and Experience : As 
many bad men as there are who would be ve- 

F 3 ^J . 
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ry glad to get rid of thcfe Fears, and to laugh 
them out of tneWorld, there arc but very few that 
can do it. Some men indeed ftifle their Confci- 
ences, and lay them alleep by the various Arts of 
Supeiilition, whereby they hope to appeafeGod, 
and to keep their Sins fiill ; or by tne deceitful 
Vows and Promifes of Repenting before they 
dye, or by perpetual Bufmefsand Entertainments, 
which employ their Thoughts, and keep ofF all 
melancholy Refledions; or by fuch perpetual De- 
baucheries as ftupifie their Minds, and make them 
inienfible j now thefe Mens Fears are filenced 
for a while, but not conquered ; whatever makes 
them reflect upon themfelves, and confider their 
owiiState, awakens their Fears again^ and makes 
them more outragious and tormenting than ever. 
The Atheift is certainly fo for in the right, that 
there is no way to get rid of thefe Fears, but by 
bamihing the Belief of a God, and of another 
World, out of their Minds : But few Men can 
do this, andAtheifts themfelves, when they have 
impudently enough derided the Superftition of 
the reft of the World, and think they can an- 
fwer all the Arguments for the Being of a God, 
and a Future State, yet cannot wholly deliver 
their Minds from thefe Fears j they ever and anpn 
recur upon them, and after all their pretended 
Affurance and Confidence, they are very jea- 
lous what may be, and m^y times fome croft 
Accidents and Events-, or the Approach of 
Death opens their Eyes , and makes them ac- 
knowledge a God, and tremble at the thoughts 
of Judgment, which they had fo long defpi- 
fed. ^ 

This 
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, This: is a certain proofs that thcfe Fears are not 
owing to Education^ but fpring from Nature ; 
for the Miftakes of Education may be reftify'd by 
Rcafon and Experience, efpccially when they arc 
fuch troublefome miftakes, that Mankind arede- 
firous to get rid of them: No fuch Miftakes could 
ever hold out long ^gainft Reafon and Intereft } 
whatever is a Miftake, may be confuted by Rea* 
fon } and when it is mens Intereft to difcover the 
Miftake, thii will make them very fagacious in 
their Enquiries, and very ready to fee their Mi- 
ftake J that had the Fears of bad men been the 
effed only of Idle Tales, and Tfadirionary Fa- 
. blesi, it is impoffible they fhould have witWlood 
all the Wit and Reafon of Philofophical Atheiftsj 
that filch men W|th all their Arguments fhould 
not be able to make thcmfelves ablolutelyfecure, 
much lefs to make many Converts; tho every 
Age and Nation has been filled witli men whofe 
lives have difpofed them to be Atheifts. Thefe 
are the general Marks and Signs of what is Na- 
tural } that which is univerlal and common to. 
all Mankind ,• that which is the firft and original 
Senfe of Human Nature ; and that which is fb 
deeply fix*d in our Minds, that no Art or Indu- 
ftry cart wholly root it out j and all this proves, 
that thefe Prefaces of Confcience, theHopes good 
men have of a Reward, and the Fear of Punifh- . 
ment and Vengeance,which hauntts bad men, are 
the aatural Senfe of mens Minds. 

III. Let us now confider the force of this Ar- 
gument, bow thefe Hopes and Fears of good and 
biad men are natural Prefages of a Future Judg* 
iticnt. 

F 4 i.No* 
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I.. Now in the firft place, I think, I may lay it 
down as a certain Principle, that NatUte, or the 
natural Senfeof our own Minds, does not deceive 
us J for if w^ Ihou^i fay it may, there is an dnd 
of all certainty j we muft be Scepticks in every 
Ithing, if we cannot believe the natural Impreffi- 
ons upon our Minds j for I know not then, why 
we fhould believe our External Senfes^ what we 
fee, or hear, or feel ; If man was made by God, 
who is Eternal Truth, the Natural Senfc of our 
Minds muft be^s true and certain, as our Bodily 
. Senfes are ^ for tho the Dedudions of Reafon are 
not always fo neceffary and certain, becaiife men 
may reafon wrong; yet if the firft Principles of 
Rearon3 and the immediate Senfc of ourMind% 
which are ciommon to Human Nature, fbould 
milguide us, this were the fault not of Reafoning 
and Difcourfe, ^but of Nature it felf, and there- 
fore jnuft be charg'd upon the Author of Nature,* 
and certainly there cannot be fo ill a contrived 
Creature made, as Man is, who is purfued with 
the Fears of Juftice and Vengeance^when he does 
ill,and flattered with the prominng hopes of great 
Rewards when lie does well, if there be no Fti- 
ture Judgment to reward good men, and to pu- 
nifli the wicked, 

2. For fe(iondly,Thefe natural Hopes andFears 
of Good and Bad Men, immediately refyeA the 
Judgment of God, not of Men, and concern the 
Rewards and Punifliments of the other World, 
more than of this. Let bad men he never fo 
powerful and profperojis, tho they fear no hurt 
from men, nor any change and alteration of their 
Fortune, yet the fenfe of Guilt diftrads and 
terrifies them with the Fears of an Unfeen and 

Ahnighty 
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Almighty Vengeance ; and the good meh fuffer 
very hard things from the world, and have no 

^prpfpeft of better Ufage here, yet their Confer- 
ences fpeak Peace to them, and fupport them 
with great Hopes ; and therefore unlefe thefe 
Namral Hopes and Fears deceive us, good men 
(hall certainly be rewarded by God, and bad 
men punifhed, either in this world, or in the next, 
or in both. 

3. We may confider farther, that thefe Hopes 
and Fears or good and bad men, give a natural 
Confirmation to all thofe other Arguments which 
I have already urg^d for the proof of a Future 
Judgment. As to fliewthis in a few words: 

I. This proves a natural fenfe in all men, that 
they are accountable Creatures, and (hall be cal- 
led to qn account for their Adions; forunlefsmen 
were fenfible of this, why Ihould their Confcien- 
ces acquit or condemn them ? why ihould they 

* Judge themfelves, but in relation to fome higher 
Tribunal, which will certainly judge them ? efpe- 
cially when the Confciences of bad men do not 
only condemn, but threaten them, and the Con- 
fciences of good men do not only acquit and ab- 
folve, but promife a Reward ; for they can nei- 
ther punifli nor reward themfelves. . • 
z. This proves the natural fenfe we have of the 
effential Difference between Good and Evil, tod 
that what is Good deferves a Reward, and what 
i§ Evil deferves Puniftiment, becaufe good men 
expcft a Reward for the good they do, and bad 
men fear Puniftiment when they have done Evil,- 
which Ihewsa natural Senfe of the juft Merits and 
Dcferts both of Good and Evil, and that they 

•fliall receive their juft Rewards. 

3. This , 
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3. This provcsalfo, thatnatural fenfe mankind 
have^ That God is the Supreme and Sovereign 
Lord and Judge of the Wofld^ and will judge 
mankind ; for merp is no other Tnbuhal which^, 
all mankind can be accountable to. The common 
Tenfe of Human Nature muft refpeft the univer- 
falLord and Judge of theWorld, who has aQatu- 
ral right to govern and to judge mankind. He 
who made us^ imprinted this Senfe upon our 
Minds; for what is Natural is owing only to the 
Author of Nature ; and therefore thefe natural 
Hopes and Fears can only relate to the Govern^ 
ment and Judgment of our Maker and Natural 
Lord j ^nd then they muft prove that God will 
judgeus^ that he will reward or pujnilh us accord- 
ing to our Work^ : Nay, 

4, This proves that Natural Senfe men have 
of a juft Providence which governs this World 
at prefent j foi' though thefe Natural Hopes and 
Fears do not give men any alTurance that they 

, ' fliall be rewarded or punnhed in this World, as 

they deferve J yet a good Confcience, efpecially 

ibme g^eat and eminent Virtues, give good men 

great hopes in God, and a fecure truft and de- 

pendance on his Providence, even in this Life j 

and a great fenie of Guilt makes men afraid of 

. prefent Vengeance j though God may think 

fit to delay the puniihment of bad men till 

the next World, yet a Guilty Confciends never 

thinks it felf fafe here : So that if there be any 

force in thefe Arguments , the Accountablene^ 

of Human Nature,, the Eflential Difierences of 

Good and Evil , the Natural Notions of God's 

Dominion and Sovereignty, and that juft 

Providence whidh govelns the World at pre- 

ienj^ 
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ient^ to prove a future Judgment^ they all re- ' 
ceive ifarength and confirmation from the natural 
Hopes and Fears of good and bad nien^ which 
are a natural Prefage of Judgment And this is a 
fifth Argument of a Future State^ The Natural 
Prefages of Confcience. 

6. To add no more ; The removing Mankind 
out of this World into the next^ proves the ne* 
cefSty of a Future Judgment : Ir mankind after 
death fubfifls in another State^ they muftbe judg* 
ed^ and therefore Judgment is as certain as a life* 
after deaths which I muft take for granted in 
this Argument; the reafoh I believe of this is no( 
obvious at the firft propofal^ but it will be plain^ 
if you confider but ibme few things : 

I. That when we go into the next World, 
we muft remove into a State of Happinefs or 
Mifery : I do not mean, that whep we go into 
the nextWorld, good men fliall be certaiiuy hap- 
py^ and the wicked miferable; for that is to beg 
the thing in que%)n, and to take that for |;rant- 
ed which is to be proved ; but if we live in the 
next World, it is certain we muft be happy or 
miferable there , for every thing that lives is 
fb in proportion to the Capacities of its Na-< 
ture. 

i. That our State and Condition in the next 
world muft have relation to our Behaviour andDe- 
ferts in this : When God firft makes man, he puts 
him into fuch a ftate as is fitted to his Nature ; 
for when he has done neither Good nor Evil, it 
' is not what he deferves^ but what God fees hiip 
^ fit for, that miift allot him his Rank and Station j ^ 
but whenm^ is removed out of one ftate of life 
iiito another, his Behaviour in the firft ftate mviA 

he 
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be taken into confider^tion^M^enGod allots him 
a fecorid; for tho his ftatd of life is changed, the 
Peribh is the fame, znd his Defcrts are the fame^ 
andif hedeferv^ed ill in this World, he oaflnotde- 
ferve well in the next j and if he deferved well 
in |:his World, he ought to be weU ufed in the 
next. 

Some Phllofophens who believed that the SquIs 
of men did pre-exift in a former ftajte, before 
they came into thefe Bodies, thought this a very 

food account of the different Fortunes of Mens 
irth. Education, Condition, and Circumftanccs 
of Life, that they were proportioned to their Me- 
^ rits and Delerts in that former State : And were 
this true, that the Souls of men did live in a for- 
mer ftate before they came into thefe Bodies, 
this might be a very fair and reafonable account 
of it ; for when men have deferved well: or ill, whe- 
ther they are continued in the fame ftate, or tranjp- 
lated into fome other, the Juftice of the Divine 
Providence in allotting their ^te and Conditi- 
on of Life,muft have refped to their former De- 
fects ,• before Creatures have deferved well or ill, 
their Condition mutt be allptted by the Divine 
Wifdom and Goodnefs,with refped to the capa- 
cities of their Natures ; when they have deferved 
well or ill, their Condition miift be allotted by 
Juftice with refpeft to their Deferts : This is to 
^lain, that it will admit of noDifpute. 

III. And dien it neceflaiily follows, that God 

muft judge Mankind in the next world, muft re« 

ward or punifli Men according to their works ; 

. that is, muft put them into fuch a ftate of Hap- 

pinefs or Mifery as they have deferved , and 

have 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Future JVDGME NT. 77 

havexmde themfelves fit fpr : Th<tfe who have 
«beye(i Qod^ and purifij^d and refined thdr Na- 
tures by the Habits of Gnace^nd Virtue, are •& 
Ob)e<%s of his Goodnefi^ and have made themp- 
felves capable pf a Divine Hapjpinefs, of feeiii|; 
God, and ^wetting in his pretence j buf thole 
who have debafed their Natures with the love of 
this wprld^ and have defiled their Souls wifih im- 
pure Lufts, deferve to be banifhed from God's 
Prefence, as Rebels and 4lpoftate Creatures^ and 
having made -themfelves uncapable of DiVine 
Joy^, piuft fuffer the Miferiesof Damned Spirits: 
So th^t if Aye will but allow tha.t God a^ot&mea 
tiieir Condition in the. next worlds as he does in 
this^ and that in allotting their Condition intht 
next worlds he has any regard to their Behaviour 
and Deferts in this^ as Wifdom and Juftice re^ 
quires he ihould^ and this proves a Future Judg- 
ment^ orthatQod will reward or punifh men ac- 
cording to their works. And this may fuffice fbr 
the firft thing propofed^ What Natural Evidence 
we haye of # Judgment to come. 

S JE C T. V. 
The Smfture Troof ^f a Futme Judgment. 

II.T TAvingfhewn what Evidence we have from 
J7I the Light of Nature for a Future Judg- 
ment, let us now confider the Scripture Proofs of 
it : And this might be difpatched in a very few 
Words, by turning you to fome plain Texts of 
Scripture which exprefly affert it ,• but I (hall do 
fbmething naore than this, which if it be not ne- 
ceffary for the Proof of a Future Judgment, yet 

will 
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will be of vftt for the better underftandihg the 
Chriftian Religion^ and to rivet diisBefief&fter 
in oar Minds ; timt is^ I fhali reprefent to you 
thole Parabolical Reafctiings whereby our Savi- 
our iniinuates this Belief into our Minds ; and 
fliew you that the whole Chriftian ReKgion is 
founded on and adapted to the Belief of a Future 
Judgment^ and is a very unintelligible Inftitution 
without it. 

i. Let us coniider thofe plain and exprefs 
Proofs the Gofpel of our Saviour contains of a 
Future Judjgment j andfome few Texts 'will be 
iufficient tor this purpofe: This is exprefly af- 
firmed by St. Tauly 17. Ads 31. That God bath a^ 
fointed a day in the Tvbicb be wiU^udge the world in^ 
rigbteoufnejs. The Apoitle to thcHehrews tellsus^ 
It is af fointed for men once to die^ and after that the 
Judgment. 9. Heb. 27. Our Saviour teib us 
fiiat we Ihali be judged, 7. Matth. i, 2. Judge 
- noty that ye he. not judged j for Tpitb what judgment 
J^ j^^g^i J^ fi^li he judged; and with what meafure 
ye metey it jhaU he meafureduntayou again. And ^1^.22, 
23. He tells us. That in that day ( that is, the 
Day of Judgment^ many will fay unto i»f, Lord^ 
Lordy have we^ not frofbefied in thy Name ? and in 
thy Name ba^ve cafi out Devils ? and in thy Name 
done many Wonderful Works ? and then will Ifrofefs 
unto themy I fng^er knew you : Depart from me^ ye 
that work iniquity. Thus he tells »j, i6.Matth. 27. 
The Son cf Man fhall come in the Glory of his Father 
with his Angels ; and then bejball reward e*very man 
according to his Works. And 25-. Matth. 31, (fc. hc 
gives a lively Defcription of the Future Jud gment. 
When the SonofmanjhaU comein his ghry^ and all the 

holy 
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holy Angels with him, tbenjhall befit Mm the throne 
of bis glory: And before bimfisall be gathered allmii" 
ons^ and be fhall feparate them ofitfrom another y as a 
fief herd dividetb bis Sheep from the gOafs; and hefiall 
fet the (heef on his right bandy but the goats on the left. 
And then he judges them^ and pronounces their 
FinalDoom andSentence according to their works^ 
as it fi>lIows in that place. It were eafie to turn 
you to nmiyr Texts to this purpole, as eveiy one 
knows^who is acquainted with the Scripture; but 
there is no need of it; thele few are lo exprefi^ 
that if we believe thq Gofpel^we muft believe that 
we (hall be judged. 

2. Our Saviour does not only ex{U*efiy declare 
this^ that there Ihall be a Judgment j|it infinuates 
the Belief and Reafonablenefs of^is by fomq 
proper Allufions and Comparifbns; whicn is the 
true Scope and defien of many of his Parables. 
As to inftance in lome of them; i9.Lukei2y&c. 
he tells us of ii 'certain Nobleman who went into a far 
country y to receive for himfelf a Kingdom y and to re- 
tttm} where he defcribes his oWn leaving this 
Worlds and afcending into Heaven to take po& 
feifion of his Kingdom ; from whence he ihall 
return again at the Laft Day to judge the World: 
. This Nobleman called bis SeruantSy and delivere4 
them ten foundsy and faidnnto themy Occupy till I come. 
But bis Citizens hated bimy and fent a Mejfage after 
bimy fayingyWe will not have thisman to reign aver 
us. ^His deforibes our State in this World^which 
is a State of Labour and Induftry , where we 
muft improve our Matter's Money , all the 
Advantages and Oppprtunities of doing gpod^ 
to his Service and Glory. Now as it is rea- 
fonable to exped^ when fuch a King returns^ 

that 
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that he will call his Servants to an account, 
reward the Diligent, and punilh the Slothfi;!, 
and dcftroy his Enemies j tne fame Ufage we 
muft exped from our Lord, when he returns 
again j he will judge us, will reward or pumfli 
us according to our Works. To tire fame pur- 
pofe is that Parable, 2^. Mattb. 14, &c^ of a 
Man travelling into a far Country, who called 
his Servants, and delivered to them his Goods, 
•and at his return rewarded them proportiona- 
bly to the Increafe and Improvement they had 
made, and puniflied that wicked Servant who 
* hid his Talent in a Napkin.' The Parable of 
the Unjuft Steward, who had wafted his Ma- 
tter's GcwDds, and was turned out of his Stew- 
^rdfhip for k, is founded on the feme reafbi?. 
That we are but Stewards of God's Gifts in 
this World, and that God will as certainly call 
us to' an account for our»Stewardfhip, as an 
Earthly Mafter will , 16. Luke i. The Parable 
'of the Houfholder , who hired Labourers into 
his Vineyard , and gave them every man his 
Penny at Night, 20.- Matth. fignifies to us. That 
in this Life we muft work in 'God's Vineyard, 
^nd fihifh the Work he has given us 'to do , 
•> and that at Evening, when this Life ends, God 
will reward us in the next ^ and this we may 
as certainly and reafonably expeA from God, as 
an hired Labourer expeds his Wages when he has 
done his Work. 

The Parable of the King, 22. Alattb.vfho fnade 
a Marriagefor his Son, and feht forth his Servants 
to call them who were bidden to the Wedding, 
but they refufed to conic, and evil intreated his 
Servants, and flew them j upon which the King 



was 
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^as wroch« ;an4 fent forth his Annies^ sui4 de- 
ftroy'd thole Muitherers^ and bi^rtit tip their CU 
ty^ and fent and invited othto to the^Marrxage; 
tha it primalily refer to th^ t)eftrti&ion, ot the 
^wi^ Nation, for their, rcjcMig their Mqflias^ 
and calling the Gmiks in?o the Church, yet is 
to^nded on the lame reafon, tUat Gpd will pi)^ 
mfh our a^ufe of his Grade ; and aU the Invita4. 
nons of the GoTpel, as a ^cibiK, ^^affi^iOntedl 
Prince W6d!d pnni^ nk Subje^ in iuch 2 

But the Parable of the Wh^at aiid Tares; 
1^. Mattb. 24, &c. is very pljlcrvahie, t)ecaufe it 
Wc^ansiccbcm )vhy God does niot jdeftroy alt 
bad men in thi$ World, aind yet that he will pu-* 
ivib the wicked, atnd .reward the jgopd , in th^ 
next world • ^. fhan, finiietb good fied in the, field, 
and while jken fieft. his dtemy came andprwedt^es j 
hut iifben toe blade ffritng Iff y i^d j^ougbt firtb fruifj 
then aff eared the tares aljo. Thfi: OUT SaviOur. ex- 
pands, Vt 37,&c. tie that fowetb good feedy is tbi 
fin of ntan^ the fijldis. the ijjfffrld; the gUd feed. arc 
ike chil^en, of the kngJom, (that hy ^ood Chriili- 
ko&) but the tare:/ are tie. children of the wicked me / 
(that is, bad miti.) The eneiHy thai fcwed tbam is 
ihetSevily ,(sfe pw' Sa^idiff ,tells /ugh mehi te aje 
tfyeiir father the devil^ and bis wifrkiye do.) . Thtf 
Servants of rheHouihoIder having fiiformed their 
Matter of .what ha'd feappenecj, asfc him; .Whe- 
ther they ftould go ahd gaijif r iq> tJie Tares ; 
But befaidyfj^jjkfiwbilej^ 
Hoi up atfofht wfeatwitb tbif^tLitth'ei^ifothgrc'^ 
together tilt the iarw^} attil iuiibe timffbarvifi f 
iifill fay to the reapers. Gather ye toretber firit the^ :^^'' 
tarts ^ and bind tbtm ikto bundles to burn them} huf " 
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gather the wheat intQ my bam. Wljich h0 thus ex^ 
pounds: 7hehar^ffi'htietnJoftke^prlJ,i an J^ tie 
teafirs aft the aftgels^' ( fcft fo our SavioUT telk VS^ 
fie muft come inthep^lorj of his Father^ Ti^hfb iU 
/r;{r^eA, who are the Kwiiwc^s and fixecuti^drs 
of his Jfufilce J 4s tMihte the Tares are pttBpxd 
an J burnt tnthefirty fo jhaH it ke in tbei^dftie 
v/orld: The Boh of ynan fhoH fenA fohb hi^ 
angels, andthey pialfgatberoutoflfisi^gdomidl things 
that cffendy and tbemwhitk do ini^idiyj and JhaH cajf, 
them into a furnace of fire ^ theft pratt he Availing and 

. ^nafhing of teeth. Thenjhall the fij^fofis fi^fcf^ 
like the fun in ' the kingdom hf their fa^mr/ ,THm Ive 
muii confefe was wifely coiificjered by t^ellouich 
holder^ not to deftrojr the*Whcat with^d^^afireis^ 
. but rather fiifFer themifeth to grow up tdg^tt^^ 
till the Harveft, than to iJlackup the Wheat be- 
fore it be ripe ^ together i^ith die Tares ; ' aiidt^ 
this is ^s good a reafon #hy G6d doe? not de- 
llroy all bad men in this World/ beca'ufe ^odd 
knd bad men are intermilt, and ^1 bad rheh can- 
ftot be deftroy'd here, but good <rteA fthift (tiSkt 
with them, a»I have already f&ew'd ;^ou at targe; 
Ai^d^ifaereforebad rhe^ cannot be finally pup3h- 
ed , i4pr g6od men finally rewarded , till they 
are firft parted ; for to root u^ the Tate$^ here , ' 
fignifies the finaKExtirpation and DeftruAion of ' 
aft bad men, not the cafting bad men but of the " 
Communion of the Ghureh, nay, not putting He- 

* leticksto de^th, towhSch fome apply thcfeWordsj' 
which vvereitrecoflcileablewith the othjsrLaws,- 
aiidwirfttheGeniusaMSpinrofChriftiamtyjasiris' 
t^of would be as rcconeileable with this Parable^ as^ 
t!^Exe*u^nofanyoriieFMalefaAorsisj this ma/ ' 
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hv^hM WidibUtddifo^^ (he' Wheat/ tisif., in 
fofi?e cafts die Wheat may Be prfcfe^ed by iti^ 
t(^ the l>|tiMliy«int and Execution of , fbtachidf 
xaed, U liecdfl&ry to |i):efeite the Xtuibcent : bue^ 
Wh^ d^Ta!res ai^ rticnt than thft-Wie^t, grow' 
clSM't^e>|^e))iet^ 9ia.^ ent^ri^ied ih'eadi other/ 
as'-tiief ^^fefts^of gdod and. bad ni^ are^ i^ter- 1 
t«lki jtttd' ititer#^i^,lri- thisii^btffl^^ 
fi3^>eaiQft'to IJM^'thclTaiips fertneme'of th6^ 
wteaK ^ .-. . ■.: , ^ ■■ •' ■ ' " t' 

, Bin^^lJe Tiuci-jhnf^tiDt ^xpeSt to, eCba^'diak- 
aiwii|i^^ «>«'ilbHbuffidlder ih-th&titee of Niiteft' 
will Older the Heap^rs to|et)arate'betweeilthe» 
7^'itiidtife, Wheats .ahd-tn^ the tidtefMi 
f?«f^irtrf, a^.-dje Whe^r ga^red liitd iht Birtif 
^'iliW GhHri'will fcjM^eljptWeen and* 

tftd ihdi a^ thc»'£alt ludgmb^ 9nd ^of dii^tti' 

^'diteittt* >ttt|of^ V Aifl thii fe-vefjt feafona-; 
h\^f!Sl^zymMii^'66, fcad thenefore thii' 
ws nWift eJctiei* fi^nttfei Wife arid Juft'Jtidge of ' 

, ifeiSi^l^pfthiVilicit, ari'd'fariiv^ 
grtt'ir t6g«!t<ifif iii,^ ^meKeldj rtptekntsth6 . 
It^&dituiSQfBefievei^ and Infidel^ the^ Chriiftian 
(pjiifttJii ain^ the M<^ of this World hef e : Bocthe .' , • 
ralb^^JhjgPanOjie of thfc Net^ v. 47; wpiebwasj^ 
ctifUfot W, repn^ents.; 

d)e nu^ itjte(^tn^n^' 

nibn-o^ thus.qiirSayi''-^ 

omf tetlj tdmake.thent' 

Bfiiertaf Pigure gf the ; 

Suteeft at nwratftjloas 

Draugh i toiled all the . 

Wiucfc 1 i Refurteiitipii,' 

' f(6ia 
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from the iDead^ 21. J.obn6^ &c. So that the .1^^ 

fiKDifiescheCoramumonof the OiriftiaiiChurf:^^ 

tvhkh gathei^bc^ gooi?aa^h3iA^i\my9him^ 

J^it is drawn to jhorey tbty gatber tie goad into Vjsf-^ 

- filly Ifit caft the bad awau that h^ at die ei^ of 

the Worlds the Angels fbU not o^yfeparat^^* 

tween the (li^hurck and the Sffx>My betwecsv Be« 

lievers apd Inlidelsj ^ut betwi^ea good -afid baal 

^hnftiaiis who Hve toother ^ the ^me Cop 

munion in thkWorid : The angets Jhall comefortb^mJ 

fiver tbt vncJud fiam among ^e }uH^ anJfiall ^oB 

. tbeminto ibe.jfumaee offire^' tioreJhaUbe WMUifgsnd 

ptafhing of teetL 

Thus we^ fee in thefe iParaSles our Saviour dpei 
not only prove that (Sod wilt judge tbeWorld^ but 

' convinces us oftheNeceffiry and IleafeaaUend^^^ 
of thhy by apMaling to thecominonllulos of 
Prudence and Juftice aimong xncA> Ithis all wiJEe 
and j[ufl Princes aiid Houiholder^ w^ do^ de»^ 
^-oy Tray tors and Rebelsj, itvenge the abuie of 
their Favours^ call theirStewards to ah account^ 
reward the Labour and Imp/ovemests of &ithful 
Servants^ and puniih the flQchfuI and unpro/ita^ 
l^le^ feparate the Wheals and Tares at liarvefiy 
. though tkey grow up together ui the fiimel^ield^ 

^ and feparate between the good and bad fiili, 
iiify caught in the fame Net j and therefore thus 
God wiTl do^who is not lefs Wife, and Juft, and 
Jioty, than Men are. And this gives Authority 
to aril the Arguments for a Future Judgment, 
' dmvm from the Reafim and Kature of things : 
Thus 0£tr Saviour Reafons, and thus he has taught 
lis to reafoilj fpr the fundamental Principle on- 
which all thefe Parables reft, is this. That what- 
^v^ is mantfefUy )uft, and wile,: and reaibnaUeP 

' ' foir 
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fiir Men to4a> that God wiUdo. If thisbenoe 
troe» ^Parabks ofour Sariour Uave hi^ Autho- 
rity> but halre noRcafon^ tho thcf nature of fach- 
Pk]:aUQ$is ^ixiAppeaHL to dieKeafon of Mankthdj^ 
and if tjpas be jtme» then we mxf argue thus ii> 
odiet . cales^ wliidb are eqiialfy plaia aiid obviousj^* 
an4 are founded opoa the faraeKeafon; which 
g^ves a lind of DiirJae Aodiorky to ^ fbin and 
tieceilaf^r Di^tes of Ileafbn in this maPtter j and 
then rm fure I have fimiiflied you with Reafont 
enough already fbr thie Belief of a Future Judgr 

g.The whole CbrUHonRel^ion i$founded on^ 
and adapted tp the BeUef of a Future Judg^nt^ 
and is a yery UQintelligible Inftitution without it : . 
And therefore thi$ muft be a firft Principle to all 
who call themfdves Chiiftians, if they under^- ' 
ftand the Religion they profefs : As to ihewthis 
jMUtlcularly : 

I, The chief PrcHnifes and Threacnings of th?' 
Golpel relate tp the other>Yorld j GodHnefsy inr 
deed^ hath the fromife of tin life thai mi/is^ as welt 
as that which is to ceme; but the Temporal Promi- 
fes made: to a holy and virtuous Life; ^re fuch as 
worldly-minded men cannot much value^ they, 
extend no fiuiher than Food and Raiment/ r<» cur 
dailj Bready which is all our Saviour hath taught 
us to pray fpr ; and therefore it teaches us. Ha- -. ^ ^^ 
wng fiod and raiment y therewith t» he fontent :^ ^^^ ' 
But who could be cpntented with fuch a fcarity' 
Provifipn,while hp fees the greater Profperity of ' 

bad tpcn, whp diiTolve in £afe and Luxury^v^ere 
there not a happy State referved for tiiem in rhe 
next World ? Where is the man whoN^ould lioc 
copiply with the Devirs Temptation to • h\\ 
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'4 TraBkd Dif€^fk elmtlmtn^ 
^LpwjQ 904 W^ffliip ihiiri fior all the K{^ 

tf> Iqfe ftfbrif^er andxidierCriMirnfdr it ? Soificr 

p\e^ a^4 HcMumr, 42)uc he }»i no whtire j^ 
l^E^lfed ,to:m^ |R> ait die C^pel of , Ch^ ; (ome- 
i^DiM^ h^^oesric ndtfo mudi to reward goddixk^ 
4/Qr T/^^^al^ thji|^ise nMthcf ^^ 
:*tf Pi^jaod Virtoe^ 4swf^^ of 1^ 

]pr0iFi4{%)te in the wotld t he tsdces ca^e ^f good 
mi^ii: ItoiiipMy their W^ts ftnd Neee^e$%ere^ 
which is all that a perfeA Vhtue requires^ bufc 
helre^VSuds .diem l»^e^ not 

a^^ii^Ht^ly'^rcmnieS neither^ fofoar^avieiifteac^^ 

Perieciitidm kr hfeNaihe ^nd ^en ^e 

jimi^b^ coDt^nt^ to «rant Food and llalitien^ 
tp t)^ with Hooies an<| Lands^ and llife It.icflr^ 
for his fake; and our Condition mayb6 ft) afflift^ 
edi and calamitous here> that it may force i^ tQ 
&yj as St. P^/does^ if ^» this life mfywebad hoPe^ 
ifff u^ere^f all 'men the mofi mfer^hk : and who 
"^qnM bedieBifciple df Chrift upon thefetenns? 
To Cuffbr £b much for him in this Worldi -and to 
gain nothing by itiff tl« next.: ' » - 

?^ Thus I on the other hand j there is "b; terrftle 
Vengeance threatned agairift wicked men in the 
next world , Lakes of pe and krimfiene ^ ilacknefs 
'ff :4arkn€f$y jbe warm that never dietb^ and the fire 
fhut never goetb ant i but the Gcrfbel dircatcns no 
Tempond Punifhments againft Sin : Bad men 
arewery often puniflied in this World; when 
^e Wifdomof the Divine Providence fecsfit^ 
and they very ofien efcape coo^ and are much 
niojre profperotts. than good men. are heret 
mw>w ; • .;,;..,.-. ^• ^ ■■' • that 
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ihdk thefe is- noThneaen&i^ in the/jofpel to re- 
ftiiain Ae Impieties of men, but only the Fea^s 
6f lire^ ot^er World, and a Future Judgment j 
iild tfyoa take away thcTe, you deffiroytheGc- 
fpA of trtip Saviour. 

%i Mirny of our Sayiour*s Law^ arc founded 
on theiUpjpofitibftof a Future Judgment, and are 
CMreaii^Jy unreafonable, if there be no Rewards 
or Pufliwments after this Life ,• that if we will 
but allow him the ordinary Prudence of a tawv 
^-er, a Futile Judgment muft be the ^Founda- 
tibn of his Religiba: 

If diere were no other Life after tfiis^ the on- 
ly Rutes of our AAions would be to Hve as long, 
and to enjoy as much of diis world as we can. 
But Cbrfftian RdigiQn in many cafes will not 
allow of thisi and therefore *j| no Religion for 
iStSs World, were there not another World to fol^ 

• T*o be^n with the Ehjpy ments of this world : 
Howm^y Reftraints does the Chriftian R6ligi- 
onky oh us> to leffenthePIeafurtsand Satisfadir 
ons of this Life ?It teaches us a great tndifferen- 
cy to all the thingisof thisWorld,- but how unrea- 
Ibn&ble is that, itthis world be our only place of 
Happihefs? For who can be indifferent whether 
* he be happy or not? It commartdsus to mortifie 
our Senfual Appetites, to crucifie the Fleffiwith 
its Affedlions and Lurfts, to live above the Plea- 
iures of the Body, to pluck out our Right Eyes, 
and to cut, off our Right Haiyls j but what rea^foii 
can there be to den)^ our felVe? any of thele En- 
joyments, as* far as is coniSftpnt with prefervlng 
our Health, and prolonging our Lives, if Wg 
have no expe^tioas after Death ? Nay^ if men 
G 4' ar^ 
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j^re contented to live ^. (boit and a merry Lifii^ 
\vhat hurt is t][icrc in it, if Death puts an end to 
them ? It forbkk us qd lay up for our feliresTre^- 
fures onEarth*, which were a ftr?nge Command^ 
were there not greater Treafures to be expe^ed 
\n Heairen : |t forUds Ear^fyPridp and Ambiti* 
on, anaffe^tion of Secular Honours and Power; 
but why inuft we fubmit to Mcanneis and Con- 
tempt in t}ii^ World, if this be the. only Scene of 
A^nweihall ever be concerned in? for a mean 
and bafe Spirit is no Virtue ; and for the fam^ 
reafon it can be no Virtue to be contented with 
a low fortune, to be patient under ^ufFerines, 
whjch if (hey wi)l neyer be rewarded, is to bp 
natjently milcral^;, and^iat isSt^pidityandFQl- 
fyJ buf to haye opr Convenation inHeayen, to 
five upoii the hopes of unfeipii things, is ipadnei^ 
and D;ftra(^ion, if there \k no Heaven, no uq- 
|een Things for us. 

The Laws of onr Saviot^* require us in fpme 
cafes to facrUice the deareft Interefis we have i|t 
^his world, and life itfelf, for his lake; which is 
a fenflefiL and unreatonaUe Command , if he 
does not intend to beftpw a better Life oq us: If 

e ere were no other life after this, no wife man 
buld forfeit more for ?ny Religion, than it is 
worth in this World, and that wot^ld re^ch but 4* 
tittle way in ^uflfcrings: ItHor is our Saviour fo un» 
. yeafonable as to rcguire it upon thcfeTeimsj buf 
icUs us plainly, Whojomtr wiU fave bis life y pallloje 
^t; and wbofoever will loft his lift fur my fah^ Jhall 
;^iuFwwbat isdmanprofiteiy tf be Jhall gain the 
wbokWcridy ani lofe bis tnpn Smff Or what JbM (^ 
psangi've in exchange for bis Soul? i6.Matth.2f,i6f 
TheReafons of moft of the Evangelical Comf 
*'*"''' ' mands 
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muids moft be fetched whoUy fiK>fX) the other 
Worlds an4 ^ Future Judgment; and diereifor^ 
we fhould have had die fame Evidence fbra Judg^ 
mentto come^ that wehave for the ChriftianRef- 
UgioOi tho there had been no fuch exprefs menr 
jdqn made of a Fpture Judgment. 

I cannot but obfenre here the true Reafon of 
die Corruption of Clpiftian Morals^ which are 
as much corrupted as the Chriftian Faith U : 
That in expounding the Laws of our Saviour 
fib^e men hiave no other re^ard^ bpt to fit them 
^o the eafe and^ the conveniences of this Xife j 
and therefore rejed any Interpretation of them^ 
which is fevere to Flem and Bloody or will ha- 
ziurd their EafQ aiid Fortunes in this World. It 
is fufficient to Confute any Law of our Saviour, 
, or to Interpret it away , to Ihew diat there are 
greatTemporal Inconveniences in it; that to ob- 
lerve fuch Laws in fuch a fenfe wpuld^ be very 
injurious to mens prefent intefeft^ and deprive 
them of many Pleafures and Advantages of 
Life, 

It were eafy to give many Inftances of this, but 
it fhall fuffice at prefent to confefs, that confider- 
ing the itate of this Wprld; and the Propenfities 
,and Inclinations of Human^Nature, fome Laws 
of our Saviour are very unreafonable^were there 
not a Future Judp;ment to reward the Severities 
and SufibrinU which good men muft undergo in 
oblerving o^hem: and therefore we muft nave 
a care orrejeAing any plain and exprefs La\y of 
our Saviour, for any. Temporal Inconvenience 
which attends it^or to think that the bcft fenfe of 
the Chriftian Law, which is moft for the eafe 
and comfort of this Life. 

^ This 



DigitfeedbydOOQlC 



90 A ftaSicd Bi/toMtfe ctukenAig 

lliis iM^feiYc for tft^ Pipobf 
imcxir, for if this will ttot jsppte it) Hofliifrgt ___ 
Hiere ait ibdced anochirfbitof At^ldniiems td 
prove it^ but they piindpa^y rda^e ea tBe P&P- 
hn of our Jmlge^ ot wWo fiuiB %c ouf Jrxcfi^. 
.WJ6. . The Son erf Matt, Chrift |tfu*, wha is 
God Incarnate , and to >Wch &, !n*iif it^j 
TJ. Ads 3 1. 72^^ Ood Intti ohfoiHtiJ^ dayi yhitein 
be vrillJMge tbe wctli hf' ri^teoujiifty tf iBat mak 
^bom be baih ord4ine^i '^hettif be bm^Jtp^ affi^ 
fance um(f aS nfen^ in fbat be bioh tdfi^biih ft^m 
tbe JeaJ} bncIftaUdefertfaaf,^dlt^ia>|toe^tGpi|a^ 
of thePerfoa of oufjiidge, 

SECT, in; 

THe Tm^^rr-a^ient, ofthhBoSrifk mfifheFi^ieaiJ^ 
fennpes^ sti^ r. Jttiix^e as ff bectmes ttcfe^h^fiu^ 
certaif$fjth'jf^dgeil ±. 'htUefoHtEfeupek a Fu- 
ture Jnd^tmntjor the Govemmtni'of cur Li4w. 

HAvi^ig thus proved the Certainty of a Fitturc 
Judgment, betfi from fceaibrt a^d Scrip- 
tujte; before I proceed^ it is nec^ffiTy to eonii*- 
der, how we muft improve this Belief for the go*- 
vemmem of our lives; fbt t\vk h the only end oC 
Faith and Knowledge j and if we be never the 
better men for our F^th, we may as wdt be In- 
fidels; and this I fbsSi do in thefe Rowing Par- 
ticulars: 

L To Bve as it becomes thofe who Aall cer- 
tainly be judged. I fuppofe I need not jvove this 
Confcquence, that thofe who muft bejudged> 
ought to live as thofe who muft be judged ; for 

- ' ,. ^ " ■< if 
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t to :iprcpafc cm 

is gDeajt «oiacQr^^ 
itkisLtlL Hqrk 

Bed,- eTgcyma 

.^tothcCsmw^ 
1^0 .vesiil call Um 

£uc t)ex:aufe aU 
they ought^ the 

. . ^-. ., -^ ^^_ ...-^ ioiis, liJ^ailWief- 

ly lu^^g;^ ipOTC luues tp ypu,whidi vou i^wft ^ 
ackaQM^j;t4ge very i^ca(p49l>le at the mh hearin^j 
and w^ch if weU oblWvocL would pvik^ m kft 
up our Hcacjsiu the Bay of Jwijpiept, aijd eii^' 
ped it withjQiif ASiom&Jmw ^ud Terror ; 

X. ^ we mu^ be judged^ it becomes us ta ai9; 
with grew XipniMeration and Advjqe ^ RaAneis, 
Precipitancy:^ loadvertei^cy, to do we know not 
what , hi ^ Heat^ and^Impetus^ without con- 
iiderui^, whether }t be good or evfl, right or* 
Wrong , does not bepbspp thofe whp njuft be 
judged/ To be juc^ed is to be called to an ac- 
county to give a reafon for what we do, and 
therefore W^ ought ;q coniider what reafon to 

fVe^ before we do it. . We muft be judged by a 
ule 3 as you Ihall hear raore.hei;eaa<>r ; and 
therefpre we ought to live by Rule cgo^ which 
no man can do^who does not confider wejl^vvhac 
i' he 
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he 6oeSy before he does it: ic^ be an ill Plea 9| 
Ae Day of Judgment to fay^ that we did not con-^ 4 
fi^er what we did ; . that we lived without C&re> 
without Thought^ without ObfervatioD; for diis 
Is not an allowable Plea fi5r a Reafpnable Ctea^ 
ture^much lefs for one wholcnowshe mu^bp judg-* 
ed : For why did you live withoiitllioadit^wimf 
out Oonfideration ? Had you not the Power o^ 
Thinking of Reafbnin^ of Con^ering ? and 
did not God give theiePowers and Faculties to 
you^ to dired and govern your Lives? did Ke^not 
make you Reafpnable Creatures^ that youQught 
confider^and live bvReafon^ and is it anExcufe 
then for aReafonable Creature^ that he lived ai^ 
afted withobt B^eafon^ and a ^e Confider^on 
of Things ? This is the great Degeneracy of 
Human Mature , the abufe and Corru^don of 
thofe ISfatural Powers which God hath given us/ 
the Source of all the ^vils that are in thisWorld^^ 
and therefore pan benoEi^ciif^^ ittudi lefs^when 
we know that God will judge us^; . a|id require a 
reafon of our AiSions : " for not tp confid?r our 
own Ways^ when we know God confiders them/ 
and will require an account of them , is a con- 
tempt of his Judgment j for did we "reverence 
our Judge, we muftconfider; and yet how 
many mad ^ > extravagapt, wicked Addons are/ 
there daily comnutted^which thofe who do them^ 
never think why they dp them, nor what reafp- 
nable account they can ^ye of themeithertoGod 
orMan. 

Some men are very fond of what they caU a 

Frolick ? that is, to lay afide all Thought and 

.Confidcration, and to give themfelves up to the 

government of every fudden and unaccountable 

■ ^ Fancy, 
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Fancy^ Md the mere wild and extravagant k i^ 
die iriorteiitdfcaifiiDg^widibut any regard toVk- 
tx» ot Vice^ to Dteency and Honour^ die ledt 
t^boqg^ of u^chisaPrpphanadon of thefe Bed^ 
JMiMyfieries: di^ drink diemieWes drunk in a 
FcoHd:) Blafpheme GOD3 andhis Son J £- 
SUS CHRIST, and his moft holy Religion, 
s^ufeWives and Virgins, moidier innocent Peo- 
db^ andaifioilt aU diey meet, in a Frolidc: hue 
ar'is ridicoloiK to iniagu» , ff w<6 muft tie tugg- 
ed, tlmt fuch Frolicks as diefe (halt beallow'd in 
die Accomtt , or pais fof Cyphers and ernpty 
So»es oflife,€o (^nifie no morethan they were 
ititendedfor ; that becaule we dinfe at fuch a 
dme to aA widiout Reafon and ConfideradoH, 
therefiore GOD fliould demand no Reafon nor 
Account of iiich AAions* 

And yet a Veiy grcar paaf of the Worfd, dny 
diey do nor rtm mto foch OutraCgious I^rolick^ as 
theie are, yet dieir Lives are little better than a 
train of incoherent and independent Fancies and 
Humours j they live without TTiought, or any 
wife defign ,* any extempore Projed has them , 
which ftarts up in their Minds, or ftrikes their 
Pan^e^^: they (carce know what they hare to do 
die next d^, nor how they fpent the lalt : But 
is this a Lite for men who are to Be judged? 

Others there arewhogivethemfelvcs up to the 
government of dieirPai^ns, which are fo vehe^ 
ment and impetuous,andalwaysin (b mqehhafte, 
thatthey will neither heat Reaibn,nor allow any 
dme for it j and then no wonder if they do fuch 
diings as they can give no good account of,whci)p 
daeir Paffion is OTCf^ * 

^ ' ^ . ' • • • ' • \ 

Othersr 
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OiM^^mm^is^ feat Mi^Mff^kk ikeirvwi 

befty aii4 itbey ase^refll^ved^ pOriiie ^ialidrdaib 

tbejrrefol^ aga^tt^ ^^«l^too^ Icfttbft AdoIA, 

norbe esi£adedto«$ifffid9fb !ft4i«l^r{*obabK! 
ep4 €|f alk thttF A^QH^ witt^U) toehriU tfibc 
Woridy andrinfthftfiwti , ... 

but. y;ott^wiUr^'€iQ^^ r^^chcifetlWUdo^o^' 
lijeas if icfai^ MW«4i6 j^rjiid^l) «DdKtileriBi^ 
ifwe beU^e thas we Hadt^be jii(^jt4r ^im^ of wr 
oug^Cr to Ikcr ^Hif^r war cw^t^fvogf^l^ wdkho^^ 
forehand^ what wef do^ nsit*^ tt^ tesdrirtA 
g|9re a fueafiiudde^ Aocoour ol it^ , ym^^&hibrc, 
dcme ir;. for- if we* na^ft^ ^Te- a i^cfinr 6F oor; 
Adicmsj^when we:have dona tbem^ wie,aiudit} ttfi 
know aoFeafoa for them^i befwc w^ do tneni /a 
sind therefore we muftaa^ftofn oof MmdrtD:aj 
gi^eaAdferioiiBCqnfideFaiiofli of tfau^t6Ui^^ 
b^fi^fon^r not4>yHuin6tiF. atid F^Rojr>.not bjrdije: 
Impetus andFory* of Paffioa^ whidi is a veiy iff ^ 
Counfellor; mocb le^ to purfue our Difis widi*; 
an affeded and rdfolvedlgDoraiiee and BKodnefi f 
for altthis will not prevenr our bdng'judged> \Aii 
willrxQake us very unable to give a good acccMmt ' 
of our fclve& when )¥e are« 

2. As we muft a^ widh gpeat Cohfideration^fo ; 
we mud make it d^^hndiiig Principle and Rjdei 
ofour'lives^ never toiosip^^mg but what wcT: 
can give a good accdunft 6t; either what wc know; 
is our Duty, or at leafl what wdare fatisfy'd is' 
/ very 
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^^bj(|,^pj^ wmcb we caoaoc accoujoit fbi)» 
j^r whicn our own Minds coqdemn u% haw 
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wo 

>W11 

inco 

our 

that 
may 
icain- 
Mercy through the Merits an4 Mediation of Jo* 
ius Cnnft; but it dpes npt become any man^wKo 
believe; a Judgment^ /#/iS th/^t grace ma/aimnJi 
thefe Hopes w^ry often deceive men , and will 
always do €q, t01 they come to this Refoltttion^ 
nev^r to violate a known D^ty, to provoke th6 
}u&iQ% or to exercife the Patience and Forl>ear- 
ahceor GuP. There is no other way to efcape 
the Cendemnatibn of the laft Judgment, but by 
a refolded Obedience to theDivmeLaws; and 
dierefore tf We believe we Ihall be judged, no- 
thing can be more.neceflary, not more becom- 
kigy than to make; Ws the conllant Rule of our. 
Aaipns, never to dip any thing for >vhich we 
kno\V God will condemn us^ nothing but what 

we 
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ive aih account for. aad ^dien. we ihall 
4)6 prepared for Judgment^ Whenever it 
tomes. , ■. ' ' ^- ' . . r 

.;. It becomes thoie who muft be ju^gbd^ to 
jud^ themfelv6^3 slnd to take a fluent ^ Jiixi- 
partial account of their own Il^e^ pA Ad^iops. 
This is no thore than every Stew^4 does^ who 
cafts up lus ISbok^^and ^djrnb his Accounts him- 
(el^ BefcH-d he prefents^hem to his Lord. The 
truth is^ it is impoffible for any maUji who knows 
he ihall be judged^ not to be veiy io]icit6(i^ to 
know what his Judgment fhall be j . isxA this eve-^ 
ry miri inay In a great meafure YJlt'hy who im- 
partially examines his own Coflici^ncej for fo' 
St. John telk tis^ j^ekr heart, OrConfdence, f0iH 
demn us, God is gttater thim fkr heart, and kneweth 
all things: hiit if our beOrt condemn us not, then hiroi 
Vfe confidence . towards GOD, i Jbhti }• 203:21. * 
So that if our Lives have been innocent and tir* 
tuous^ and fudi as' a well-inform'd Conicienqe' 
aj^^roves^ this will give infinite l^eace and Satif-^ 
feftJon to us, and ml us with Divine Jof&^ with* 
i PlerOpftiOry of Hope and Aflurance j but if we' 
ifaould not find things fb well, though upon fuch 
a ftriA Examination our Confcience^ would be 
very quarrelfome ariduncafy, and threaten thd 
Venccance of God againft us. yet it h ttmch 
mord deiirable to he^ our Confcienees chide aiid 
condemn us , than to hear our final Sentence 
from the mouth of oxic}u&gt,Goye€itrftdhtoeyer^ 
iafiingfire frefate^for the de't/il and hi/ angels: The 
Judgment or Confcience iis not final; fpreonfci- 
ence is rather our Monitor than our Judge ; if 
tells us what will be^ if we do not take care to 
prevent it, not what certainly is, and ihall h6 j 

afid^ 
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^ therefore we have this advanVage by the 
Rebukes and Cenfures of Confcience, to know 
what is amifs^ and. what we muft corred and 
amend. 

Nay , a frequent Examination of oiir felvcs 
^ would keep a perpetual Watch and Gilard upon 
our Lives: After our greateft care and caution, 
a great many things will be haftily done and jfaid, 
which we cannot reconcile with the Rules of Pru- 
dence, and Decency, and ftrid: Virtue ^ but he 
who frequently calls himfelf to an account, and 
objferves all thefe Defers, which it may be other 
men are never fenfible of, will attain an habitual 
Caution arid Watchfulnefs, and improve into 

great ExaAneis of Converfation, and all the 
races and Beauties^ of Virtue : Some of the Phi- 
lolbphers thought it a very good Rule to call 
theimelves to an account every Night for what 
diey had done that day, which would make us 
reverence our Telves and our own Confciencesj 
but there is much more reafon to do fo,when we 
remember that God obferves all our Adions,and 
will judge us for them : The Judgment of our 
Confciences,asIobferved to you before, is a Na- 
tural Prefage of God's Judgment ^ for there is no 
other reafon why our Confciences fhould judge 
us, but that God will; and then the reafon is ve- 
ry ftrong alfo, thatif God will judge u5,wecuG;ht 
to jndge our felvesj for this is the proper Office 
and Miniftry of Confcience in fubordination to 
the Judgment of God. 

II. Let us keep our Eye perpetually on a Fu- 
ture Judgment, for the direction and governmonc 
of our Lives ; . for this will fiirnill^ us with fuch 
. \ H I^rin- 
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Principles oT Adioh^as cannot be fo well learat 
any odier way. 

I. As firft^ it teaches us above all things to 
take care to approve our felves to God^ which is 
the only Principle of true Religion, and univerial 
Obedience; Nothing is an AA of Religion3 but 
as it refpedsGod^ and is referred wholly to him; 
to perform all the Ads of Worfliip^ ^though with 
never fo great Pomp and Ceremony, and ezter* 
nal. Appearances of Devotion ; to do never fo 
many good A&ions, to be feen and to be praised 
by men, or to ferve fome Secular Intcreft by it, 
is not Religion : But fome men, if they meet widi 
what they expeded, have their Reward, aH that 
they deferve, and all ttet they propofed to them- 
(elves : Their Religion is a Comtflup to Men, 
not theWorihip of God. And tMs Principle will 
reach but a little way, only to (bme External and 
popular Ads, and is calculated only for die pro- 
^ iperous Times of Religion, when it is inFalnion 
and Reputation, and will give men Credit, and 
raife their Fortunes in the World. Butdioiewho 
are Religious, and do good for God s lake, to 
approve themielves to him, have a fieady and 
bniverfal Principle of Righteoufhe^, which is as 
certaiu and immutable as God is ; and. if God 
will certainly judge us, if We muft itceive ou^ 
final Doom and Sentence from his mouth,! know 
not whom we are concerned to pleafe,buthiiiij I 
am iiirenone inoppofitiontohim. Asforinftance; 
the Cenfures of theWorld are a great Temptation 
to mod men; when inftead of Praife and Honour, 
- an unfafliionable Virtue meets .with Infimiy, and 
Reproadi , and Pubiick Scorn : ^ut St. PamTs 

-. , Anfwer 
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AfilWerwill fit alKiich Cafes; It is required in 
Steii^ardsy that a Man be found faitbfuhy but with me 
it' is a very fmaB things that Ijhoulabe judged ofyou^ 
\r of Maris Judgment ^ — be that judgetb me is the 
Lardy I Gor. 4. z^ ^ , 4. While we can approve our 
ielves to God, tHat in fimfUcity and godly fincerity 
^e have our converfation in tbis worldy the different 
Judgments of Men ought to be defpifed : What- 
evwSentencethey pronounce,cinhaveno effed, 
fer diey are not our Judges, but muft be judged 
diemfelves: And if we can appeal to God, who 
is our Judge, all the reft is but Pageantry and 
Childrens Sport, a Ludicrous Imitation of Judg- 
menii which ibmetimes ends Comically enough, 
when their Parents or Mailers happen to fee 
them j the Judge and Jury ai;e Whipt, and the 
Condemned Innocentefcapes : But what will it 
avail us, when we come before GodV Tribunal, 
that we have been not only abfolved, but praifed, 
admired, applauded by Men, who are incompe- 
tent, ignorant, or partial Judges ? 

So that if God be our Judge, we have nothing 
eUe to do, but to approve our felves to him j we * 
have but one Matter to pleafe,and he more eafily 
pleafedtoo, than Men commonly are, who are 
never all of a Mind, and therefore can never all 
be pleafed ; and feldom continue long of the fame 
Nfind, and therefore cannot always be pleafed : 
OurSaviourhimfelf experienced this Inconftancy, 
when the loudeftHofannahs in three or four days 
time were changed into Crucify him. 

So litle regard is there to be had to the jgood 
"or bad Opinion of Men J no Wife Man will be - 
contented to ftand or fall by it j and whoever 
n^es this the Principleof his Anions, can n^ver 

Hz be 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



|oo A l^raSlical Difcourfi cmernhg 

be a good man lon^: But he who approves him* 
felf to GOD J will like Relipon never the 
worfe for being reproached j wiU be content^ 
widi the private Applaufe of hS own Confd-^ 
ence , to melter him againft the moft outragious 
Obloquies ; will take as great care of the i^mc 
«nd dij^ofition of his Mind^ as of his outward 
A<3:ions^ becaufetho men cannot fee his Heart; 
God does i wili be as devput in hi^ CXokt 2i$%i 
thurehi will fa|t without any external ihowaoil 
appearance of Fafting, and give Alms without 
the found of a:Trupipet, with fuch fecrecy^ asif 
it were poffible tp conceal it from himfelf^ that 
bis left hand (hall, nof ksKtiv what his right band dois^ 
for he is not concerned that men (hpuld know any 
thing of this^ and nothing is fofecret but God 
knows it^ and his father which feetb in fecrett, . fhsU 
reward hifn cfesiijy 6. Matth. i^ f^c. 

2. As we muft approve our felves to God who 

is our Judge^ fo we muft fetch the Reafons and 

Motives of Obedience from a Future Judgment, 

. for thofe Rewards God has promjied to beftow 

lat that day on good men3and thole Punifhigenjes 

he will inflid upon the wicked :> Thefe, as fer as 

concerns Rewards and PunifhmentSj arethejGpr 

ly GofpeUMotives of Obedience.,* tiay,as fas a^ 

conc^eriis Rewards and Punifliments^becaufe th^ie 

are other Gdfpel-Motives of Obedience, befjdcis 

Rewards and Punifliments ; fuch as the great 

Love of God in giving his Spn tor us, the great 

Love of Ghrift in giving himfelf a Sacrifiqe for 

us, which is a powerful Obligation on us toliy^ 

to him whoditdfr us: And thepowerfulAffiftanccs 

;6f the Holy.Spirit to work in us both to will and 

to 
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00 do, which renders our Obedience poffibleand 
eaiy ; but the Modves of Obedience from the 
Rewards of Virtue^ and Punifhment of Wicked- 
ng&y muft be fetch'd from a Future Judgment ; 
for diefe unfeen and abfent Rewards andPunifh-- 
mentsare the only Objed: of Faith^ which is tke 
fithStance of things hope J for , anJ the evidence of 
things notjeen, ii.HeD. i. And Faith is ^e on- 
ly true Principle of GoipetObedience: Prefenc 
Rewards and Pumlhments were the Mdtivesc^the 
Mofaical Covenant^ and this is a legal Spirit to 
ferve God in expeAation of a prefent^eward^or, 
for fear of (bmeTpmporal Punimment j but Future 
Rewards and Punifliments are theMotives of the 
Goipel^ the Exerdfe of Faith^ and thetrue Spirit 
pf Sons ; the not dbierving which was the occafi- 
<m of that fooUfli Miftake^ That to ferve God for 
a Reward^ is a legal and fervile Spirit j which is 
true^ if we (peak of prefent and Temporal Re* 
wards^ but not of. thole* which are Spiritual and 
Eternal And if we will be true and fmcere Chri*- 
fiians^ here we muft fix our eye^ and with Mofer 
haVe TtfytA t6 a future Recompence of Reward ; 
for no omerMotiveswiilfitalltimes^ nor conquer 
all Temptadons^ nor extend to all A^ of Reli- 
gion, 

Thofe who ferve God for a prefent Reward, 
to maUb their fortunes in this Worlds mufl quit 
his Service when Religion expofes thlb to 
SufFerinfis in Pei&cutions^ and to the lofs of aH 
things tor Chrift's fake : Thofe who abftain 
from Sin for fear of fome Temporal Punifli- 
ments y muft commit fuch Sins ^ when they 
fhall fufFcr more by not committing them; 
when Men ferve God for Temporal Hopes or 

H 3 Fear^ 
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Fcaft, whenever the Worid pronufes greater 
Profpcrity, or threatens more terrible things^' 
they mutt neceffarily change their Mafter^ for 
riiey muft take that fide on which the prefent* 
Advantage lies. ^ 

Good Men fometimes meet with a Reward ih 
this World ^ Virtue may in fome JiinAures make 
Men Rjich and Honourable j but whoevdr courts 
Virtue for Riches and Honours, will never 
court a poor and defpifed Virtue,- that is, he 
does not indeed court Virtue, but RicHes and 
Honours j and will rather take as much Virtue 
with them as is neceffary to that purpofe, than 
go without them J but Riches and Hoiidurs, 
with or without .Virtue, are always welqome: 
Wioever makes die Advantages of this Life^ 
hisReafons and Motives to Virtue, will dorio 
more good than will advance hi^ prefent Inte- 
reft, and will be good no longer; and this is' 
a very forry Virtue, it h^d need have fome Re- 
ward in this World, iFor it wiU have none in the 
next. 

Thofe Temporal Promifes which are contain- 
ed in the Golpel, were never intended by our 
Saviour as the Rewards or Motives of our Obedi- 
ence, but only to encourage and fupport v^ in 
our Pilgrimage in this World, diatf if we fiek firfi 
the King^m cfGoiy and bu Rigbtioufnefs^ if vfb ffsre 
Up ouiH^lves to the Obedience of the Golpel, 
and live upon the Hopes of unfeeh things, and 
lay up Trcafures in Heaven, aU other things {hall be 
added unto us; God will provide what is needful 
for our paffage through this World, w^tever 
Difficulties and Difcouragements we ttiay meet 
with from Men. . • > . 

' The 
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Tbe de%i of the Gp{^ is to take oof Hearts, 
from tfaisWorld^ to teach us not to lay up for our 
felves Tr^afures on Earth, but in Heaven;. not 
to kfve this .World, nor the things that are in the 
World; and theF^o^ore it is impoiSble that Tern* 
poral Blel&ngs fliould be a Gofpel Motive ; no- 
thing in this World can be a Motive, unlels we 
love theWorld, and therefore this can be no Mo- 
tive of die Chriftian Religion, which teaches us 
not to love theWorld; unlefs the lovcof theWorld 
can be a proper Motive atad Argument to niake 
us defpife it, and live above it. 

And therefore I confe(s I have ibmetimes 
wiihed that there had been lefs ftre& laid upon 
the Temporal Rewards and Advantages of Vir- 
tue, to perfuade men to Religion ; and upon the 
Tdnppral Evils and Miferies of Sin, to difcour 
rage men from it ; for this is not always true ; 
and if it were, it is an Argument which will per- 
fuade no man ; and if it did, it cannot advance 
them to the hdghts and perfedions of a Chrifti- 
anVirtue, and therefore is no Gofpel Motive. As 
for Inftance : 

Some Virtues are very healthful, prolong our 
lives, and prevent a great many painful and 
mortal Diieafes,which the contrary Vices expofe 
men to,- fuch asTemperance and Chaflity j other 
Virtues are very pro{)er methods of thriving in 
die World, fuch as Diligence, Prudence, Juuice; 
others give us Reputation and Honour, advance 
us to Rule, aiid Empire, and Publick Trufls : 
Now this is fometimes true, and. fometimes nor, 
as the State of the World now is, as I fliewed 
you before, that whatever natural efficacy Vir- 
tue may have to make men happy, or Vice to 
H 4 hiake 
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makes diem miferable^ this may be in a great 
meafure defeated by the external Circumiiances 
of our Condition in tfaisWorld; and thorefore this 
can never be a Motive^ that is^ it cannot be a 
reafon why we (hould chufe Virtue^ becaufe it 
is not always a reafon ; nay^ it is as often a rea- 
(on for Vice as for Virtue ; and if it be a good 
reafon for one^ I cannot fee why it fhould not 
be a good reafon for the other; for if it be a rea- 
fon at; all^ it is a reafon for that fide on which at 
prefent it is^whetherthatbeVirtue orVice: Indeed 
thefe Temporal Advantages of Virtue are not fb 
muphReafons forVirtue^as againftVice^ and th^t 
too only againft fuchVices^ or fudi Degrees and 
Inflances of Vice^ as are deftru^ve to Mens 
health, or Fortunes, or Reputation: However^ 
this reafon^ be it what it will, will reach no1^- 
ther than to fuch a degree of Virtue as will con- 
tribute to a happy and pn^perous life in this 
World, and therefore will not raife us above this 
World, will not teach us to defpife Riches and 
Honours, and Bodily Pleafures, nay, is not omi- 
fiftent with a mean value, and great indifferency 
to prefent things, and therefore it cannot make 
us ChrifUans; and is a very improper Argument 
to perfuade men to beChriftians; it never made 
a Chriftian yet, and never will do. 

And therefore let us not think to conquer the 
Deceits and Flatteries of theWorid and the Flefb, 
with fuch Arguments as thefe, which have no 
, ftrength in them, which are more apt to make 
Men fend of this World , than to con- 
quer it : But this is cur Vi&mry which ox/er- 
femes the World y tvtn cur Faith i the hope and fear 
of unfeen Things, or a Future Judgment, when 

God 
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QoA V/ill ecernall^p'reward good men^ and puniih 
the wicked THBisanArgumeminallTiineSy 
and in aS Conditions: it wiU make us dd[piie the 
Worid when it iiniles and flatters^ and (com its * 
Frowni : Here are hopes too big for thisWorid^ 
a|id fears too great and powerhil for its fears ; 
fudi hopes as can fupport us under the greateft 
SoSerings ; fuch fears as can imbitter aU the 
fweets of Sin ; and therefore let us keep the Fu- 
ture Judgment always in our eye ; let us fetch 
our Supporcsand Conubrcs frommence; let us op- 
pofe theie Hopes and Fears againft all Tempta- 
tions^ for here i^ourftrength; dl other Arguments 
are eaiily baffled^ butnothingcanahfwer the Ar- 
gument of Eternal life and Death. 

s E c T. vn: 

Third Inference *: Tp refer all Judgment to GOD. 

* 
III.TF GOD will certainly judge the World, 
X let us refer all Judgment to God ; or as 
St. PWipeaks , Therefore judge mthiug hrfore the 
time y until the Lord come^ who both will bring to 
light the hidden things, of darknefsy and "will make ma-- 
nifefithe counfels of the hearty and then fliaU every man 
have fraife bfGod^ i Cor. 4. 5*. Noming is more 
indecent nor more dangerous, than fox men who 
muft be Judged themfelves, to take God*s Work 
out of his hands , and to aflume a^Prsetorian 
Bower to Judge, Acquit, and Condemn whom 
they J)lcafe, without expeding the Judgment of 
God : Jo Judge is God's Prerogative, and he will 
Judge the World : And whamhafithou to do to judge 
another mansferuant? tohis ownmafierhe Jhall Band 

or 
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or fall Wl^ fo much hafte to preveitt the Judff^ 
ment of God by odr ralh^jgnofant^ uncharitabTe 
Judgments? Judgment will come timi enou^ 
* for us all, ani therefor$ judge nothing tefore the time. 

This is fo common a Fault, suid does i6 m«ch 
K|ifduefintheWorld,and yetisfoveryunreafbn* 
able, coniidering a Future Judgment, that it will 
be of CTeat ufe to Difcourfeit more parcicidarly^ 
and if it be poffible, to corred this Mifcarriage, 
which is one of the greateft Plagues of Human 
Society. 

It is Very obrious to. ask here. What is the fault 
of this? Is there any living in theWorld without 
judging qf men and thihgs ? Muft we not fay^ 
that he is a very bad man, whom we fee clo ve* 
rybad things ? muft we not diftinguifli between 
Virtue and Vice , and between good and bad 
men ? Muft we not make good men our Friends, 
commend and imitate theirVirtues,*ahdrejed: 
the converfatiort of the wicked, and beware of 
Knaves, and men of iU Principles and Defigns ? 
And is it not necei&ry then to diftinguifli be- 
tween Godd and Bad Men ? That is, to judse 
who are fo. Muft we wholly refer the Punim- 
ment of Wickednefs, and the Rewards of Virtue 
to the Day of Judgment; and becaufe God will 
judge the World, muft not Princes and Mad- 
ftrates execute Juftice, and feparate between -me 
Pure and the Vile ? i 

Thjis is fo very unreafbnable, fo inconfiftent 
with the wife Condud and Government of our 
Lives, and a prudent care of our felves, fo de- 
ftrudrive toHumanSocieties,givesfuchenc9ura^ 
ment towickednefs,^and fo confounds diediftm- 

dion 
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AioflofGoodandEvil^ that I need not tell any 
Mm^ that dus is not meant by referring all Judg- 
ment toGod: We muft judge of Men and Things 
as % as is neceffiuy to the prudent Govern- 
ment of our Lives, and to the Prefervation of 
Peace, and Juftice, and good Order in the World i, 
This does not intrench upon a Future Judgment, 
nor upon God's Prero^tive of being the fole 
Judge of the World, but is heceffary in this pre- 
fent State of Thin^ j foneceffaSr, that neither 
publick Societies nor private Perfons can be lafe 
without it. But then we afTume fuch a Judgment 
to our felves, as belongs only to God, when we 
judge Mens Hearts:, and fecret Thoughts, and 
Intentioh^, and when we pals Judgment on their 
Final State. \ 

'Brfi^ yffYitit "we judge Mens , Hearts, and 
Thoii^ts, ^d fecret Intentions: For the Heart 
of Man is known only to himfelf, and to God, 
who is the fearcher of Heartsj and the Counfek 
of the Heirt will never be made maiiifeft, till 
God comes to judge the World. 

Indeed no Man will pretend to know another 
Man's Heart j and yet it is too plain in many Ca- 
fes that Men undertake to judge of Hearts: And 
the great Fault in judging is, that whether Men 
will own it or no, yet they undertake to judge 
of Hearts. 

Thus all thoie do, who char^ Men with more 
Guilt than is vifible in their Adionsi for if we can 
difcover any Guilt which is not vifible in their 
Aftions, we muft look into their Hearts, and 
Thoughts, and Intentions, to find it. 

Thus 
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Thus diofe do who charger mea vi^. OiSt 
upon account of innocent zpA indifferent AAioos 
whic^hayenonecel^iy Gpod orEvilinthoziybat 
are as they are talcen^ and as diey weresntended j 
and thofe who can &id any hurt ix\ fucb AAibns^ 
as have no intrinlick Eril and Mifi^l^ef in diem^ 
muft find it in theheart.^ 

BIpecially thofe^who judge and condemn men 
ibr the moii virtuous Adions^ for the cioft inii- 
table Examples Qf Piety^ and Devotion^and Cha« 
ntVj andaievere and mortiify'd life; and call this 
Ane(9ation3 andPopularity^ and Pharifaifin, and' 
chai^ them with carrying on fome worldly and 
(ecularDefigns undefirtliejMafque andl>ii{;ciiie of 
Religion. Now I grant this may be done, and 
fometimes it may be vifible enou^^ as it was ia 
« die Pharifees; but to charge any manndth tfai^ 
without (bme plain and manifeft initiqttion of k^ 
is to judge their Hearts wh^iwe know nodui^^ 
cithern. 

Nay^ to charge men widi the utmoft poflSQblc : 
Guilty even of their bad Adions, is to judge didr . 
Hearts; for it is to fay^ thatAi^have donefach , 
a wicked Adion with all the internal wickedneis 
of Heart and Mind which fuch an X^on can be 
committed with ; which no man can (ay w&b- 
out judging the Heart. 

The fame wicked Adion maybe die eSkBt^ 
dierof Ignorance or of Knowledge^ ofRaflmeis 
and Surprize^ or of mature and ddSberateCoun- 
fel, of habitual wickednelsy or of fome acdden^ 
tal Temptadon^ of our own free Choice^ or tb^ 
Perfuafionsof Friends^and dielndcemrats of our. 
Compamons^and thePrevalenc^ of Shame orFean^ 
nowdiismakesa vaftdifl^reacemtheGuikandSin, 

and 
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atii if the &me Adion may have different de^es 
of Guilty we muft charge it with no moredian 
what: is vifible^ unlefs we will undertake to judge 
the Secrets of He^tits. • . 

TI1US to charg^ a man with a<9ing againft his 
Conieience^whenhe himielf declares a fidl'ia* 
tisEa^dn inrwhat he does; or to fay^ thaihe on-^ 
ly pa:«BendF Cojq^fcience^. when it is nodiing but 
HuAioiir^ drPride^ and Popularity, or Intereft^ 
^md Polkicksj is to judge Mens Hearts : for diefe 
things are not to be known ^ without' knowing • 
mens Hearts. ^ There may b^ great Symptoms^ 
and Strong Prefumptions, that fome men have no 
Confdence at all, or no regard to it; for thdR: 
who in the general courfe of their lives govern 
diemielves by no Rule, are ridiculous when they 
pretend Coofcience in anything; butthoiewho 
ia dieir other AAions fbew , that diey are mea 
of Confdence, ought to4)e bdieved,when they 
pretend Confcience, unlefs ther^ be mamfeft £<- 
vidence to die contrary. 

All lAtg^St thinjgs belong to the Judgment of 
God, who will judge the Secrets of mens Hearts 
bytheGofpel.of Chrift, butwe are not concerned 
to judge of them; for it ierves no good End, but 
does very. SJ^^t. inifchief to the World. 

All tw Ends of Human Government both in 
Church and State, may be attained without this; 
ifor Human Govemmentsdo not pretend to judge 
s^ensThou^s and Hearts, ahy otherwife than as 
-tiiey aredeclared inWords and Adions, and feme 
y&ry plainand fignificantCircumflances^which be- 
tray and fpeak their Intentions and Defigns : i lu- 
:Sian Govenunents take notice only of what ap- 
pears^ and this is fuffident to fecure the external 

Purity 
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Purity of the Church, srnd to prefer vcJufHce and 
^ood Order in the State;: but the mifchief of 
judging Mens Thoughts and Hearts^ is chiefly 
feen in private Coflverfation. 

How often does this diflblve the moft indmate 
Fripnd£hips, and beget Mortal Quarrds^ti^tMeh 
read each others Thoughts aiod Hearts in tbeir 
A<ftions, and very often read very falfe^.and di«* 
redly contrary to the Senfe or the 'Original: 

.When an indncreet Word or Adion is inter* 
pret^ a deiigned Afl&ont^ and a careldsor 
forgetful Negled is thought a Contempt j when 
an intended Kindnefs mifcarries, and.provte an 
Injury, and «s then thought to be intended fo. It 
is eafiy obferved, that meer Aftioiis anger no 
Man^ and make no Quarrel; for we can eafily 
bear with that from one whom .we believe our 
Frieod 3 which we jwiil not bear with froin a 
Stranger, or a fuppofed Enemy or Rivial j but 
when Men apprehend a thing ill intended^ then 
they take it ill j that is, they judgp Mens Hearts 
and Intentions, which they csannot lee, and 

' which they often miftake^ and diat makes the 
Quarrel. : ' ' ^ 

Another Mifchief of this judging,' is^ That 
many times the moft exemplary Virtue is greatly 
difcouraged, and the moft uTeftil Men eclipieo; 
and made unferviceable to the Woirld: When die 
moft confpicuous. Kety, and DcvoticMi, and 
Charity is accufed of Pride, Ambition, Populari- 
ty, or feme other hafe and low Defign, it makes 
fuch 8;odd Men afraid o(appearing good^to ayoi|i 
the fufpicion of being Vain and Wicked j it 
tnakes their Examples meleii to the World ; for 

Men 
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Me^wUl be afraid CO inutate them^ when they* 
who fet the Example, get nothing but an illNamc 
by.it ' It makes fomemen think thatallReligion 
is a Cheats and has nothing but diis World at the 
botrom^when the more zealous men appear in do- 
lAfgood, the more they are fufpe&ed of Hypo^ 
,cnfy, and worldly Deijgns. 

And thus on the other hand, ( as we know 
Mankind are very*partial in their AfFedionsj 
^heii thofe who do very wicked Adions , (haU 
itHl be thought good men, and maintain their 
Reputation in-^e World, as having the root of 
the msricter in tfifcm^ though they are not with- ^ 
oat their F^lin^ ^ this makes men believe, that 
^y.may bfe g^od , and yet live wickedly, if 
they do but take care of their Hearts j and they 
can eafily perfi^de themfekes, that their Hearts 
are veirygpod. ^ 

It were eafy to rdckop^ a great many Mif- 
cHefs of this judg^g MeiisHearts^efpedally wheri 
Cenfures fall upon theMiniftersof ReUgion,whiclh 
weakens their Authority, and Counfels and Ex- 
amjpfes, and Reproofed; ;which was die cafe of 
St ?mI himfclCwho it feems was cenfured on all 
hands, but appeals .from Man's Judgment to the 
Judgment of God j With. me it is a'vtrj fmallthing 
tbatJjbfifdd hi jndg^^fjouy or ofmim s Judgment : 
yeay I judge not mj felj: For I kn(W nothing hy my • 
felfj yei am I not hkrel^ juftiffd: but he that judgetb 
ifffiis theJUrd. therefore iudge nothing before the time^ 
until the Lord come^ wbojhoth will hing to light the 
" bidden tbinrs ofdarknefsy and make manifefi thecoun* 
fels of the bfort : and then jhaB every man Jkave fraife ' 
of God, i Cor; 4. 3^ 4, f . 

; * " Let 
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• Let us then judge of mem Anions according to 
thofe Rules of Good and Evil which the'GoQ>eI 
has given us^ but leave their Hearts to God^who 
alone knows the Secrets of Hestrts^ and who 
alone can judge them: This is God's Pr^x)gat!ve^ 
and it is Preemption in us to intermeddle widi 
it j and worfe than that^ it is very dangerous too^ 
with relped to our own Account at die ]aft|ttdg- 
ment^ as our Saviour tells us^ 7, Mat. ijZ.Jti^e 
noty that ye he not judged : For with what judgment 

y^ j^^i^y y^ fi^^ ^^ j^^^i ^^^ ^i^^ v>bat mea/ure 
yemetey it Jhall be meajured unto you again. So that 
if we win judge^ we ought to bf ianmrabte and 
charitable in our Judgmentj if we defire to be 
judged fevpurably by God i And I beliieve dxer© 
is none of us but will confefs^ that we^ ilind in 
need of a very favourable Judgment j, th^ God 
Ihould make great Allowances for theWeakneis^ 
Ignorance^ Folly^ Miftakes^ Inadvertencies^ Sur* 
prizes^ Temptations of HuWn Nature ; and if 
we are fo far from making any i&vourable allow- 
ances for the Mifcarriages of^our Brethren^ diat 
we fearch into dieir very Hearts and Thoughts, 
V . to find (bme thing to quarrel with j either to agu: 
" gravate vif^le Faults ; or to turn appearing and 
vifible Virtues into F^ts^ what may we expecft 
from the Jufl: and R^teousjud^: of dieWorld? 
• It is a known Rule of Rightepmneis^ To do. as 
we would be done to ; and. ^SX Mankkid think it 
very juft, to fufferwhat iffe dp, to receive the 
fame meafure we mete totbthers j and therefore 
we^may make a Law tP our ielves, and 
by a levere, rigorous^ uiicharitable Judg- 
ment of men , make God, not an Unjuil , 
but yet a Severe and Rigorous Judge of us ; 

and 
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iJfyj As we muji npt judge inens iicsiTti an(! 
Thought, much lefs inuft we judge their Finat 
State J to condemn them to Etemsd Miferies^ , oc 
to ddlrance them to Eternal Glories^ as we pleafe; 
for this is to pre-|udgethe Judgment of God, and 
toprefcribe to.him, whom he ihallfave, and 
whomhe IhalJt damn, by bur ownbyafs'd and par- 
tial Aficdions. It becomes us to talce care p£ 
our own Accounts, and to leave other men to 
the merciful Judgmentof God : It is anargumecK: 
of a very ill temper of rriind, when men are har 
fty aiid forward in pronouncing the Sentence of 
Damnation agaiaft others ; it looks as if they 
had amiind fuoi men flioMd be damned; as if they 
would dire<a God what to do, left he fhould t>e 
too merciful : It is enough fof Us to confider 
what the Terms of Salvation arc, which the. 
Gofpel has propbfed to us; and to take care to. 
perform thele Terms our felves j whether othef 
men have performed them or noti,'tis none ot 
our bufmeis to judge ; that God will do when 
he conges to judge the World : But all pious and 
charitable Chriftians,, who confidec what it is to 
be damned, are very unwilling to pronounce 
this Sentence upon any man. 

Our Church has been extfeamly blamedby fbme 
men^ forthatChari'ty ftie hasexprelTed ia her Of* 
ficeof Burial,toward'salI that die ia herCommu- 
n^ion,when flie teaches us to pt^y^U^emeekJyhffecb 
Thee/dr Faihfr^ toraift us from the death cfSipy unto 
tbeiifeofrigbtmfnffs^ th^t wbtif weJhaUMfaft thU 
' ' ^ I ' Life^ 
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Lifcy we.may refi in bim^ f'.^,^^ bope istbiipftrBr^ 
tber dotb. And'yet it rjaay l)e ofe Perfoii then 
buried, is kpown to havfc lired ^ very wicked 
and profligate Life : ' And hpwc^ W9 e^relspur 
Hope of die Salvation blFfuch a hian? 
''' Now the truth is, ourCt^utch never u^tended 
tffls Office of Burial for mdft of Pro^g^te tW^ 
ho more than Ihe intended tiiat fuch men Uiould 
five and die in her Cominunionj for thi§ OSicQ 
Is only for thofe who die in the Communion of 
the Church ; and were Church- iMfcipiihe d^y 
eiercis*d^'all (iich notorious Sinners giufthiye 
been flung out of Church-Cbmiiiunidn : Arid 
fiiofe who f^fflc.^ the Clamour about this al^avi^ 
been one great Hindrance of exercifiM; Difci- 
pllne, having^W^ened the PbAver and Authori- 
ty of the Church by thiif Sphifms and Fa^jipns : 
But taking th'ipgs as they are^ I confeis Jean lee 
no Impiety in^ nor any fiich; mighty' Ifaul; as 
is pretended. ; ^ The Church does not pretend tq 
judge ariy'mah's Pinal State; fiow wicked foevec 
His Life was] %at is Gdd's Work, and (he leaves 
them to him >'and what great Fault is it tp hope 
well, wheri we cap't pretend to know enough 
oF the wottf'6f indn, efpiBCially ot the end and 
conclufion of their Lives, to pafs a Finkl Sen- 
tence on them ? th'erfe are a great many degrees 
of Hope> ahd one degree but the next remove 
from Defpaixj that is, but the next : remove 
from pronouncing Damnation ag^Inft theui j 
and if we mufl: not do that. We may lay, we; 
hope ftill': Suppofe 6\ft Hope be no moref 
than a charitable- Wifli^'liow can that offend 
God , that we wifh well even to yerjr b-id 
men ? An fexcefs of CharlQri an Unwillingriefs 
• • • ^ that 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



di^ any MsM^fljouM Ije et^roaUy m\Sktiki»^ is fio 
Fault:. I ^/fiijfe K is a grei^tar cq -pcosouooe 

]^ it is fei4:> That.thk eucouragQs Ws.wkdwi 
(Ilio^ wJ^. acwid bis fiui^ral, to iiofM 

they niay be laved too, though they perfiftij 
their Wickednefs to the laft, as he did. Now in- 
deq^ ^#a^ little .JyiaRtgrs may: enBomAge ftch 
Mj^ m S^ I'ca^MM^ %j ^^ tj)0reih no r^aibn 
mat^ a £iiatai;uJi chs^ntable WiflLihOiild do .this: 
ti^th^J^npw tb$ Gpi^el of Chrift, ihey know 
^^^Hie J^ ti>^tned eternal Damnation agajnil 
9)a un^niteint. SHme^i' i6 they. JcnowtheBoV 
i^m^ of the: Churchy they know (he teadics tkft 
Yf^^ j^mp thiBgi,i€^tbey la^ theii: vijicked Caii& 
' ^a(mojBL die, th^y &wiKis dying Horrors and Agp^ 
me$i:pp, vhicfefew.ciff them die ^thout, if they 
Kay? any tim^ t^jcoa^ec their. Ststtc; arid wheii 
tlv^.know and r§» j4L this, is these aoyreatea 
t;<> hPpc they flJItU Jjo fayed in.^h^r Wickedneftj. 
pnly becaufe tjie Church w^l not Duttin tliem^ 
but r^ryes thom^ ta the J&dgmenc. of God, . and 
f«ad$ ^r oh$iri$able Wilhiss a&er them.^ At.lcaft 
this <;aa b^ m> Ef^Qftfigehientj when they zti 
foreiwArned htforerJiaad of it.j' which is tii^ 
«hi^C Re^fon wfoy t take notice of it at tkii 

Upon the fame. Principle^ I.aminot aihamed 
to own I have always been airerfe \o that Dif* 

Ettte about the Sahration of Heathens; for th» 
; to fit in Judgment on three jparts of the 
World>' and Lanx not the Jucjge ht the Worl<^ 
nor of any pait of it ; and y^ 1' know t^% 
what Charafter: and Cenfures this^ plaln^Coiife^^ 

I % fion 
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fiofi may bring upon me; for fome Men do as 
tieretnpmily Damn all the Heathen Worlds as if 
it were an Artide of their Greedy and think aU 
diofe Enemies to the Grace of Chrift^ who do 
not ; bat for' my part^ I dare neither Damn 
nor Save them^ for I know nothing of die mat^ 
ter; • . 

By what Rule OtA will judge the Heathei^ 
iWorld^ I cannot tell; St.Pitirftelts us^ As many 
m hofoefinmi without LaWj JhaB alfo ferifii witbmt 
Law; aiiias moHy as bavefinntd in the Lothi^ jhai he 
ju^ed by tbe Law^ 2. Rom. '12: And diere is die 
fame Reaibn as to theGofpel too^ that thoCe- who 
never heard of the Gofpd fliallbe judged, with- 
out the Goipel; and who * can tell what this 
figniiies; what mig^hty Allowances God niay 
' i^e for their invincible Isnofances^ and the im^ 
happy Circumftances of ^ir Eductadon ? '\ Who 
can tell how^litde God will atcepciroilh thbfe to 
yvhom he has givf n litde ? ' I am fdit'e our Saviour 
tells us^ To wbttnfdk^er much ugmtn, ofbimfiaU 
beMucbrequiredi 4niufwb)aii'Mihba'vecof9mtiitti 
ifiucby ofbimtbeywii ask ibeimirli^ 12. Luke48»- 
Which by a parity of Reaibniup^ofes^ that Where 
God has given little^ he rec^uires litde. S^.Paul 
ieems to indmate a very mjMirable Judgment 
which fuch Men (hall have^ and a vaft difference 
that God makes Between the Times of Pagan Ig- 
norance and the Lig^t of dieGofpel, TbeTOnei 
^ftbis Jgncranee GqJ linked atybut^cw ccmnmnditH 
a^AAn every where to refent^bHaufehe bath af feinted 
aday, &c. 17. A^ jo^ 3 1. wbereGod's winking at 
1^ Tin^ of Ignorance^ mufiiignify that he i^ 
notXojfevere^and curicus ahObfcrver of dieir 
; .. : * - ^ A<^ons^ 
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A^BotiSj nor {o AHA to mark what is amiis^ nor 
fo rigorous in cxading Punifliment^ as he will 
be now. They are in the Hands of God, and • 
there we ou|^t to leave them, with this general 
Perfiiaiion^ That God will be very JuS^ and 
?ery Meroful in judging them; and this eafes 
my Mind of a great many troublefome Thoughts. 
I know not what Pleafure odier Men take in 
it^ but it is terrible to me, when I confider what 
Eternal Damnation is, to diink that fo much the 
ereateft part of the Worlds who never had the 
Means and Opportunities of Salvation, as we 
have. Ihall be eternally Damned : I dare judgcr 
liotmng; but that great Love I have for Mankind^ 
inclines me to hope better for diem, fas far as 
the Circtimftances of their Condition will admit 
of a fiivourable Judgment),* and that ftrong Per« 
fuafion I have of the Jyftice and Goodnefs of Go| 
inclines me to believe better of him j for fo I am 
a^ to think, that die merciful fide of the Que* 
inon is moft agreeable to die Divine Juftice an4 
t Goodnefs. 

Soch another curious Queilion is diat about the 
Sdvation of Infiincs, who die before they know 
Good or Evil j elj^ecially the Children of Heathen 
Parents: Now it is certain diey have no Legal 
and Covenant Title to Salvadon; nor have they 
any thing of tt^ir own to anfwer for, but that 
Original Guilt they contrafted by their Birth: ' 
Now God has not tokl us how he will judge thefe 
In&ncs, nor are we concerned to know. 

The In&nts of Chriftian Parents indeed have a 
Covenant Tide to Salvation, for the Tromife m 
m^de to m and to our Children ; and to fay that 
fuch Children djing afttr Baftifmy hefiro they kai/t 

I 5 i' OftH 
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committtd any aQualSin^ fitilkcma^fy be Jfff^ fc" 
iiot an Ad of Judgmetit^ but pply a .oed^Hi^ 
the Virtue and Efficacv of Ba^final Grace wA 
Regeneration^ that tke Orace^dl^ J^ptUxn^wfll 
. feve thofe who. do not .afterwards tocfeNfithii 
Cicace by wilful Sins j and tharei^re if th^ Qbttv 
dren of Chriilian Parents have a Right toJS^ 
tifrh^ they have a Right to the Salvatiofi <^BApi^ 
tifm ; and if they die before they hxvfi for&it^ 
this Right by their own Aftj ^y muft be fevodt; 
And to depy this^ is to depy thf Virtue and Effi^ 
cacy ofBaptifm to Salvation { and that t am^ikre 
is to deny, or to leffen the Gofpel-Gracd. 

The Sum is, <3od is the Judge, of the Wdrldi 
and we muft leave Men tp the Judp;meiU: of 
God;^ and judge; nodiing before (^ttme^iiiar 
difturb our Thoughts wath fooie turious C^c^«? 
ons how God wul judge -the ^Vprld j i/we.Ccr^ 
tainly know how we £aU be judged, eveiti byl 
the Gofpel qf pur Saviour, and therefoiife owghl 
U> take care t6 prepare our Accounts : But holi«^ 
tliofe fiiall be ludged who never heard of .the 
Gofpel, W9 kjnow not, and are not coopeoied 
to know^" but if we. will be judgingj we ought 
to judge very .charitably^ becaufe, as I ot^eryed 
Hfpre, with what ^udginent we JH^ge^ . WfJmKh 
judged i and with what MeafHre w^ mete^ itJhaS be 
meafured unto m^again. - ' 

^ But bei^ie X difi|ufs thiV^gy^ent, X gatmdt 

but take notiqe of fome- g?efl«:. %od vifiblc; 1^» 
db^pk of this judging MeQ$:Fij^iStaie> whether 
, we I)amh orbaVe then). • . ^: . * ' .;:..«' .C 
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jr. As firft fortiliifnhingi tijrtqaffy when we: 
darhh them by wholifkle^ as the Church of Rom 
diatms all Her^ckk^and as others with as much 
ChsLHif aimh aH PaWfts and Mafignants, or 
vHiocvjsr iititf ircJplcaTed to vote for Hereticks. , 
Nbw ♦tot tHc^eflta* of tlhis is, is vifible to all 
iSic ^^rffl : It 'ddffreyi not only Chriftian Love 
aiiaCharfrjr, Hotc^cn commonHumamty : vrtien 
]lfe&hi^vdiisabi^ "another damned, andbdieve 
<Sod i#fll daflm thofe whom they have adjudged 
tbDatelthidbn, then they are theEhemies of God, 
and Hiey think they do God good.fervjce tode- 
ftrox*«*ii- Gbd hatdsthem, arid dierefore diey 
think it a iin in them to love thofe whom God 
hates, or to have ^mypity or compaffion for thofe 
wlromGda WB damn. And thtiV jftey bumHe- 
reticks,.or tut their THroats^ or cohnfcate their 
Effeittt, and 4riVe thMi out Irom among them, 
and treat ^iferi with all the Barbirity and Indig- 
Ifities windi a danining Zeal andPury can invpc 
AM othcfr Yfflanies may meet with Ibme Pity and 
"Charity, but Charity is Lukewarmftcfi and want 
of Zeal in God's Caide ; there b A6 Fire burns 
fb furiouAjr, ntit foobtradoi^ycdnfUrbes, as that 
wTiich is kindled at Goes Altar. And thus thd 
Chrifltan Church is turned into a gi'eat Sham* 
bles, and ftained with the Blood of Human, nay 
of Chriftian Sacrifices : though were theyin the 
right, that God would damn thofe Men vi^lionk 
Aey had damned , why fhoiild ttey tlunk Pati- , 
ence arid Forbearance a greater Fault in them 
than it is in God, wbe bearetb with much long-fuf-^ 
fering, the veffih of ^wath fined for Jefhuifiofi ? 
Why are they lb unmerciful as to hurry away 
there poor wretches immediately into Heil,whisri 

I 4 God 
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Go3 is contented to. let ^|ifS{n ii;re pn^ tolct the 
Tares wd th/e Wh^eat 'grow up tog^thpr tjllthe 
Marveft ? W)by4o they ,cnvy them the fiiort w^ 
periiliing Contentments of this life^ when they, 
•aire to fuffer an Etemijty of MUery ? Methihks ic 
jfiiould ^tisfy thempft ipplacablemtred toknow^ 
Iqiattheymuft be nuferabie for eTer^dK)ttg^^etr 
l^eri^ fhpuld be adjourned for fomefew'^^is^ 
but if mis be the Eileft of damning men, yoif 
may guefs that the Caufe is not very good; thp 
an uncharitable Judgment will hurt no body but- 
themfelves^ yet it is of dangerous Conlequence^ 
vfhen fncb rafli Judg» wilfbe asi h^y Executi- 
oher^too. . . 

2. Though the Effefts of facing men^ and vo- 
ting them to Heaven be not fo tragical as thofe 
^f damning them/ yet this has its Mifchiefs too; 
Vhen any Party of men have voted themielves 
the oply true Churchy wherein Salvation is to be 
jKa^^pr the only Saints and Eled People of Qod^ 
then all who will be faved mu;ft herd with .them;- 
and mQ& mjsn think \% enoudh to fecure their^SaU 
vationj to TCtinto their w umber : Tlius the 
Church of %omt fi:i^htens men into her pom-- 
piu^upn ^ by threatning Damnation againft all 
who are out of that Church j and this reconciles 
men to aU their'^iiperftitions and Idolatries for fear 
pf Partination,* and encourages them in all man- 
p?rpf tbpifeneft ^n^Debauciicry, when they are 
;ot jrito a ChprcHwhich can fave thcfnj and it 
as much the iame efted, when men lift theno* 
«}yes with any. Party; where they hope to be 
!av?^ fp'r Conipny^.wHile\aU the reft of Man* 
''"4^ even tholp who prp'fffs the Faifh ©f Chrift, 
- ■ V':-;"^'-^"/ -*^'^': '/ -^''*' '' •■ " "' ' " are 
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are no better than the Wdrld^ and die IJngodljr . 
and Reprobates, who tho they may have more 
Morsd Yirtues than fom^ odiers^ yec ha^e no 
Grace. 

And the mifcluef of this increafes, when men 
are iaifited after death: Had it not been for dm 
Trick 5 the Chtorch of Rome had had vciy few 
SzixfXs tp worflip, none but the Virgin Afin^and 
the ApofUes, wnom they might certatinly con^ 
dude to be {n Heaven ; but as for their oAcr 
Saints, who were the great Founders andExanir 
plesof their Superftition, th^are Saints of dieir 
own making , juft as die Heathens made their 
Gods; and it is the Stories and Legends of dieie 
Saints, which fupport the Superftidon of ^e 
Church of Romez for who dares queftioQ the 
Examples of thote who are canonized Saints in 
Heaven ? ILife artePollux^ & vagus Hercules innix- 
usy ar^es attigit igneas. ' ^ ^> . 

And f^ece are another fort of men, who are 
QOtbehindrhand widi them in this, who have a 
great many more Saints than the Church olF 
K^Mitf, thoueh they don'| pray to them ; Vho 
^nd, gr^t moals to Heaven, dfpecially if (hey 
have been zealous for prompting a Party, which 
bidesali othet Faults, and fandi^es very doubtfiil 
Adions," and how powerful muu the Example 
of fuch Saiats be to excite others to an imitation 
of their Virtues ?. 

In a word, when Mfe pretend to fend men to 
^eaven, wemake them our Rules and Examples; 
we hope to go to Heaven with all the Fa ulcs they 
bad;gn<j tbofewho knew them, poflSbly knew a 
great many ^ and what they were eminent for, we 
conclude weire great Virtues, and fit for our irni-^ 
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tadon, dio otherUrilc of a doubtful and ^l^a- 
ous nature. 

TJitere is fiot a morcdangbrous thihgj'thah to 
make any man our Rule and Examp^ ^d yet 
fliat WQ neceflarily do,wheh wefehd Riih to Hea- 
ven ? for Who would not think hSittifttf feife in 
imitating thofe whom he Bdiieves t6 be in ll«i- 
ven ? and if we confider, at what rate both the 
Church of Rome^ and others make Saints^ we 
muft needs be fenfible how mfinitely dange- 
rous this is to mens Souls. 

To conclude this Head : Let us judge chari- 
tably of aH men^ and hope wdl according to the" 
different reafons we hare to hope ; but let us^ 
leave their final State toGod, lieither perempto* 
rily damn or fave them. It is to be feared^ that 
Human Judgment has fent many men to Heaven^ 
who wiU never get thither ; and to be hoped^ 
that many men ftaii. meet with a more favoura- 
ble Sentence in the ndxt AVorid; than dhey do m 
this. God is the Judge of dieWorid^ and hewill 
certainly judge lis^ andjhere is no inconvenience 
in ftaying till the Day of Judgtnent^ to fee what 
mens final Sentence ftall be, but very great Mir> 
chiefin pronoundilg a ralh and hafty Judgment 
our felves. >'* 
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Pourtb htfhrenee ; % rrf^r iM Difficuhies to He bajf . 

iV.¥PG«a Wi» fadfee the Worlds tet us refer 
- Jl mli Diffifetildes 16 ffie Day of Judgment. It 
muft be confeflcd^ f Katthere iirc veiy gredt Diffi- 
culties in Providence, fuch as die Wifeft Men , 
cannot undeH^Shdj^ and I can hy no means |ay 
it is a Fault for Meii to tektch into Prdtridence, 
and to be v^ry inqui^tive iftto the Reafoh^ dT it; 
&r wh^t can more^b^^ni^ a reafbnabie Crea- 
ture, tnahtoftudy the Woiks ofGod?* And-.what 
Wprks more worth our Studv than ihe Divine 
Frovidehbe^ ahd the wonderful Myfieries of God's 
goveimrig the World ? 

But th^ ERfficulty is to fet Bounds to the Curi- 
bAiQriif J^ifetikmd, t6 teich thcin to ftudy Provi- 
de!** ti^kH the Modefty of Creatures, aiid with 
the jflft RfeVer*rt€e wKich Wb owe to Go^whofe 
Wifdom is infinite and unfearchable i to be con* 
tented to difcover what we can, to ^dmire and 
addre ifie Wifflom, and Goodnefs, and Jiiiiice of 
ProWdtlntJe in what is plain; ;ind there ts eiiou^ 
plain to exercife our aevout Meditations, to be 
matter of our Praife and ThankKgivings, and a 
ftire Fbunaktipn of our Truft in dod. 

Md this wife and good Mehare contented with; 
but ttk^ ^6n taker leaft notice of what is plain, 
as Jf that' w^rfe of lio ufe, Slid 4i6t worth notice, 
but jJuzile^ftifeitThdu^hts^ arid lofe themfelvesin 
thofe vaft I^^ths and AbylTes which no Human 
Underftanding can fathom: To corre<a this Mif- 
' . . carriage 
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carriage would do great Service to Religion^ 
wooldgive great Peace^an^Satisfkftion to Mens 
A^fifids^and prevent a great many icandalousIMf- 

gites about the Divine Providence; and there*^ 
re if I difcourfe this a little more at large than 
my prefent Argument requires^ I hope it will be 
iio great Fault. Now to let bcmnds to oiir Curi-' 
ofity^ and to make usmodeft in our Enquiries in- 
to Providence, I fliall (hew you, 

I. How dangerousit is to fearch toonanowl]r 
into the Secrets of Providence. 

IL How unreaibnable it is to difturb pur 
Minds widi fuch Diffioulties as we cannot 
anfwer. * * 

III. That what cannot be known in this World, 
it is time enough for us to know in the 
World to ipome* ^ , , 

IV. T^t we have all die reafbn in die World 
to believe, diat what we cannot know, in dus 
World^ will be made v;eryplainandeafiea^ 
the Day of Judgment. 

L As for die firft. How daq^ous fudi cuii* 
ous Enquiries into Providence iare, this is plain 
in the cvfl EfFeAs of it. . . : 

i; For firfl, this either makes Men AtheiiSs^oc 
atleaftismadea Pretence to juftifie Atheiim. 7h^ 
Natural'Nodon all Meti, have of God is. That he 
is an infimtely Wife, and Good, and Juft, and 
. Powerful Being: Nowiwhen Men obferve fu^ 
diings,either in theMakeor Frame of tke Worlds 
or in the Cbndu<% and Government of it, as they 
" ' cannot 
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oumot reconcile vdth the Nodons they have of 
WSfdom^andJuftice^and Goodneis^they prefently 
conchide^ that there is no God^ or that he is no- * 
thing to diem^ that he neither made nor gorerns 
die World. . 

Tiiis indeed is a very rafh and hafty Conclufi- - 
on^to deny theBeing of God^ becaufe we cannot 
find out God to Peife^on; when we muft coo- 
fe&^ that it is impoffible for a finite .Underfiand- 
ing to cbtnprehend all the Reafons of an Infinite 
Mind : but thus it muft be^ when Men won't be 
contented to be ignorant of any thing, nor per- 
mit God to do what they can't underftand, but 
wiUhave a Reafon of every thing God does^ or wUI 
not allow him to beGod : A modeft Enquirer feeS 
enoudi in the Works of Creation andF^rovidencd 
to fatisfy him that the World was made, and is 

governed by a wife Being; but thofe who think 
lemfelves wife enough to make and govern a 
World a jgreat deal bener than this World is made 
and governed, or are upon other Accounts averft 
to die Belief of a God,and have a mind to quarrel 
Withhim, take no notice of whatis wifcand good, 
and proves God to be infinitely Wife and infinitely 
Good, tho' they cannot open dieir Eyes without 
feeing a thoufand fuch Inftances of wHHom and 
Goodnels ; bi}t imploy the little Wit they have to 
find Faults, and account ^ery tiling they can't 
nnderftand a Fault. This is uich Irreverence to 
God, fucKPrefumption and Arrogance, ^nd fiich 
Impiety3 that they feem to be Atheifts firft, and' 
then to parrel with God's Works to find out feme 
Pretence to^eny his Being: iris certain, whoever 
indulges Mmfelf in this^ Ms in a great meafiare 
loft his Rdv^rence for Godj and Amcifmis a na- 
tural 
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|z5 A fKM^icAl Wfifiuffe ccMcernif^ 

tural Gqofeguence ^d juft Puniflimcnt of tharj 
^d Ikch, 9 terrible PuniHunem it is^^ ^ flioul^ 
riiajce us afeaid of bcbg over-cmioust in ^fetters 
Jo ,i(kr ^boye us. \^^\ 

%. If ^ does t;iQt majc^.u^ J9^th^ifis^ )^i^t k h 

g^% to g^ve us very wrpiig Notions cprvfcpning 
^ bd, which is a very gr^t Evil, n^xe tx> Jlfhp- 
Smicfelf. ' 

This w.e know tetnptecj fome Mp^ 1:9 aflert 
two Pri^dt^es, or cwo upds^. a good and a bad 



God i for when they bUerved fii^ Ja 'rniyiife q^ 
Goodand Evilin thenature,ofthing$,tMy^ 




it impoffible^ that a good God ftoi44 be tKe ^ . 
ihor of (b much Evilas is in this World/ ^ b^^ 
Caufe they qou14 not ah%er thk J^iS^q^tff^ nor 
give^anaccountb^oiy a gooa.Godflio/i1d mfite a^ 
govern the World, andyet ^hcre be io niucEEi^it 
and Wickedneis: ia it j. tWy coi;icladed ^biat thei]4 
was a bad God, wlio was the Audjior ojt all thie 
Evil in the World, and. a good Gocl o£|.a,ll the 
Good. But this flarts a muph more, unaccount^^ 
bijr Difficulty, how a good and a bad 06pifioula 
agree together in making and gpv^fij^ng the 
World : For can any thing be moii^ ppj^iite tq 
each,othor> than eflential;Gopd and e0en)tial£vil I 
Tliey pan never agree, and therefoi;e they mu(| 
be eith^ equal in Power, br muft deflxqy each 
other ; if tmy be eq^, neither of themr are Ota^ 
ijdpotent, for two Ommpotents is a Cqniradi&i'* 
on ; and dien neither o^e nor both codd make 
the World, which is a Work of Omnipotence: 
At leaft fince k is impoifiblethey Ihould agree to^ 
gether to make a World; as impoffible, as thac 
Sleni^al Ooodmfi Ihould confent to ai^ tbliigthsMi 



is 
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Riture fJ/PGMBNT. izy 

is Eril i ox: «l)5bntisil ]pyil cqnfent to any thing 
that is gobdi they muft neceflarily liinder each 
other i» n^^ing the Wprld, if their Power were 
equal; md th^n the^^pirW had nev^r beenmade^ 
But I fliatf not trouble ydi^i Mfith the CpnfiitatiiOBr 
of thiSf Hiut only poir^t you to, the Source and O- • 
irlgine of this Milchief^ whiclji in its ConJfequencc 
Qije;:thi;b^ys all ]^Q%i,on. 

Oj!;hprs tp eafe tbemf^l,ves of thcfe Difficulties 
^f recp^iUgg afl ;he Papji^ges of Providence to 
Go(J s Wif^fJW and J^i^^e, fet tfe^ip, both aCde> 
sncj.rejfolw i^lJ^intoGpd's Arbitrary and Sqv.ereign 
^ill aijd ^l^afure. J whp n^gkes him(^|4 ^^ "i^ 
a4^anp9i^e;jit of hk o^yn Qlory hU. fp^e end^ 
They lay it down indeca as an agreed Principle, 
That all that God does^ is wife^ and good, and 
kit j Jpuf: we muft xvoft exgipuie this, by Hlymane 
Rnlc;^ and Meafures !o£-Gpodneis and jfufiice; 
lojr.Go^ is anabfi)iute:SovQreign^ and unaccount- 
able to l^is Cres^tuTips } hab Wiu is the Rule of Ju- 
l^ice,, and h^ wills wl;ia Vis ipoft for his own Glo- 
ry ; he ma^Sies bis; Goodne^ aod Grace in ^ 
^ee and arbitrary kindnefs to fome of his Crea^ 
t^r^s i an^ni^i^es 1^ Juftice in as free., and ar- 
bitrary Sey^ri(ies t9 others : he makes fome Crea- 
tures tdbeObj«^s of hi^ Love, and others to be 
the Objei^s of his Venge^e and'pifpleafure; 
aod thus they cujf the. Kx^pt which they can't 

' JBut this is ^ gr?ate;c t^ifficulty than all the reft^ 
to a, conipdering. wia^n, wh^ would much rather, 
chufe to givjeno^ccouxxt; of the Divine Pjovidence, 
than to give ib ill an account of the Nature of 
^od : Arbitrary Will and Power is the very worft* 
Notion^ we can have of !God; It deftroy s our Love 

to 
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1x8 A PraSical Difandrfi idftierihg 

.to him^ and our Itop^ and Confidence in hiiii^ 
tmlefs we can fancy him as partial to tb as we 
are to our ielves ; it turns Religion into a fiiper* 
ftitious dread of God^ or hypocritical Flatteries ; 
deftroys the Notions of Good or Evil^ or all re- 
' ^rd to them^ while we think God takes no no- 
nce of diem himfelf. • 

This may fatisfy us^ how dangei'ous it is to hi 
too inquifitive into theMyfteries of Providetace> 
which God hath thought fit to conceal fi-om us ; 
which ihould make us carefiil to keep our diftanccj 
and humbly to reverence and adore God^ and 
trull his WifHom beyond our own Underfiand- 
ing of things ; and in order to cure this Curiofiqrj 
GQnfider, 

n. How unreaCbnable it is todiftutb our Minds 
with fuch Diilioulties of t'rovidence^ as we cannot 
anfwer,' or to draw any fuch Conddion from 
them^ as fliaU either Ihake our Faith a$ to th&Be- 
' ing or Providence of God, or corrupt our hloti- 
onsof him; and there are two diings which may 
fatisfy any man in this : 

ift. That there are a ereatmany thmgswhich 
are called Difficulties, which may be very fairly 
accounted for, and therefore the Difficulty is not 
in the things, but owing to our want of Under-' 
ftandihg; wMch isreafbn enoug^to prefume,that 
thus it may be in other cafes too, nnce as mens 
Knowledge increafes, fo the Difficulties of Provi- 
dence leiten; which ihould make us never quar- 
rel at Providence, but bewail our own Ignorance, 
and growmodeft under a fenie of it. 

2Mj. That in fuch makers as we can give no 

account of, there may be' plain rcafons'affigned 

• why 
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Why'iio AdconnCOfan-be given of them in tl^s 
World; ■■ ' ■ 

. r. As for die firft^ it is cafic to give many In- 
fiances of it: There- are many things which 
XIahktrid greatly complain of, and lor which 
ehey chink themfelves very hardly ufed by God, 
which upon a mie Eftimate of things, confidcr- 
ing the corrupt State of Human Nature, arc 
gready for the Happinefs of the Wprid ] and tho* 
they were inflided as Punifhments by God^ yer 
have an excellent Temperament of Wifdoxir and- 
Goodnefs, 

- This I have formerly (hewed you, as to that 
Sentence of Death which God pronounced againft 
Mankind, after the Fall of cur -firft Parents, Dnfi . 
than ariy and to Dujt tboufltah return; and as to has 
fiiortning the Lives of Men after the. Flood,- 
and I fliall now give another Inftance in that 
Curfe God pronounced u^on the Earth for the 
Sin of Man, to which we owe moft of thatPain> « 
and Toil, and Labour, which is under the Sun, • 
and moft of the Miferies and Calamines of Hu- 
man Life : And if in this alfo the Wifdom and 
Goodnefs, as well as the'Juftice and Severity cf- 
God appears, I hope it will convince us how • 
rea(bnable it is to be modeft in our Cenfures cf ' 
providence, and tq conclude, that God is equal- * 
]y wife and good in thofe things which we do 
not underftand. . 

The Juftice of this is very evident; for when 
Man, who was the Lord of the Crisation , had rebel- 
led againft God, it wasVery juft for God to punifh 
htm J and the moft proper Punifhment which he 
could bM& on him, next to his own Morcali- 
K ' ty. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 30 A PraSkal D^cvurfs emwnhig 

Xj; was CO Curfe thofa Cregmr^ wbicbrwci^ 
made for his tJle and Delight: As God t^ld 
Adamy when he had eaten die forbidden Fruir^ 
BfitaufB thou hafi b^arknei n the Voiti of tbi Wife^ 
ifHd eaten of the Tree whereof I commanded tbeaj^jfit^ 
fhou Jhaft not eat of it: Cwrfed is tht Gr^ifidff^^ 
piyfaie; in Sorrow (halt thou eat ofitaU A&^ J^jv«. 
^tiy Life. Thorns alfo an^ TbifiUs Jhall k hing 
firth to thiei and thou Jh^lt eat the Herb of tbt^ 
Field. In tbeSv^eap of thy Brd^fhali %bou eAtJSready 
tmtil thou return to the Groundifor out of it w^fi $bok 
ffihiPi^fitPt^^. thou arty and unto Duft thou Jhakre^. 
tumy 3. Gen. 17. For JTneed not tell you^^ 
^ntk upon the Ground was.no Puniilqnientto 

. the Ground^ which was fenfible of no huft^ ^r. 
to Man^ who was tp live upon it; it defaced the. 
Beauty and Glory of the Gye^tioni and entgited 
a tpiliome and painful J-ife oix himj 'it ixKide his, 
l^ffO^ lefs wbolfome, and mor^ haxd to ooinf byr: 
And whereas all Creatares before; were ia perfi^. 
Spl^edion to. Man^ according tothe grand Char'a^ 
Act of the Creation^ Have Dominion pwf tbi RJk 
of the Seay ahdovirtbe Fowhftbe Airland overt^try 
fii^ing thing that mo^etb.on :tb6 F^tftby i.GcSPU l^S^ 
Jfow we iind by Experi^nf^Pthgt th*y have caft- 
off this Yoke> and very ofttti revenge theQuarrei . 
o( their Mater upon Apoftwe M»n, .Thus Man ; 
iell from the GlpryandHaftpiqefsof j>isj^atuce;j ; 
and yetif we wiftly canM«r- tnuigs^ we fcaU: find ; 
Excellent Wifdom and'Goodnefs eyeniJn, thfe. ; 

Cjirfe,; .. V * > . ' ..V 

JForMan havinj? qgrrupted himfelfi jh© beft: ! 
State becoald be putinto>:.w^aniiidiiftriftU$.ai^ . 

' laborious Life; to force Jutn to worJc.barfl'tQ 'g«jC i 
his Livings jnd to.e^rji his^^Bread with theSwMtt of j 

his 
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li«lMf^tiit^£i»nbff QnU. kay» vmpbf^ am Vfjah 

'XJn«Pl»-, . And Mdiftcui&aSim. j|$^ tUi iSy io wai 

I. AlaboriousLtf»'i8.o£g|rvat«iKio(dMtte)t)M 
4aft^I!iiil0if(fe> aad to pF0r««=il^O^dt6fktot< 
tM^>Hli);dofitiA)iUyai]dTe«pitid^ The 

wtpCf^QBdectf chB.WoJid.tcl»li», thtt nothing 

i^ldbgiiiiwsraiEttaitec^khi Sloth aadLi^^ ' 

Tiito kJ^ 2s to luniekfy Mi ttoablefeme ftfie^ 

IftHwlBd, than 10 fed idle ; kitd ttK^f^dre Gd^ 
whofpiisfirRr thsDegenenfcy of Man^iiftd by t^ 
Kall» fiadgi pioridtd work fttWy ^sc wich ^t 
f««ae of OUT Broixr Mte ftifiik edt odj* firead. 
. a. Thk (toc» ttoc of^ «Rif>{ey cheBoi^eSj bt^; 
fh^Waii of flMii.' Ptitst^tdtn upoi!^ t^e ftudv m 
JNiiloffiphy, tukd- chie' inVemUdn of Aft^ and ^du 
«ncM^apao«dBf6l«}fi|;^d»*W<M-k»of Nature, anS 
Dtq>tndafice of Gatik>» and Efl!^^ ; eo obf^tlirb 
dieldotionsof i^dHeaven> ^le SunandMdoor^ 
sadP^anett; therebytokftewcheSeafodspfthe 
Yo», and toft* ehtdhie of their return j it ijtl&i.' 
neeeffity towhi<hweo*rc the mqff ufefylDtftt^ ,; 
ve^ inNatuFd^which i»nit)conIyrefyb6ii6ficial 
td«heWorldybuta" very deHghtAil Entertainment, . 
■mA tilt' tno&- ndcar^l Ofb^ment and l^erfe^iij^ 
cfi^bttrltttddc. 
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f ^ i A Ft^Hicdl 'DifcMrfi cofteenAig 

J. The Neceflbics 6f Hoinan life are the 
JFoondadon of HumaaSdciaies^ and make flieii 
con^e togcdier for tautuai Help and Comfom 
For dioMan is a fbdable Creature^ and delight* 
ed widi Huinan ConYcriation, yet in diisxlcge-^ 
Derate State noddngis a greater endearmmtdiaa 
onrmutualI>ependance.upoiieadiother9 tliiatwe 
cannot live iingle and apast^ becaufe we want i, 
great many things which the SkiU and Labour of 
rodier men miift fiipfdy lis with. 

NowthUoMiMS OS to dieexerdfeof alt friend- 
ly and fixi^e^Viitiies; brings us under tSiArem'- 
ment y -_ without which Human Societies cannot 
fubfift '; and this lays great Reftraints upon ^ 
• Cufts of Men^ and by a ihift Difcipliae trains 
them up to the jxa&iee of Moral Virtues^ whidi 
is a good means to corred die D^^enspi^ of 
Human Nature ; it infpires: us widi Principles of 
Ix)ve and Humanity^ oOuitice and Charity^ and 
foftcns yidpoliftes our jifatunes .by the mutual Kn- 
dearments of CpQverfiitiofi; icmakes usFriends to 
A4smkmd; giv^ us a l^nfe of Injuries, and anab^ 
horrence ofthem; ahdwhichis morethantUs^ it 
> gives publick Cpuntenanfie and Encouragement 
to Religion ; for Publick Government muft en- 
courage Religion^ becaufe Religion is its greatr 
eftDetence and Support; and this makes fome meA 
ikicerdy religiousand devout^and forces fbme ex^ 
tornal figns of Ugnour frmn thofewhohavefole 
lenfe or reverence of a Deity, which tho it docs 
no goodtothem^ isfortheadvantageof theWorld. 

So diat this Curfe in the necefiary Confe- 
^ Guences of it, is the greateft Bleffiiig t€^ l^toxt- 
Kind ; which is an abundant Juftification of^thr « 
Wisdom and Goodneis of God in it. A more 

: cafy 
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eafyfbM of life did Bettep betotndl M^ of i^^ 
fiocence; * hot fince the FsB^ fiidi ^fi ^fyj care- 
fei^iiiiooncemed lifciwouid have lorijcman low- 
er into Senfiiality^ add made his RecdVeiymore 
ddpenne and hopelei£. ^ - 

ft were eafy «o giVe^bai^Inftaftd^s 6 
tiire3.ta;fisftify the DivineWilHbmand ^bdne($ 
infuchPaflagesof Provideace as (eetnVeryharih 
and ierere to us ; but this may fuflice at jpretenc " 
io niake JO modeft inoarCeimires or PtcSvidence^ 
andnot to perplex ourMiilds with fuc^DlQrcul- 
ttesasWe.canDCtaiQiiddler ' ^ 

.',-., . • -^- - ' -"' -^ -; : ■ ' . 
a* Tfyad^Xtyif W€ add. That there fe a'jilain 
and eirtidentreafon why we<:dnhc^ ^d nere^ 
ihall 1^ aibletoundefftand a great many Difiicul- 
des of Pfooddence inthis^Worldj dtiS therefore 
ou|^ aoJc to xrenibr^ die Dii4he Provident be* 
eaufewe cannot in aU cafes-comprdichdtherea- 
fonsofit.. As foririftance J 
^ We are very i^oittrit of men, and ^therefore 
can never be able to gi^iaih account of GOD's 
jprovidente towards imem: We can in' general ju4 
fti^e tte DiyineProvidenceboth astotneAiffidi? 
ons andSu&tings of gckxtmen^ and the Precipe- 
nty of tjbe wicked ; but when we defcend toPar- 
ticiilars^ we are.at a lofty -why fuch a good man 
16 a great^Sufierer, and ai$id¥her[good^^^ 
fyctfrn-i why fuchra had itOih itaps die juft file- 
wards of. his Villanies in this Wbrld, While ano- 
ther man equally bad efcapes, and ^efpers bv 
his Wiokedneisf We cannot know this; becaufe 
we dpvnot fuffidendy know men. We may 
miflaiie; thoie for good men, who are fecretHy- 
jpocrites^ and carry on wicked Defigns unfler a 
K ; Mafque 
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which'inay require a fcvqefeftyitiiyif — iJUlnfc. 
^d j^e,i)asiy ibe[6imiri« lad«i«MxAirii liay 

foriaWe feMSod^^j 

PiibUcK^ which may qgl^tiilMe^boflidoiDfaCMI 
tp fpare or to puniih diem upon more accounts 
u^eirx>wfi;^£0(rTSP^ VM9n imb^ifirf^tEfinidie 
fi^rof the^ w^<^(^ AndTb^faiefibi/iiPttei^ 
J5y-;r?}^ »Siijr«»g>ilf igoKlIdtoei^ i^lid 
ti^^fjpw^iy P^ thg/^5i^^,May!>bMfiplAlferfc 

(helnterefts of pnyatesQMtf )fitf)catitilate.to^^ 
lickCio^d.' £iat -urh^nit^ik Jicaefi^sy^am know 

piitt^iAiVlnc^Prov (ftctet&iivts^ 

Uttievpaii i^f G<^'S4^^3^denoe<aiw«^ 
iar oxe9^ ft>4t a Sccpp or iewo of tfadv Ores^ or 
it n^jyr be tjut a licdc pie^Cjof aScene^ and there- 
fore, ic 1^ in^poffiUe i¥ie ^talld make a »iie Judg- 

TF^^olS^'^^^^^ *itlm^fhe 

Beauty, of M^hich <>(«i^i|^^ki(&e<pro;pbj(^ ^ 
Paxts^ an4 ssiapuiig liYeiy thing to ifti* >enak 
feijves. TheHiftoryof^p/feHaken^ai^^ 
i3>aD.einonftrad0n pf Godstcnder^careiOf 4ii»y 
f ough there were ^mc^ dolcfiil SCfeifts^if hi^ 
I^fe^ the hard Ufage fa^ itiet with i$om hfeBre- 
wren , >vhp fold him for a Slay€£.4lit<j2Si^ j 

and . 
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ViAftqfisk & >C(r$eM Miftrefs diere^ whofe falfe 
^tkxiifilttofis CQiidemhed him to a Gabl^ frem 
9^iR6eG0^ i9lfed4iiiii 4r6 Pbaroaiis Throne. 
There are very few Men can make any pbje<ftien 
u^^ %He Diyino Prdvtdence, with refped to 
tfednf^lVes^ bacabfe they know themfelves^ and - 
the (bVtt-al Sttges of fteir Uves, what Good and 
B?41*^haVe^done, tad what they Have deferve<i, 
Mi i^lAt fhey have received frotn God ; which 
h a ^;^ Argfitine^t «hat we flionld find as little 
to etcfept agjaiMft the Providence ofGpd toothet 
Meh^alto^ did We khoW chem as perfedly as we 
kH6^;<)torfelycs. • ' ' ' ! 

'^i'Aii^r what cSnnotbc known in this 
WbrWy k is "dme enough for us to know it ih 
the World to come^. 

lAdee^ this 'Knov^ledge is not fit for us in this 
WdriM j it is riot fit Wfe mould know one arioth9r 
fo'pei-feftly, -as is necel&ry to vindicate -every 
•l^affage<)f God'sPr6fidwice toward's other Mem 
<fer this would be tb.haVe a Caf^ment into each 
ti^rs Breads, 'to underftaijd all the Jntrigu^ 
imd Secrets of Fanfiliies J and were it put to oifi: 
own Qhoice, I am apf to think we flibuld ratho" 
be contented to be ignorant of a ^eat many 
tfrlMfes, thah to be i(> 'well known our felves to 
aU A^Woild. • , ■ 

' ' Jsl^ is it fitting in this State that we i^ould (b 
peifftSftfy underftand all the Secrets'of the Divipe 
Cpunfel/or what r?afon4ie afflifts or profpers pri- 
vate Men, or pd?Uck Societies, as is ncceflary to 
Thsdce^Jud^ehtofthe Divine Providence: Or^ 
'«cat My ftery of Government is to conceal Goun- 
j^ls ,• arid this is the Glory of the Divine Px-ovi- 
^tence, by darkanditiyfteriousMechdds to bpng 
' i K 4 about 
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1^6 ' JPraSk2ilDif€mf€C9ntenhg 

aboqt Glorious Df^iigns^: K> furf^a^ thcii^WArld 
with unoxpe(9:ed ^l&3g$^ oi: unfeen Bvi}^. t^ 
Jceep them In conftant Asfft aiid Depend wee on 
hinifelf. . \. 

And then of what ufe is it to 123^ to \^ ^bte tQ 
jg^ve a Reafon oT every partictdar Pa£Qige of Pror 
vidence? We h^ve nothing to da to itt in judg* 
^it^nt upon God; and therefore if we know 
enough to be a fteady Foundation of our.Fjuth 
and Hope^ we know all that isneodful in tfat^Iife t 
God does not intend to gratify our Quiioiity^ ^ 
our Scepticifm ; We muft not perfectly, jk^iw 
iGod in this' World, for we muft liye.^Fa^ 
' here^ which fuppofes an imperfeA Kiyiwleflge; 
but perfed Sight and Knowledge is di^ Reward 
and Happinefs of Heaven. 

It is the lail Ad which e3cplaifist^e whole Plot^ 
thereft is Amufement and,3t^nze; anddier/D- . 
Yore the proper time to underftand the whc^e 
Mvflery of Tfovidencd, is when all is finiihed : 
When God puts an end to thb World, he will 
think fit to difplay that infinite variety of Wif- 
dom and Goodnefs,* which gp^vernec? the World 
from the beginning to dhe en^ . . ^ 

ly. And this we may expe^i to 4mderuan<f ?t 
the Day of Judgment i for I know no otjier .Rea- 
fon why God fliould in lo Solemn a, manner 
Judge die World, but to juftify the? Wjfdpm^ 
and Juftice, and Goodnqfs of his Prxxjigdeoqe to 
all his Creatures. ^ . . ^ :. • ^^: ^ 

God does not thigs pubUckly judgei the World, 
to enquire into Mens Lives, and A<^f^s, andDe^ 
ferts,which is the Reafon of^nmnjudg^ents^ to 
convince Sinners by Witnefies €|nd Evidehces^and 
JO infprm tli? Judge iaMaww of pad j bufjaod 

perfe^ly 
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pecfeftly knows us all; andereiy Man's Conf^- 
ence is a Witnefs a^inft hiinfel^ that God might 
without any &fther Solemnity adjudge every 
Man to his proper Place and Reward ; But hor 
confijlcs his. own Glory in this, and fumrnqni 
ail his Creatures together^ that Men and Angels 
may underftand^ and^bQ^Witneilb of has Matey 
andj^ice^ , ^ - : r^ , . j * 

Noiir it is iinpoffib^e God {hould j^fts^.his 
Providence>~ without C|[xp0Ufiding die Reaibo^ o£ 
it; and ib^refore then we may exped to un- 
derftaifd th^ iCafe of the fallen Ang^l^^ which 
new weiHnpw nothing of j and all ^e I'^Uages 
and varipus Scenes of Providence, fronj the Fall 
of Jdam, till diQ end.of.tjie World: Tl^ the 
State of Nations, of l^gfjoms, ofChur^hesi 
and of privat^jlieo, will he explain^: ^ die Se- 
fittts of HeartswiU be difclo&d, ^nd th^. nidden 
Works of Darknefs brouj^t to Light. ! 

Let us then fiay till thif I),ay coipes,wher| God 
will juftify his Provideit^e a^ind all, the He- 
proa^hes and evil Surmifes ot Men, for he will 
afpeafju/f^ luben be judgetb^ 4ind overcomf^ when be 
conttndetb. Ijtt usnotdiilurb pur Heads wrh fuch 
' Difficulties as we can^qt underiiand now^.we ; 
Jcnow enough to believe tbat Go4 if Rigfiupus in 
4iU bis Waysy and Holy S9f all bit Works i ?ijipugh 
to make us devout? Woriluppers of God:. And to 
enquire farther, jis a dangerous Cuigofitj^-, like 
looking ixi^o the Ark of God. . \. i \ 
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\ ♦ 'Vf^otomy and coti^hm Setfe ^Jui^mt • 

«'- ^ •*' " * '.-jjf .~ /. ■ • • 

V,^Pjriice it is certiinthatGda'MfttofJiiag* 

O ^'^ >yprl4« let us ^lujearour l^^Ilmram 

poMJSji W^OTcft 6|ir ^tgs with aitW)iig, >afla vi- 

jjorbii^V ^^^<>i^ft^«^^^**^ ^f JudgiSi^'j Hie 
Bclicff oF a Future JUfl^nfiit is #€rth Ifetle^ 
when it crtds in ^pecqlittidn; the-tafe oftt is to 
jovem orif ^ires, ajia '». prepoitt'^tife^tfe'give ft 
gQdd Adcpunt'of ;prir .Tfikes to G6d/ iisfcfe 'we 
kno\#^^hit he wJH demgt^ axi AdcduAt of us: 
But a tnef e Belief that we fliall be^jdiged/ w8l 
not 4<y this, uideft i?re aiFeft il^'Sdufc, Wiftii 
Senfe of . Judgojpnt. * The'^Expdrieilce'of th4 
World, !ind tnar own ^5^jperience of oti^^lves, 
fioei (t^ffidenjly *rbve this : We all profefeiro be- 
lieve 3:'Fhture Judgin^nt, and moft of us do 
heartily Is^lieve itj ^d yet there are too fnany . 
among ,us^ who give .little Reafbn to the World 
to thmkthcy belicrvfe it ; who eommk thofe Sins 
every A9y^ fipr whiqh' they know- <5od wiH ' 
Damn them when they come to Judgment; 
;Vh|di,one would thinK. thpfe who believe they 
'ttail be judged, could never dp: Sothatamer* 
3eKef*OT a Future Judgnterit cannot ^overi^ 
Mens Lives; but then thefe very Visa, when 
they are awakened into a Dread and Fear of 
Judjgment, feel the Virtue and Power of it on 
their Hearts; it makes them hate their Sins, and 
hate tliefnfelves for them j it makes them very 
devout and importunate in their Prayers, very 
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«r*irr» J^^H M E NT. ij, 

flto«j|fe«(\^«ri^fl|iate in their Rcpent^pa^yery 
i«foltei ^jJ^fjJri^ all iflieir Sins /and *o live n 
eewllfe • and ther^ore ^ we wopl^have theB(^ 
lief df iaFmm:e Jodjgi^ rn^l^ us j^oodmenj^im 
ifttttcotonljr bcfi^ve it^lsut ajfcft our Sai^s VW 
WgPCit flime of iy wh?ch k true pf |iU |lievc4i<^ 
)A^Vmienicsand^t^ei$;^^ "as wdtl ti^ 

<<f af^utjirc'Jtdgme^^^ 

^The propcr^^^ttiiy.theh laeje b ^; 0oV«f 
jftaB ji^fcp^ and Mti^t fiwh « po»«r&4 $pi^ 
ef f ttflfertRmt in our Mind$? ' ; . 

Ifow^he pdy aeneral pjcd^^ctfi^t c;a« *e 
git^ ^s^~ 'Frcciuentfy to XWnk ai*d M?di«ate ^on 
a^tfture^J^ni^^ j f<>r.t|0«^|;^gPfa,5^ 
Min$?^ l>at onrThon^ts^wWph wke i^JqQljiea 
prefcri^ and g^ve us a niv View ofit : a^t 434a 
fte <»WeAs of ieilfe, fecXvp atfei^wbe:Hiafq 




fatly ^pori a terrible ihd frightfiil G*^^ k^^ 
Urikp Tei:i;or intq -iftsj if upon ^ pleal^t^d 
beaofifiil pbjeft, it wS.cxcitpXoye.a*(iP^Iigh^ 
tI4^><;ni;a jtniferable P\>\t&y 4t wjU^c^ us wit^ 
a/wiwCowpaflSon • t9Teiejncn:toj[r(5?t Waa^ 
and ^^«ciy,win mdciangppen fhatJaipprtwhiah 
W3$ ^aj^ened ^ndr ^lit Againft a^l i^e Argu^' 
nerrts '^hd'M6dv;es fd Charity : 'hni Im^ ^; 

.frcftHc^n^ that Sight' has : Judgment is a ter- 
iWe Thinj^ to tacJ xfv^y andif th^ wpuW fb«[ 
JctiJEJtffly ^^ it. would terntie theuiiij if 

ffiejrHjiroirid buf hp^lgn^ foinetimps^, ri5«f.f;&^ 

ail *Mim}6niy and raife them out of their Graves^jmd 
fm^)n^ them to Jud^m.nti that they f aw the Son of 
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[4;0 A^rdSicMl Df^ui^ camermtg 

man JefeenJfrjtm JfieatWi, attmdei w^if hi fmfgi^ 

Angeh^ to, execute VengWKe fm Jlthtm who itrnw mt 
"tjoX ^^^ ^^^^y f^tt^e GoJfiUfyur Lor^^efu^ Cbrifi$ 
tbattiexfaw tbt Earth Mm. fiamesahmt them, atU 
Heli ofeffiftg ier Mouth wiat to receive fbem; that 
'thev fap/l^he^Booki pfen^^ and tbofe Sim feeprJed 
^ 'li^mdf iiey%M for£ot^ an J the Secrets (ftbeij^ Bearts 
^"^iifehfei J" Md that they hear4 that terriUf Sentence, 
Go^ye. curfed into everlasting fire, frehuted for the 
divtlani hir angels ; do you think uiat an]^ msOk 
who bcKwes all thisj, arid would fiifFer lumfelf 
feriouflyto think of it^ pould bear up againftthCi 
Terrors oflt? Or that with thefe Thoughts about 
hhh^ he coultf icoiirt a Strumpet, fititppni his 
Tihie iftKI-vfefc and £xcefsi,oi- BIaJ5)hfeme <^qd, 
«nd Rldiciule Religion^ or cheat hisvNcighboiir, 
or t)pprc(s the Poor and Fatl^^rlefs, or fprfyeai: 
humelf? No ! we fee this cannot be, a?;9^n a$ 
we fee a pitftrable Siim^dr whofe awakepgd j5^- 
fcience diftrtds hini^trlA^qH. thefe ;Spe^ 
Iniages of Terror. ,.; /../ . /^ V 

• So tMr^'Sdrfci^ Donfi^ 
Ftiture Jud^ent very twi^h '• io . goVitm oiir 
Li|es J but tJie great Difiiculty of all, is to bring 
jhfien to coiifider j and yet one would think \t un-» 
potSblc that a Reafon^je Creature fhould iqot 
confider t^iat he .muft be fudged ; .But fo it , is^ 
^ and thereis nodifputingagairiflExperienccja^ 
yet is this fo dangerous and.l^Sl a Neg^^ that 
It concerns- us to enquire into the C^i^fe' and 
Remedies of it J for couW we cure this^ it would 
quickly reform die World, giv# a newRieifur- 
Tcftion to Piety and Virtue,' an^ (echre m^ti 
from the'Danger* and 'Terrors of a Future 
Judgment, Now tjierc are two apparent Cau- 

"' ' - fes 
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Ibtf ftis, I. That tlic IThou'ghts 6f Judgment 
are very un^afy and troublefome^ an'd diat makes 
men afraid and aveifetcJ think of it. And 2. That 
Judgment i» out df fight, and they hate hothink 
to mind them of it j and their Thoughts are fa 
taken up with other Kfatters, thattbey forget it, 
unldTsthey happen 'to hear a Sermon about it, or 
ibmeaiceideiital mehdon of it j *which^ohfenthey 
- retum^to their worldly Affiiirs and Bufinefi, they 
quickly forget again. 

1/. Men are very apt to avoid all Hioijghts 
of Judgfnerit, becaute they/are Very "unealy and 
tronUefbme ; they ftartle at the mentioil of it z 
ttt leaft do hot love to talk too long, nor think 
too ierieufly of it j for it awakens their Con- 
fciences3 and niakes them think vJtiaK a^ fad Ac- 
count they have to givej^ how many things they 
' have done, and daily do, which they can never 
anfiKfer to God, when he comes to Judgment ; • 
and therefore they chufe to live quietly, without 
diHurbing themfelves with fuch terrifying Re- ' 
fleAions, and the amazing Thoughts of what is 
to come. No<V methinks' it is no hard thing to 
convince thinjdilg men of the Danger and Folly 
of this , and to reconcile them to the Thoughts 
of Judgment : For, 

I., Todrivc tfiefc Thoughts out of QUf Minds, 
though it may g^ve us prcient eafe, yet* it will 
not nvend our Accounts, m)r: prevent our being 
judged.: God will judge us, whether we will 
think of Being judged or not : Were no nien 
tb be jilfigdd buB thofe who think of it, there 
were as much reafon to ftupify our Ccnicien^ '^ 

ces 
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14? ^:f^^^<^.^fi^Kf^»^ffm 

cesg ^a^Tii^vqc to ,thMc of ^;^gin«&t^* As-tbe9 
is ^c ijcl^^mea to tike Opiates to ik^^^vBsiy 

tlus WQul4 T^ thougjtf it ycf y ill |^q»c4y^f^ 
their preCe^u: fl^^tn^ w^m they to 0ee|»:^i(^i^ 
Lives; 'j^tt4 -yet thU )$.t*heJ^<^ne^^ 
chuft .%0jk^ awM. th^ir. Swta ^ i» -^^ 
away tks^ F«rs.of : JM«»J?W j # i¥to!l» 
^akea them and t^9f^ Fev$^ H^^9V^f^<^4fi|S!9 
itaorel' ** . ''•.'.: •'. '. ^J ' 

2. Hew fri|^t^ ipe)^ (^Tfa9vgM».i^f Judg- 
ment are« It wiU be ^D&xtk&hf toon jC9n^||| 19 
fea and feel it: And tnere is m wa^f to >gveJ4 
f diat terrible O^ndemtadjoa^ \m by thniiyfiig ^f 
it ; the If ear oF Judgment^ i^ oac«4t*t^40ughr 
iy pol&I&i our Souliij .wiU cooqpieir this \S^|i| 
difarnxall! its Terrors^ ducover Its Che^ifr aoI Joiy 




theGuidd of Youth, and thd^Counieilor^ofAgffi 
And would not any Wife Man rather g^^ t9 
preferve hiinfelf fro|n Danger ^nd Mifory \gjf 
fearing it J than to liv^ wkhout I^eRr^ .^iid to 
perifli by his Security i Jn this Wof Id men iov ^ 
to know and fee their Danger, that they miy 
avoid it, hdw difmal foevcr the Prdfped be; 
and ' it is very unaccountable ^ thiit .vMOihould 
chufe rather to be damned, than^tQ pf^ve^t it 
lay atinely Fqrefi^j and a prudew: F<ear wd 
Caution- 

For 3. That Fear of Judgment whiSh is ne^ 
ceflary to govern our. lives^ and to prevont our 

final 
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^nai^OoiidemnaiiQa^ is iigt fa amfum^ asvd ter- 
ri^ing as t^cfb Mea apprehend iii it is juot the * 
Fear of a Man who 15 gpin^ to Execution^ but 
the J^eac of Prudence^ ^autios\ji and ForeGght^ 
wbidb^ n^es Men wile and circufflTpe^^ but 
* dc^'t piftra^ them** We have as many Demon-r 
Actions, of chis> as thei^ are Men who ffiovein * * 
(h^ir Iiv<^ under the Fear and Sen^ of & Fu^ 
turejudgoi^o^j are there aiiy Men ia the'Wcdi^ 
who UvjP ipore chearfully than they^^ who con* 
yeiie^mate pltafaiitly with their Fnead^anden* 
joy ^e Comforts of Ii£^ widi greater Innocence 
aM;Fre«4oni? Do you find any Difturbanee in' 
dbttif Looks^ any Symptoms of an uneaA& ana 
frighted Imagination ? And yet thefe Men all dug 
while Jive under the confiant Awe and Feai; of 
JudgttMitti; And therefore the ^enfe and Ic&slv o§ 
Judgdteot is confiilent with a ccuiftantPeace an4* 
Sereiviiy0fMind. 

Thac which <liftradsan<|cerrifksMenj isnot^ 
tfaeconftant Awe and Senfe of judgpient^ bu£ v 
die Condemnacionof th^ir own guiicy Gonici^ 
dMe% which, threaten the Judgments of Go4 
a^^ttfiftchem; and when M'^^n apprehend (hem=i 
r<^es aJaUing into H|^1I|. and fear their Cafe is: 
hopelefs and irrecoverable^ it is no Wonder if 
the vety .P^ns df Hdl tal^e hold of tl^em; and: 
notJbeirig; abkto bear t^fe Horror$^they Jilence^ 
or ftnpify their GOnTciences with the Noife^ and 
B^kiefi^ and Dwerfions^ Sind .. PleaJCures of this 
Life^.at^.jcan never ^dureto enterfaia theleaft 
Thouj^bt x>f Judgment, and imagine that aU who- 
do/ live a miforahle Life^ are .a^.m.e]»acholly .and\ 
difturbed as they are^ v^hca they think cf Judg- 
. . ' ' -: ment:. 
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144 ^ Tradkdi Dijccurfs ccniernin^ 

ment: But this is a. great Miftake; it is tjieir 
Guilt which makes the Thoughts of Judgment 
fo tefrible, and their not thinking of Judgtflcnt 
betrayed them to that Cuik, and nothing but a 
Conftant Senfe of Judgment can now expiate 
their Guilt,' and abnqiier their Fears by Repent- * 
ance and a new Life: And as terrible as this is 
for theprefeht, it is more delirable than to be 
i)anined. ]^t would Men accuftom thendfelTes 
betimes to the Thoughts of Judgment, ^nd go- 
verti their^Lives under the Senfe of it. Judgment 
would never be terrible to them, no more than 
the Aflize is to Men who have an Awe and Re- 
verence for the Juftice of their Country, aiui 
xrt^ejf* its Xaws. 

Nay, 4. When we govern our lives under 
the Awef of a Future Judgment, it B fo faf from 
being terrible, that it fills u$ with e^eac and joy- 
ful Hopesi for when God judges the World,he will 
reward good Men, as well as punilh the wicked : 
And if G^e Fear of a f dture Judgment make$ us 
truly and fincerely good, we fliall long for the: 
Day of Judgment as the Husbandman does for 
tJie Harveft j this will be otil- ^eat Support and 
. Comfort under all the Calamities of Life, and 
be a perpetual Spring of the moft Sincere axuJ 
Divine Joys. 

This may fatisfy us,that there is no Reafon to 
be afraid to think of Judgment; that to live un- 
der the confiant Senfe of it, as it is the oply way 
to make us truly good Men, fo it will dleliver 
lis from ail guilty Fear^, fuppoit us ut^r. all - 
prefent Troubles, and delight us with the Vt&pi^ 
and ExpeAat^on of Gloaous Rewards. 

zdlj, As 
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a^iy, As fordiole ^wiho clut of' fcieer Careldf-^ 
hcfs and InconfidejatioQ ^ tt&rtt tfhink fedDiiay 
about a Future Judgjmdiit , 'who dhjfloy all 
! their Thoughts abont prefdntfl-and f<aii(iMe 
■ Objeds, bat 4v^^Jiot^conccrn thdirifd&rfcs ahoiit 
ivhkt is abfent-sind unfeen^ or thixikvery &1- 
• dom y ^. and wryf rofeily t and tranfiently of it. It 
» is'fli wond^ to. lib;, /how mini . need be jJut-fn 
fliiiid of ainatter of fudb vait Gdncernment and 
iinpoktance to them, y as a FutunsJdQgment/isi : 
Dpe^noc the happi^efsrof your ItonortalSouIsr 
dejlierid: on i it : ? /Ij^r.it^ poffibie \ to jconquer tte 
TempAtioas ofihis World^' tiLfa^flft' jhc.SolKci. 
eatidm of : the Elefh, :tfa^ Courtfllip of JSichds 
and Honouir^ tbofe;giided Vamtiiqs'ctA^this Life^ 
wifiboKtt remembring^'that for a|l Jiiaft things 
" God \vilL call us to. Judgment irlMlsihhiks ihei 
fliould as foon venture themfelves in: aJKocky 
and Tempeftuous Sea, without Rudder' or Pi- 
lot^ Oft 1 C6mpaft,nor. Ballaft, oc Anchor/ lasr to 
think to' pafs fafc tiwdugh .this .Wprld -without 
^xoQftadt Awe i2adr!Sddfe:.pf/a7^Itumre Jcd^ 
ment;^:' Such, ^feaiiat^e ).Yery cardoft jpf theiv 
Souls^ and. they. muft'jjpfe tKem ,*,ioF/;thoxwiJl 
i^QEJ^etiMe tofUeav^^tj they odt^ner^i: git^o 
% gfadd Account ta God.wbeh he conies ta Judg\ 
nrnxj^yifho neVer. think of any acci^untrthey ara 
to4iate.:i .... ; ;: ^ . > 

' But .faefides • diis ,. asj one would:rtdtmk. Jliatt 
a Future Judgment is of.., that great nio- 
nieat^;^)^ac/ ao imcEe whfx- ii at H'U concetned 
for his Fnome Happif>e£(y could fufl^ii %o. ga 
coit of vhifc ^indij;.«£bi there is lictk* /rdafoa in? 
. h ' . L this 
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*^ ^6 . jl FraSkai Difcmfe cmurnmg 

this cafe^ to complain of want of MonitxNrs j for 

dioQgh we do not fee the Judgmem-Sestt y and 

\aU the awful Solemnities of Jndgmeiit^ and it is 

limpoffible we fhould^ for k tsi^not yet; yet 

there are a thonfand thtngs to put \» in nni^ of 

it; and if it be poffibk to £31^ a matter <*f 

-iiiich coi^equence widiout 'ibmedui^ to nsfidoft 

^ bur MemoFies^ and to renew the In^nefficni of 

rit^ I ihall briefly hint to you fixme thsn wkddi 

[occur every day ^ and ane very fiuniuai: £m* 

: blems of J^dgment^ and defice yon to onketbe 

Thoughts of a Futue Judgment to dtcttt; 

ihat when you fee the one> youmajr thinfc xk 

the other : Which wiU be a kind ot Ardfie&l 

iMemory, whfesnyou find ihe Notes and Chains 

iftcrs of Judgmem fb frequently poefaited to 

you.. As to give yon three or mo finoiifinr 

inftances of this^ wfaidv yen nay rdrjr'^Kfly 

nmitiply : . , . l. 

• When you are ^ biifieiand carefiiDiaikeep^ 
in^ your Books^ and caflmg op yetnrt Accdants^ 
and Balancing your Gain and yoiir Jbofi^ and 
obferving how your Stock tncceafes or denys^ 
can you foris^ear thiiricing^thaeniroattate a gtea^ 
er and moTeconcerm^g Account claitthi%. ^ 
Account of your Life aiad Adionsj? . whcch^. if 
you do not keep^ God doesj he has hifeJtqeovds 
of them^ and will produce his Books at.tUe Daf 
of Judgment^ and judge' you ciuiD c^iEeniu 

When you call your Servouita cur Stewards 
to an account y how they have impmredl et 
imbezled your Goods> ^ed^er tbo^ have^ hiii 

. their 
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dhi^ l^alenc In a I^plcbij 6t traded «r!di {(^ and 
Milled Ave or ten Tafeiitsj you (hould f^meni^ 
<Dei>;.ti)a( 3roD ^o are fatit Qod'$ Stevirards^ 9rAi 
iniift ttit^b an Aebbiint 6f fbur Stew^dBUpi iSrrjd 
flsAeTfliadl be Stewards no tehgari but be tiirt^ 
fld obi bf your Miftdr's Sertic^i kud {« fiti^ 
i&Bnei for y<(»r KegUtteuce, or fliatt ttcmn 
at Revbfd iwiqportloaabw to y bur DlU^hce <bfd 

WHen we Coited our Ctiilditeift or mi^ 
mms fyt di^ Ukuek, Difo^ienoe^ or ^ 
bttie^Afiibiutlafg^ oi* ReW^d dieSr DfligeA^ 
«fid Viktlk. CM m ibrget ifait #e fiave '^ 

Fadier and a Mafter in Heaven, who turl-^ 
ptdfy Obftfves ^f our AGiohs, and will judgc^, 
«^ rtt^M and ^Uhi& Us accwding to oljir 
Worl»l 

When we fte at H^^ the Wtear gathered 
jfttb the Bahij atid die Weeds ne^efted or 
burnt; ibo^ k ftot mind us what a different 
Ood v^ oxAt between good slnd bad Men at 
the Day of Judginent; that though dteyiivtf 
>ift«nnlxed ih ^.Wortd^ thev fhatlbe part" 
ed dvsn'j gobd Meh recerrea into Heaven^ 
where Qod d^Rs; and bad Mefi baniflied in« 
CO ott^ D»rk&ej[s, Inhere diiercf is Wee^Jit|^ 
• Ud Wailiogj gnd gna'fiiing of Teekh for eveT-^ 
«ore. ■' 

The awfut Sblemhities 6f Hutfiafif Snam^ 
-mnif. dib Judgir litdng oti dut Bench, the Maltf< 
&dor arraigned at the Bar j the Juiy^ die Wfc* 
XieifesV the Trfel, CSbndenuiadonji aentenise'i 
Eifecurioh,- aife Ih'ely Bfttbien« of a Futurn- 
Judgment, and /hed^iks dibofd mind )ad£tf/ 
ind /uriesf, and Witneflesi and S#^tt>rs', ofl& 

L 1 1 ljat# 
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1^8 A PraSkal Difcwrfe 'cmcerking 

I haVe mendoned thdb few IiillancesBecaaler 
they are common and familiar, and .Scr^tiire-- 
Reprefehtadons qf a Future f Judgment, and^fo 
often occur, that if we would but as often think 
feriouQy of a Future Judgment, we fliould Toon 
attain ai habitual Senfe of it : and poffibly my 
applying them to this purpofe -now, ai IJijdi ian 
Obfervation as it may feem, may make you 
think of your great Account, when you 
ate cafting up.yow Books,, or reckoning 
with your Workmen, or taking an , Account of 
your Stewards and Servants^ and if it ihouid, 
J fiiall have my end, and you will find the Bo- 
nefirofit. , . . . . • « . . ^ 

But there is one thing whiebis naturally apt 

, to^mind us of a Future J4dgin<|it, and I am.fiiw 

'^aiways ought to do fo, and is of very heap^alld 

prefent Goncjernmciit tpjifs^gtsthis dme> and 

that is, Wh^n the Judffpelffytiiif G,0 D are m.ti'c 

jE^rfi^i for then, as tb^rPjiQpl^tri/iwi t€4te:uj, 

,the Inhahitanffof the World wiMeatn Rigktepufn^y 

26. Ifaiah9, /: . - r?..; ■' . -* , • 

I have already obfejT^d,.fp you, that the 
Examples of a' Juft and R%|it^us Proyidei^, 
which governs this. World, a^s a good-j^il^ 
of a Future Jui^ienti for jf^ i? an . Am^ejot, 
that God dftes take notice of;.the,A<Soi!is:.of. 
Men, an^' concerns Himfelf in the Govars- 
ment of the, j^Wojld j j»p4 tibea we-h^Vf* no 
Reafon to queftion: wKc^ejf lij^ wijl jif^ge 7^ 
World. \' ' /: '■. • '.^r:.>;e - •. •- '^^V.w 
. And WhenCod is a^aUy executing. Jiii%- 
* ments on the World , wfiei^^ he is jpdgufg 
^Kingdoms and Nations, AVhen he hi^s pn- 
iheathed the Sword, /an^ t^^de. it dr^gJfjvith 

'^ Blood, 
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Bloody when die DefolatJons of flburifhingCoun* 
tricsy the burning of Towns and Ciries, the ► 
lamantable Slaughter of Infinite^ Numbers of 
People, do fo loudly proclaim the Wfath and 
Dii^afure ^ of ^ Gtii >/ thofe* who Tia'n t a 
greaty- and awful; ahd' terrible Senfe of Judg- 
ment^ will never be awal«cned, but by the found-^ 
ing of the laft Trumpeti 

It is ithis that makes the Judgments of God 
fo effeAual to Reform the World, not* meerly 
the Fears of prefent: Saflferings, of thofe Tem- 
poral EvUs and Calamities, wherewith Goif 
puniilies Sinners; but that by thefe vifible To-» 
kens pf God's Angerj' by the prefent fenfible 
EfFe<93 of his Jimice and Power , Men are 
rouzed and alarmed into a Confideration oC 
Future Vengeance.. - 

We extreamly weaken the Argument from 
prefent and fenfible Ju4gments, when we 
urge it ho further, than to perfaade Men 
to Inform their lives, to remoiv^e thofe Judg- 
ments which ar« upon them; this is an ad- 
ditional Argument, to reform out Sins to 
lave our Countfey from Ruin; but tho(e 
who will not reform their Sins to fslve their 
Souls> will never part^ with them to feve a Na- 
tion; and theriefore the true force of the- Ar- 
gument refolves it felf into a Future Jud^ef- 
ment: God has begun to punifh us already in 
this Worid for our Sins'j and unlefs w^ re- 
pent, we muft not hope to efcape' fo; 
thefe Temporal Suff(^ngs are but a Sum- 
mons to Judgment , and it may be are in- 
tended to remove us prefently into the other 
Vifoild tp receive- our Reward: the Axe 1$ 

L 5 now 
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pfiyf, y^iiUy Uu4 ro the %QS(t of ih^ Iko^ 
9^4 pvcfy Tree uvUch bripgedi not finia 
g^ Friuc^ u hewn dowo^ ^^ caft iniD dbe 

And the ?ifibte EaDBO^doa of 6QZifs jfodg^ 
mencs upon die Worlds will certainly nupd us 
of a Future Jfudginent> and «ne ns a foelii^ 
$enfe of it; as it aves us a praKnt and feiri^le 
View of God s Jumce and wmcc^ and a neairef 
l^Tpfpeftofit .... 

I. It giTe$ us ai pncfent and ieqfiUe View of 
Qodls Jufiice and Power: And Aac diouflli ho 
be yeiy Good and Merciful^ l^is vecy BL%bie: 
om too, and veiy fevere in Us^d&mdits,* that 
tdlQUgh he hk Gradom and MaWJ^ fiioif tb Jsh- 
gcr^ and of great ^ndnefs; yet ne will not al- 
ways fpare^ DUt wll awake ta vifit.tbt Hiobemj^ 
md^iU nt$, he Mercifiil to axg wi^JudiTxat^p^J^s^ 

WJien we ^e^ wlnat DefoktbDS God mal^ 
in dif Eatth^ how his ^goienb Mke a fad>- 
den and nik^ty Tojreqt overflow a fecnra 
and h^ppy 0>unny^ iweep away the lafaabi^ 
vms of it^ ot tranifdant them into IPoteign 
Nationjf to beg tbeii: Bread among Strangers^ 
when we fee how he Cbutids an Alarm to 
W^^ and fets Kingdom a^ainCb Kiog^opij 
«u}d &v^ Man's Sword aga^nft his Bootfaer; 
lirhen wc dt^feiTe with what an Impartial 
Hand he ftrikes> that there is no Cotihtr^^ no 
^$cn>les no Religion efcapes^ that he ^udoes 
Aowion and Covetouinefi corroA Super** 
^09^ and' Superftidon chafldfe the 03id- 
li^$ 9Qd Formality^ the-Loo£b and Licentious 
jUy$i <>f inore Orthodox GJuiftians,- I iayi 
iiv>« . i, ,0 - * :♦ . V » . when 
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i^htQwlAsiiididuflg? asdiofein db»Warld« 
inU^itfft net fesr Rod trembte b^ra diat juft 
tod ridittmis Jud»? Ciui sva forget tlwi: 
GOD wUl jades the Worid k RTghceoufT 
wfij iii^imwefeeilitbdyiiicli tembte£MCu- 
ijoo^wludi iu» pfdyPivliidittU to aFinal Judg^ 
snenc3 , . . 

ft« ^cfe prefeot and TiTiUe Judgments gi^a 
01 « fmrer ProTpeft of a Futbre Judgmeot; 
and Ittdgmettt will more fenfiUy afl^ us^ the 
jmrer we fee k : Not that fach. Jud^e»t$ a$ 
idieftprovi, that the Final Judgment is asartt 
band j for d»9 Records and Hiftories of former 
Ages glare as ai| Acoooat of rery tefiible Judg^ 
ments widch God then executed upon dxeWotldi 
and yet we fee the Final Jfudgnmit is deferred 
and we know not how long it may be deferred 
ftill : Bat though the General Judgment may 
be a great way oiF^ yet our particular Judgment 
may be very near; God may qi^ckly cut us ofF^ 
^nd put an end to our Account ; and when the 
Jude^ents of God are in the Workl^ we have 
reaion to expeA it^ at leaft fo far^ as to be ore- 
pared for it: Vfoodwim frdet-Ucakgon; when 
we fee the Judgments of God fweep away fo 
jpa^ Thoufa^s round about us^ whp 
not lon^ fmce Uved as (ecijlre and uncon- 
cerned tor danger as we do ; when we fee the 
Clouds ^ver and rowl ab^uc. the Hetvem^^ 
charged with Thunder and. Tempeft,' w|io 
knows where the Storm will break^ nepi^C^ 
and who fliall feel the Violence q£ k ? Aiid 
therefore the Judgments of (j O t> y whi(^ 
are in the Earthy will give all confidering 

L 4 Men 
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Men fi^ a iprefent Senle^ ^fi^ipumc^' Jodg* 
menry as ^ ilirditfling Sicknds will do :: i^Be&at 
Jadgmburs iasty fuddehly cat. us'ofF^ and fendus 
into the otlMr World ai^iiepQsed' for a Sinai 
Jodg^em J '^tnd thereiis &o t>cei(Kmn^'f^ it 
diere ; and^hftft^fhefe^prefennjudgments majr 
prove Final to us. So that thofe who five in 
iuch an Age as this^ will be utterly* inexcu&ble 
if they foi|;^ dxdr Account:^ wiiich' they have 
iuch tenwle Admonitions of. Let ns* malce 
this life of: prefent Judgmenis, cd aixfak^i 
a ircre Uv4ly and vigonaii Semfe of a Fntore 
Judgment^ usj and that will '^niake us good 
Men3 and i^cure oiir Eternal Uappinels ; and 
is the beft way ^ to prevent any ^xifolick Cala- 
•inities of oar, Countrey ^ -^udneb we may fear 9 
|or td preferve opr fglves &om bein^ invcaved;in 

^ • *■ * - . ' 

C H A P. If. 

Ccitcernif^ the Time of ^M^gment. 

V5E C T. L 
^tuetrpint a particular JuJgtneut at the Time «f 

LET vsf jibw eoqlider the Time of 
Judgment;; G^i iath Afomtei a iay 
'v/berciif be wiU' judge the; ivorld in' rtgbteetff- 
P^jfif fiow this plainly refers to that Gcne- 
m ^ Judgment ^ when all Mankind Ihall 
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be fiunmoned b^>i:e the Tribunal of Chrift ^ 
to be. judged according to their Works. But 
before I ^ak to this^ it will be neceflary to. 
take nodoe .of what, .we commonly call a P^^u 
ticular Judgment . which is fuppofed to pals 
upon all Men^ as loon as they go but of thefe 
Bodies. :. f 

•Thev.received Opinion is ^ that when any 
Man diesL,' he is immediately called to Judg. 
msnty aadi receives his Final Sentence^ whidi 
is immediaedy executed on him; that a Sad 
Afaa is'fentenced toHell^ and fent immediate^ 
ly thitfaer; that a. Good jMan is received 
into Waivcny and enjoys the Beatifick Vifl. 
on from the- time of his going out of this >^ 
Bodyi ..:, ^. > 

But I muft confeis , this has always appeared 
a great ^fiiculty to me ; we live in fuch an In- 
quifitive Age^ as will not allow us to affirm what 
we cannot prove, and indeed no . honef): Man 
-ought. to do fo ; for it forfeks any Man's Autho* 
rity^ and weakens the Credit of Religion , when 
that which has no proofs or at beft is very un- 
certain^ is taught with as great afliirance^ as 
that which Is moft certain and unqueilionable 
in Religion t and yet no wife Man will oppofe 
and contradiift a received Dodrine, though he 
were fatisfy'd it were a Miftake, vdien therd are 
no evil Confcquences attend it : For my part, 
Imuft honeftly prokfs > that I neither dare af- 
firm nor deny this particular Judgment in the 
ienfe in which it is commcmly underftood'j for 
there are fomePaiTages irt Scripture, which feem 
: ta look both ways, and finqe I cannot decently 
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fent tQ yMy whfttlndiiu^ioiis dure aif ki Scrips 
€Di^ irf)6^ diis macser ; f€M^^ 
9f ibidwing diis; aadldsfQ^MMh fionMe ddn 
iHiatcheSeripciire teaelies. 

I. Now in the firft jplaoe^ thus mudi l^^riif^ 
plam in die Scriptura^lmt good iiiea4rfaeii di^ 
die^ are tranfhted into aplAceof JBai«^awl Km, 
ui4 HapMnefs ; 2nd bad men i»z jMce Qf Mt^ 
feiy and Tuni^ent : wMdi I lixpp^fe is mkat 
meq flieanby a pafdoidar JudgflMM : fer liibis 
a kind of Judgment^ though kte no( peifora^jl 
^di aH me Fompoos Solemaides of Juhfliiam, 
to allot men didu* dilferoic Scuts c/life^ ac- 
icording as they have behaved t|)emfelTes if| tirfl ' 
WorM. 

The Parable ci Dtuis and LMoms is v«y f <• 
pre6 to thispurppfe> 16. Lihe 1% ^. Jifrere iM#f 
ac^amrichman^ iMchyNiPctQa$he4mfmflM0mi 
fine Imnen, 4(i$d fartd fimMuimfy fovj JUij. j^ 
tbere was 4 certain ^^gar named iMOftmL i^^iicb 
was laid at bis gate fall rf Seres. -^r-rs^.^Amk eame 
to fafs that tbe'^btggar died, and was carried' hthe 
jingeh into Abrahams hefom : the rich mam dje di^ 
edy and v^as bwried. And* in HeBbe lift nf bis ej^, 
being in torment y and feetb Abraham afareffyomd 
LazATus in bis bofmK That tliis relmes to die 
ibte of Good and Bad Men iopaediafiehr afinr 
Deaths is verv evident^ efpedally fiom tmtRA- 

5[ueft which the Rich Man made to Abraham^ to 
end Lazarus to his Father^s Houle; Rr, faidi iie^ 
Ibofve five brethren; that be may toBifie to them 
kfi they alfe ceme ima this flace ef torment : 
Which fhews ^ that Lax,arus was in Abraham^ 
\ fiofomj 
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Bofcin^ »i4 lUv^ tofmented in Hell^ or Haies^ 
mASHc his Bieduen were fiving aiid revelling 
ba fiuilij and therefore this can't relate to a 
Qeneiai Judmienc , but fignilies that State 
^^ entted into as foon as diey Died: And 
though what ia generally faidj diat we muft 
not arme from Farabk^^ is veiy true as to par- 
ticolar Girciunftances of die Stoiy^^ which are 
^ Omaiti^n^ qnd EmbdHflunents of Para- 
Ues j yet it is a» true, that we muft argue from 
the pnndpal Scopct and Defign of them; and 
^en we may certainly coiicmde from diis. P^- 
jad>te> that ^x>d and bad Men as foon as t^ey 
Die^ are in a iState of Ifeppinefe and Miienr; 
oidierwife "diere is no Foundation for this Pa- 
raUe; For why Should one be fbnt fix>i(ithe 
I)ead to itibrm the Living what Punifhments 
bad Men fu^r in the next World^ if they fuf-* 
fer 'nothing tHl the Day of Judement^ which 
is not yet?' For m^thts Cafe iiicn a Meffisnger 
Goiilcl not be an £ye-witne^ of the Punifh- 
ment cf Sinners;^ which & tke only thing that 
is fupnd&d to give fiich Authority to his Tefti- 

TQDlttf. 

I. I do not remfcmbcr any other fuch exprefi 
Text for the immediate Punifliment of Sin- 
ners as loon as they go out of thefe Bodies; 
and one ituch Text as this is enough; but there 
are many Texts to prpve^ that good Men wher\ 
they %e; go immediately into a State of Hap- 
pinefs;" not only Lat^rm was carried by the 
jj^ig^ into Akrabami Bofbm^ but Chrift pro- 
mifedthe Thief upon the Gtofs, that that Day 
he ihould be with him in P^radife; and St. P^i^/ 
t^lls us^ That to he at heme in the Body^ is to be 
'^^ ■ . .■ ^ abfcnt 
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ahfeftr from the Lord; but when ^tfi^]^ are a^ntl 
from the Bodj,^, they jhaU be ftefent with-ilk Lord.i 
That is, when they die> wh©tithcy go ou£o£ 
thefe Bodies, they ftiall go to Ghiift, zCar.^j 
6, 8. and this made it fo diflicuit a Choice to 
St. Pauly whether he fliould defire to live: or 
die J by living he might do great Service to Ae 
Church; and thprefore he was very well con- 
tented to live; but if he departed, he fhoul* 
be with Chrift,, which is beft of all: Far I am 
in a fir ait between twoy having a defire to defarty 
and to be with Cbrifi ; which is far better: if ever-' 
thelefsy to abide in the Fkflt is more needful for puy 
1 PhiL 2;, 24. And it is univerfally pronoun- 
cedj Bkjfed are the De0d which, die in tie Lordy 
from henceforth: Tea, faith th^ Spirit y that they may 
refi from their Labour Sy and their Works fohnv tbemy 
14. Jlev. 13. This evidently, proves, that Good 
Men ihall be Happy as foon as they die ; and be- 
sides the exprels Authority of our Saviour in thQ 
Parable of Dives ^nd Laz^arnsy the Reafon.of the 
thimg proves, that Bad Men muft be MiferaUe; 
that as the Happinefs of (jood Men commences 
with their Death, fo muft the Miferies of the 
Wicked. 

Bad Men indeed many times live very happi-^ 
ly in this World, for this is the timex^f Gc^d's 
Patience, while he waits to be gracious, not- 
being willing any Jhould Perijh , but that all 
fhoiM come to Repentance : But the Day of Graco 
ends with this Life,- the next Wodd is for Re- 
tributions; we muft there, receive according 
to our Works : And therefore thpugh wc^ fliould 
fuppofe that the perfed Rewards^of Good Men, 
and the pefiFed Miferies of the Wicked, ibouM 

be 
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be defemj* tUl the'-'Day b^ when 

; the Final Sentence Mil be proriounced^ which 
ftalLbiftbw: Heaven npon Good Men^ and 
. CoWdemntthe-Wicked'to Hell j -yfet the Punifli- 
meftt of Bad-Men muft begin when they leave 
-this World, becairfe God's Patience is then 
at ari laid J and the' Rewards of Good Men 
muft he&isv too '3 Hecaufe their Work -and La- 
bour, ii.ktan' end- . And^this has been the Uni- 
veifal Belief of Mankind^ who have believed 
a FutiiRp State J though they knew nothing of 
a Gekeral Judgment^ when all Mankind Ihould 
be fummoned before God's Tribunal, yet they 
all believed, that when Bad Men died, they 
iniinediately went tov a 'place of Puniflimcnt, 
and Good Men to BP/Jkm^ a place of Reft 
and Happinefs: For if we fhall be Rewarded 
.aiid.Puhiuied in the next World, for what we 
have d^nie in this, > it is natural and r^fona- 
ble ^to .think , that our* Rewards -and Punifli- 
.'ments fhali begin as: foon as we go into the next 
.WoHd.: - 
1 . 2. And yet we read of no other Formal 
Judgpieat,^but that Great and General Judg- 
>meut, when the Son of Man fliall defcdnd from 
Heaved i with a glorious*^^ Retinue of Angels to 
; judge the .World :^ li we examine all thofb 
^exprefeiDeclarations of Chrift and his Apoftles 
* conceAiiflg Judgment i or thofe Parables of otrr 
;^aviqufe. Which xdate to. it^ we fball plain- 
ly find, that they conciern the Laft and General 
Jtidgmeht: ^It is in that Day, wMch- i^ljires 
.toi a. xentain determined Day of Judgment, 
. that many Jhall fay 'unto him^ LcrJ^ Lcrdy ha'ue 
we v6t • l?:riifiiejicd An . thy 'Nf^mel 7. • Matrix • 2 a. 
^ . . . ' It 
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It 19 at the end 6f die Wcrid^ vdieti thfe AA^ 
g^Is uiall (epmte between the Wlboit jdid 
th^ Tares^ between the fiood. and bdd Fffli 
#hich v6re taken iii the wtit Net^ i;. A&t%, 
It h Tffhen the Sfnt if Man fipafl e^ffh h the Obfy 
tf his Father f ivitb hii Ji^ds^.tbat be f&ill ft- 
Ti/afd eveir) Man acairiif^ t9, hk Wmh^ 16. lifaittii* 
t:i. that is, as St P<iirf$e«te, whea the laid Jk-^ 
fuijh^ll be rjB^eakd from Hea%feni with hi MM^ 
jiffgils in fiaming Fire^ idkmg Vkn^iaHee: ith mfh$ 
that knm net Qodj dnd obey not the Goffti if mr 
Lard Jef*s Cbrifii 2, ±heC 8. 9. Qed, hm ^ 
r^ bim Aktberhy to execute. Jiidgnfenty beeikfi he 
te the Sbn^cf Mm. And when he mtrft db 
thtsy he tetts tis. The Hour i coming im tie Tpbiib 
all jbat are in the Oraves fi4l %iir hi Voice ^ 
aiid Jhafl con^ fortb^ tbejf that bof&e JhneJJooJdy to 
the RifttrreSHo^ ef Life; and tbej that ia^ dme 
Evil to the RefurreBionvf Damnirtiffiy ^./oKn'27, 
i8y 29. And in his Account of hk }'u^^g ihc 
World, he tells us, fflken the Son of. Mm jbdil 
come in bit Glory y and all bis tioly Angels whh binh, 
tbenjhall be fit upon the Throne ofbk Qiorj^^ And 
before bim Jhall be gathered all JNatiomi aid 
he Jhall feparate them one from saktber ^ Mt 
a Shepherd fefaratetb the Sheep from tig Oodn, 
af. Matth. ^i, 22. Then it is, ^en d» 
Man who Travelled iftto a far Coontrey n^ 
tunis, and calls his Servants to an Accoonc* 
how they have iniproved their Tttents, mffe 
14, c^c. 

Chrift is the only Judge of die Worid, fof 
all Judgment is committed to die Son; and he 
does not judge the World till his fecond Appear- 
iUice, till he returns in the Glory of his Father, 

with' 
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^tbi hi&'Jpgeb, The Apoftle to the Hehtm 
1)1(1(^4 celM ttSi IP haffmuiumo mm 0$ce to Jh, 
ami 4ff€rDf4ktb€ J^gtimt j which fiiifi^t ieem 
tp iQaiim& a jeaitk^fei^Judg^nt of airmdh as 
t^n 91! they die ^ W he adds when this ^udg^ 
QiMli ibftfl ^s, in 4;ve ne s 

9m^p^,e^H'h§M^th$ ^M^^ mam ; heidied oaok 
&r 1% t^eqavfe we mqii oaco dfe^ mi mfotbam 
tit^ k$h fiat iMry /M^ U ufffsar thi ftxmd tim. 
l^kbm Sip mip 'Sakufii99^: Thdt i$, he iKaU 
a|>pe0r tl^ fysotiii dima to judgo^. me ti^rld $ 
Whichr fl{9Ws that tfai^ Jwtffntht after 
X^fhl> u the^Qeitftiat Jui%meiity 9. Hii. 
a7^.*8. 

And the &iith^ k^ H^ afi men have a 
finnLSentOGtice' pafs'd on d^em^ as ibon as they 
01 inspt the' other Worlds it is veiy unac- 
opufttsd^l^l ^ why' Chriil ac t6elaft E^ ihadS 
CMie with ftt$h a* terrible Pomp and Solemn* 
nity to Jiidge- aad Condemn thofe who 
ale judged 5 and condemned ^ and execur 
^ ^ady , ,as much as erer aicy can 

And therefore ift> the Parable (^ brvts and 
LsiLarifs^ we have no men^on of thdr being 
judged j: but{ J^57^i#f was cairied by an Angel 
mtOrAbt^bsmiMcm} thciAi^gels being :;99jflii^ 
0imgjSpmtSyfenrfinthta rnhnfiirfsr them n^hojhall 
hb^rs of Sinhathn^ i.Heb.14. Thus they mini^ 
fier to good lYien in this Worlds and do a great 
many kind Offices for us^ which we know qioc 
of; and thus they n^fter to us when we go out 
of this Worlds and condud us to a place of 

^ Eafe 
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Eafe and Reftj carry us fafe threii^h the 
Crowds of evil Spirits which fill thefe lower 
Regions^ into Ahabams bofom : hat tiit rieb man 
was dead and buried^ and lift up bis ijts in Wily 
or Hades ^ (not Gehennah ) Which jfignifies the 
State of Se{>arate Souls^ ^and it feetn^ of Wicked 
Souls, and was in Torment ; but ho^ he came 
thither, it is hot faid : There is no libtice jg^- 
ven us of any Judgment which fet 5n Wm , 
or who carried him thither $ and ther^re ^ 
we may gufefi by the Analogy of tfiePambte, 
as Lax^arus was carried by an Angel into Aird-r 
bams Boibm , io Di'ves having no good-Angdl 
to guard him, fell into the hands of wicked 
Spirits i for die D?vil is the Prince of 
fee Power of the Air/ Ae great TeniptCF of 
men while they live, and their Tottttencor 
when they die ; whoever is^ fo far rejei*ed by 
God, as to be delivered up to the Power of 
wicked Spirits, without any reftraint in ^their 
Malice and Cruelty,' as wicked-. n*Miajpe^ 
when they die, need no other Pudiftuneht till 
the Day of Judgment, when they together 
with the Devil and his Angels Ihall be cait 
into utter Darkneifs , where there is weep- 
ing , and wailing, ind * gnaflung of ^Teeth 
for evermore. We know what cruel^ Ty- 
ranny the bevil exercifed upon- the: Pagan 
World, who fo Devoutly worfliipped hka; 
and what then muft the Cafe be of thojip 
wretched Souls who are delivered to him by God 
as their Jay lor and Tormentor , till the iSay of 
Judgment ? I will not fay this iy the cafe, 
tiioiigh it fcems no improbable AcccAi»;of 



-ir; 
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ft • but if itb|? (and tljfus it may.pci .Hefpre,Chri7l 
eomcs to jijidaef, the World X you muft all coa^* 
felsj Thatto iSyethePevilfor 9ur 
Is the very next degree tq bciiag ttM:me^ with 
the Devil and hjs;Angebl * .J. 

-;But yet tlm.k'ij^ the Lafli 

^ntence is, pot pronounced a^uniR; theip ; an4 
dipiigh I douk' not ttit moft Bad Men a% oer-, 
femly Know wMt ffie|r Doom will be^ as jchet 
Devils themf^lf e^ do j ^et there is reafoii t6 
tjijnlc, ,th^xioa^S;B3^ Jjlfn, we fte^j 

^re very apt tei ft^er themfelves wi^h vain jtlop^ 
In thfe Worl^^ ^a xi^y do /o in;the ncs*, fof^ 
^u^t we know) ?tc lUli in .hopes of findings. 
Mercy at die Day of Judgitiemj^ when Chrift^ 
^mes to judge the World ; ,For iF; diey ..knew; . 
thwifelyes .tjhi^er aj final/an^ Irrevcrfibie Scn-i 
ti^cc;, there pari te m aaJquntgi^ at, 

-tlie I^ft Day th^ fliould' put in jiny Ple^," for 
themfdves, or fiie for Mercy j ^d yet^thus our,. 
S^viopr reprefexits;it r in^ttiat Dmj many will y>jf,. 
tinto mey iJrA^Lordj, lbayep§ not frcfbefied in thy^' 
jStame ? and in thy N(ime cap out Devils ? ^nd ^n; 
thy Name done many wonderful Wffrks ? and then will 
I frofefs unto tbem^ Jmeyer kaejpjvu: jDepart from 
me ye thai work iniquity], j. Matth. 22, 2 ^< ^ 



• "^ Ajid, thus m tbt^ pefcriptio;! of, th©'. 
Lall Judgment^ when he fiall , fay to 
tfiem op the Ilefc Hand^ Depart .fr&m. me^\ ye cur-t- 
fedy, ikto. Ei/erlafi^ng Fire^. prepared for the Uivit. 
an^ hh,^ Angels. .Fl/r I w^s /rn bungty y , and yc^ 
ganje me no mWt T / 'was^ thJrfyy and ye gc*i\i^, 

M me 
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me no Drink :, I was a fira\ ok ^ nqt 

in : naked, aniyt cloaih^ nd inJkh 

fony and ye ^ifited me not. ey anmer 

kim. Lord, wlieH faw wn of atbtn ' 



Of a flrangtry ortiahd, otji ^dtaai^ 

not minifter unto thee ? jrf j.-^-r^y 4^ 44» 

Now it is not imajrinablathat thelc Men at^c 

taftDay bij\\^^ff^ 

Ple4s5 liad tWV'beeh judS^/ 

and the Finaf Sentetjc^^^JBid^'oh AeiSi'^ 



I 



TheSumijtWj Th ' 

fkianyjudged.tiffChrifl; \ 
but yet Good IfLkfi \tc. 

ahd Bad Men in a Statt ! 

fety : Thatvtfry Good ^ ' 

prefeat, fo they have tl * 
the Day of Judgment, v 

rewarded, and received ^ 

fencebf God iriHeaveii ^ 

befides the Miferies whi ] 
have the tcrriMe Profpci 

whenthey kndwthcyfli , ^ .. ^ 

lefe Miferies. . • 

5. There is this farther tote added^ That ad- 
cording to that Account the Scripture gives us 
of this matter, tho Bad Men (hall be muerable, 
aftd Good Men happy, as Toon as they go outof 
thefe Bodies , yet Bad Men Ihall not be condem- ; 
ncd to Heir, nor Good Meii received into Hfea- 
ven, till the Day of Judgment. Thereisnogre?t 
difficulty in proving this, fince the Rewards of 

Good 
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Good Mcxi^ and the Punifiiments of the Wicked^ 
diatis^-flieir Final Rewards andPuniHiments, or 
Heaven and Hell, are throughout the New Te- 
ftament referred to thfe Day of Judgment : Thi$ 
eiu: Saviour exprdly tells us , 13, Matth, 41,41^ 
4j\ t^/ fon'^ of m^h Jhall ^end forth his 
^S^^Jy (tfiat hj , at the End of the World, 
yif. 59? j^' ^d thej fhaff gather «^. ^f, **f hfgdom 
afPim^PtMatdfftndj ^nathem whkh v/ork Ini^ui^ 
i»; Mfiii jSan c^' thein int& a Ftttna^e of 
iWej. tSkre fiufU')fe\ibeepif^».md gnajlnng 
if'.TWtk fhen fiaU' the- rigbteem Aine forth 
BH\i6^i Sun in the Kingdom ef their Pother^ 
Btft\flerfe' is no need of any ojher Proof ot 
difi^ biiPthat at iht\i>^f of Jjildgmcnt Good 
Mih fflaH be re(reived into Heaven^ and Bad 
mSa cb^edhed to Kell^ 2$*. Matth. And if 
Qd6d'WA ikof^ in Heaven before, it is very 
feaiige t^t theyJChpifld be brought out ofHea-; 
1^ t6 be judged, aiid to be received into Hea- 
ven a^iln with jreatei Authority and Solem- 
nity j and if fad; Men were in HeUbew 
fore,*if'''fcems as fljai^ge that they fliould be 
fetched ^ont of Hell, toM more folenihly con- 
detnned thither again : This would be thought 
a yeiy odd kind pf ^rq^eding aitKxtigmen; and 
we have tio reaibn tb fufjiiea tKsof G ODV Judg^ 
.ment. • . " 

* As for Badm^d,<h*y4Vetpbecaff i^titptfeetiref 
J)repared for the Devil and his Angclsi-and there** 
fbre iris not likely they fliould be caft into this 
Fire SeforetheDeyif-himfelf isj andyettheSed^p^ 
wre alTures usji TbatVt pYefent he is the Frinceof 
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the foi^er of. the *airy the fpirit that, now workethin 
iie Children of dijoiedience ^ , 2. £phef! a. And 
St. Pff^r tells us, Thd^t God fpareJ not thefeangelt 
that firmed^ but cafi them down into ticlly and deli^ 
vered them into tbt chains ofdarintfiy to it referued 
unto judzmtnty 2 Pct. f . 4. Whfcli is f ery ill tranA 
hted ; for if they *ref e caft down into HcU,-liow 
are they rcferved fo^ &g Bay of. Jiidgrnent i; 
For what worfe Judgment caiit- diey. lindj^o, 
than to be caft into Hell?. But tfie Words ar6/ 
itti^ii IH^ laflrtfrfwif , caClingthem down in-, 
to Chains of Dirknefs, for fo wfTUfffr Hgnifieson- 
ly to caft doWnj that S^ -thofe Angels who for- 
merly inhabited Ae !ff;ehcrcail Hegibn^, where 
there was jjerpetUa! light, Wert for their Sin 
caft down into thi^ darkfortie Region of Air^ 
where the deareft Light is Smoke a(nd'Darkneisj: 
ih comparifon with' thofe brighter Regions from 
whence they fell ffor the DevU is the Prince of 
the Power of the Air J j ^ and they are"calle4 
Chaim of Darknefsy becilufe by the Decireie . of 
God they can go no fahher, canhotaicend* high- 
er to thofe Regions of Light ag^in ^ and hero 
they are referved tiil die Judgment of ^the Laft 

While buf Saviour was Oft Earth, ii is plaitf 
that thcfe Evil S}3irits' Were riot confined to Hell,. 
for they pofleffed the Bodies 6f men, and very 
much complained that Chrift came to torment 
Aerti before then trihe: ^.fyattS. 29. They knew,, 
it feertis, tjiere was sttime of Torment appoint- 
ed for thcrh, Btit it was not jict : And yet there* 
'#»• then lome place of' ecnfinement for 

them^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Future JVDGMENr. ^^f 

them, which is the d0uoj&^ or Deep,, whatever 
that iignifies, whither they were unwilling to go; 
And therefore when Chrift call them out of the • 
Man whom they had long and furioufly poflelr 
fed, they b.eg oi him thathe wo\ild not command 
them' to go into the Jeif, 8. Luke ; i. 

} ftall only obfenre farther. That the Devijs 
are fkid ^to Believe and Tremkle : Now what is i^ 
diey -belicfre, and what is it they tremble at, but 
the Laft tudgment, and that terrible Condenv 
nation which they then expeuft ^ And therefore 
they are . not uijder' it yet ; For F^ith rpipedis 
what is abfent ai^di iiitijre, autid Fear does pot rer 
fpcft what we fuffer at prefent, buf what weexr 
jped. 

' But thefe are great My fteries, which we ^aur 
not nowuiiderftand ; but thus much wq doi^nd^r? 
ftand. That if thefe Fallen and Apo(|ate Angels 
have not yet received their Fin^li?uni(hmpnt, but: 
are only referved, in Chain? of Darjcnefs till the ^ 
Judgment of the Great Day, there is lefs reafon 
to think that wicked men, who are to "be punifli- 
ed with the Devil and his Angels, fliould imme-r 
diatelygo to Hell as foonas thisy go out of th^fq 
"Bodies* : And therefore whatever is meant by 
thole Flames wherein Dives was tormented, it is 
ftotthe laft Fire prepared fOr the pevil and hi^ 
Angelf 

. As for Good Mei> , thofe E^preffions of 
Scripture^, . of their goiiig to Puradif^ ^ cfpe- 
cially of their gcing to Chrlfi , or heivg 
fcsftnt with the Lordy Jeem ^p bid very 

. ^ Digitized by Google 



i€6 A iPfa^ical Difamrfi cMccrMtng 

fair for their going direAlyto.Hejiyen, ^^Vf^ 
Chrift is j but the Primitive Chriftians u^ei:- 
ftood them othcrwife ; That T^raMfi ,^ «p4 ;^- 
JftabafHS Bofom was a place crf"pafe aj;dv)^appjh 
pefs^ but not Heaven j that no main afcenqls in- 
to Heaven till after the Refurreftion ; \^i<^^ 
Irenaus and Tertullian proVe from the Example 
of Chrift, to which we muft be confpijo^; foe 
Chrift himfelf did not afcend into Heaven t^I 
after the kefurreftion } but as his Body ,re4i?^ 
in the Grave, fb his Soul went into the State cjf 
Souls departed j and when he arofe again, t^^ 
he afcended into Heaven ; and thus ihey iW 
we ihuft do alfo. When we die, 6urSou|s fliali 
live in thofe Places which God has prepared fyf 
feparate Souls ; and when we have reaflu}gi^(^ 
pur Bodies , we Ihall be admitted into the 
Jiigheft Heavens i whither; Chrift is afcendfd: 
And this feems very reafonable, that we flipuW 
not afcend into Heaven , into the immedi^tj} ' 
Prefence of God ^ which fignifies 0l^' per^ 
fed Reconciliation to him , without our ^ 
diesi the want pf .wHch is an Argument of 
0ur Apoftacy , .and his Diipleafure^j . 9&d ^U 
the Warks of his Dilpleafure ought to be its-* 
moved, before we appear in his immediate Pre^ 
fence. But i^ not Chrift in Heaven ? >9nd 
how then tan cppd Men be fr^ftnt^ivith tis, 
]Lolrd after Deatn, 4f they dp not immediately 
afcend into Heaven? Npwas for this Aey tell us. 
That the Souls of Juft Men in P^radife, have the 
Sight and Converfation of Angds^and Ardian- 
gels, and the Yifion,, or WlMAVy of cur. .Sayj*. 
pyr^ which, they think, is what is mciant by be-, 
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iqg preJTent with the Lor4 ,• tho^igh thijjr did npt 
amr^ that no Good Men di4 imm^iately rT- 
ccii4 into Heaven when they di^dj ]^ut,exprelly 
t^u^t that all Martyrs didj who died for the 
J^anie, and Religion of Chriit : Ap^ this wa$^ 
the tHhgwhichtwdethemin thatAgeCo fQufiot 
Martyrdom^ that they thought all Martyrs at 
cended dinftly into Heaven ; A^^ if th^y <2Qiilcl 
|i4Ve proved this, as jf i^ plain they l^lieved it> 
that Martyrs dfd uninedi^tely afcend into Hea^ 
ferijj^ahd that ot^er Chriimn^ did not; who 
Vi^omd not have opveted to dye a ^j^aityr ? 

> . . . ' *■ * • . . . ^ 

Thus I have "^ry fairly and trt^y itsprefciited. 
tjus inatter : Ana that no man whQ nas not! fo 
Carefiilty cphfi^erocl this^ iniay take oJFence it it^ 
i ihall i. ihew you how ulerul this Do^iine ia 
at tills time. And a. • That ic gives no Di&oti-- 
raj|;eaifeht to Virtue^ nor any Encourageoient to 
ViceV / . J 

i/.,'As for the, firi^ we may coQfider in the 
H'rft plaice^ That i^JQxch an Age ^^ ^hi$, wbereul* 
we haVe to deal with fo many Athei(|s ftnd Infi- 
. d^Is^ we ought to take care to make Religioa 
reaionable and intelUgible ; fpr if we do noty 
they expofe it to Scorn and Ridiculei and both 
harden themfelvesJn their own Infidelity, and 
corrupt othef^sj and therefore we muift take care 
not to jeprefent any thing abfurdly and inconfi- ' 
ftently : Now to fay that men who are already, 
judged, and either cohden^led or abfolved, and 
actually fent to Hell or to Heaven, fhould be fo- 
Icmnly judjged over again, and <?oa^emned a- 
• • M 4 gain 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



iiS8. J ^ra(lkal Difcourfe xpnterning . 

gain to Hell, or adyanqc to Heaven, founds od-. 
\y to fucK'men J but if die Scripture does nqtajr^ 
^refly teach fuch a DoArine, we ar^.at fiber-; 
ty not to teach it ', efpeciaM if we can give 
another account of it, wBch ifeems as agreeai>ip 
to Scripture^ and more a^ecable to the kcafbh 
and Undefftanding of Mankind: ?\ 

3t. "Some there are, who.obferying that Man- 
kind (hall not be judged till the Day of Ju<fg- 
tnent, condude that there is. ho' intermediate' 
Stat6, but that the Soul fleeps with the Body tjll 
?he Day 6f Judgment. A very Fooliih andlJh- 
'philofophical Opinion j fpr we may as reafopa- 
lily th^k that the Soul dies^ . as ithat it ileeps in ^, 
Stktt of Separation : If the SouX be a Spiritual 
Subftarice, diftiuft frbm the Body , it may liye 
and ad: widiout it; and it is a^ ea^and realbna- 
He tb deferid^ the Mortality df the Soul, as its 
fleepiflg ; for if the Soul nnm'fleep When it*s fe- 
parated from the Body, it muft fleep for everj if 
it never be reunited to the Body again; that is, 
it itiuft live ind die with the Body ;* for fiiich a 
fleep as this is not merely a^ Image of Death^ 
but Death it felf. Butfrom what I nayfe now dif-r 
courfed,it appears, That though there be a great 
aiftance between Death and Judgment, yet the 
Soul does live and ad, is happy ot miferable in 
themean time; . ' %. * 

^. This Notion does veiy great fervicc alio 
againlt Popdry : For i.' It giVes ain account 
&f a Middle State ; without Purgatory. This 
has greatly impofed upoii Unlcarhed Men, 
fhat thjj Adyccates of Popery have proved 
* '- * frpm 
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ftom the Ancient Fadiers^ that they owned aMid- 
^ State^ whi^^ Wjis neither ileavien nor Hdl ; 
aiid then prefentl^ conclude^ That this muft b^ 
PlirgJttoryvNowttJsyerytrue, the Ancient Chri- 
itians did own a Middle State between Peath and 
Judjgmeht, w^ch ' was neither Heaven nor Hell^ 
tutyetney^r dreamt of aPcmilhlV^ They 
believed )>a^en were in g Sute of PuniAment as 
ibpti^as they le^^ Bodies j but not in Hell ; 
anjd th^ |;o.od men were in a fUte of Reft an4 
Happineis^ but not ia H^vpn j but they never 
thoug|it of a Place of /Jporment to expiate the 
Tempofa)]j^unifhmpntdue to Sin^when the]Eter- 
nal Pumfluq^is remitted, which is thp Popifh 
]^ur|;atory^ . and theiinoi): ]§arbarous Reprefenta- 

?*Qli of jtMJQMiftian Religion^ though the moft 
rofitable t;oOj to the Cmrqh oiRcwe, that evpr 
was invci;uted. 

' ' ;■ e . . 

. a. This utterly overthrows the Worflup <|f 
^nts m th6 Cnurcb of R(mt ; at leaft^ of all 
faints who Jivere not Mapyrs j for Saint-Wprihip 
isfoun^(|in(h|s£ielie4 Tluit thefe Saints when 
they dye are received into Heaven, into the i|n- 
mediare Prefenc^ of God^ and therefore caathere 
powerfully imerceed for us ; butif th^e Saints are 
not yetf eceiyedintoHeaven^ nor ihall pe till the 
Renfrredion3 which was the Faith of the Primi- 
tive ChrifUahs, and feems veiy agreeable to the 
podrifie of the Gofp^l, as I have now ihewq 
you ;^beii^hpre isan fn4 pf theWorPiip jutid In- 
^erceffiQa,9f faints. 



zJlj. 
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2^. 'This Do^ni)fr>rtither dfiS^^ 
ttic^ noi: eficonra|[es Vice: I ciimdtlh^&di 
hat that IJekYcn is i riiiidh h^p^lef'Pfi^cfet 
Fftf^dtTc; ^ ktA th^ielBrc it is liiidrb ^dlfcMUd 
Good Meh iWieA tfctijk^aife, to *o t:^m^ 
HcaVch thah td ?ar»(Jffi?; Bnt yer jt i$;u t . 
dcftfcJEhwiifagfetofchtto ftis cxfefc^^ toi 
jperfeA Vfitues, that » iBoft aswe di6f ik^fer;ffiafl' 
be carryM By Angels iittd Ah4kaH& l(^^ bt 
into PataJtifej aPbcfe of perfcft £aei^nd»ift; 
and as -perfeaHapiancfi as tihherzhjgfd oiitd? 
Heaven. Such a PiraoUfc wKere * «fely Sfifil* 
dwelt/ Patriarchs;, Prot)hets, j%iftfcs. Miir-' 
tyrs, and CpnfeffOTs, >vim feavcn' at tne end 
ofit, is afufficient^ an aburidant fteWitjl fo/isii: 
die moft difficult and, labbrious Sdflics of this^ 
life : That Heaven is not yet, is hiy gteattei' 
PifcouAgment, than, that w.e fliall not rife 
J^mtheDeadtilltheI>kvof Judg^ dSat 

we IhaU not have our Bodies Jtgaih tfll they 
are awakened by the' Laft TnitnpJit i Bodifcs 
"^bich will- be bri^t-andgtorious*'the Sun, 
wl^di will rife with Eternal Youth , an* 
Strength, And Beauty : This is Jt much great-' 

. cf Happincfe, than? to Kve eiAer ih Pafadife ot 
ift Hcaveh without our Bodies : But this We mult 
ilay for; Jind to we may for Heaven i and wc 
may be very well doilfcnted to wait for Heaving 

. and for the Refor recSEibtt of our Bodies & Paf^a-^ 

VijSr' When weaVe*ai happy as^Paradife can 

make us, we mav very patiently expeft the 

full Completion ot our Happinefs in the R^ur- 

rcdion of our Bodies, and our Admiffion into 

the 
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pare^.for jtl^ P«9d MiaIl^jAjDgpb;.ahdxlip^ 
fore it is much more formidable for Simiers to 
drop immediate^ iiup il^ y/htn they dye^ 
than to fufiert ally other ^cate of Puniflmieiit 
betwe^ Death ax>d Judgmeiit ^ y^ j|»^ a ve- 
ry mireafonable man ^^ who does not dimk the 
Day of Jud^ent time enough to ^ pjpdeq)^ 
0^ tofl&ll^ and who'does^ot ^ofAsi itinji^ 
enougli^ Idiufl^br the Power of £7^ Spirifc 
in dtetpMs^itmieiTfC^ iMnk thisPu^^ 
enoBg^j inethinttt- Sjintrs flioind ; ^d diofe 
who caimot fear Hell at the diftance of the Day 
of Judgment^ will not fear Hell though jt w:pre 
no iu^er off ditti Dealt. TIk^ who^ are not 
a&ai^ of heii)» tormeo^ as Dvtiis w^s/ when 
they go out of thefe Bodies^ will not fear Hell^ 
though we allow Hell to be a fiate of morp per- 
fiBftii|!fi%y. Z «m ifim pr^tnivM^t thofe 
Torments fo great^ thaC they were fiifficient 
to have made his Brethren Try^ Penitents ^ 
bad they kno\im w|)»t they m^ felier for their 
Sins as loon as they dye^ Aiid ^oie who will 
not allow that Bad Men are immediately cqh- 
demncii fq Hell as ibon as tbey i^^ yet nrnft 
aflow d^at they maj^ }» tomiented » Biws 
was. In ihort, if Wicked Men do not drop in- 
to Hell as foon as they dye, yet they 
Ibali be condemned to Hell at the D^, of Judg- 
ment; and in die Intermediate State betiweeh 
Death and^Jud^ment, ihalt f^«r att' thole un- 
i. .;; u known 
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jctuywn Mkftriss which are j>repaiied for wicked 
Souk till the Day of Judgment; and thofe who 
willnot be peiiiiaded b]ft^^wiU live and ^ie in 
dheir Sins^ thb you could ^cpnrince th^m that 
dicy ihaUdrop into HeU as (bon as diey dyd 

HaViNG thus>coiilideied the Stgte be^ 
tweenDeadi and Judj^ent^ let us now 
more ftridly confider die Tmie of Judgment : 
And here are feveral dungs to be dbufni^ and 
explainU 

. X lliat the Day of Judgment is appointed : 
HtiathaffointeJaD^wifreinbewiUjiulgi the 
World. 

JI. That this is aGeiieraiDay&rthe Judgment 
of die whole World. 

im. That this Day of Judgment will be at die 
End of d»c World. 

t That thQ Day of Judgment i|s appointed : 

World. 

This.is a Matter of pure Revelation , and 
901 be known xio other way ; for thptigh 
^^ have gr^at Syid^nce from K^afo% that 

God 
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God will judge the World, yet to appoint a Da^ 
isafreeAdcA^Gbil^WifdomaiidCoimfer; andi 
this muft bede^mtfroai Retelation; and wecan^ 
ndt hare a more es^ird&R^relation for iaiy thin^ 
than wehave for tUs^for StPtf^^telbos-inpiaoi 
Words, ThatGod hatliapix>inted aDay to }u^ 
^ WorUi f Ati4 oK^^^our in exprels Words 
feveral timfcs tefeis to this Day , . as appoimed 
a^ dtiiefmined by God : h that Jay v^fiaBfaf 
unfo fiHy Lfitiy Lnrij^%njte7m mt fnfke^d in tbf 
Muve?' whidi meters fo foine certain Da^j, 
7. Matth: Z2. And tit Umt ar ccmkg^ U tie ivUek 
aU tb^ are mtieir graxmsfikBiei^rJkit^oUe, f Jdhh 
2^. kAd^rf:tistd^aMdi€m'buntfetitio9mmy no^mi 
tie Awgds^fHi^gieHy Mtt mfFathr endjy :a4lMatdi. 
36. mdth plainly figp^ite that the & 
ttiaed and fbeed, jbecaufe God Ictityws when iit^ 
ih^be; duit is, he knoMi when he has at^iiit^ 
ed it: And if it were not appointed, ithad been 
HO great wonder that tieitber Men m>r Angels 
know it.-.,./ 

Now this Coc^eration, that God hath a f point- ^ 
tf^ aDs^ whereita he will jddgc the Wbrld, is not 
withciiit its:ufe: For, "i yv - - . ' '1 

ifi,.Tbis brov^cs the ceitahity of aFuttire Judg- 
xMtitj(tha( the Day ofjttdginenc is appointed: For 
w^ capnot think that'G^ would ap|x>im a Day: 
tojudge the World, utilefs he abAdatelyrefel^ecl* 
to judge iti 



:%.'. 
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<•,•', 



fjuoifa/^^gnai^ fio^ linrr Ion de^rof icL 

Bei^t>f Jiidgaieat: ^AMijr Ages and focediire 
GcuMraiMM^MTeibkdifi e^^ l)«« 

TJbIs <Mightrtd6e|)liihtyaid«]tt^'ftM ftiwtt 
live in the hft Days; and have many of theft Stttti^ 
fers already among us. 

..,../ • •:*■'!. ^' .-•-• • *•* 
:.ii But if GOD h»vevftpji<jfot©if tJsi^^l^ 
of Judgment , it is a verv ,feb!ifli Afgtefieiif:, 
td fey. That he will not Judge the World , be- 
cairie'he has not d<>iie^it yet, unlefl w^ ooold 
pffOfef that- tte Day appointed fol' Jidg- 
TMfSt '. iri )^ady pift- ' God cannot be 
1)^ : t4)C7debEy to judge thef WorH'^ wlien the 
Time he "has appointed for JudgmeBt^ is not 
yet come; for to delay doing any thing , is, 
not to do it in its proper fealon,- when it is 
time to do it i or when we refolved and 

determinedf 
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fiij;^ do itr Ap<l;tbc^re4:io map^caa 



he could cdl ^^hitlM^ in his own Infipkf 
Wifdom appointed for Juagment. For, 

fy tie world that then was'^ being overflowed with 

CX^ Wld >y.,Wvey^, ^tM^ chough: to .be^ 
U^ye^C^ofl |y«n Jie dbi;<wtens t9 ddtroy it againi 
by l^r^^ ^^M.^^^ HMwm'apd tie Earth wiieb mt\ 
m^ bjf^ tm pv^ ^ffrd are hf^in fiore^ refirvfd #ri^ 
tO'preagainf(tbep4iy.ofj4^ andPerditkm 

oK utfgodhma^ Si^yl* It w^^a great whilo be- 
fc)i'e Qqd ^y3troy^ the^Old \Yorld j and tbougbl 
tliU leqc)ii4. l)eftrui^oa; by. Fire isi ^d^itrod) 
much longer ^ it wm come in its z^g^am^^i 
time. 

3 . For what feems a very loi^ time i todCis^ i$: 
nptfo to God, as the fame ApoiUe teil» Mi. Otnrii 
^Ay 11 irirJ fi&e Lord as a tboufand years ^ and a th^H^- 
fond years as one day. God is not^ffeded with the 
Succefficn of Tune, nor its lingring delays j 

aijd 
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And tSierefore is not in hafte to fod^ d&lK^orld 
before theWorld h ripe for Judgmfatit / adif whfien 
diatis^ hehtorfdf know^bcaff. 

For to appoint a .Day tg judge.the Worlds is at 
WorJL of gr^tWifiSbm and Counfel: BdbtcGod 
judges th6 Worlds it is fir for him tti d^lay all 
the various Scenes^ of Wifitom^ and Goodnef!; 
and Power^ and Juftice^in the .Government, of 
die Wo^d ; to exerdfe |;reat Pa&rici^ ^Wan3l$ 
Simiers^ and to make the iitmoft]^iper&ents.& 

. rc^fortn tfiem^ as St Peter te!k us; 7^ Lord $/ not 
fatkcme&mmg Us Primije^ (of fame meii cpunt Jlacir 
nefsy hnf is fatient to us-^ariy not wiU^ng that a$iff 
finmld ferifify hut that /dl JhekUco^to re^anie J 
verfe 9. , , 

•- ■-. / ^\, . .. -, .;*'■ ^ =/ 

4. WbenGod finally judgestfae Worid^ be de-*^ 
ftroystiiis |>rerent Frame of Things f .as |t foU. 
lows in the next Veife, The Day af the Lor I 'wiU 
amte as a thief in the Nljr&f ; in the whiiA/tS^lked^' 
i^ent jkailpafs av^ajf wtb a great noijiy anJfJk £ie-' 
mentsfifall ^elt 'with fervent J^edty and the 'E^fih ^ti 
foy and the Werks that afetbtr^y flmtfi^efurnt kf. 
Now it do& not becotiie a Wtfe ^d *a Good. 
God to be hafty in de^royiilg a Worid ^^jSft Hcf ' 

» has made; ^ 

• » ' *- , 

And dierefore to reconcile Gods .deftcoying 
the Wortd with his Effcncial AttiibiiteSi pf Wit. 
dom aad Goodne&> thelre - are two Tfaiuig^' ne- 
eeffaiy. 
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ifi. The iricorrirf&e Wickedtoefs of Maii^ 
iitid. A Wil^ Man will not immediately 
full down ' k iioufe he has built ^ till he.dif- 
covers Ibme irreparable decays in it : * Thu^ 
God jtftifies hi^ DeftruAioti of the OldWorld^ 
ftom the Univcrfal Corrapdon of Manners, 
4aul the incurable Wickednefi of it: Odd 
fttw the wickedneff ef man , that it was great 
Mm thd EarHk^ and that&Vtry ifnagihatittH of 
't%$ thoughts ef Ins heart ii^as cnljf evil centinually* 
And it repented tie Lord that he had made man ofi 
**the Earthy and it grieved him at bis hearts And 
4he Lo¥d faidy I wiU deftraj ntan whotn I have crea^ 
ted y from the face of the Earth , 6. Gtti. fj 
i6y 7. And this Was the only Reafon^ diat 
could be g^Ten to jufHfie fo /CJniverfaS 
a Deftntdbbn of Mankind y that they werd^ 
umyerfidly wicked y ' elxceptiiig one Righteous 
Famfly y which God prefevirjed : And if 
feems v^ probsiUe^ tli^t the General S&te^ , 
4>f ^ the World will be very wicked and cor-^ 
Vupt before die Final Deftru^on of the World 
IqrFirej for we can conoeive no other fei^ 
Ion why God ihould finally deftroy this Worldi 
but^o put an end to the inouraMe Wickednefi 
pi Mtfn. And (bis is the account the Scripturd 

fives us of it,* we find every Where a. 
eplorable Defcnprion of the Wickednefs <3f 
die Laft t)kysi in the Zafi Days perilous 
timet fitaUeom^: ; For men ( that h y the g^- 
necalitv of" Mankind ;) AiaU k lovefs of -their 
awn fiUfeSy covetous y boafieriy fronds blajfbtnier^^ 

K dip: 



■'••'•'' ■• - f ^ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



178 4 ^n»k4 Diiemfe mmrnng 

difibtdian to fsrents , maianJ^ul, mthofy, Ttntteut 
nannral afeSim, tmi4nruhrl^ fatfi m^CUftfii^ m- 
continmty fiiTcty diff^ff$ cfpbofe ttdtftrtHod^Hti^ 
tcrsy beady ^ bigb-mipdidy hvers ^f flm$fr€^ MMe 
sian lovers of God i ba'vkfg a fm9$ tf:g^in^Sj.i9f 
denying tbe f^tr th^ufy % Tim.^. i, *, 5,5|, 
;c. Thus St. Jud^ «^ U9, Tl^n 'fiat h^ nrnkeh 
^tn tbi lajt timefy v/bo 'P90$fd n^aik nficr timr 'mm 
Mngodly lufisy TCffe i8. And Sc Tmr^ H 'V^ 
• hea^d, (hatMi tbe lufiD^i ticre fiaU fo :^#r«» 
fayingy Where is the ,fremtfe ^ bUf t^mk^g} AiA 
finv Saviour hitnCett ^UtfoW IntliBffqs. M4»d(-to 
'Umverfal Decay diere Asll 1« loi Pfc^aiNl 
JFaith^ when he comes td ju^ge ^the IVorUv 
Ne^ertbelifs when th $m if M^ ^$9mby,fimJH$ 

tlfaitbmtbee4rtki,ii.l4ihe^ Pjkmwh^ 
fideUcy fhaU gi««fy prevaUia the WbrU 
fore the Day of Judgmei&t ; and hy llM» s 
$uJifbnUd loBg fwce. We hmtbaf ik'$k!i^ 
time. And thisi^ttfie of the Steta lidthlSf rtW 
Peftraaidn of Jer^dkm , afetd t>f tlt^jD^r^df 
Judgment ; Tbtv fimUm^ btugiiiJUdy ^eA fbd 
tfetrayene Mi^bery dnd fifiU iattW^'smihitr t uhtd 
vuiny falfe Prof bets fi^U rifey gnd fiwU^deeehfeimii^ 
ny. And heeauft Inififky fiMlI alSfiid y the Ufot^if 
many JhJI iP4ix cold. But he thbtjh^ epdtireMni 
' endy the f^me fimll be favcd, 04. JMblttfa.^20J i% 
IZy 13. 

, And therefore the DeChvAion of tfab 
World: by Fire^ whkli is the Prepatatioii-ito 
the Final Judgment ^ is repitCifiMd as ^tnrisH 
,^ediacc Vengeance on the Wick6dak& cf 

that 
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:. J^ of JjddgswiqnL - is, Not.fp 

World t^fl Tftbis wickedjj^s 

^J^urah^ and |)ali ,^e- 

{i» it the^fciiP/ the Wwt^y 

dnipj&^/ppy«r j^hewe he iik,ir. 

If prig he a^e-: ;Buc sMft 



9^ d^rqy |£e ^^ ^. ^, ^ 

^m, -i. ^Oo^ Iflqitthing moreen .nu«/ 

I) iyJ^ify 4^c vBnaji %ftni^Qn pf 4h« ,Wp4if J 

deftroypdj wmch viffi- 
Vprid , , iKfh&rein tb^ 
W vfaoiily; but th^ 
a^ly ; wicked aftef all 
QckI's^ Grace and ' l>re* 
J 'Wofldj fot ,then H 
i^nd toi th« State pt 
,^ti9r Propagatjoti ^t 
t> fimjmort .jiU H^tkW 



Hi 
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This (ecim to be die Rcafon why Nc^Si 
Flood did not put a final end to die Worl^^' 
fnd why God did not at diat dme call ^ 
Mankind to Judgment*; becauie dioug^ thb 
Wickednefs of tluit Qeneiadon of Men was 
fo Univerfal and lb incurable j diat it jiifi!- 
fied their Univer&l. Deftruaibn; yetGodhatd 
new Mediods of Grace ^ and hidden Tt&r 
fures of WifdOTi^ in relbnre fbt the reford- 
ing die World: And therefore thoudi he 
purged the E^th from its wicked uhafai- 
tancs^ he did not think fit tq put an end to 
die Race of Men 9 but preferred No(tb and 
liis Sons in the Ark (which was the on« 
ly Righteous Family dien Uving) to pro- 
pagate a new Generadon of Men^ v^m he 
would try widi new Methods of Grace: die 

' laft^ and moft admirable^ and moft elle^Sii^ 
Method of Grace was reienred fpt the laft 

' Timesj the Myfterious Incamadon of the 
Son of God, and the Power of Goipel-Grace. 
And when this alfo (hall have loft its ti^ 
ftA; when Adg^, and Infidelity^ and all 
manner of Wickednefs fAalt prevail; when 
the Church it felf ihall be over-nitt with 
Herefies, Schifms,. and a mere extemal Form 
of Religion, without the Power of itj^ wheia 
Men fhall walk after their own Lufts; when 
Faith {ball £in, Ini^yity abound, and the 
Loye of many wat c^ld, then the End is at 
hand; God- nas then tried what Mankind 
will prove , long coojlijp;h; and it is time, to 

£ut a Period to thi^ World, and to r!^e 
ace of Mankind, and '^caU' them all rd 

Judgment. 
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fu^gment. ff what fome Learned Men teadi 
M trae^ Hiat the Letters St Jcbn w^s com- 
msmded to writeto die Sereii Churches of 
Afia, ware Prophctick of die Seren diffe- 
reot^tatq^ of the Chriftiaii Churdi^ from die 
time of Ghrift/dU the end of the^Woild^ we 
find ihat dp i&cv laft State of die Churdi^ 
iff^ea Chrift win ffw her m rf hn Motai; 
diat is^ when he will pot a final, end to 
the Churdi on Earthy is reprefented by die 
Choidi of Lao£eea; i. Rev. 14, &c. " And to 
the Attiel $fthe Churet of the Laodiceans vrnte, 
Tbefe ttmgs faith tie Anten^ the faithful and true 
^IVHrnefs, the himming of the Creation of ^dd: 
I bt^ thy Jnlrhy that \how art neitter cold 
mr hot; I wetdd then wert cold or'^hot; fi- 
them, heeamfe thou art lukewarm , and neither 
cold fiar 'hety I wH ffewthee ot^ of mj Mouth. 
When a true Xcsl and Concernment for die 
JFaidi and Prance of Chrifiianity fidk m die 
Ghnrch^ and Atheifiiu and Infidelity^ and alt 
manner of IX^ckedneb prevails in die Worlds 
thefe are Prefagcs of the near approach of a fi- 
nal Jud^nont. * 

Now if dus be a fair and reafbnable Account 
of theDeflSruAion of die ^jcnld^ and^a Future 
Judgment^ we need not wonder diat Qod has 
^ppomted' to late a Day for it: Seven or Eight 
Thoiifand Years is no long dnie fi>r die diirad- * 
onofdieWorid; efpedaliv when we have had 
fuch a terrible* Example of God's JufHce and 
Veng^ce^ in ^&e Defttniftibn .of the Old 
World alrftidy* 



»o 
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j(du^. And thei^forej|pt no.l^.la^ 

?^> Spt yotr Gbdj, i?,in w ^^iMm 

tkui^fjn,.; that ^ the JDay fie w^y;iBE9^w^ 
for Jtw^ibnti fu^^ aif't^qe aie w^ 




for) 
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tSk Hbvirk>ngi<>^«^^c;h men may thSnk God 
^Wayf V y^ ^^ Judj^mtnt lingreth not, and their 
4mmmi^Mf^ip^ ^ Pet. 2. ;. Let us all re-* 

flf0nii}irr wlMT dyp Safiqur tells us^ If that e^if 
AmmU P^^P^ '^^ his hearty Hij JLord delay eth his 
^nSngi ^ P^^ legin^ to [mite hi: felloTi^jirvantSy 
4^^W 0lfd M»f^ *»^kk the drunken y the Eord of 
iJkat' fkr^^t P^ail come m a dayivhen he looketb not 
fbtiiffh ^ ^^ hour that be, is not a^are df^ and 
jUaUcitt ki^ j^iHd^y andjhaJl appoint him bis forti- 
^l^ii^ tlie iyfi>€rites'y there ^aBbtv>eefingandgn(^ 
h^ ofteetby 2^ Matth. 48. 

/|e Is no AigMiehtthat Jadgi 
irfay off, becaufe vtitn ariJ. fttmt 
ir-thellsfittig^ of ' it, foi^t 
a»WoiWV, the fit^ttfi\ii 

^^ nty am- ^ejfidmdtit 

tHeffi • ' tbty ftiall feaft -bf/aU^ 

it' mat needs %cwhen the Wo 

*ver-«nvrithAtheifmaiMT^^Kty; andeh^rer 

fern tfie !)^^|u«%mtiit'«'feidV(> come lihi^ 

f^Jn the ini^iy that is, fuddekly, and by lurr 

prize, when we are gfleep and fecure, jyid leaft 

ftfiWSk It, » x' 3%ef. ^ 2, 4! '2 P^rer. ;• 10.,^ As 

^mSt dircWerts^ihe Church of .Sardisy ;. J^evel^ 

^^ ^ pbe&fm thoH (halt not y^Mcby I oi^ill corns g» 

thee^ athief^ aiidtbuu fi^hnot Mo-yi^'what ho»rJ 

Witt comltifin thei. Thtis'^. ^^^^^- 17 9 f^^ 

iCfcrift tells us that thi^^ pay of .Juc^meiit^ 

'Of thee/mif^oftbe Son if [Man ^ ^ is like tB 

dayt of Niai. Far as in tbe days thai were 

^ore tbe fioU y tbey^eretating and drinking^ 

N4 marrying 
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9funyfi% and giving in marriage until the. day. tbxi 
j!Toabentred ifttft the arky ana knew not nmiltbt^ 
fiood camff and took them all away^ fo JhaU the com*, 
ing of the Son '^ man he. The lilfe we have^ xj; 
Jjike 26y ^7- tp which he adds the I>eftruAi<m 
of Sodom i liknvife alfo it woe in tie days of Let^ 
they did eaf^ they drank, the; Ifopght, thy fM, thoy. 
f Untidy they built ; hut the fam^ imy that Lot wen$. 
cut of Sodomy it rained fire and hritf$fifine.from tiea^ 
yeny and defiroyed them aU : even tbm^ it JhaU he im 
the day when tbp Son of man h feyeakdy 28^ 29^ 
30. 

(2t) . This e:8:adly^giie^ wit|i wfafulhaye now 
^ifcouxfed^ That God will not defiroy the World 
dfl t^ Wickednisls of Mankind i$ alm>ft uniTcr*^ 
fal and inqirablf; $>r if this be true^ Gpd cano0t 
^eilrov the WocLd till meQ ane fopsre 49d ktSr 
lefs ot |udgmem ^ .that is^ 4II they* are fudi A^ 
theifts and Infiaek^ fo iouners'd in Se^nal Ple^r 
ftiresy fo giv^ri up to a Reprobate ^ebfe , that 
they have no Thoughts of Gpd ao4 another* 
Worlds nof ai^y cons^empiefit fqr afnture Ji]4gr 
pient, ^ . . t 

Till t;he generality of Mankipid are come to 
this lecure uate^ (hey are not fp hpp^leis, npr fy 
Qutra^pufly and irir^coyerabl]^ wicl|;o^ ^ to prp;^ 
roke God tp a fipal deftru^on pf thp world % 
^ Sienfe of Gpd, and (he Fe;(r. of Jud^nent 
will refltrain the wicfepdnefs of M2inHln4^ aod 
ina^e them more inodeft and caujdous, giue 
pheck (p their Vices^ alarm an^^i^akenthek 
Confciences whether they wilh or nft j while 
^i? fpnfo and bfli^f i§ preferred in'the world, 

there 
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^imnidtbeagreatinaiiyGood-Metij vthS 9 
great many mbr^ who pretend to JHety and Vif-^^ 
Ctie : And tfad there may be hete and iherean 
Atheift * aihong them^ thb is lipt confideraUe $ 
jim does not make the ^te of Mankind hope-^' 
fefi and de&bratis ; aod does not come up 46- 
the defcripocta of AoCe. times when God will de« ' 
ftioy and jadge die World. 

And to ol^rve this by the by ; this is the tfue- 
Account why the Judigmefits of God in d^ 
Worlds either upon Private Perfens or Publick* 
Societies^ Kingdoms; aitd Nations^ furprizemen 
when diey are moft fecure^ siid think leaft of 
Jodgmmtj wiien^ as the Prophet JjFereiwyfpeaks, ' 
liiy ay feacty fiaety Ti^ben itkre is no feacey 6^Jtr.' 
14. 1 heed n<yt tell you^ that this is not to takeusf 
at anadTantsfg«^asawrakEnemy fdmedmesddes/ 
who wants ftreng^ and power to hurt us,/bot^ 
Qpon a fiirprize j for no tmneTy all the Sinners 6i 
theWoiid cannot Wift God's Pow^r, thb* they 
had never fo much warning to inake their de^ 

fence. :'-.;■•* ■ * - 

«;' Nor is it that God takes fo much i^eafure »£ 
pnnifliini; us^ and ih e:cecu:ti0g' his Judgments 
npon the worMf diat he wiA give us no waimng' 
ctit; diatwe may not prevent it by a ttmelyiRiP 
peiunce^ and makeoor Peace wkhnimj foriie is; 
Infinitely good ajidmerdbl} he delists t6 dor 
'gobd^ and to^fhiew^Mercy^ bistji!dgmenc^s:^*ic 
mrng^ work j and he tetfdhfidfthtly dcnci;:*- 
cedms Jidgmerits agaihff incorrigible Skin::o| 
i£ they woiS&'believe himi ^and take wzntciq 
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wlikt » lifoQiemitf find hmv^M'^ JrtMi*. 

Sils which milM tbom iip( f3ij«i^i«^ ^^4 
«0l hm liiflhr Gb^ (o ^ hli hmdl ftnir UviiBRW 
have made <faemalfoi0c9W;> .£if|Kthwlpift 
IhvMd away all BilMF ff Qo^/niM IwFrchi- 
dMc^ and a Futarn Jiitaei« i % hav» (imcA 
away the fenft ot tlkpfei^^vbw, Sins nduatt 
theyaitt guilty of i<it ao iMfef|h$i9|iri!Mi0« 
.«Qre> diey have hy <he hidp of ^^^iMfni atf 
Sttperftitioa, iffio«$U«d the h^»» of HsatboL 
and the fenfe of God'^lore mi wr<m, with «fie 
pra^ioe of tho otoft Morplqiag Iq^iiMJM; Tbfit 
% dswrloTd tik> Sift fii i»ad9>i|^aiplM«M> and 
1^ there is Utde hope ^ iheywSemrf^ 
fike thdr ^os; and thfe mA^ tjaaskviry fic«» 
he the Exaraplas of God'i J^oe aad I>iii)tei» 
iitfe. 

And die 0une Account is to be g^Tcn of thft 
Bayof JIudgoicot: It wall fui|)ri3» ;|iien ai % 
Thm in ^ Nte^t ,* not hecwTe they nonr 
heard that God woi4d jud^ theWwld ; jforGod 
has iiiffieiflaify declared dus, aadr9veoiii(hni» 
ly notaceto^preiare lor it; hot men will at tfatt 
dmehav^fiiinefl aiwiqr the bdtef of a <iiod, im 
of a Jodgmmr to cocney or have laid tfab Bdisf 
alleep widi foAie intoiiQatiqg Superftidons and 
l^orttalities; and this is^liopd^ and mcedm" 
^Ue a ftate, that ttmalKsictitteforGodto 
Jitdgfe the Woild. 

2. And 
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|. ^4:th|« jga^y. g^vc fonje prol>^ble Accdqnt 
^ V^hy'^.tfift Day of Judgtiient is deferred fp 
3ng^ as fooie Men are ape to Ipeak Cthou|^ God 

xe&fon to d^nk It long, 
pfttheV are able to giv^ 
^e l&eta receive) ana 
of Judjg;meiit is cori<&&^ 

Judgment; condnues inr 
te a greiit many g^cd^ 
i Wickednefs < aod Im- 
id as you have heardj 
die .World while it isf' 
iverable State; but the' 
It ^as Men .are apt tot 
afe.and Belief of it^ and; 
^d without fear and r^| 
t jt 9nd: theii ip is time for. jSod to judge ^^e 




ifli ff (aod . fixes and determines the Day . 
^gw^^?Uj)9» the forefight of fuch a Ge-.- 
Impiety ^ ! wiU deferv^ a final excifioh, 
Go^caIm6^ reveal this to the World: For one^ 
W^wld ^tinki^ impoflible,' did the World know 
€%., nefor^isuEui , , but the - Agis? of Judgment - 
'&^if!i^ be the mpfi Devout, and Reli^pus Age^ 
tfi^ j&vcr had been from the bcgmning of; 
t|c. world; and then that woitld not be a! 
f\% dme to deftroy the World; . and God ; 
^\^ not forefee it the properefl time of Judg^J 

•/,X^i5^uipd3ntIy 1^^ us all. 

rt^riable Evidence and Affurance that he will 
judge the Wortd; but there is iio reafon-to. tcU 

'' ■ ' tti. f- • - ..' .; i .v.. / . :. OS' 
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lis at what particular time he wiU judg; th«. 
w^U; nay, it is not fitting that we ihould 
knov^it. 

Had Men known fome Tjioufahd Years ago, 
tow long the Day of Judgment fliould be de- 
ferred, it had fd much weakned the Argument 
of a Future Judgment,^ by ribmovihg it a great 
way off, diat the^ World mjight much betteir 
liave dtferved to be deftroyed at any other 
time,' than in fikelihood it would do, if Men 
certainly knew the time when the Day of 
Judgment coines: And if die'.geheral Belief of 
Jiidfipient will not make us good Men, it i^ not 
dt that we fhoul4 certainly know the rime of 
Judgment, no more than that vs^e ihould know 
the time of our Death, or be converted by a fight 
, of HeArenorHqlL . / ^-'^ • 

God referves <his as a Secretin his. own" 
Breaft, which neither Men nor Angels Ihall' 
. toiow i which is the beft way to make the 
Belief of a Future Judgment eficdual upon 
>*ail Ages of the'Worid, e(pedally fmce that^ 
cxjprels Revelation .which the Gofpel * has 
made of it. This InftrucSbioh our Saviour 
faiimfelf gives us. That fmce we know not 
the Day of Judgment, we fliould always watch, 
and be ready prepared for it. Watch tbtre-^'l 
ffrcy fw ye know mt what Hoter yom Lord do^B' 
jcome: But know' this y that if the good Man 
if the Houfe had knoytm in what Watch the Thief 
Ti^ould comey he would have watched, and wowi* 
npt have juffered his Houfe to be broken ' up j 
therefore^ be yt atfo ready y for in fmh an Hour 
4f :ye*thiwk not, the Son' of Mdnconkth^- 
•" ji4.Matth. 
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if. Matth. 4t, 455 44- J^ >f iWs. was goo^ 
Adrice in oUr Saviour's 4^ys, it more neuAy 
concerns us^ on whom the End of the World |s 
come. '../•_ I , ] -.'•■]' 

. (4.) There, i^ phe thing niore I (hall: obferv^ 
fix>mthis D^courfe^ N'ot to be criffiuided^ tho' 
yqu fee Atheai^ and Infid^it^r prevail in tti^ 
World, and tiie^.tme (bhriftian Faith begin to hil^ 
and the Love of itiany 'wax cold:, l^ositmuft 
^e^towdShds the end of the World j and if wenow 
lee the beginnings of it^ it is no great Wonder. 

This is indeed, a great Temptation to Mea 
who are governed by Examples^ to hear die 
firft Principles of. Kefig^n x^d in auefti- 
on, and die great Fundamental Arddes of 
our Faith ; made matter of Bifpute and Con* 
^v^ijri^ ' Rttie$ of' life xih 

diq^ef y jUF, '^efe diing^ 

%ouId ^ould never come 

to iia firoy a fielievii^ 

;awd E \ lefe a Righteous 

iVorid^ and Saints. Ang 

if it be. our Gordon to fell into the jDregs of 

ere|ha&be 
'n lujgodljf 
more t^aa 
irds the end 
ought hoi 
y no mor9 
>es: ,Let u^ 
[»isnforSixj 
Oarcyrs am 
V'prefervea , 
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I^o APra£HeaiDJfimrfi^cmeefAg 

' 'it againft A the Powecs ana '€yppMtSi6lSs bfjf fe 
WorM; how khsatibmxfttd over P^g^^ 
lames^ and wMch is more d^ that, fil- 
mnph'd orer the Lofts and Vices of the Wdira^ 
in ^e Exeniplary Self-denia! 
pnA Divine ^and Heatt^ < 
ksPreMR>^* And.ijiiis: I dunl 
incnt'ofits.OiVinity^ as may 
tlieWit^ ajsd'Raateiy^ andin 
fi^d i^^ aqdl^d^auc^ 
te#e tbem^dBrtt been jthe 3cQt 

'Mankind 

« 

IirT^HlSDayGodl 

X ncral ttojrof J 
judge die whole, Woild : 
£immoned before die 1 
be Tribd^ and Condenu] 
Genend AflemUy of Mic 

What an amazing Sigjht wil^diis btf? T^p 
fee all Mankind fait oat: of thei^ Gra^^ 
and appear before didr Judge! OTo bay^ 49I 
View of the whole Race of Hen, .6f 
(ucceffiTe Geneiatk>ns fiom ^J^ to ^. 1 , ^^ 
of die Worid! Such an/Afliaaibly ^.ne^ 
was b^ne^ never will bejdit tl^ dav^, ao^ 
Bever will be after it: Could we took Qii» 
imconcemed ^)edbiton « diat 6zy^ wtm sl^l 

En^- 
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JkfUM* vime^jmiAi hdcc ibe , oidjr 10 ^^ all 
ii/bajMtibiiaisiSt ; kll theiMen lof 99stiat and 
Mfttb^m^ whott iEvcsc'h Iredotded- in SMcf, 
^j^AHudveffigoaKzedititpoDfiiiToi in idheir fiirend 
Jt^fH fa9rtIloirtBiBqr!aAd¥ifip]e,:and\l/Sfilom« 
mA VlKlodr:}.dr raking 'be W ^i£r Vices j hit 
'diil llSfi b« tto dmeto cMtffie our O^iofitjr^ 
vbc&^»Ta^>niB^ to iccene'oiuriEinai Doom. 
, §c^lbASe«onc«nu<ti»atpidenc«odnwaiiodMr 
Scene of Tliing$j aac^coilDl^ehow:difl^«Bt* 
hr men will appear at tlie Day of Judem^, 
? fr >B H whi fc 1heyrH6 infthis'World. Wei&dlfee 
aftMuifcJoA totethdr rife iHAtdieir own^o^ 
^^(^ladlMusliatdK^ wne, ^(yet^Mn^ 
«tii "rnaf^mk^ Ub, «h^ «eiJfo look altogethersjs 
ibcy NU J 'thefft /wiil 'Belibme jcteuigd in titelr 

IViffi0B^nadi;pK«^ntty diSeoeiic Atf and AfydA 
'ftOiAeiliL 1 ' '. , , ' 

We may eafily unagineiftaeiUiMifts and Ia> 
fidels, who hare difputed reiy Subdlly and Phi> 
te&phidrityia|^unft «r<9od vaad Rdl^on » and 
bntte iiKMqr a'Witty.Jeft «pon Heaven and 
Hdli wilM hoc a'litde amazed^ when they 
-fludlfiMfl^ihcbBlaktfbpiiy-oQtt^ed, and their 
lefts iqt^^Knled '1>y die Afipeatanoe of theit 
Jodge. 

whactSiixntize and'Axoniflimetic will then be 
iinaitt the looks of iectffeSi^eers, whenever 
•hoo[^-of IbdgniBat/ but reckoned themfelves 
innx^itfii,'%y-bainttng«he 'Thoughts of it! As 
if God .WDidd' toot, lodge tSxttHf uidefs they 
thought of being judged. 

The 
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ipi A Fraaital Difc9i&ft iWKtr^lbig 

The hrare and die bold SiimeiSy who mod^ 

ed at Fear^ efpedally at the^Fear of God^ as a 

bafe and unmanly Paffion, will not be able t^ 

conceal dieir Feais then ;. but erea dioie nig^ 

^ty HgetotSy the great Diftnrbers of Mankind 

; who can/d Fear and Terror inthdr Looks^ and 

ma^e the World dremble befooe diem^ wSI dien 

iland trem^ing. before their. Judge^ and ad u 

the rocks imd nHnmtainst9faU m tbm^ and Me itam 

.from tie wrath eftbe Umb. 

On the Other hand/ widi what Triumph will 
Good Men lift up their heads j.die poor^ diede- 
Anfed^ theperfecoted^ the reproached^ die vilt- 
ned Worihippers of die Crucified Jefiis^ and die 
Difciples ot theCrofs? Their Sorrows will dien 
fly away like die %ades of Ni^tatdieappcoadi 
of die Sun^ dieir Tears will be dried np^ and we 
lliall fee nothing but fecure Joy gtre Ltntrc'^aad 
£ii£^ne{s to tl^u: Looki 

We are extx^emely impo&d on hy the pieldnt 
.appearance of things ; Vice looks ga^ and'beld^ 
and fearlefsin this worlds and Virtue many 
times as mean and contempdUe as Ihjuftic&and * 
Oppreffion can make it^ that it would be of 
ereat ufe to }is fometimes to remove the. Seen^ 
Kom thisWorld to the Day of J^udgmeht,' when 
all Mankind (hall appear together j the greateft 
Appearance that ever was ; and therefore it is 
much more confiderable how we ihall appear 
then> than how we appear in this 'World. / ^ 



But 
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6ut thp Enquiry heri i^^ . Wliy G OD judges 
Ml the world at once^.^nd funimoii^ ^U Mankind 
together to receive their Final Sentence ? Now 
that God will do fo is Very plain ,• why he does 
itj he has not told us j but Whoever wifely con- 
fiders this Matter, will difcovei* great and 
excellent ends Which may be ferved by fuch a 
publick Judgment j and that niay fatisfy us th^t 
there is gt^eat reafoii Why God Ihould do it * ana 
thefe may be referred to two General Headw i 
I. With refped CO God himfelf. 2. With refpeft 
to Meh^ both Good slnd Bad Mejfi. 

1. With refpe<a to God j And this tfniverfal 
Judgment greatly tends to advance the Divine 
Name and Glory. 

I. As I Wilted to yoii bfefore, tHs will juftjfy 
the Divine Providence , and difplay all thi 
Various Wifdoni , and expound and unriddld 
all the fecret Myfteries of it: When God 
tomes to judge the World ^ It \s to juftify 
bimfdf 3 as well sis to judge men i for what 
St. Vaul fays, is mioft properly applicable to 
theLaft Judgment, Let God he true^ anV eve- 
ry man a liar ; as it #i ii/ritten. That thoU might-^ 
€p^ he jufiifed in thj fajings ^ and migbt-^ 
ifi overcome ii^hen thou art judged^ ^. Rom, 
4. And St. Judem^kes this one great end of 
the lift Judgment, Tie Lord JhaB come with 
ten thoufand of his Saints , to execute judgment 
itpon kj5, to convince all that are $ingodfy amon^ 
them i of all their unzodl) deeds whicfi tbe^ 
barve- imgtidlf coiHniitted ^ ahd of aH their 
Ififtd Jfeeches iiibieb iingofy Siwms bwe* Jpoken^ 



Digitized by^VjOOQlC 



,?94 ^ Prdlual Difcmrft Qonceming 

againjt biw^ Ju4t 14, ]^ j. How many fuch hard 
Speeches do .we daily hear agaiaft tKe Divi0i^ 
ProyicJeAce I and how hard are .Good men^wh^ 
kiiGW but little of" the matter, put to it to anfwer 
die Cavils and Reproaches of Atheifts and Infr- 
dels ? We can indeed fay enough in general to 
y Indicate the. Divine Wifdom, and Juftice, and 
Goodnefs ; but there are a thouiand particular 
rC^fps which feem ^erv hard , which we can 
jay nothing to, becau^ we know noticing of 
Itlaem. 

But when all the World Ihall be fummon^d 
- before God's Tribunal, all the Ages and Gene- 
rations of men^ we ihall then have a perfed Hi- 
ftory of Providence, aijd that will expowdtfee 
Realbns of Things, which are npw obfifuv^. 
When we fhall hear how every particular man, 
every Age apd GeneratioJi?..o(f li4en> every 
Cpuntrey and Njation haye be^^ved th^fely^ 
^nd how God d^alt with them j what Tale;at3 
they were entruftefi with;, and what a/CQoimi: 
diey give J then all Moutl^s will be ft^^fH>^ 
and the whole World wiUbeqomp guilty befojc-qj, 
God, }. Rom. xsf. Then we (ball fee an entir-c 
Chain of Providences, and all the various ^d 
intricate Turnings oi the Divine Wifdom 10 its 
different Forms and Admiijji^ratious, but ftill 
witliin the Sphere and. Circle of juft^e.. abd 
Goodnefs. ' Hpw ihajl we then admife GOD, 
when we fliall fee all thefe wonderful and W.r 
rious Scenes unfplded 1 wh^n we ihall . ob^ 
terve the gradual ^pd regpW Advaaces- of 
Goqdn?A iA. the ftiv^al Agss pf the ^Y^ld^ 
prouomqned. to^ (be yimk. *94 dapa^tie^^ of 
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Men, till it camai to thelRiU Maturity ind jPer- 
fcStioh of Gofpel-Grace! A^hat V delightful 
Pi:bfpeia will this be to good Men! how will it 
enlarge their Knowledge! increafe their Won- 
der! inflariie their Devotions! How Will it con^ 
found bad Men, elpecially all the Proph^ne 
Scoffers at G6d and his Providenpel How will 
this aggravate and. increafe their Torments, 
that they will be forced to adtoirc and jufM- 
fy*God in their own Damnation, which muft 
turn all their kage and Fury upon themfelves! 

This is Reafon enough why God fhould 

}*udge the World all together, to jufUfy him- 
elfto all his Creatures, and to make a glo- 
rious Difcpvery of all the Wonders and My- 

Heries of his Grace and Providence: Good 
Men fee enough at prefent to admire and 
praife^ God : But now, as St Pa$il tells us, fTe 
kno'W in part ^ c<ni wt frofbefj in fart: But 
ovben that which is P^^^ ts come , tbtn that^ 
which is in fart (haU be done awaj. When J 
was a Childy I hake ss a Child j I underfiood ai 
a Child y I thought as a Child: But when I be^ 

^ came a Ma^y I fut away childijh things. For 
now we fee tbrotdgh a Glafs darklj; but then 
Face to Face : Now I know in fart^ but thenjhad 
I knoH^ even at alfo I am inownp i Cor. 15. 9, 
10, li, 12. The Divine Wifdom will never 
appear fo Glorious as at the Day of Judg- 
iheht, becaufe it will neVer be to perfed^ 
known, as then when he fliall <^ome to be glo- 
rified in his Saints ^ and admired in aU theni 
that believe, a. TheC X. lo. Whit g)pd Mad 
wookl nor long to iee that Bkffcd D^ty^ 
Qt whicH 
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196 A PraHical Difeourfe concerning 

which will perfed hiis Soul with the Knowlede^, 
and LoVe, and Admiration of Godj and give 
him fuch clear, raifed, and . Divine Thoughts 
and Paffions, as are fit for Heaven, and the 
impiediate Prefence of God 5 whither he is a 
going ? What wife Man will riot refolve to be 
/very good, that at that day he may fee the 
Glory of Gfod without Terror and Aftoni(h- 
ment^ with all thofe Raptures and Extafies 
. with which fuch new and bright Appearances 
©f fihe Divine Wifdom will fill the Soul^ 

t 2« God fummons all Mankind toe:eth6r to 
.Judgment, that Men and Angels may be Wic- 
.neflbsof his equal and impartial Juftice. We 
,are all dually God's Creatures, the Rich and 

the Poor, the Honourable and the Vile, the 
J Prince and the Subjed are alike to him i and 
.Juftice requires that they fhould be alike i that 
- the juft Judge of the World fhould refpeft lio 
Man's J^rfon in Judgment. Now there is no 
^fuch way' to convince all the World that God 
Tis an Equal and Impartiar, that is, a very Jult 
.and Righteous Judge, as to judge all the World 

fiogether^ . for. then they' themfelves may fee 
• whether God be Partial oj" not. 

l?ut there^is a great deal more I nieanby 
t\\]S^ {of .'tfie Providei^ce* of God in this 
World IS /very liable to " the Charge of Par- 

,kialityj, thgt. he has. riot an equal Regard to 
all his Cccvuresj I ^d not mean with refe- 

.rence tQ.\tbHr F6ri;une and Station "^m this 
WotW^ jj^'at Jome ar.e Rk^ otliers Poor^j fome 

' Pj;ii\ce# l^hi'Kobks ^entfufted with great' Pow- 
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' crs ; others SubjeAs, and expofcd to the Wills. 
and Lufts of I^rinces, for this is more eafily ac- 
counted Yor^»foch different Ranks of Men being 
neceffary to good Order and Government la- 
the World : But I mean with refped to their 
Souls/ and their Eternal State j that God has 
not taken equal care to inftrud all Mankind in 
their Duty^ to acquaint theiA with the danger 
of Sin^ and the Rewards and Punilhments. of > 
the next Life, and - the Certainty of a Future 
Judgment J and this is too vifible to be denied, 

God fuffered Mankind to fall into Tdclatr}^; • 
and wbehthey had corrupted their Natural No- 
tions of Good and 'Evil, lent no Prophet among 
them to inftrud them better; and when after 
feme Ages he called Abraham out of Ur of the 
<^baUeesy and. having tried his Faith and Obedi- 
ence, entred into Covenant with him; yet he- 
confined his Covenant to his Pofterity, whom 
he chofe for his peculiar People, and took.no 
vifiblfe Care of the reft of the World; and tho* 
this was a great Priviledge of IJrael iabbve the 
reft of Mankind, yet the Mofaics^ Law was but 
a weak and imperfe A Difpenfation, but a child- . 
i(b Pedagogy, and the Jewifly Church but in cha 
State of Servants, -or of an Heir under Age. 

' »And thoiigb God did at laft fend Chrift in- 
to the World to make a perfed Revblation of 
his Willy yet it was towards the «rid of the 
Wbrldj^ ind what a wonderful difference has 
thi^ made between thofe who en)oy the Light 
gf the Gofpel, and the reft of Mankind; 

O 3 as 
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as if chey had not all the fame Maker^ or were 
not equally his Creatures: And yet how little a 
part of the World is there ftill^ which have the 
Gofpel Preached to them j and how much lejs, 
whicli have it fmcerely Preached ? - 

The Juftice of God, I confefs, cannot be im- 
peached upon this Account, for God was nqt 
wanting to any of them in what was necefla^ 
ry;. he made them reafbnable and underfiand- 
ing Creatures, gave them fufficient Natural 
Evidence of his own Being and Providence : 
and the Natural Notices of Go«l and Evil, and 
/the Natural Expedations of Rewards and Pu- 
niihments, which St. Taul tells us is enough to 
render them inexcufable; That the invijibk tUngs 
ef God from the Creation of tie Wcrldy are known by 
the things that are feen^ even his Eternal Power and 
Godheady fo that they are without Excufiy i. Rom. 
%o. And what is more than this, is pure Grace, 
which* God may ^ive or deny, when or where 
he pleafes: Nor is the Qoodnefs of God, and 
Care of his Creatures to be blamed upon tliis 
Score, for in every Age he did what was wife 
and fit to be done,- for the feveral Ages of the 
World, rcquirecf different Difpenfations of Graces 
and -in the fulhefs of Time^ when the World 
was prM)arec[ for it, he fent his Son. But yet 
we hiuft confcfi. That God has done more for 
Jews than he did for Nteathens, and more for 
Chriftians .than he did for either; which is an 
0bje<5^ion that troubles the Minds even of ibm? 
Good Men, who do not thoroughly confider 
things^ and darkens and obfciire^ tb^ir Not^onf 
of the Piyiiie Gppdnefs. 
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And when all the World is met together t6 
Judgment, it feems at firft view to be a very 
plauiible Ol>jeiftion> That God has not dej^It 
equally with them all, efpeciaily when their E* 
ternal State depended on it ; and the want cf 
diofe Means of Grace which God afFordedothery, 
though he owed them to neither, made no left ^ 
difference between them , than Heaven and 
Hell 

This indeed is a very great Difficulty ; but I 
doubt not but the equal Juftice of the Laft Judg- 
ment will anfwet it ; for otherwife I cannot 
imagine that God willfummon all the world to- 
gethcir before his Tribunal, if he did not intend 
to. deal equally by all : The Laft Judgment will 
not be over-ruled by Power ind Sovereign Pre- 
rogative, for that removes no.Ob;edions, but 
only niences them j whereas <5o*d at the Laft 
Day will juftify himfelf, as well as judge the 
World ; and therefore wljatever difference and 
variety there has been in the e:j^ter0al Adniini- 
ftratlbn of his Grace ,• the Final Judgment fhall 
»be very equals and he will appeal to Men and 
Angels for the Equality as well as for the Justice. 
ofit. ' * • 

' How God WfH bring all thefe UnevennelTes 
6f his -Grace andProvidencc to ah Equalitj^ ' Is 
feitd for us tafdr j biit ^t we know there ar6 
^oinfie perfSble ways of doing it^ To make grdsjc 
Alteements and AHowanceS for invincible 
Ignorance and' MSftafce, for the Faults ?rid 
:Mifcarri^ges t)f Education ,* for the Wicked- 
Inefs and iCorruption of the Age Whei'din 
iwen* live, and- for want of the Means, 

o 4 . oS: 
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of Grace and Knowledge ; and to exad Tm« 
provernents proportionable to our Receipts^ an4 
to thofe greater Advantages we enjoy ,• zin^ to ' 
encrpafe andleflenRewardsand Punifhments by 
thefe Meafures, will bring tnen pretty near an 
equal Level, according to qur Saviour's Rule, 
Tlat Servant wbicjb knew his tord*s willy and fre^ 

. fared ppf J^i^felf^ neither djd af^gr^ing tg bis willy 
Jhail^e keaten with ntani firifes. But be that inew 
not y and did commit tlings worthy cf firifes y (hall 
be beaten with ftw ftrites. For unto wbcmfcever 
much is ^iv^9 ^f ^i^ J"^^^ ^^ much recfuired j and 
to whom men have copnnitted muchy of him $beji will 
a\k the ptore y 12. t-uke 47, aS. So much are 
thqfe Nominal Chriftians miugken, who are fb 
far* from thinking that God expe<^s more from 
them than from ignorant Headiens, that they 
hope to efcape with thofe Vices for which they 

,^ thcmfelves think fit that Heathens Ihquld be 
damned : No, Beloved, God will judge all the 
World together i and that is a Demonftratipid to 
me that he will be very equal in his Juftice,- and 
then he muft demand mor^ from Chriftian^thafli 
from Heathens^ becaufe we hav^ received 

J. A General Judgment is moft for the Glory 
of God, in punifliing Bad Men, and rewarding 
the Good ; when a whole world of $inn?r5 ftand 
trembling ^efor£ GQd*3 Tribunal , and re^^ive 
their Final Popm and Sentence irroiii his ^(>Uthj 
this is a mqre vifible Tqumpli ipf his jHftice^ 
than had they all filently drdpt into Hell ^ a^ 
they went 'put of tji^s world ^ .and we iiad 
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hcafd no more of them to Eternity. The Wif- 
dofti of all GovenimentB has taught them 
the ncceffity of Publick Eiecudons j and when 
God would make himfclf known in the World, 
he executes fome publick and vifible Judgments, 
which may command our Notice and Obfer- 
vance : Thus he did when he fparcd Pharaoh 
from the Deftrudion of f hofe numerous Plagues 
he fent on Egyft^ and referved him for a mere 
glorious Execution, when he overthrew him and 
all his Hoft in the Red Sea : Thus he did when 
he fent Fire from Heaven to deftroy SoJont and 
Gmtorrab ; and in numerous other Inftances : 
Thefe terriblQ Executions indeed are intended 
by God as publick Warnings to the Worlds to 
teach men to fear God, and reverence his Power 
and Juftice, and prevent their own Ruin by a 
timely Repentance : Now this end they cannot 
ferve in the other World, when the Pevil and 
hi; Angels, and all bad men are involved in' the 
fame Ruin, and there are no Sinners left to take 
warning, and to learn Righteoufhefs by i( :. But 
Saints and Ange|s are SpeSators and Witnefles of 
(he Vengeance, and adore and praife the Righ- 
teous Judge of the world ; and Devils and all 
wicked men fee and feel it too, and tremble and 
fly before him, are forced to cpnfefs his Power 
gnd Glory , ;though with Anguiih and Defpair. 
This is a glorious and vifible Triumph over 
all his EnefpieSi 9M all the Powers of Dark-* 



And 
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And how glorioui ts God in his Saints^ wheil 
he {Niblickly^ rewards their Faith and Patteifbe^ 
th6ir Obedieftce and Sufferings for his Name 
fake; when in the fight of all the. World hit 
doaths them with pure lights and I'eceiTes thett 
into his Eternal Kingdom ; the Glory of God 
h the Publick Maniteftation of his JuAice^ and 
Goodnefs^ and Power ; how there cannot hoi 
marc unqueftionaUe Demonftration of the iiK 
flexible JuiBoe of God^ than the final JDeftruaii- 
on of the Devil and Ins Angels^ and all widced 
men ; there cannot be a more glorious Manife^ 
ftation of the (joodnefs of God^ than in the Fi^ 
nal Rewards of Piety and Virtue ; and nothing 
can be more publick and yiTible, than that which 
is done before all the world* And this makes it 
reafonable for God to fummon all the world be- 
fore his Tribunal, to make htmfelf vifibly glori^ 
ous to all his Creatures. 

God has been gieatif di(h6ncured in the 
World ; fome have denied Us Being and Provi- 
dence, others have fet up Rival and Oppofite 
Gods, and given his Worftip to I>evils, t<^ 
Dead Men , to Wood and Scone, nay, to th^ 
vflelft and moR, contemptible Ci^eatures } others, 
have framed very unworthy Notions of G6d ^ 
and doathed him with their own WeakneiTe^ 
and Pafficms, made him eid^r a Tytant^ And k 
DevU^ or fuch a tame, eafy, fond Being, as 
men may make bold with wid^ut daii^r-^ 
others prophtne his Name, corrupt his Wrt^ 
iUp, or negleA and defpife it : Some think 
. themfelves t6o big to ferve God, others too lit- 
fle«> be obfervM by himj fome ridicule his 

^?ws. 
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J^aws, otheis take no .notice of them; ai^ 
there are very* ifew who are fincere Wprihip-r 
pers of him 3 and acknowledge aod fubmkto 
his Authority and Power j and when God has 
been fo much dilhqnoured in the World, 1 
think it is very fit, that when he judges Ae 
Wo^^ld, he piouM vixxdicate has own Glorjr,. 
makei; publickand viiil^Ie^ and force all lusi 
Creatures to own and cohfefs it/;, and the mo^ 
eiFedual wav to d6 thisi, is by fummonipg a]^ 
Manldhd before him^ aijul judgmg.tlK^ accord- 
ing to their Works. Thus we lee what Reaibn 
(h^e is^ with refped to Gpd^ why he ihotdd not 
judge Men fmgly, and fend them privately an^ 
iilently to Heaven or H^eli, but a{^int a gene-^ 
ral Day of Judgment. . - 

JL There is greafReafon for this too^ wWi 
refped to Men^ both to good andto bad Men; 
for this is p»t of the Reward of Vlrtuie, and of 
the Pum0toint of Vice, . 

Many good, Men nave been^ u(e^ with tfae^ 
utmpil O^itempt and $com ^ if they canoot 
comply with their Company^ and do as ^idr 
Neighbours do j if they boggle at popular ana 
fkfhionable Vices ^ they are ga^ed <>n,as:ib 
many Comets and Prodigies^ and would be . 
contented to be i^azcd on,, were (ihev.asfitjr 
out of die reach pfdanger tpo^as 0ip& Metppis 
are j* fome catt them FqoIs, pihejrs^S^aves aii^ 
Hypoprites^ zn^yc^tth^ accordingly: Aii4 
'is it not fit that GO ID mould^ vindica^ tbele 
Men^ who have fufferedtnlTamy and Repsoadh 
for his l^e? th^ he jhonld puBlK:my own 
^1% a^pldttdanl uewarfi their Virtue:^ And 
.'•''' .' * what 
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what a Glorious Vindication is this, if M^e can 
but have Patience to exped it: What.^ little 
contemptible Scene is this World, nay , this 
little corner of the World where we livej for 
whether we be Praifcd or Reproached, it is 
likely we are never heard of out of t]he Parifti 
and Neighbourhood, or City, or Kingdom, 
where we live j and can't we be contented to 
let a whole F^rifli, or City, or Kingdiom de- 
fpife us, to be oublicyy owned by God ill the 
General Aflembiy of Men and Angels ? 

Good Men do a great many good. Jtftions 
privately, . which few oc none are confcio'us to, 
but God and ' themfdVes, and therefore they 
lofe the Praife which is due to fiich fecret Vir- 
tues in this World i but ^our Saviour bath pro- 
hufed, that fijich Men ihall'have Praife of God j 
that if we Pray, apd Fail, and give Alms in fe- 
cret, 'Onr Fatber which feeth in fecret jhaU reward 
us openfy^ jS. Matth. And this 9 a great Encou- 
ragement ' to the Praftice* of the rnoft fecret 
Virtues, • that we fliall be openly rewarded for 
them. '' 

Good Men are many timps great Sufferers in 
this World, are not only Reproached; but Per* 
fecuted, );oft their Eftdtcs, thdir Liberties, their 
Xives, for Chrift's fkke : . And; though Go(l lias 
ilri^y foAid them to^iivfengi? theiAftJviss/ yet 
he wdl' execute Vengeai&e'dn their Enemies, 
and do it wbHckly,' anS mkke them the Speda- 
tors^nd Witneffes of ik- -*^^^^ . - ' 

On the other Haiid<^^ Wickddnefi s many 
times very ^Gloriousanid Triumphant in this 

Worlds 
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World, isfo far fromfuffering Shame, which 
IS the* jufl Reward of it,' that it is applauded 
and. courted; and the greateft Prodigies of 
Wickednefs are adored for their prolperous 
Villanies ; but yet Shame is the juu Reward 
of Sm^ and it inuft have it at one time or 
other J and nothing can more efiedually caft 
Shame and Contempt upon Sinhers^ thaci a 
general Judgment, when they fliaft-be' pub- 
lickly Arraigned and Condemned in the great * 
Affembly of Men and Angek: This wiU con- 
found the moff.gloarious Sinner, who never 
blufhed- before i for though. while, tad Men 
are (upported'with t'ower; or are the mo^l 
numerous- Party, and cajp out-vote and out- 
laugh tnq reft of the World, they can -fecurp 
themfejves againft the Senfe of Shame: Yet 
when ,tliey appear befoi;e fuch a Judge, and 
have fheir Villanie^ expofcd to all the World; 
when they are ftript ot ^heir Riches, and Hd- 
noors, and Power, and fee all their Admirers 
'and Companions paft Laughing and Flattery, 
and* ^emlelves defpifed and fporned by God 
and his Holy Saints and Angels, and condemn- 
ed t6 "Eyerlaftirig Miferies, it will tlien lie im- 
poffible for then\ aiiy longer to glory in their 
Shame: Confufioft wiU then cover their. Faces; 
and it would be Qiought very Merciful to be 
Damned privately without feeing their Judge, 
and^beingexpofed tp publick Scorn arfdCenfure. 

*^'jfjij^' there ai^^a^eat many wicked things 
done privately, ^ah<f concealed from the Eyes 
of M^> and many times gilded, over with a 
fQiip i^^ counterfeit appearance of K!diig|ioif $ 
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[vdfA futfh fetret Vllteins not only efca^ publick 
'Sfaame^ but are thought very extraordinary 
'Men and |;reat Saints: Now it is very fit* 
^tiflfo that rach Men aMo flix:)uld have their 
Maiqae and Difgoife taken o% and be expofed 
t6 the View of the World juft as diey are; and 
this God will do in that Day^, when he will 
jndgcthe Seprets of Mens Hearts, and bring 
to ught the hidden Works of Darknefs: And 
then \v4iat will it avail them to pafs for Saints 
in diis World, when at the Day of Jfu^ment 
thqr ihaU be known, and be doubly fcorned, 
hoAi for their Wickedne(% and for their Hypo- 
crify? ' 

'IWiat a fevere Aggravarion will it be of the 

CX^ndehmarion of the Wielded, to fee goo4 Mefi, 

ttfhoin ijhey defpifed sind perfecuted, whofe 

llives diejr thought Folly and Madnefs, now 

* Iby God J as our Saviour 

ome from the Eafi and from 

North and from the Sc^tb^ 

abamy Ifiac^ and Jacoh^ in 

ndrthemjehes fhnt out I This 

g. Sight at that Day^ and 
ti ^ow value Heaven, to 
daizling Crown$ of thoie 
[' pierce their Souk, and 

This juftifies the Wifdom of God', in ap- 
1 Day of Judgment, tQ re- 
nd tacooqenui the Wid^ed: 
)d-n^r'd Objeftion ag^inft 
dls i^o4 Men j for there 
en^ but may haVe ^fome 

" very 
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^ery wicked Rdouaons^^ who yet act ?«Tr deat 
to Aem i and how can they beaf to be Witncf- 
fes of dieir Final Condemnation ; to bear litUt 
Sentence pioiMHitnc^d on th^m^ Go yt curjid in^ 
ta iverlafiing fire , fr^ared for the Devil an J bis 
Jugeh. We tremble at the Thonghts of it now; . i 
itm ene would tl^nk it fhould over-eaft the 
Glory of that Day to fuch blcffed Saints^ to fee 
fuch a terrible Execution upon thofe who were 
fb dear to them : but tins is fuch a Miftake ^ as 
the Sadiuies <y6\t6dons againft the |lefurre(%i- 
<m^ concerning the Weman who bad feoen Huf-- 
kandsy wbofo Wifo fte jhould be of the fevcn at tbe 
RefutreSiof^ for they a^ had her j hut our Saviour 
tofid dMtl^ 4t' tbe RtfumBion they neiihtr marry ^ 
mm ave givm m maniagey hut 'are at the Angels oj 
God its. Mudmn: Hius it if here ; thofe natural ^rMattk 
Affri^ons »nd Paffidns winch are of fb greatso. 
«(e. in this WoiM"^ and makes us fo nearly 
cuncerned for Children^ and other Re^ 
ladonis ^ are not the Meafijires of our Kindnef^. 
and Friendflilp) and^Goneemntent in the other 
World i they are lieceiTary here many times 
to fupply the place of Reafon and Virtue^ 
and to prompt us to ,do thofe Good Offices 
; by ^ the impatience and tmeafinefs of a 
Paffion^ which the generality of Mankind 
would not do from wifer Prindtles: but 
ijie end of thefe Paffions is lerved in 
this Wdrld ^ and there is no occafioa 
for them in die next ; and therefore we ihall 
feel no uneafinefs or difturbance from them : _ 
Good men will have no Friends ^ no Relati* 
ens in the other ^iTorld^ but thofe who 

are 
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are truly good> who are Members of the fame 
Myftical Body of Ghrift, theChildren of God, 
and Heirs of the fameHappinei^ and Glory. 

To conclude^ I ihall only obfenre thisrardier * 
How vain it is for bad men to hppe to defend 
themfelves from Shame and Punifiimeht by their 
Kumbersj they may^ I confefs, do it in thh 
world, when they have to deal with:men j tho* 
when God comes to Judge them even in this 
world, the moil powerful Combinations of Siri- 
ners are but like Chaff before the Wind j But if 
ever Numbers would do, it would be at the Day 
of Juderaent, when the Devil and his Angels, 
;ind aU bad men ihall be fummoned together ; 
and if they cannot then defend themfelves,when 
their whole iForce is united, but fland as Crimi- 
nals before their Jvdge, and receive their Sen- 
tence fyjm him, itbeipomes us to^ fear and trem- 
tle before that powerful Judge, who has all Na- 
ture at his command,,and all Devils and wicked 
men. in Chains, and with the Word of hisMouA 
9an fohdemn them tb£tenialTonnents« 



Met^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^ E C T. iV- 

*h» I):ty of . JuJiment u at the Enii (/ iU 

tli.np HE JDay of Judgment is at the End of 
X . ^^ World : That it will b^ fo , and 
tjie Reaibns \yhy it \yill be .fo , gre very plauij 
from what I have already difcoarfed : Our Sa- 
Viour tells, us that it is at the End ©f the World^i 
when the AngeJ? fliall feparate between^ t^e^ 
Wheat and the Tares which grew in the fame 
Field,- between the good and the bad.FifliwhicK 
wdre taken in th^ lame Net ^ 13. Matth. It i^ 
in the Evening oiF fhe Wojld, when the Lord 
Gomes to reckon with his Servants,^ aad to r^^ 
irard thofe who have laboured in his Vineyard ^ 
10. Mattb. for when Chrift comps to Judg*^ 
inent , this World fhaH beiet on fire, and tKi 
prefent vifible Frame of Things, fliall be diA 
lolyed , aS' St, Vtttr tells us^ ^t.Pef, 2. 10^ iij 
^2. t7poil>yhicb account Chrift is faid to come, 
ill flaming. JFire j , of which piore hereafter } 
And if God will judge alll^nkind together^ the 
Day pf Judgment muft be ae the end of thd 
World. 

But.befides this^ it feenis verv reafonabte ink 
^ngruous^ jphat fhe Final Judgmeiit^ and thd' 
End of the World (hould eome together; or tha^ 
when God finaitty judges allManipuidi h^ fliotdd 
|)iit a» end to th& haHtable £artb; 

• 1^ M . 
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For this Earth was made for the Habitation of 
man^ and all tilings in it fof his ufe and delight^ 
and therefore it receives its Fate and Deftiny with 
Mstntoo. 

Paradife was the Habitation of Innocent Man ; 
and had Man continued Innocent^ and peopled 
the world with an Innocent and Holy Race^ the 
whole world muft have been a Paradife j but 
when Man had finned, and had no Right te fo 
eafy and happy a Life, the Ground was curled 
for his fake, 2. Gen. 17, 18, 19. Curfed be the 
ground for thy fake j in f arrow jhah thou eat of it all 
the days of thy life j thorns and thijfles Jhall it bring 
forth to theey and thou Jhatt eat the herb of the 0d. 
tn the fa^eat of thj face jhah thou eat thy bread j tiU 
thou return unto the. ground. ^ 

When all Flefli had corrupted their ways, ei- 
CeptingNb^^Aand his Family, God deftroyed the 
Old World with its wicked Inlfebitants : And to 
this day, befides that Original Curfe which ftill 
refts upon the Earth, Nature fuWera for the Sin» 
of man, and revives and flouriflies again, as he 
returns to his l!)uty : He tumeth ri'vers into a ai^iA 
demefsy and the water- fprings into dry ground: afruit-^ 
fd land into barrennefs^for the wickednefs of them 
that dwell therein. And on the other hand. He 
tumeth the wildemefs into afianding water j and dry 
ground into water-ffrings. And there he tnaketh the 
hungry' to dwelly that they may frefare a city for' ha* 
iitatimy 107. PfaL 53, 34, 3 5,. }6. 

It were eafy to Harangue here , and de- 
{<ai&Q the Ruins and Deflations which 
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Ihe Jadgriiehts of God^ hare brought dpon the 
nioft flourifhing Countries for the Sins of the In- 
habitants ,• Famine, and Peftilence^ and Sword: 
The Sword^ which carries all other Judgments 
along with itj but God knows, we live in.aqi 
Age wKerein there is no "need of haranguing 
kbout it^ this is Teen, and felt, and- heard every 
day; fuch Miferies as are beyond the Defcripj 
tion of the nioft Eloquent Tongue or Pen: Goq 
grant we may only hear oi them^ that we may 
take warning by what others (uffer^ and appeaW 
the Writh of God by a timely Repentance. 

, Now for the fame^Reafon, when God judges 
ail Mankind, he will put an end to this pre- 
fent State of Things: When Man, for whoni - 
this Earth was framed, f|iall dwell no longer 
^bn it, but all good Men ihall be received into' 
Heaven, and all ba/i Men condemned to Hfell^' 
this World has laftedi as long as it was made for, 
and rhuft hdw be baft into a new Mould ana 
Frame. 

.F6r fo Indeed the Scripture reprefelltS ii^ 
nbt that this World ftiall be deftroyed, but 
that it fliall be neV/ made j that as the whole' 
,Creation is made fubjed tb Vanity by Adami 
Curfe, fo It fhall be redeemed from Vatii^ 
and Corruption ioo, when Man is. Jt ^fliau 
fce purged by F!re, ind a new Incorrupriblef 
World fliall fpriiig out of it^ Aflies', 8. Rof^., 
19^ 20, il, 2Jt. For the earnefi exfeSation /of 
the Creatwrt fwljich muft fignify thfe VifiSlcl 
Creation) waiteib for the Manifefiatim ,of thi 
Sms of Godi FAr the Creatufe oifos fHade fk^. 
J0 id FMitj^ iot Tt^iingPfi hit lij ftaf^.^ 

If t m 
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him who hath fubjeSeJ the fame in Hope : Becaufe 
' the Creature it j^lf alfo fljall be Jelivered from the 
Bondage of Corruption^ into the Glorious Liberty of 
the Children of God: (Or when the Sons sUid 
Children of G6di fliaiU be delivered froni Cor- 
ruption J For we know the whole Creation groanetby 
and traveUetb , in Tain until now. And thus St. 
Teter tells us> That at the Laft Judgment this 
World fliall be deftroyed with Fire,- N^i/erthe^ 
lefs we^ according to bis Promife^ look for new Hea- 
'vensy and a new Earthy wherein dweUeth Righte- 
oufnefsy 2 Pet. 12. 1. Where St. Peter refers to 
the Prophecy 01 Ifaidh 6^. ij. For behold ^ I cre-^ 
ate new Heavensy and a new Earth ; and the for-- 
P9er JhaB not be remembredy nor come into Mind. 
Which St. Peter underftands in a literal Senlc, 
not rnerely of a more profpcrous State of Things 
in this World, 

And thus St* Johny at the Conclufion of his 

. Revelations, immediately after his, Account of 

the Laft Judgment, gives us a Defcription of 

this new Heaven and new Earth, 21. Re^. i, 

&c. And tfaw a new Hea'veny and a new Earths 

for the firfl Heaven and the firfi Earth were pajfed 

awayy and there was no more Sea. And lyohn 

faw the Holjf Citjy new Jerufaltmy coming dpwn 

from God out ofHeayeny prepared as a Bride adorn^ 

ed for her Husband. Ana I heard a griat Voice out 

of Heaven y fayingy The Tabernacle of God is 

. with Meuy and they pmU be bis Peopky and 

God bimfelf Jhall be with themy and be their 

God. And God jhall wipe aihay all Tears from 

their Flyes ;^ and there pall be no more Deathy 

neither Sorrow y nor Crying ; neither Jhall there 

■ - * bi 
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ie any more Pain; for the former thinzs are pajfed 
away. And the reft of that Book is ^ent in de- 
fcribing the Glory of the Great City, the Holy 
Jerufalemy the River, of the Water of Life, pro- 
ceeding 'from the Throne of God, and of the 
Lamb, and the Tree of Life which bore Twelve 
jnanner of Fruits. 

^ Thefe are great Myfteries, which we can- 
pot perfedly underftand yet, elpeci^Uy what 
St. John fays . about the new Jerfifalem s com- 
ing down from Heaven, to take up its Seat 
and Habitation on this new Earth; that there 
is the Throne of God, and of the Lamb, where 
God dwells, and which he enlightens with his 
prefence, and from whence he drives away 
Deaths and Sorrow, and Pain j which feems to 
Vignify, that as the old Heavens and old Earth 
^re deftroyed by Fire, in Vengeance on its 
wicked Inhabitants; fo this new Heaven and 
new Earth, which God makes after the Deftru- 
(ftion of the old, is the Seat of the Bleffed after 
their Refurredion from the Dead; which I 
confefsl know not h^ow to underftand. 

But this gives a plain account why the 
Final Judgment, when good Men. fhall re- 
ceive their Final Reward, fliall not be till the 
end of the World, becaufe this old World 
muft be deftroyed before GOD makes 
^fe new Heavens and new Earth: The 
final DeftruAipn of bad Men will begin 
with the Deftrudion of this old World; and 
the Rewards and Happinefs of good Men 
fliall be confummated vin the nevv World, 
whatever that be, where they fhall dwell 

P 5 (ok 
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for ever in the immediate Prefenceof God^ aiid 
of die Lamb. 

Now that God defers die Day of Judg- 
tnent tp die end of die Wortd^ inay^ x. Con^ 
yince as of God's f^tsit Padence and Long- 
fufiering towards Sinners; for he forbear; 
their Execudon as long as he can fod)car d&- 
ftroying the World; and that we may be fiire 
is as long as Wifdom and Juftice ^ill per^ 
piit: To deftroy a World is a Work of as 
grea^ WifBom and Coonfel^ qs to make one ; 
|iay, die Divine Goodnefe will eafily jufKfy 
the making of a World at any time; foi: 
ho time is unfit to exercife fuch AAs of Good- 
fieis as will jufiify themfelyes; but for God 
to deftroy the World which he has made^ 
without great neceiCty for it^ refleds upon hi^ 
Wifdom and Geodnefs in inaking it: The wife 
Maker of die World can have no Inclinadon 
to deftroy it; and though the Juftice of ^Pro- 
vidence may require fome more hafty Execu- 
tions tp maintain good Order and Govem- 
inent^ and to give check to Vice, yet the Final 
DeftruAion of the Worid requires all wi(p 
Delays; and Sinners can exped ho more of 
God, than to defer their Final S^itence as 
long as he can defer the end of die Woridi 
It is great pity that fuch Goodnefs and Pa- 
gence Ihould be fo monftroufly abufedi 
fh« Men flipuld harden diemfelves in Sin. 
^d copchide. diat qod will^ not ludgp di^ 
WorM Ucaufe he is fo unwilling to def&oy it^ 
but dus win juftify the Severi^ of die taff 
^^J^FfZ' ^^i^ « not die effeftof a hafty 
^ fadden Fury, but of tnature ^cuS 

diat 
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that God did not want Goodnefs to, (pare Sin* 
ners^ as long as WiOom and Juftice could fpare 
tteoL To be flowto execute Judgment, isasef- 
fential to Goodnefs, as it is to Juftice at l?ift to 
puniih : And to conclude that God will not pu-- 
nifli at all, becaufe he is patient, and delays to 
punifli, is to prove that God cannot be Juft, be- 
caufe he is Good. 

2. That God deftrovs the world when iie 
judges it, is an undeniable Proof of the Severi- 
ty of the Laft Judgment ; for what a terrible 
Vengeande is that "which fires the world, and 
diffoTves this prefent Frajtrie of Nature ? This is 
u fiery im&gnatiojf ihd?.ed to devour the Adversary y 
10. Heh. 27. when bad Men and wicked Spints 
IhaU be encompalTed with Flames and Smoke, 
without any poflibility to efcape j for whither 
can thpy. fly out of a nred world ? when theHea^ 
vens jhaB fafs away with a great noifsy and the eU" 
ments fljatl melt with fervent beat f the earth alfoy 
and fH that is therein^ all he humt uf. 

There are a great many brave Sinners, who 
mock at Fe^r, and harden themfelves againft Hell 
it ielf J but if they can be ferious but for fome 
few Minutes, let them imagine all the world on 
fire aboutthem; the Heavens covered with thick 
Darknels, and the whole Earth butjonc Vulcano, 
one e/£r»i, or Vefwuim, vomiting vip Rivers of 
Burning Sulphur,and themfelves plunged in the 
midft pf it ; letdiem try how tliey c2s^^ bear thjs 
Thought, before they laugh at Hell : for this will 
certainly hetheftate of Sinnersat the day of Judg- 
<nent ; And ihoul^ not this make us fear and 

p 4 trem?- 
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tremble before that great and powerful Judge 2 
fVho knov^eth the power of bis wrath ? who ian li*ue 
with d^^owringfire ? who can dwell with ey^Ufting 
humings* 

WlS-t an irrefiftible Judge is he who can de- 
' ftroy tbQ world, and all Sinners with it ! The 
ivb^ld, that was their God, and now will be their 
Funeral Pile j according to the Fate of fome 
Heathen Idolaters, they fliallbefagrificed to their 
cv/n God, and torrpented in the Embraces of % 
Bumii^g Idpt 

'The peftrudion of the world dves a terrible 
Poipjp and Solemnity to the Laft Judgment : It 
y^ill aftoniih bad men, and break their ftoiit 
Hearts, to fee the world in Flames j it will con- 
vince th^m to purpofe, that God is come to 
Judge them, and that he is very ferere and ter- 
rible ill liis judgments : Who can defcribe the 
Horrors, and Agonies, and Cbnfternation of 
that t)ay ! Caft your Thoughts back a little 
iipon that Terrible Day, when you faw Lcvdon 
on fire ,• when yoii faw your Houfes and Trea-^ 
|ur9 all vanifli into Dull and Smoke : What did 
you think then of the 3Po)ver and Jufticc of 
God ? And yet this was no more than a littfe 
• Bonefire/ compared with the Univerfal Corifla- 

f' ration : Though ypu could not ''■ fave your 
loufes,' gnd Furniture, and ^rcaiiu'c from its 
Jlag6 and Fury, yet there w^ room left for 
your own Efcape ^ and if this wer^ io amazing 
fon who faw it, cannpt but 
: will it be ^P f^ the whole 
iur felves encompaffedin di? 
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jhc Inftrumehts of your Pleafur^s, all the Riches 
andGloiy of the world, which were the Fuel 
of your Lqfts, now turned into a devouring 
ipiire to torment you, to expiate thofe Flames 
they kindled in your Souls, by fenfibleand mate- 
rial Flames ! who would make this world hi$ 
Portion apd Inheritaribo, who confiders the end 
of it ? It looks charmingly indeed at prefent^ ic 
invites and careffes, and lays Baits and Snares 
for us 3 but if we will have the world for our 
Portion, It muft be our JPortion too at the Day 
of Judgment : And confider how you fliall like 
its Courtfcip^ when it incircks you with Flames, 
and Smoak, and Darknefs i Thofe who chufcthe 
world fv their Portion, can never remove W 
of it, and therefore muft be contented to iharc 
Fortunes with it, to (mile \yh$n it fmiles, and 
to burn when it H>urn$. 

With what Triumph will good men at that 
day, fee themfelves out of the reach of a burn- 
ing world! They betimes made their efcape out 
ofthis world, as forefceing i» approaching Ru- 
in J they were not of the world while they liv- 
ed in it, but difintangled their AffedJons from 
this world, while their Bodies wew confined be- 
low: And .fuch Divine ^ouls, whofe Converfa- 
tionwas inHcaven,^,lft)onjais they get loofe from 
thefe Bodies, a(cend;fer above this Sphere of Cor- 
ruption, out 6i danger either of being tempted, 
^rb^mg hurt by this world 

With what triumph will they behold God 
cr^ a new wojrld ror them to inhabit j creat© 
^ l»w Heayen aod 9 R?w Earth , vh^re he 

will 
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will {^aco his Throne and Tabemade^d dwell 
among them^ and be their God! 

What bad man can hear the(e things without 
' Terror and Amazement? What eood man does 
not long for this hsuppy day^ for tms Marriage of . 
the Lamb ? when the n^ Jerufalem (hall iome 
doTim from God out of Heaven^ frtfartd as i^ hide 
adorned for her husband^ zi. RereL 2. . 

;. That the I^y of Judgment is at the wd of 
the worlds proves that this Judgment is final and 
irreverfible^ becaufe this prefeat i^ate of thij^s 
is come to an end ; and as this puts a fin^ con- 
clufion to this worlds fo to all accoui]|s relating 
to it: This world is a chang^bleScene^ but the 
next world is eternal; and merefore as good and 
bad men are difpofed of in the next worlds they 
muft continue for ever. This world will be de- 
ftroy d^ and therefore b^^ nien can never return 
into it agaii;^ to aft over a new part^ and to 
correft the Sin^ and Follies of their former lives^ 
as Origen conceived they ihould ^ after a long 
time of Puniflimentj when the flelhly Principle 
is thoroughly fubdued by the Toripents they 
have fuifered : Which Opinion^ howmuch mer- 
cy and &93od nature foeyer there may be in it^ 
Has not tne leaft countenance from Scripture^ nor 
a^y foundation that I kiipw of in Reafon j when 
the world where t^y Uyed^ andwhere they fiti- 
ned, is at an end^ I tlui^ there is am 9fid ajifo 
gf their afting aby new part in it. 

Aft* 
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Aod that nwi Worlds where gpod Men fliall 
^well in the imqaedute Prefence of God, ihaU 
laft for ever J there is no Death, no Pain, no 
Crying, for fhere can be no Sin there i there i$ 
no pevil, no World to ten:ipt, and nothing 
within to be tpropted,- they enter clean and 
pure into that Ifoly Place, and the immediate 
bight and Prefence of God will Eternally keep s 
them fo. Had we no po/itive Revelation of the 
Eternity of Rewards and Punilhments, it were 
yet reafonable to conclude^ that if the Day of 
Judgment put ap end to this World, withodf 
putting an end tp good or bad Men, hut only 
tranflating them to a new State of Happinefs or 
Mifery, that their Happinels or Muery muft 
lafl: as long' as that new State does, ana the^: 
Sentence can never be reverfed without a new 
Day of Judgpient: And therefore if this be the 
laft and final Judgment, good and bad Men 
muft then enter upon an unalterable and eternal 
State of Happinels or Mifery j and this is the 
niofi comfortable and moft terrible ConTidem* 
^on qf all 

How win the Souls of good Men rejoyce i^ 
Crod their Saviour, when they Ihall fee them* 
felves^ poffeft of an eternal and unchangeab}f 
Happinefs! when this mutable Scene is vamib** 
pdy and they have an abiding City^ ivboft Builier 
and Maker u Gad; when they (;an look forward 
to Eternity without fcarittg Death, ctf* amp 
fchan^e or Dimimition or their Happinete^ 
which may increafeto Eternity, and be ajwayj 
pew and freib, but cm Qever ^dmit of 91^ ior' 
^err^^tioo^ii:^;^. 
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But I will not pretend to defcribe the Con- 
foRotiy the Diftraftion^ the raging Deipair of 
diofe wretched Sinners, who fliall be condemn*- 
cd to Everlafting Fire j who fee an end of all 
dbeir Happinefe, and but the beginning of their 
Miferies in a fired. World: Our Thoughts can- 
liot reach this now ; we have no Paffions yet 
big enough for fuch aMiferyj Eternal Tor- 
ment! Bleffed JESU, have Mercy upon us! 
And let the prelent fear and dread of it prelerv^ 
us from ever knowing what i( means. 

If you fliould as^c me. When the end of th^ 
World, a:nd the Day of Judgment will come? 
I muft confefs to you, I do not know ^ for 
bur Saviour has before told us. Of that Day 
and Hour inowetb no Many not the Angds in Hea-- 
• -WW, wr the Son^ but the Father only. That we 
are not concerned to know when this fliall be^ 
nay, that God has very wife Reafons to con- 
ceal this from us, I have fliewed you be- 
f6re : I fliall now add, i. That it is not likely to 
be yet. 2. That how Jong foever i^ be delayed, 
we have great realbn at prefcnt tb provide for* 
it. Efpecially, 3. ^h§^ we are fure that the 
time now l^aftens, after fo long an ewedatioA 
*fit, 

' ^ 1/ That it is not likely to be yet : In St, Paurs 
time ibme Chriftians were in great gppre-^ 
henfion^ that the Day of Judgment was near, 
and it feems were in a terrible Fright about 
it: But the Apofl:le thought fit to correiSt th^ 
Miftake, and that with fome earneftneis, asi 
If it were a Miftake of ill Confequence; And 
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fo indeed it might have pf ored^ if hot to them^ 
yet to thofe who foUow j . who. obierving their 
JVliftake about the Day of Judgment confuted^ 
lis ail fu<:h Ali^akes are^ by the Events might 
have concluded^ that the whole was a Miftake^ 
and that there fliould be no Day of Judgment, 
becaufe it did not come when it was expe<%ed ; 
and therefore the Apoftle thought fit to warn 
them againft it : . Now we befeech youy Brethren, 
by the coming of our Lord Jefus Chrifiy and by our 

fathering together unto hinty That ye. be not fionjha^ 
en in Mindy or be troubtedy neither by Spirit y nor 
by Wordy nor by Letter, as from m, m that the day 
ofChrift is at handy 2 Then. a. i, l. 

And to (atisfy them in this> he does not un- 
dertake to tell them when the Day of Judement 
ihail be, for that he did hot know ; but onfy tdls 
them. That there mufi come a falling away firfiy 
and that MaH of Sin be repealed, the Son ofTerdki-* 
0ty who oppofetb and exaltetb himfelf above all that 
is called God. And this Man pf Sin not being 
then revealed, it was plain, that die I^ay of 
Judgment codd not fo fuddenly come is the^ 
expeded: And now we find by Story, that it 
was fome Ages after this, before the Man of 
Sin was revealed. 

After this, St. John wrote his Book of the 
Revelations i and did we thoroughly' underfiand 
that, thouj;h^ we fhould not certainly know 
the precife time of Judgment, yet we Aould 
know how many things are fiiU to be done 
before the Day of Judgment; for that coa- 

.tain$ 
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tains an entire prophecy of flic ^awriftiah Ciwir^ii^ 
from che beginning of it to the end of the 
Woiid. And though I will hot pretend to nii- 
derftand thofe Myfteries, (fpecialiy what i^ 
there called the Thoufand If ears Rei^ of Chrlft 
upon the Eardfi, which^ whatever it fignifiesj 
feems to be beforfe the end of the World, and 
the final Judgment; yet we certainly learn from 
thence, that the Man of Sin muft be deftroVed 
"before the laft Judgment; anti if this be the Po- 
piih Hierarchy, as I doubt not but it is, it is 
plain this is not done yet; and I wifh his final 
Overthrow be fo near a$ fome Learned Men 
diink it is. 

, But I think there is another Prophecy of St. 
Taul hlmfetf, which has not been accomplifiied 
vet, which muft receive its Accompliflimettt Be- 
fore the Day of Judgment; and we fee no pro- 
foe<ft of its prefent Accompliflynent, I mean the 
Converfion of the Jev>j, and the Re-union of 
thent to the Chriftian Church. 
SI This we have an account of ixi ii. Rom. 
y^Mch, whatever fome learned Men ima^e, I 
can by no means think ha^ received its juft 
Accomjililhment by thofe few Jews wludi 
were converted by the I^eaching of the A- 
poftles, and the Deftnwaion of Jerifalem; for 

• verfe ly. he tells us, 1^ tbi cajtw away of 
fbe ^ewsa the reconciling f^ the fvorld^ .(thai 
!$j if the Qofoel was PreaCned to the <ientiUs 
upon the obftinate Infidelity of difc Jews) 
what JhaB the r4tdnciling oftbem bty bm Ufe front. 

' the Dead? That ft, chcj . Converfion <rf 
tte Jews Iftall be a new Life to the GeffiiU 
l^^ld, a new Reiurredion of Chriftiamty^ 
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jEunMgus. Slit wd$ eVer any fuch thing dohe 
)ret ? In Ver. If , 26. he tells them, FarloifouU 
r0 , brethren , that ye fliould be ignorant of this my-^ 
fiery y (Uii ye flwuld be wife in your own conceits) 
that bUndnefs in fart is happened to Ifraely mtU the 
fulnefiof the Gentiles be come in. And jo aUlfrael 
JhaB be faved : As it is written^ There jPfall come out 
of Siontbe delt'verery and JhaB turn away ungodlinefs 
from Jacob. Now has any fuch thing yet been 
done ? has all Ifraely or the generality of the 
J.ews been convert€|d to Chriftianity ? and yet 
uie Apodle aflures us, this muft hjt done by 
virtue of God's Covenant with Mraham. As 
tonceming the Gofpel y they are enemies for your 
fake i ( God fo ordered it , that by their Infide^ 
lity the *G<^pel fhould be preached to the Gen-^ 
tile World ) yet as touching the eleBioUy they are be^ 
hved for the fathers fake : As thfr Pofterity of 
Ahrahamy Ifaacy and Jacob, whom God chofe as 
his peCuUar People. For the gifts and calling of 
God are without ' repentance. God will never 
Drhdly rejeA the Pofterity of Abraham y whom 
te hath chofe for his People, but will fHU dfta- ^ 
bliih his Covenant with them : And that God 
has tiow rejefted them for their InfideUty , is m 
aigmtient that he Mrifii never own t^em again $ 
for fo be had rejefted the Gentiles for their Un^ 
bdief, but now he has received them into his 
Church , upon their Faith in Chrift ; and 
dnis he w91 again graft the Jews into his 
6^hcileh, if they abide not JHll in their unbelief, 
t6T. 30, 21. which the ApofUe prophdies 
ikey tim .fiOt> Ftr as ye in times fafi ba^va 

not 
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mi iitieveJ Gody yet have new okfaineJ mercy thro 
their unbelief: evetrfo ha'vetbefealfofHWmfbelievJ^ 
that through your merty they alfo may obtain mercy. 
l^ow fiich a Conyeriion as this of the Jtws^ t 
think, has not been yet, and therefore tauft be 
expeded before the Day of Judgment, and the 
end of the world, which fliews that the end of the 
world will not be yet; and how long it niay be 
deferred, we cannot tell. 

11. How loijg foever the end of the world, and 
the Day of Judgment be delayed, yet we havei 
great reafpn immediately to prepare for itj fof 
indeed this Life is the only tijne we have to pre- 
pare for it, Deathpms aii end to our Account for 
Eternity ; for we ihall be judged according td 
what we have done in the Body, whether vrbo 
good or bad ; and the Final Sentence fhall pafk 
on us according to that date which Death fin^ us 
in,- which feems to be the reafon why our Savi- 
our warns us always to be upon our watch> as not 
knowif^at what hour our Lord will come; for whatever 
the intermediate State be, how long lbev«r it be 
between Death and Judgment, yet our Account 
is the fame, and to be furprized by Death b.ef6re 
y/e are provided for it, is the fame thing as to be 
furprized by Judgment: 24. Matth, 42, 43, 44. 
JVatch therefore^ for ye know npt at wb^t i^«r your 
Lord doth conie. But knoWthiSy that if the good 
man* of the houfe^ had known in what watch the^ 
thief would cbmcy he Would ha/ve watthedy andwould 
not have fi^ered his hgufe to, be brohn uP. Therefore 
be ye alfo ready: for in fucb m iour a4 fo$l 

tblnk 
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think mty t%e Sen of man comstL Which if it con- 
cern all Chriffians, mull relate to the hour of 
Deaths as well as to the day jif Judgment. 

And therefore flatter not your felves, that Judg- 
ment is a great way oiF, when you know not 
how near Death is, which will finifli your Ac- 
count. The State of bad Men is very miferable^ 
as you hive already heard, as foon as they go out 
of thefe Bodies, and they are referred for the 
terrible Judgment of the great Day; and though 
theDay of Judgment is not yet, is it not a terri- 
ble thing to be certainly referved for it ? Which 
how long Ibever it be delayed3has an Eternity to 
follow. 

111. But if the hear approach of the end of the - 
World, and the Day or Judgment be confidera- 
ble, it is certain that is not far off neither ^ the 
World has continued now fomethoufand Years, 
ind if the time of Chrift and his Apoftles were 
the lafl: Days, after Sixteen hundred Years we 
ihuft be pretty near the end of the lafl Days : We 
have a nearer profped of Eternity, thaji thofe 
had who lived lome thoufand Years ago, at leafl 
if they had known how long this World would 
have continued ,• but tho' they might not think it 
would have continued fo long, we know now> 
that it cannot continue fo much longer : there are 
fomeProphefies to be accomplifhed flill, but how 
foon they mav be accompli jned, we know not if, 
, no Man queflions but that the World now grows 
to an end, and therefore it is time for every Man- 
to think of Eternity. ' ; 

~ 0WTh\ Q CHAP. 

\;>r.- .^> ..r\ n/ '- 

^--I^i^^^'lSi^' Digitized by CiOOQIC 



z%6 A Frailital Difcourf^ Cfincerning 



CHAP. fir. 

Who Jhall he our 'Judge ^ viz. The Man 
CHRIST 'JESUS. 

m. T ET us now confider who fliall be 
L* our Judge : That man whom he bath 
ordainedy wh^r^of he hath given affurance unto aU 
men, in that he hath raijisd him fr^m the dtad^ 
where there are two things to be coniidered: 
FirBy The Perfbn who is to judge us. Secondlf^^ 
What Affurance we have^ that He Aall be our 
Judge. 

Firfiy The Perfon who is to judge us: That 
man whom he hath ordaint^ ; that is y the Manj 
CHRIST JESUS: for thus both Ouriii 
and his Apoftles affure us, that God. hath ap- 
pointed him to be the Judge of the Worid : 
The Father judgeth no, man} hut •hath commit^,, 
ted all judgment to the Son ^ y John 2Z, The, 
Son of man fliall come in the -glory of his Father y^ 
with his Angels i and then fih^ll he reward eatery 
man according 'to his works y i6 Matthew, xj, , 
Thus St. 'Beter affures Cornelius concerning' 
Chrift y He commanded us to preach unto tifepfo^ • 
fky and to tefiifie that it is hje which was crdakk^ 
ed hj God to, he the Judge of ^uick and, dead^ 
lo A<^ 42- But there i$ no need to mul- ' 
tiply Texts in fo, plain a' Cafe, it is of mor&> 
concernment to inquire , why Chrift y who 
IS the Eternal Son of God, and a God Incar- 
nate 
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hate, when he as Ipdke of as Judge of the World, 
h moft ufiially defcrib'd as a Man, or the Son of 
Mftnj thus , He is that man whom God hath or^ 
daimdi ind tie Son of man ^ nay, Chrift himfelf 
tells us. For this tea fan God hath given him authority 
to execute judgment^ becaufs he ar the Son of man ^ 
y John 27. 

Now the reafon why our Saviour is defcri^ 
bed as a Man, and the Son of Man, when 
he comes to Judgment, is, . becaufe he fhall vi- 
fibly appear in Humane Nature to judge the 
World ,• and therefore will be^ and will ap- . 
pear as much a Man as he did when he (fwelt 
on Earth , though he will appear alfo more 
like a God : Thus the Prophet Daniel defcribes 
it : He faw in the night 'uifi^Sy and behold y one 
Hie the Son of man ^ came with the clmds of hea* 
*veny and came to the Ancient of dap, and they irougbi 
him near before him. Ani there was given him 
Dominion and Glory y and a Kingdom y that aU "Peo^ 
fUy Nations y and Languages Jhduld ferve him: hh 
Dominion is an everlafiing Dominiony vJhicb Jhall 
not fafs awayy and his Kingdom that which jhall not 
be defiroyedy 7 Dan. 13,, 14^ It is the Son of 
Man wha has this Glory and Kingdom given 
him^ and which he muftadniinifterasthe Son of 
vMan. 

And this feehis the true reafoil why our Sa* 
viow fo ofteit calls himfelf the Son of Maifi 
not sHtfome imagine with refpcdto the piean , 
Circumltahces ofhis Appearance in the Worl^' 
for tjii^ Phrafe, The Son of Man y no where 
iftv Scripture relates to luch an external 
Mdaxinels and Poverty as difiinguiflies one 

Q z mail 
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49 :^*r. 28. Man from another 5 but it cithei' fignifies no 

•2$ Job 6. ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ Man ^ or it refpeds the com- 

8oP/«/;i7.mon Weaknefles of Humane . Nature .j and 

' i4(JpW.3 when this Name is applied to any particular 

a iuk, J Perfons , it is never nfed of mean Men, but 

always of Princes or Prophets : But by this 

Title of the Son of Man , our Saviour gives 

us to underftand, that he is that Great and 

Extraordinary Perfon, khowii by . the N^nie of 

The Son of Man in D^niefs MiHonSy whpm.:(5od 

hath ordained to be the Lordiaijd Judge- pfth-e 

World. '•'•:. 

But I Ihali' not pais over 4:his Argupieht:thus, 

but*/hall more particularly, copfider the; great 

-WifiJom of this j how neceflkry, cpngrujous and 

^tting it is, that, the ^oji of Man flibuld judge 

the World J which will fuggeft a grieat n^- 

ny ufeful Meditations to us. Now I fhall i:^- 

duce what I have to fay to thefe two Heads : 

J. That it is very fitting and neceffary, that the 

Saviour of .Mankind ftould be their Judge al- 

£6. 2. And therefore that the Man Chrift Je- 

fus, who as jthe Saviour of the World, /hquld 

judge it. 

I. That it is very -fitting and neceffary that 
the Saviour of Mankind Ihpuld ;be their J\w}g^ 
alio i and that upon two Accounts* 

• :.i. ^ccaufc: the- Authority to judge h^ edC- 
Xential to .-the Notion and Authority of a Savi- 
tjur : To fifw 'Sinners y fignifies to fa^e.tbem 
from their Sins ; which is the tme Inteiprota- 
tion of. the. Name Jcfus, i Matth. 20.; And 
4:0 laye them frop ;heir Sins, is to deliver them 

from 
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'from • the Punifttnent of Sin j that is , from 
the Wrath of God, from the Curie of the 
Law^ from De^th and Hell , to raife dhem 
froni the Dea3y and 'to beitoW Immortal Life 
on them : *• Now thiere a^re fcveral A&s: muft 
Concur tp pSrfed this Salvation i • bur the laft 
-cpncludiiig antf ^ijnifliing A<^ is Judgment.. 
And he omy is a compleat and perfect Saviour, 
who has Authority to' Judge, to. Pardon, and to 
'Reward. ; 

Gdd is a Holy and Pure ^eing, aind can 
• never be reconciled to Sinners, ri!l they are 
renewed and fandified, XvhicK makes it ne- 
ceifary for; the Savibur of therWorfd, to. itir 
ftriift Mankind in their Duty', and by thfe 
Pdwer of his* Grace to changg' their Na- 
tures, and make them Hol^ as God is, fince 
i^ithout hoUnefs vo man Jhall fee, Qod J ^ iand 
therefore he ihuft be a. great Piiophet'and 
Preacher of Righteoufiiefs, to:" turn men fiofh 
darknefs unto lights ani from' ihe firwer of S^tan - 
unt& God. &)d is ^ very Righteous Judge, • 
arid ;has- threatned Death againft Sin ,• and 
therefore the. Savtotir^ of Singers mull make 
•Atonenient and '^Expiation for Sin, muft 
^ieli'Oer us from th Cnrfe t>f the La'U^^ by being 
ymtde'd Vurfe^fir asr j'that is,; ijiuft be* our 
Pfieft' arid our Sgcrifice, miift dye for our 
•Siiis, i^d intercede for us with. God : but 
att^tb^ ivhile a -Sinner is not, faved till he is 
fihally acquitted and abfolved j till he is a- 
iftually- delivered from the Cuffe of the Law, 
•ttisd pofflelTed of Eternal Life ^nd Glory ; all 
thirigs' elfe are oriiy^Preparatory'Acfts, but the 
feial Jtidginerit peifefts our Solvation j|^ or he 

Q 3 wha 
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who /finally pardons^' and beilpws Heaven on 
us, is our Saviour : Chriil fnight have been 
our t^rophet , our Pricft^ and our Sa.crifioc, 
without bein^ ourjudge^ but he oould no(have 
been our Saviour without it ; and therefore af- 
ter Chrift's Refurre<aion from the I)ead, afi;er 
h^ had preach'4 the Gofpel^ and died; x^pcuu the 
Crofs to expiate pur Sins^ he tells hi$ Duciples^ 
jdll fowcr if giv^P unto me both in heaven ^md ^in 
earthy 28 Matth. And St. Teter teUs the San- 
hedrim ^ Him hath God exalted \ with bis right 
hand to be a Prince and a Sawom^^to give refen^ 
fentance tp Jfiieliy -md forffvenefy rf finsy f A^ 

Jx. So that,. he iaves by Power , he is our 
aviour arid our Prince ,• ^4 ; thas Power is 
the Reward pT his Obedience ^iiad buffering? : 
therefore God hath highly exalted him , 'and gi^ 
n/en him a Name\ which is above €very Name : 
Xtat at the '(Jame of Jefus every^iknte Jhot^ld boWy 
of things in.. heaven y^ andrphingt. in earth y -and 
things under the earth ; and that every tmgue 
Jhould confefs]^ that Jefus ,Ch[ifi h Lord. ^ to th^ 
Glory of God th.Faihn' y X JShil, 9 / 10, 11.. 
His Power to Igye is attributed to his Interr 
ceffion y or Mediatory Kingdoni ; - Where-r: 
fore he is able flfo to Jove ^m to the, utfer^ 
mofi'y that come unto God by' hmty feeing he ;€ver 
Uvttb to make inpfrcefjim for pbem^ 7 mbf, af. 
Arid in like manner St. PW ati^butes. purRcr 
conciliation to God,, to the^l^eath^pf Chriil, 
but our Salvation to ^s JLifeji ijhat is, to 
that Power he was invefte^ with at his Re^- 
furre<ftion from tlie Dead:; ^ 1/ 5^^» . 5^ 
Tvere Enemies y we were^rrecondl^d^M^to Godlijf 
the death of his Son z much more ieufg r^m^H^ 

lU^e 
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ive fhouU hefawd by his. life '^ That is, acftually de- 

. livcred from the Wrath of S^cA!, l^r the Power 

' -and Awhority of* a KViiig'-Savidiir,^. Rj6m. lo. 

/4J!|km the feme raccoijnt CHrift is^aid to be deli" 

\^)srtd f&r^ur^O^fiichi^ and'to he raifed again fir our 

• jufiifcamn ; Thutls, ifmaiiy to Abfolve and Ju- 

rftifie BS at.dve Day'af Jaidgment^ 4 Rom. 25-. 

For we mull obferve, Thatthqugh Chrift "by 

iisafitDoadi ha9.6na&' su^neral Atonement and ., 

StVgiiskffi fd^:i&m^ -and thole nben are faid at 

prefent to b© ^trftfffed, who 'Vitc 'dh ^ juftified 

State i that is, who are within the Terms-- of 

^ri*e- Gdvcnanti-^firir JAllifioatiofly ;who are fuch 

-QsChiiftdn hfeiGofpei lias promifedto jnilifie ; 

>^t.pr[apcriy/fpdakvig3 no nian is iinaUyJufli- 

.itad >till • he is ^ iina% :acjqiiitted . aiid abfoked 

)«t"thyg Etojr of Jnfigment , till lie is judidaBy 

'djMfferqd froiriothc/ \Rrath o£<3ed threatned ^- 

'igamft Sin, aod ^a^aily fehtdnceH to ^Life and 

r^lory : And if Cjhsxk cannot da ^ this ibr us, 

' itfhajtc ver otiier . Benefics we;, iceccive \iy . 3ii$ 

Miiiftry and*I)Bitth, he is not aicompleat and 

perfed Saviour ; Funie does not aAually fave us, 

, udlcis he have i?oWer and Authority to judge 

«s 5 that is^ fitiaHy to ab&lyaufi from all our. 

Sins , and to .bellow Heaven on us. Which 

-fliewis," that the Saviour of Sinneirs muft be their 

-Judge, becaufe weare not a<:^hraUy laved till we 

ate fmally judged : Mofes was not a complete 

-Sayioarof Ifraelj becaufetho''ihe. brought them' 

. 9>vttXfi[Egfft^ yet he kfe them in tiieW&ernefi; 

rbutJJJ^^ was their Saviour (and therein a Typp 

lof Gamft) who gave them Pofi^ffioh of the Prd- 

mifedXand, , , i - .t. 1./ .v » . 
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i.« •■ • ■ . ■ ''**.', 

2. But hcfidcs the nature of the dung, tharcmr 
. Saviour mufttc our Jiidgcy that is, muftiadaaQ* 
^ ly iave us ; jthere is very great reafbn it ihavM be 

•^ K), becaufe this gives Authority and Efllcacy to all 

^' . the Methods of Salvation: It will make Sinners 
. afraid not to be laved by him, when they know 

^- j. chat he muft judge them. . 

- -' As to Ihew-this pardculatfy: It will give gr^ 
:^ Auithority to his Laws and Counfels,- and greoit 

• Credit lo his Promifes and Threatnings. 

^ ^ ;/. :j. It will give great Aiitfa6rii?y to his> hms 
^ • and <^ouni(els^ to Temeinber that our £aw-gi- 
> ?ver will be our Judge,-, that he* who came in- 
' to the World in Humane NaiRire to dedare 
di^ Will of <jod to us , ilall come again to 
- jiidge usriby'vtKat Gofpel which he preached. 
i When God Jfejids his Propliets :to:>us , . tfaebeis 
, weat .reafoo ^o rev^mncft the Authority i of 
r ; God in ithenL; hnt much . more when our Judge 
i cckiies to pneach tio us himfeif, for we mAy 
, be: fure he will not preach in vain: the Laws 

• Kepreadied to us at. his,firft coniingi fhafi^be 
-: )the. Rule »wlierehy he will judge us at tiis fecond 
liCbming.' r ... . / , J, ' ;< . • *. 
.; : E^ecially when we corifider, that both our 
cPGopher and, our Judge isi the. Saviour of ''Man- 
kind-. We may poffibly flatter our felves^ that 

. when God comes to Jndgmenc, he may? ire- 
lax* fbmewhiar . of the Rigour ; arid ^SeVrtiryfof 

: his Laws j thit he - has Beferved. to* hinifedf jsl 
liberty. of dii^ehfmg. with oun. Obedience tto 
thofe Laws, which by his Prophets fielicom- 
manded us to obey; But wfe cannot think that 

: .7 .? . ' !- ^ .:. O . . .;^ .\\ ,• . . •. ow 
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oat Saviour would lay any uiineccflary Buirdca 
oji US, that he worm require any thing of us* 
under the pain *o{ Dwmation, but what hfe ex[- 
peds we flifitild do j that he will ^ii^ehfe uHith 
the Terms' df the Gdfpel^ which are^ themfelves . 
a Difpenfation with the Rigour of the law j 
for f here muift be an eftd of difpenfing fome- 
where, unlefi Grace can -difpenfe away ati our 
Du^, wod i^eiffe tUM-eformed and impenitent 
Sinners intdHeavesn: if this could be done,there 
wasna^reafon why the Saviour of the World 
ftould liave preached at aJl, or have giv^ any 
Laws to Mankind, if heiv^ouU haVe no regard 
to th6m injudging the Worfd ,* but if th^ Judge ' 
of the World become a Preadier> it concerns 
us diligently to hearken to him j for Whether 
we will obey his Laws or no, we ihall be judg- 

- : 2; Tbfe gives great Credit to his 'Pvoa^s and 
Tlirebtiiings , : when they* are made by our 
Judge hit^lf who hsts: Ai^ority «6 ^i:ecute 
theittj' -Has Chrift prondfed pardon ofSin to ' 
all true Peidtents ? Has he promifed to liaife 
our Dead Bodtes out of the Grave iinAiftrtil 
and glorlbusi to beitow a Crown and King- 
dom on us\^ then we may depend on k, that 
he will -do what he has promifed i for he 
^bo has frdmifid is khU alfi' to ferform : He has 
Authority to forgive Saute J to rasfe the Dead^ 

- to receiiv^' all his Diiei{des into Heaven, into the 
-imifite^e Pre&nce of God, there to livd arid 
^ CO re^yce for ever j and when he, who came 

to fave us, and has promifed this gre&t Sal va- 

, tioQ to us , has Power to ^ve it , when he 

«93iD has made thefe Promifes, has the dif- 

pofal 



Digitized by VtjOOQl€ 



4XV APrat[tcfd^i^iiffi^mKe9ffhtg 

jpttA of life ud Gbiy, and H^V!en -tii his 
* <»mi haiK}$ j chis k '« tm^ty Eacoui^einenr to 
»$, t* *«? ftedfuft, unmwcable, flib»ayirf)cftmd- 
ing uith0 Wioirk of the Lord^ fovafmnch ss we 
knc^ that i3ur Labour ^»tt aor be in vain in 
theLor^ . 

And hftv« ttot all Hnpetitteni: Siimers asnmdi 
reafon to .^Kpeft^ that Ciuift Will ceMrtaiidy en- 
ciufecdiiat Vengdafice dtxtfaem wlijc^he ha$ thitat- 
sed I ^^at he M?(itt obtidMEUi: th^m to eteiiasd 
^ig^ and Darloneis, ito^LahcsofllrcTandBriin- 
ifioJi^ Mrhere %hare is MReeptt^ig; «nd wailW ahd 
i;iiall|ing of Tee& for civtirmoifti? :£«: Jie is the 
Judge ^iSp^ WeiiKSy ^oJbas PowqrAbd Amho^ 
4^ m do it^ aiod itis-dedared tiiat lie will do 
it ^ 4bd -dileii we h»ire:^:t^ea to take lus word 

."for*.; • ' "i ••-: ••-, i . v/.. 

Men are apt to ihelter thenifel¥e$.i-Qift iche 
\rei««f$ of the liWf/byjtW Mericis addiMed^^ 
;tion^,^an4 Merdes of a Sa^t^nr : Godftndeed ^ is 
ve^inft^^nd (mi«;. a cdn&tiung 6i^ [ and ^wlio 
^caa abide his ^omiiig i . iitxt the. Bfastfed: Je&s is 
^ 9ieitci6il and oofnpaflioii^te Saviofir^ iHe as 
ibsih^gsniiely jncrteiftrl ^ but vet thfai-jflfcrctfiil 
Sati9V..has tltf earned ff^damngiiBjrelit^^ 
$ii9orHgi^ Siffncw j and be is oitr Judge too, 
and {f he will coi^mti us at t^ liail Day, 
What hope is theit for us? Where ftaU we 
find :aiioaier Saviour >iti>: deliver uft ?r It feems 
be i^ifiot.aU Mercy i, ali.&ittners ate aqstt; to flatr 
JEcr th^Riw^s i no J Heis « J«dgc, ,aadna ter- 
rible Ju^e : And \& ottc Savioiir ^^U im^e ^s^ 
. it is dan^rous to ne|^k^ lb jg;re&t ^Salvank^n* 
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Thtt God did not iixtend meerly to fi4^t 
Siimers with his Threamings^ is evident froln 
the Surfings of our Saviour : . He^ cotild not 
fave us without making Atonement and Expia- 
tion for our Sins ; and if he muft undergo the 
Curfe of the Law, if he muft fuffer Death to 
redeem ^aners^ it is certain Sinners muft hai^e 
died, if Chrift had not died for them ; as St. 
Prfj^/ ftFgOfes, If one died for ^tty tbenwere all dead: 
For would God have laid the Puni&mentof our 
Sins on Chrift^ if he had not intended to exe* 
€ut« the Cune of the Law againft Siniiers ^ 
Would he have deltvei-ed up Chrfil to Death for 
us, iif he had )Kit intended that Sinners Aiould 
. die without a Sacrifice ? 

And -WheA the Saviotir of the World, who 
cflttbe to lay Aoi^n his Life for us, to redeem us 
from the Curie of the Law, threatens evetlaft- 
ing Defirudion againft impexiiteiit^nd uoabe^elrr 
hig Sinners, what reafon have we to hppe that 
lie will not execute Ws Threatnings ? Thofe 
who afe not redeemed by his deaih, muft dib 
themieltes ; and it canadt be otherwife e:^* 
Aed, btit that he who died to fiive us, will exe- 
cute tlie Sentence of Eternal Death on aU thole . 
. who will not be faved by him : When he cofnes 
tojttdgment^ he will remember the Shat&e and 
Agc>fiy, the Infamy and Torments of the Croii^ 
wMch he underwent fc^* Sinners; and this wi]| 
make him Mvenge the Contempt of his dying 
and fufiemg Lov&< He iuf^red for Sin once^ 
and, dibrch he were the Son of God, \it bQW- 
ed^ and l^^t , and died under the weidit ^ 
It j but all this is defpifedlsy Sinners^ and goes 
tot «>thmg : ^d npyr htwitt dye no snore fdr 

them I 
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them } but they fhall die for thcmfelves, fbsill 
feel the weight of God's Wrath themfelves, 
ihall iweat, and groan^ and die under it to E- 
ternity. 

11. It i< very fitting and congruous^ that the 
ManChriftJefus, who is the Saviour, fliouldbe 
the Judge of the World i and that upon three ac- 
counts: I. This- is a verjr fitting Reward of 
his Humiliation and Sufferings. 2; It g^ves 
great advantage to the Future Judgment, that . 
the Soil of Mail is the Judge of Mankind. ;. It 
adds to the Glory j, and Triumph, and Terror 
-of that Day, to Have a vifible Judge* - * 

'- I. .The Glory and Authority of a Jftdge, is a 
Very proper and. fitting Reward of Chriu^ Hu- 
miliation and Sufferings : He became Man to. 
fave- Mankind j^ though he -was in the fmn of . 
Gody and thought it not robbery to hi eqtfal wtiGod^ 
yet he made himfelf of no Reputation^ ind uak'upan 
him the form of a Servant, and was made in the 
Ukehefs rf Men: And being found in: fi^icn as a 
Many he humbled himfelf ^ and became obedient unto 
-death y e'ven the Death of the Crofsy 2 Phil. 6> 

- This was a very low 'Condeicenfion for the 
Son x)f God , to conceal his Eternal Maje^y 
iinder fo mean a Di^uife of Fleih and Kood j 
V> become Man as we are, to fubmit to ail the 
^eakneiTes and infirmities of Humane Nature 
to choofe a low and mean Fortune, to be trea- 
ted, with Contempt' ^d Infamy, and ti> di^ a 
paixjfiiljand accurfea'l)eath upon: the" Crpfs. 
AUthls.:he fubmitted to, in obed^nce to his 
\ -: ^ Father'k 
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Father's >t^ill, foi' the Redemption of Man:- 
kind J but it was not, fitting this Sun of 
Righteouihefe ihould always lie under an E- 
clipfe, be mull break forth at laft with a new 
and furprifing Glory ; 'the World muft fee 
what a great and excellent Perfbn he was, 
who came to vifit them in great Humility^ • 
who took . upon him the form of. a Servant ^ and 
was ieffiffd and rejeSted of Men j a Man ofSor- 
r^j and acimainted ^wifh Grief : And therefore 
God h4th higilj exalted hinty and given him a Name 
^hicb is above every JSlapre ^ That at the Name of 
Jefuservery Knee Jhould boWy^ both of Things in Hea-^ 
ven^and Things in Earthy ^ndj'hings under thi katrth ; 
and that every Tongue fiwuld confefs^ That Jefm 
Chrifi ftLordy to the Glory of God the Father ^ verfe 
lo, II. Cbrift is now exalted to the Right-Hand 
of Godj as a Reward of his HumiHation and Suf- 
feringSj and appears in the true Glory of an In- 
carnate God J but his Gloiy is now vifible only 
to the Wefied Inhabitants of Heaven ; thgfe who 
delpiied^him, perfecuted him, fpit on him, and 
nailed him to the Crofs ; thofe who in all Ages 
fince have derided the Crucified Jefus, and 
fcomed his Religion and Worfhip, fee nothing 
of his Glory i butwhen he comes to judge the 
world, then jhis Glory and Power fliall be vifible 
to all i tfjis will put an end tp the Reproach of 
fhe CrQ(% and turn it into fuiprize and \yonder, 
when; thsy ijialL fqe • what a glorious Perfon 
he is J ; yAio fiibmitted to fo infemous a 
Pcath. ; : _. y " 

. When he came into^the Worldj |he appear- 
ed as other . men do y^ as mean ,as^ the meanelt 
M»n» clothed \^tl) a mortal Body;p(i?ieft and, 

Iblpod, 
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ttoo^, without any exterml Splendor of Birth 
or Fortune to Tccommend hina j but when thfe 
,Son of Man fliall return again to judge the 
World, his external Appearance will then be 
glorious, fo bright and tranfplendent, that ho 
will eclipfe the Sun, as the Sun does the leiler 
Lights of Heaven,- then God will be as vifible 
id mm, as Man wason Earth, and fhine through- 
Humane Nature, as the Soul does through 
d^ Body j that an Incarnate God will be » 
irUible as a Man: I^umane Nature will no 
longer veil and conceahthe Glory of the God- 
head , but fhall bear all the viiible foiprel^ 
iions of the Deity, and ap|>ear with the aw- 
iiil Majefty of God : and this is a prc^r Re^ 
ward for his mean api;earance on JEan^ ; for 
when God becomes Man, though ther<e majf 
be wife Reafbns why he /hould conceal himielf 
in Humane Nature for a while, yet' it cannot . 
and oifght not to be always io^ but Jf God be* 
comes Man, he will at one time or other mgkc! 
liis Glory vifible to all the World in Humane 
Kature. 

It was a low and vile fubmiffion for the Soft 
of God to be arraigned as a Malefador be- 
fore Pontius Pilate, tq be falfly accufed', un- • . 
. Juffly condemned , made a Mock King, buf- 
feted, fcourged, rcjviled, with the moft bk- 
ter and infuldng Scorn, and nailed upon the 
Crofs, betwixt two Thieves; but the Scene 
will be changed , when he comes to judge 
the World J when his Crown of Thorns fMi 
be bright Rays of Glory j when the Wotind 
in bh Side, and the Print of the Nails m 
his tfjm^ and Feet, ftgll be Springs: and 

FouA- 
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FoTHitains of light; y when His Groii iHtU faa 
turned into a Tri^in|>hapt Chariot and; throno 
of Judgmeatj and t;^^ Ju{]ge 9iid Accn&rs.^ 
9nd all the Enemies^ and Dal^rs of his Cro6| 
ihaU ftand trembling before him : This is thoi 
Triumph of the Crucified Jefus^ this is the Re^ 
ward of hk Infamy ap4 Deaths and a proper / 
Reward k i%. to malue him th4 Judge of tho 
World, who was judged and condenu^inmielf 
by Sinners, 

The firm belief and perfwafion of this now, 
that God has made him the Judge both of the 
Quick and Dead , takes away the Shame of 
the^ Crofs : l.et who daf e mock at it^ we do 
JKX blu/h tQ own pur felvcs the ASTorihippers of 
the Crucified' Jefus, Vff^o 'fuffered under FondtIS 
Pilate, was crudfiedy deads and buried ^ for him 
Go4 raifed fiem the Dead^ and. bath made him 
both Ijwd and Cbrifi: We can read the Hi- 
ilory of his Arr^gnm^nt and Condemnation,, 
without tfUcing Offeree at his Sufierings , 
( though- a Cbffijt crucified was tp the Jev/s a Jium-^ 
blin^block y ^nd to the Greeks foolijhnefs ) be* 
cauTe by an Eye of Faith we now fee him 
advanced to the right hand of God , cloathed 
with M«j'efty ai^ Power , and fexpcd fliortly 
ti> fee him c6me again in $hei clouds of Hea*^ 
vcn tQ, judg? the 'W'orld* Thus the- Rrimi- 
tive Cbjrifti99S defei;^ded thjemfelves. againit 
the Reprpachescjf Jews, and Heathens, and 
thus we ipay to thi» day defend our felves 
againft th§ ^cqi!^ of ^Afheift^ and Infidels: For 
a. Cru^afied Jefus will. Appear a very: glorious 
Prince,. ^^9^ k^ come^.to: judge tho wprid. 

It 
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It ii vary • fitting as ydu • heard before , that 
the ^iout t)f Mankind fiiould bfe the Judgd 
of the World , aftH "it itiide it reafonable for 
our Savioir' to (ubmit to Tuch an ignomimous 
Death for 'the Salvadori »f MankSjd; when 
the Ignominy of thc'Crdfs fhould be reward* 
cd and dDne away by the'Gloiy and .Triumph 
of the laft JudgRi^nt ; and therefore the 
Apof&e tells us, That^/or ^tbe. joy that wasfet 
iefore him , he en Jure/ the Crofs ^ defvlfed the 
Jhame^ and is fet down m the right hand, of God ^ 
n Heb. i, 2. 

* ""...'' •' ' * • • 

i. It gives great Advantage to th^ Future 
Judgment, that the Son of Man ihall judge 
the world , he who, became Man , that ne 
might be the Savioyr of Manldnd : for the 
very appearance of the Son of Man to judge 
the world 5 wUr convince all Men of the Ju- 
ffice,' Equity, and -Compaffion of the laft 
Judgpient: and then -God willbe glorified in 
judging the world, when Men ahd Angels fliall 
fee and acknowledge the Juftice aiid Equity of 
it.' Now, . , ' . ' ' . 

.1. Wliat could mankind have defiitd more^ 
had they rhad the choice of their own Judge, 
than to be/judged by a Man ^ by a juft, and 
good, and com^affionate Man : It^ is a for-^ 
niidable^thing^to be- judged by God,- who is 
a Pure: and Holy Being, and who to hoJy, 
that he dares appear before his Tribunal ? He 
chargethhis Angels v/ith folly ^ and the' Heavens, art 
not clean in his fight: But we are'' apfc.to ex-^ 
pe<a ' a more favourable Judgnieiit frorii^ 2L 
liian^^. who*has a kindnejB for IH^iiriane -Na-^ 
»:, ture. 
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rare, who is fenfiblc of the Follies, Temptations, 
and Infiimities of it> who wilt not judge us as if 
we were Angels, or unbodied Spirits,- but will 
remembtt" liiat we are Men, that we are the 
Raceof Apoflate man, that we h^re a corrupt 
Nature within, a tempting World, and a tempts 
ing Devil without. 

If ibis then will fatisfie us, God has appoin* 
ted a Man for our Judge,* one who is our Bro^ 
theTy' Pkfi ^ our fltjhy and Bone of cur hone; oAe 
who has (iiifered, and has been tempted as we 
are,' who has Ured in the midft of a wicked 
World, and knows the Converfation of Mian^ 
kind, how eafily Men are turned afide by Exam- 
ple, and Perfuafion, and Intereft, by Fears and 
FlacterieG;; and ha^ great Pity for the Weak«- 
neflesof Men, and will makeall;favoui;ial)leJU^ 
lowanCesftM: them, '/ 

Nay. laoore than this, we have ti6^ only a 
Man, but God'Man for ouir Judges a-Godper-* 
ibnalty united to^ Humane Nature. All Man* 
Jdnd Have a great perfiiafion of God's Goodneis, 
that the kindeft and moft compaflionate Man 
inthe^^rld, fells iniRnitely fhort of the Good- 
hels of Gddi but they are iafraid of his Holi- 
nefe, and of his Juftice ^ that thefe Attributes 
will not/uffer him to make luflicient Allow- 
anced for the Weaknefs of Humane >^ature: On 
t)ie other hand, tho' Men know enough, to ptt^r 
each others Infirmities, yet they are not *ai- 
«ways' the moft fatourable Judges to one ano* 
ther J in reafoit itfhoiild be fo, that thole, 
^ho are expofed to the fame Ttfttiptations 
themfdlves^ who feel the Weakneffes and Info- 
mitiefr of Humane Nature, Iboukl pity thole 

R who 
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who are overcome by them j but it is xiotal-' 
ways fo, and. therefore we qaimot always 
rely on it: Btit when God becomes Man^ we 
have all the, Go.odnefs of God, and all the 
tender, Compafflon of a Man, in their utmoft 
Perfedion-; that when God-Man is our Judge, 
if either God or Man can help us^iweiare 
iafe J no Man need be: afraid of liichaf Judge, 
who has npt out-finned the iMerciesof 4 God, 
and the tender Compa/Qons of a Man }/suod 
he who has, mull pQrtfti, and the moffi mer- 
r cifiil Man muft vindica^ the Juftice of Qod 
init. •" . • ^ ...'• • .: / • 

- £fpecially,' i. When we: remember tb^c thi$ 
Man is the Saviour .6f Ma/ikin^: H«f who is 
our Jud^ biecame Man^ that h^ ; might: be 
x)tir Saxiour,* and can, we defire a, ithofc 
egual and favourable Judge, fthan the-.SftTiour 
ot Mankind? We may l^e: ftre h© tes^Lthe 
Kindnefsfpr us that we; con .defire-.:r.it,rv/a5 
a mighty Love to iHiiiiftan NarUrj^ yifvhicli 
brought jiiitt from ll$d^.§li^ aiid clorfwd; ihiftl 
with Hefli and BloOd^iftft^ expoftd JjJm.to 
all the Miferies an^.j&uflferings of;thiB lif^ 
for our fates;^ and wfcep hp died- and i differed 
,all this forrius, can i we. f^f^^d he will; be a 
fevere ^nd unequal Judge? Thv. ji^, ivho 
died f^r; Sinners, will dondemn .aiw pinners 
whomjie can favei Ba« he then foig^t Iu$ 
Agony And: bloody Sjieeat , his Crc^ an^ 
PalEon? Has he forgot that Lpv^^wWfib 
brought him. into the ; WjQrld , a|icijt w^iqh 
nailed biW to the Grpfi;, for the SaWfttion <)f 
Sinnef^r^-We need.,npt: dquht but^ jthje'l^vi^ 
our of/li^ftjkmd is fOprRftrgngly in^ici^ 

: uve 
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lave than to deftroy : Thair to deftroy did 
Ifty! far be in fnom. the, great Lover of Souls, 
that he fliouldiiayejany inclination, to deftroy : 
This is foreign; to, his Defignj.this is againft 
his 'V^^ill, thi$ is a forf« upon his Nature aiid 
Goyernmentj he is. Incarnate and Embodied 
I/ove i Mercy . is the Temper aind, Complexi- 
on^'^the Glory aridiTriumphof his Kinedom, 
and therefore -none fhajl eternally perifh^ but 
thofe whom 1x^6 nite and Incarnate Love cannot 
fkU. .. : .i '■•• , * . ; \,'- 

,. For we tnuft remember, that he has noyr 
|>titchafed us wkhhis own Blood, that he has 
;aift Intereft in u^i that every. Sinner he con- 
^demns, he proo^i^nces Sentence againft him- 
ftlf, hci reje<as wjiat might have been, and 
jivhat he paffi^i^ately defu-ed ftipuld have been 
hi$<>wn.; a|ii,tii9i'(B|ore we may be certain he 
will) cpnde$juippnej;, whom \?cw^ to the- 
jnoftfavburabWCo^ftn^^^?^^ the Terms of 
the GdjTpei,; rhe ^n^fave : I iajr^; we may. be as 
ce^tftiA of this,<j^ we are (to allude to iome 
l^ja^les; of,^^ SaviotirJ! that a Man who has 
travi^ed intO;|thfi/Vilderne^, to find a loft 
Shpep, will bruig , it home ;^on his. Back re- 
jo v<;ing, ^iid a,oj; leave 4t; to perifli therCj^ 
when, he has'found it j or that a Woman, wno 
ibnght diligpnjtjlyfpr her loft Groat, and re- 
joy ped at trh.« nrjding pfir,.will not immcr 
diately flii^ftit away again;: or that a leather 
j^hQrhas jecj^vgd his Prodigal Son with all the 
Feftival* ExpreljGons of l9y, will _ not iramedi- 
ately turn ; him put of his Family to feek his' 
Fortune: No, Chrift has flied his Blood for us 
^11; flind the more he favfes, the greater Jle-j 
. ^r - ft 3t \j^aifd 
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ward he has of his Sufferings^ the more nntiie- 
rons his Train and Retinue of redeemed Sonl^ 
is, and Numbers add to the Glory of the Tri* 
uqiph : This may convince all Manldnd hoifcr 
mercifiilour Judge will Be ; find if we muft be 
Judged at all/ could God do more for us, thaA 
to appoint the Man Chrift Jefus, who is our 
Saviour, to be our Judge ? 

Bui then confider on the oth^r hand, what a 
terrible thing will it be,tobeconde!An^bythe 
Man Chrift Jefus, the Saviour of the Worid ! 
What Tumults ind Convtilflbns «f HiOte^ts 
-muft fuch Sinners labotir under ! They m«n t^ 
Self-condemned ,• they muft feil all die Agoiies 
itfGuilt^ndI>s,(pair: Foriftfieycotild re»bna- 
'bTyexcuftthcmTelVes, 6r the mofrmer<5ul Mart 
in the ^oi^d dould excufc ftem, their JU^Ege 
wouMexculetheifetoo. Iknownbt howtoftea^ 
the dioughts ^thi^j the Very ima^natioa of it, 
amazes and coitfditnds hie ! To be damned is a 
tolerable Punifliment, incoittparifbnof being 
damnedby the Saviour of the World: Andmi^t 
I have been faved ? will fuch a Sftimer (ky : Md 
my Saviour, whb is now n<y Jttdge, a tti*i- 
ble Judge, med Hs Blood for me ? Did he piir- 
chafe Heaven for me? And does hfe now con* 
demn me to Hell, and defervedhr too, againft 
his own Inclinations, tho' he loic the Purdhafe 
of his piood by it ? O Wretch that I am ! rtflght 
1 have been faved ? And muft I be danmed, and 
danrned by the Saviour of the World ! What 
Fury and Paffioh will accompany thefe thoYkghts^ 
is not to be exprefied by wdrds; and I pray 
God none of us may ever feel it. 

3. Ano* 
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Future JUDGMENT. %4f 

5. Another thing which made it fo fitting 
ftild cangrnotts^ that the. Son of Man ihould 
judge the, W:orld, is. That. fie will.be a vifibk 
Judge :• It is very fitting the World fliould be 
vifibly judged J for without this, all the Pomp 
and Triumph of judgment ^ nay, fome of the 
principal Ends of Judgment are loft : God judges 
thd World in fo pubKck a manner, to convince 
the World of his Power, and Juftice, and 
Goodness, in thejfinal Deftnidion of all Bad 
Men, andin the filial Rewards of Virtue,* and 
therefdre this muft be' a viHble Judgment, and 
then there muft be a vifible fudgment-Seat, , 
'Znd a. vifible Judge, a vifible Glory and Pow- 
er } Bad Men muft know for, what they aro 
Judged, and (ee the Hand that executes Ven-. • 
geance on them, or, for ought I know, they - 
might go Arfieifts and Infidels to Hell,* and 
fee no more of God in a fired World, than 
they do in Plague, or Sword, or Famine, or 
fuch other Judgments as God fends upon the 

• Earth: They might curie their » hard JFate^ 
but neither accufe themfelves, nor own the 
Divine Power and Juftice,* and could they 
fink into Hell , -without owning the Being 
and Jiiftice of God, or acknowledging their 
^D^n Guilt and Deferts, and accufing them- 
felves as the Authors of their own Mifery . 
andDeftriKStionl'God would lofe the Glory of 
his Juftice and Power, and Hell it felf would 

/be a very tolerable.glace to Sinners ^ there 

would be Fire there to burn them, but no 

-Worm to gnaw their Confciences, no inward 

* Juries to tormenir th^m : ^Fhe Juftice of the 
^-I^ft Judgment, Whkli will flop the Mouths of 
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Sinners, and mate them confdS their owh Guilt 
aiid Deferts, will make theFlSmes of Hellfo fo- 
rioufly rage and flevour. 

So that it is neceffary,. that the laft Judg- 
ment fliould be executed hy a vifible Judge, 
. that it may not be thought rfie Efffeift of 
Chance and Accident, or Fate, bi^t the Re- 
fult of the Divine Wtfdom and Counfelj 
that the World may fee: and. know, that God 
Js come to judge them, and to take Ven- 
geance on all the Workers of Iniquity ,• and 
this alfo makes the Sdnof-Maiia v^i^^y^ffCh- 
per Judge of Mankind, bfccauie he is a vi- 
fible God, and can appear iiira vifibte Gloiy, 
.and as vifibly judge the World, as any earthly 
Prince or Judge when he afcendjthe Ju^gment- 
. feat. 

This will he, the Glory of that Day, to fee 
the yifible Ai>pearance of the Son of Man in 
the Clouds of Heaven, attended with Myri- 
ads of Angels to his Throne 6f Gtory, where 
he fits encirculed with the Heavenly Hpft, 
and all Maiikind Handing. before his,Tribu- 
ngl , expecting their final Doom from his 
niouth : Good Lord ! How will fuch ^ Sight * 
as this affect us ! Could ^webut paint a lively 
Jmage and Reprefentatfen of Judgment .up- 
on our Fancies, how would it warm our . 
Hearts I Hqw would it di(parage all the pom- . 
pous Pagp^ntry of this World I how would: it 
revive t^';Spirits of Good Men, infpire;the|n 
, with 'Cwrage and Refplution, with Zealand 
Adivjity in ferving Chrifltj lofl^g for that ikf- 
fid hope ^p4 glorious affe^ranee of the Great Gpiy* 
and our SAwour JefusCbrifi ! What terror. Wpuld 

. ' the 
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tl^e -yhpBght^ .of it -ftfike inro "Sinners I hoMr; 
wpuidcif copl:?h§.Heat of Luft ! how would it 
make their Countenance change^ and loofen 
thp J<>yj^s of jtheir J^oyns^and make their l^nees . 
isff^kqnt ^g^nft another, like the: Hand- wri- 
tkag i|pon t;he Wall, i^hile they are caroufing 
ixxitheii"/ full Bowls, and. drinking away the 
Thc^^ghics >pf God • art4 :|tidgmen^ ! 
^ ^i^ic2,n pbflib^y conceive the Joy and E%nU 
ta^ion of that Day, ^ when Good Men IKall fee 
tjieir.. Lord rcomiiig^ti die Clouds of Heaven, . . 
glplEtie^ with a< Humane Body, 4>ut bright and 
g^iou? as. the Supj v?i3ody which ftill jjptains 
tbe[ Jyfarl^s of hiSjSufferings, and the Tokens of 

' 'Jiow will it tjranfport us, to fee him whon^ 
our* ^oulsloyetb! to fee him whoip we have 
£> pa$on^tely longed,^ and deiired to fee ! 
tOjlBQ him^whom we love, though we have • 
not . feen hipj ! To fee him, I fay, not as the 
Shepherds did, a poor helplefs Infant, wrap- 
ped in Swadling-Clouts, and lying in a Man-j 
f^Pii:to fee him -not ari^aigned for aMale- 
^ty nor hanging in a fham^ful manner 
upon the, Grqfs, but to fee him in all his 
Majeiiy and Glory, fo fee hin* a Triumphant 
Cipnqueroujr and; Judge, to fee him with 
Qrowns and Laurels in his Hand^, knd in 
torn .p fee the Qertainty of pur Faith, thp 
PpmfJetion of our Hopes, the Rewards of 
p[ur Patience ^d Sufferings, and our final 
Conqneft over Death and Hellj O joy fill ' 
P^y , when this Royal Bridegroom ihall 
cppQ.in the Glory or his Father, to meet 
)^ .^poijf^ ^ Qijirch, to 5ona^<a hgr to 

R 4 . his 
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. his Father's HoiiCe^ there to fee^ and diere 
to partake in his Glor}% and never to f»auT 
more. 

Methmks I fee holy and derontSonls ia 
thehighed Raptures and Ecftafies <tf Joy^ em- 
hracing and comfoirtihg one anoth^ at the 
Appearance of their Lord :• Hfere comes the 
Blefled Jefus^ it is he himfel^ the true Image 
of God, the very Brightness of his FiKber^s 
Glory: This is that UeflTed D^ we have 
fo long expeAed and hoped for ,•' let tis 
go forth and meet him ; let ns haflea inta 
the Embraces of our Saviour : He is come 
to Judgment, but let thole tremble at Jndg- 
mjent, who are afiraid of the Judge.: Ve an^ 
iys , he has bought us with hk Blood ; he 
has renewed and fanftified us by lus Sfnrir^ 
and now he is come to own 1^ in the pre* 
fence of Men Smd Angels, to beftow a Kmg^ 
dom on us, to receive us to himielf , Aat 
where he is, we may be alio, and behdd his 
Glory. ♦ . . 

But then, on the othtr hand, coofider, 
I befeech you, what a terriMe Sig^ this 
will be to Bad Men, who have laughed %t 
the Fable of a Crucified Jefus^ and modted tt 
a Futiire Judgment: And is he come,"^ M^tt 
fiich a Sinner iay ? and muft I be judged at laft^ 
When I thought my felf fo ^hreof jfu%i 
ment \ Behold I fee him, and can be an ItiBm 
no longer: Lord, what Terror is there in Mt 
Looks ! How do his Eyes flftnie with Vca^^ 
ince : Who caii abide me Day of his Wratt \ 
How can I appear before fifmias my J^^i 
whom I wdiildjioi h^f<Hrfiiy Sttviour I W& 
\i h: ;;. : V :. .^ i j'^ :• :• . ;;* ?* , i account 
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iccottift tan I give of my Ae&tmy ^fio never 
isxpt&^ to be called to ^ account foi; diem T 
What Plea can I make for my felf; who would 
nevfer bWkfve, who wotald never be periWaded ! 
HbwfliaBIbeaifhisPffeftrtte, ahdyetwWthet 
can I fly from him! When he condemns nir^ to 
whom can I appeal from the Jud£;e and dte Sa- 
.viour of the World ! O Wretch mat I am, who 
wtmld n6ver beHeve, never think of jthisDay^ 
and now I nmft be condemned by (jxe Satiotir 
•of tbeWteld! 

D5t thefeThotightsrfienmake a deep nnpreC- 
Son tf^KMl our mindsi> before diat Cay comes ; 
let us rtnitmber that the: Son of Man willbe our 
jMgei life Ivho laid down his Life for us, he. 
il'ho fto w invites us to Repentance^ he who now 
promifes Pardbn and Fbrgivenels to tta6 Peni- 
tentt ; let this teach us to reverence his La\vs, to 
imitate iiisVEiample, to put our whole Truft 
aiid Confidence in Ks Merits *and Interceffion, ^ • 

That ii^Ben he kadetb again in his glorious M^'ejh 
^ juitehth fbewidk and the Ataiy v>t may rife 
with l(im ttnto l^e immortal ; as our Cnurch 
teaches ttstopray. 

' S€tonitijti,L^xisn(y^QbnMt^ 
we have^ thatthe lilan Chrift Jefus fliall be the 
)udge 6f ^hfe Worid : iit4M this St. fauJ tells 
«, That Ocd iiatb riveffy/j/fhce^knto ali men^ in 
Hits iifhatifraifeJbimfrom the deaJ, " « 

But youH fty. How does the R'efiirreAioj^ 
<tfChxift4i-om die dead, prove that he is made 
the Judge of die World? For that ^ny Man 
i^fs from the dead/ docs not prove that he is 

lu'i. ... . .^ V ;. . . .-;.,., Judge 
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Judge pf: )|;he ^orldti Wr9, W.aU pfc.^^a^ M 

more o^Chnft^but on^jrP^ R® ^Pi? ^^g^ from. 
thaI^4-tMs. would^fl^^ tp be ,t;he 

redioo ^and iri^fiil^bli^ 

Proof y il^^yi'j'^i^^ 

^^i'"!^ 1^^^ .^6.P^[^,:''^i/Tt^ : And 

that Jiq-^ ,tbe Jud§;p pE. rf;ie,Worl4^iQr.tHk he 
«pre(i)^ jia'ug^l^ his J^j^^je^/ it J\^ 
^pi^n^ifttidrdl judgm ^h^t f^e iStf» 

w /ingtis-^ an4 then ljh^jl^%^: n^w:^sjvsm*^ Man 
:QrT(Ung 




ed his. ireftiiptony, bf raifing Hfhj.froqi,, thp^ 

De^d.". ;...\ . . ^' ^ \^f^"-' • ,...;/ , '- ; '-, 

2. We muft corifider alfo, that^^hg j^efur-t 
redion of Chrift was his vifible Aavancemeiit 
into - his/iKing^om ; ^ Tjiejj. Jiis Kkigdoiji be- 
gan, when he fpfe |&<>tr^,the liead^ fh^n ^I 
firwff^ 7J(^ .Qonifnft tg^fit q himrhpijIfj.iuMeayen . ^^d 
in ^fril^'^^f J^^ (ao^jm^^^]!^ 

advanced hin^, was.Yiril>letOjalirM[enAi«i t^ 
EfFufion of the rfoly Spirit on the Apoftles^ 
on the I>ay of Ventecojt^ and in thofo wonderful 
Miracles which they wrought in, hi^/Kfajn^ 
Thus St. Teter telk the Jews^ that -tliemifTfici^ 
Ipus EfFulioa ot-the Spirit was a^ vifible P^opf^ 
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ttet God had advanced Chrift into hj& King- 
dom^ 2 J3s J J. Therefore being by the right hand 
of God exaltedy and halving recei'ved of ibe Father 
the fromife of the Holy Ghoft^ he -hath Jljed forth 
tb$Sy which ye nov) fee and hear. And from hence 
concludes^ v. 36. Therefore let all the Houfe of If- 
rael know ajfuredly^ that God hath made that fame 
yefus whom ye ha*ve cr^cifiedy both Lord and Chrifi. 
Thus: upon Qccafion of the Miracles the Apo- 
ftles wrought^ wfien they were forbid to preach 
in bis JNiame, St. Petfr tells the Sanhedrim, 
The God, of ^uf^ Fathets raifed^ up Jefus^ whom ye 

Jlew and hanged on a Tree. Him hath God exalt- 
ed iiHtk> his right hand ,_ to be ^a Prince and a 
SavioHTy for to give refentance unto Ifraely and re- . 
mijjion of ^ins^ and we are his Witn^Jfes of thefe 
things i^ and fo is alfo the Holy Ghofiy whom God 
hato given to them that obeyMmy $ K&s 30, 21. So 
that when Chrift rofeagaln^ he took pofleffion 
of hi$ Kingdom, and he muft reign till he hath 
put down all Enemies under his Feet ; that is, 
till he hath judged the World, finally condemn- 
ed all Bad Men, andfewarded his faithful Difci- 
ples, and thenhe fliall give up theXingdom 
again unto his Fatner, that God may be all in 

' all, xCor.i^. , 

But befides this, there are two vifible EfFecfts 
of the Refurredion of G H R I S T, which are 
plain Prefeges and Preludiiims to a future Judg- 
ment, The Deftrudion of the Jewijh Nation 
and Policy,' and theI)eftru(aion of the King- 
dom of Darknefs. 

I. The Deftrudion of the Jewsy for their 
great Sin in crucifying their Meffias: This 
Chrift foretold he would do, this is the i^ean- 

. , lag 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



'xjx APraltical Difcourfe coneeri^ing 

ing of that Parable of the Nohh-many 'jphowmt 
into a far Country to recehve .for bimfelf a King^ 
donty and to return.— -^ But bis Citiz^ens bated 
iinfy and fent ' a Meffage after binty fajfing. We 
wiS not have this Man to reign ov£r us. And 

• ' wben be returned y befaidy Buttbofe- mine Enemies 

wbicb would not tbat I Jhould reign over thentj 
bring bitbery and fay them before mey 19 Luk. 12, 
14^ 27.- And therefore when Chrift had f<>re- 
told the Deftruftion of the Temple, and his 
Difciples asked hiin> When ' Ihall thefe things 
be, and what /hall be the fign of thy coming, 
and of the end of the Worid ? Our Saviour 
intermixes the" Prophecy of the Deflrudion of 
Jerufalenty the Fate of the Jewish Nation, and ; 
the laft Judgment, or the end of the World ,• 
the Deftruftion of the Jevnfl) Nation, beSngthe 
beginning and the Prefage of a future Judoftent, 
24 Mattb. This was a vffibie Aft of Mi juftice 
and Power, and a fair warning to the World, 
what all the Enemies of Chriffs Kingdom nriift 
expeft- 

2, The overthrow of rfie Devil's. Kiigdom 
in the' WcJrld, is another PrefegQ t)f a future 
Judgment. When Chrift apjpeared,'^he Devil 
had his Kingdom in this Worlds was ihe God 
bf this Wodd, and was worfluppcd wiffx Di- 
vine Honours ,• and St.' John t&k us; for this 
end the Son of God was manlfefy to 4'^Jhor tbe 

• * works (f the Devil^ 1 ibh. ^.^. Atjd 'Chrift 

tells us. That the if olv Ghoft, whbto^d Would 

. fend u^on his Apoftle? after Ms Refttri:6dion 

from the 'dead, pould convince the world, ^f 'judt- 

tnenty'iecfiufe the prince (ftbis, ii^irld Ji'Jftdgfdy 

" xf Johnii. "Where by |udgitient-i^uh«Hfeid 
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the final JwJgment, which the Spirit ftqiald 
convintf&the World of, by thatvifible Judg- 
ment he would execute upon the Prince of 
this World : For by the preaching of the Go- 
fpel, he turned Men from Darknefs unto Light, 
and from the Power of Satan unto God ; con- 
verted great psurt of the Heathen World, filen- 
ced their Oracles, and expofed their Gods, 
and- their Worfljip, thelf Temples and their Al- 
tars to contempt. ' - 

This was a vifible Judgment of the Prince of 
this Worid: khA \m,^xmh^ JM[en rfafon vo 
look afcoiit Atani, when th§y rf^e 4;h€ir Prioce and 
Capltain;fotmfer}ibly def^W^? If Chrift;havc 
ali^^dy ^ bt)g«n. to ei4cijtf^ > jjiigtn^at :o« the 
fVimce' df tWfi World, *%iB|^t^tJb4S' a plaiia f^u^ 
.nmner<rf|t]h©ffealj*4g?if*l^>5^^ th^ti^ . 
and his Angels, and^&^j^a^: l^ea ih^U .1^ 
<teincned-t(i>'i5rtWialfirej?^.;:o 15.^; , ^ ../ 

TMsv^osafice we hav€, ^hat the Son -^i 
MacHiaflji^theWorJA A^tGodhajJiwif^ 
ed hiih fmOnl ^e Dead^^ and thereby qoniinii- 
ed fh^tATeftittiony wi^ch:\h^,gave of Jhiipi^tf, 
advahoed ,kim 10 ^^herijplM; JH^nd of Powet^ 
and has ak^dady. gken iotf^e Xepfible VmoU 
of his Powqr aAd Juftice3:-,w-the Ovevs^hrfm 
of the Jioiiipi Nation, .aiid the Devil's KLog- 
dom. ••■;-"\'.- 

likalloWy ferther obferve. That thi? feflii- 
ble Proof 1^ have, tl^<Cfar^.ihaU ju4ge^ th^ 
World, is\a .fisnfible Pitoof of a future Jirdg- 
ment: ^cdsttiainas we arethat Chriit.lstiTeflu 
from- £hosBead,»fb certain Jwe aris of afiieure 
Judgment ;^^^riuch is ^nj^buhdant Xi^a&v 

mation 
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matibh of all thofe other Argumems from Vi^z^ 
Ton and Scripture^ that God will jitdge the 
World. :. ' 



C H A P. IV. 

th€ MMner and Cinum/iaHCCs of CflRlSTs 
Appearance^ and the Aivful Solemnities of 
Judgment. 

IV. T E T its iioW confider the Manner and 
L/ Cir&umitaneesof Chriflfs Appearance^ 
iind the Awful Solemnities of Jndgmeiit. I have 
upon feVeral Occafions hinted at molt of thefe 
thin^ already ; but theprder of my Di6x>urfe 
rebukes that I (hould fay ibmedung particular-; 
ly, though briefly to them. 

Novr our Saviour tells ife^ 1 6 Msicth..2.7, Tl^t 
tbe Son of ManfiiaU coHii in tbegloif^f kiJ^oitber, 
'With bh An^el/. 9.tAk6 26. nat'tbe; Stm of 
Man jhaU come in- bis 4iim ^lorjf i^dJnlbis Fa-^ 
tbersy and of the holy. Angels. That i'rte Lofd 
Jefus fiaB be revealed from. He/fi&id^ ^^fith bis. 
migbtjf Angelsy in flaming fire; \t^biHg 'Vengeance 
ontbem-tbat know not Godj and hb^mt the Go* 
fpel of our Lprd Jefm Cbrifi^ -£ XhxS^. 1. 7, 8; 
That tbe Lord bimfelfjhaUdefcend from Heaven wifb 
ajhouty witbfbe voidt cf* the Ardaf^d; a$td'Vfitb 
tbe trump of God; nibich JhaB aiiaion the ieadl 
and raifi them out of tbeit Graves }ibta the dead 
•in Cbrifi JhaS rife firA: then ^e 'nsldch iih jdive.; 
that 15/ Whoever ihsdl thenbaalivtiattEJirift's 
doming to Judgment^ fiaB he eanght, t^p togetbA- 

witi 
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HiAth tbemiffithiGi^iidii'tb ike€t the hrriiii^ . 

a»J:^fiHilltu^€ievenif^rmilb'ihe L(^iy i IT^heffi 4'. 
'l6j iff^' iSliiZt ^biK:tbe Son^ of Maiiko^iitly in-^ his 
gh^ vnd all hu' bolf,Af^is ^^Uhr bt9^'?*thkn JhaS 
Acfify)ifpf«a'the7lir€ltte(fUk him i \WAi 

jMivini^er^dr all', ffaiicnsj and hf \fh^^ feparafi 
ib^^ me from anotbtt^ . ar A fijefhtri^ iMdeih his ' ' ^^ 
^Shkf\fi^ the Gw^jr^vafrMAtth; '^tjf'^. Or ais 

1 4, 'ijjw JhtdJ faav id'iivh^eTiiipne'i And him 
ti'dt^/a^iit ; from, i^hfayfiice the ^drih^and'hea^- 
^atnsfl^iwajf^ and- i^r^ fii^a^no'^flaik'^fhiund^ for 
themn,. ^djfaiMKtbiyikadyfmallaikl^gr^/ftand 
before . Gad i apd< ftf^.hBi^'were €p9ni^f\.and anctbez 
Imk.wof &fenedy. which k the h0pk^l}f4ify: fnd tht 
'^adimf&t judgei^om oftbafktblngi ^i^biiphvui^e'writ^ 
^enMthhmksi Amrding\n^iif ?2>iiri)r^ -This gives 
M:^ gd|iemIPraQ)eftjioftheOrd%aaiuiSbkmml 
iy.*f ^iaft Judgirteiti whicKis venl;J?ompouk 
^fi^ CS^<mm^y and very j'Xerrible :rfa!iiece tiof^i 

W EKMB|)%ifoi\rWt^ jd3i$'^:.wetie..bui like mt 
Spof»yfliidApifli^Eow»ttonsof C^ \ctx^ 

thi^npsaruculvIy^it'bmMefly corifiderdie fev^ 

vb<<Sw?ytrfl»U{Wmfe0fc.>i&w own iSkry^^nd in bk 

■^^^thfr^v.^ <f\^l^^^'i^^ '^ i.jh.^v . I / } 

Glory of his. Perfon, that is the Glorjr of 
an JtacarMte <5«4*, His Bodjj ^^PriUz be bright ^ 
^{y^!^ioriotts.gS:t)h$!.gwi^ it;w!aswlien he 

Mkf^Mid-fhin^^lh'^ksfm^^^ 

^Mff 'im-Aff ikkh^ V^ Matth. 2; . lAcnd.if die« 

l!^ «Bfiuafiw.^<fee«« of Glciyi and Majfeftjl, 

Uiho ^ ' ^ .we 
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we may bd fore he wQl appor 2n it all ^^ 
when he(X)ine$coJudg^eiic. The Scr^mire 
^fliues iiS| duEt Cbfifi is' now dodled imith a 
glorious Body i ^d thsic ait the RefurreAioa 

^FhU. 11.^ P^^ €b§fig(f 9m "tfile MUmJ that tb'ejf imf he like 
t$hif ^um m$ft gUriwt kdMy: and He himfelf 

i3Mat43 tellsttSj At ^t Jay tbe.righ€om JhallfibH firth 
like tke.fim m tiHe Kiwjamaf their Faher : And 
if he bedows fuch G&iy on hi$ meancii Mem- 
hctSy how glorious will the Head be? efor 
St. Fsftl^w^s Jis, That tiicn are very^ di^- 
rent degrees of Glory ; Then is cm gkij rf the 
fim, and another ^my tf tht moam, and omAtr 
glory rfthefiari; for okefiar Jiffertth from Smother 
fiitr in glory • • ^^ ^^fi ^ ^^ rtfurreBim of tho JeaJ^ 
X Cor. 1^43^942, With udiat Gloiy then win 
our Ix>rd Appear, when becomes to Judfinent i 
U the&bjteeotisiliall ftioe forth like the Suo^ 
ho¥r bright will the Sun of Kigkteou(ke(s him^ 
felf be ? ifimeer Creatures iraJl appear io ^k>^ 
A0U6^ what will tl^ Glory joF an bicSr4ate'€iJ 
be? for be wiU^not dien appear as a gio^om 
Creature, but asa viiible Go/; as I dbferved be^ 
fore^ hisG«i!6^22////j]!ij»^ diroiighlusgjiorified 
HumaiHty^ as vifible as our Souls tlo tli^dugh 
our Bodies : And how^g^rk>urmuft that ^bdv 
be^ in which the Deity ^pears! a Qloiy wMdi 
diftipgttiflies a God from the moil glorious Oea* 
tujrtSs. * - 

But he muft appear in the -G^ tf his Fa- 
Jiieralib: that is, as J[ undefftand it^ wiihtthe 
, Authority of an Univei^ri Judge: diisii$a|^t 
Glory J tor Authority and Power carries. R^ 
jrerence and Majefty with it : .Whatever Mebs 
jpocfpnal Qualifications arey .though npom ^ 

#ther 
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bchcr accounts they are iritieh inferior to their 
Neighbours ; yet the Charafter of a Judge 
makes them Venerable, elpeciilly to thofe who 
muftbe judged by them. Authority is an in- 
yifibie Charader, but yet gives a Vifible Ma- 
jelly J it is apt to impofe upon our Judgments 
of Fdrfons, that ^e hardly think them the 
fame men whenthejr fire in Authority and out 
of it: And if an ordinary Judge of AfSze be „ 
lookt on with fo much Reverence and Awe^ 
What is the Glory and Majefty of an Uni- 
verfaljudger? Howwillallthe World fall, and 
bow, and tremble before him, who with the 
Word of his mouth can ientence them to E- 
teraal life or Death? This is bis Father s rimy 
for he is the Natural. Lord and Judge of the 
World, and from him he receives this Autho- 
rity* to judge the Worlds The Father judgetb 
no many hut bath' tofnmittei all Judgment to t^e 
Son : That all fHen Jhould honokr the Sony e'tfen as 
they honour the Fathery y John, 22^ 2 ;. To thisf 
Glory he is now advanced j and we fnuft now , 
Obey, and Reverence, and Adore him as( 
our Judjge, but it will give a vifible Majefty to 
him, when hethus comes in the Gloiy of his: 
Father,* when the aftonifliing Glory of his Per- 
fon IS ftill made more Glorious and Majeftick 
by the Authority of a Judge. - . 

But his Retinue is vcrjr glorious alfo, and 
ftdds to the Terror and .Majefty of his Appear- 
ance j forhefliall comt attended with Myri- 
ads of holy Angela, bright and glorious Beingsy 
who incirde m Perfon, and are the Witnefles 
iiad MioHttrs of his Jufttce; 

/ ^ , S #W . 
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We know a fplendid Retinue adds greatly co 
the Glory of a Prince or Jud^e: a Multitude has 
fomething great and awful iilit^ ^pecially^whea 
this Multitude are all his Dependants, Servants, 
and Miniftersj and more ftill, when every oiae 
of this Multitude are moft excellent^nd glorious 
Creatures, the Beauty and Perfedioa of the 
Creation, whofe fingk Qlories we cannootnow 
bear the fight of, with©u^ great Apprchenfioa 
and Amazement: And what a mighty Prince is 
he, who comes attended with the whole Hofb of 
Heaven, who leave their Heavenly Manfions 
to wait upon their Lord, and to adorn his Tri- 
umphs i 

But this glorious Retinue of Angels -is. not 

meerly for Ponjp and State ^ but they are 

the Minifters pf his Juftice, and thercfoii are 

called iDi!^ mighty Angels y or the Angcfe of his 

MeT A>jg- Power, x'T%eJfl i. 8. And what a powerful 

?M9 «^jw*- Judge is he, who has all the Powers of Heaven 

ft8*v*rT¥. attending him to execute his Vengeance on Men 

and Devils? 

This glorious Judge fhall at the 1^ JDay 
come down from Heaven, for thither he afcen- 
ded after his Refurre^^ion from the Dead, and 
there he muft continue riU he comes to )udge 
the World : But then the Lord himfelf JhaS 
defcend from Heaven Tvitb a fljoupy with, the voice 
of the Archangel y and 'unth the Trump of Gedy 
2.TheiC 4, 16. I fee ho reSafon why this 
fhould notbeunderftood literally, ofanaudible 
Voice and Shouting, and an audible found, of 
the laft Trumpet to fummoq all Mankind to 
• Judgment i for this makes the Appearanccr 
more folemn and awful : and thus God defcen- 

dcd 
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5ed y oh Mount Sinai ^ When he gave the 
Law^ fVitb thundringi and lightningSy and the 
'voice of a trumpet exceeding loud ; fo thai all ihe, 
feqfte that ivas in the Campy trembled^ 19 Exod. 
16. And if he gave the Law with the found 
of a Trumpet^ why not Judge the World with 
it' too ? 

This Shout is the touting of the holy An- ^ 
gels, begun by the Voice • of the Archangel, 
in their defcent with Chriflj and fignifies 
wha^ fuchjfehou tings do among Men, either 
great Joy ^nd Exultation, or Alacrity and ' ' 
Courage: Thus Men fliout for Joy when any 
thing hapjpens which highly pleafe them ^ 
thus Soldiers fhout when the fignal is given for 
Battel • 

TThu^ when our lord fhall f^y, Coftie ye ho- 
ly Angels, go down with me to judge the World ; 
they wilt fhout for Joy that that Day is come, 
which will put a jfinal end to the Kingdom 
bfDatknefs,* when the Devil and his* Angels, * 
aiid all Wicked Men fhall be caft into the Lake 
6^ Fire j and Good Men rewarded, and crown- 
ed, and received into the immediate Prefence 
of God in Heaven. For this is matter of Joy 
to all Holy Angels, to fee the final Conqueft 
of all the Enemies of CH R I S Ts Kingdom ^ 
to fee the Triumphs of Juflieey to fee all 
Impiety and Wickednefs fhamed, condemn- 
ed 3 . and piinifhed^' and the World deanP 
6d from the Pollutions of it: To fee their 
iiumbers encreatfed by the advancement of 
Good Men into Heaven,, who will now be 
tmited to theic Company , and joyn with 
them in iinging Hallelujahs to Him that fit- 
S z teth 
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•teth on the Throne, and to the Lamb ; for if 
there be joy in Heaven at the Repentance of one 
Sinner, what Ejcultation and Acclsunation will 
there be, to fee the whole number of G O Ifs 
£led raifed again with glorious Bodies, 
and receive that Kingdom which was prepa- 
' red for them before the Foundations of the 
World-! 

"When our Lord /hall'Tay, Come .ye ho- 
ly Angels, and be the Minifters of my Ju- 
itice, and e;cecute my Venge^|ce upon a 
Wicked World, upontne Devil Ind aU Bad 
Men, and gather together mine EleiSfc from 
the four Corners of the Earth ,• with what 
Shoutings will they receive their Commiffi- 

. on ? .With what Alacrity and Courage will 
they execute it? For lo our Saviour him- 

' felt reprefents it , that the Angels are not 
meerly Attendants of State , but his Offi- 
I cers and Minifters ' whom he employs in ^ 
judging the World : Thus he expounds the 

. Parable of the Tares, 13 Mat. 41, 42, 4'j. 
He that foweth the good feed y u the Son of Man : The 
field is the world : The good feed are the Children , 
cf the Kingdom : but the tares are the children of ' 
the wicked one :^ The Enemy that fowed them is 
the Devil: The harvefi'is the end of the world : 
And the reapers are the Angels. As therefore the 
tares are gathered and burnt in the fire ; fo Jlyall it 
be in the end of the Worlds' The Son of Man 
fijall fend forth his Angels^ 'and they JImII ga- 
ther, forth out of his KiKgdopt all ' things that of 
f^dy and them which do iniquity ; and jhall 
cafi them into a furnace of fire : There jhall 
be walling and gnajhing of teitb* Thin jj/yall, 

the 
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He righteous fljine forth like thefun^ in the king-- 
dom if their Father., And thus he expound^ 
the Parable of the Npt, that -was. cafi intq 
the fea , ani gathered of every kind. Which ^ 
ivhen it was full , they drew to Jhore , and 
fat downy and gathered the good into Fejfeh^. and 
the bad they caft away. Sofljall it bje at the end * 

of the World: The ^Angels Jhdll come forth ^ and 
fever the wicked, from, among the jufi y and jhall 
caft them into the ; furnace of fire : there Jhalf 
be 'wailing and gnajhing cf teeth ^ ^T. ify^ ^8, 49^ 

What is meant by the Tru^p of God y 
with 'which Chrift defcends from Heaven^ 
is hard to fay j only thus much wq know, 
that it is fueh a Trumpet, at the found of 
which the Dead fhall' rife j as St- Paul ex- 
prefly tells us, i Gon' if, 5*1, ya. Behold I 
jhew you a myftery ; We jhall t^ot "all Jleepy but 
we jhall all be changed ^ in a mpmenty in the 
twinkling of an eye y at the lap trump y (for - 
the trumpet jhall found') and the dead Jjhall be 
raifed incorruptible y and we jhall be changed. 
And therefore this laft Trump Teems to be 
what our Saviditf ciStUs the vpice of the Son of 
Gody 5* John 2^, 28,^9. Ferilyy verily I fajf 
unto youy The hour is comingy and noyi> isy when 
the dead jhall hear the voice of the Son of Qod ; 
and they that hear jhaU live. Which piay \nn 
deed be underflood of - a MetaphoricaJ or 
Spiritual Death and Refurreiftion , ' that 
thofc who were dead in Sin, ftoiild bje raife4 
to a new Spiritual Life by hearing ^the 
Voice of the Sda ©f God y^ and believing 
on hiin i tttt iKoUgh our Saviour might inr 
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tend thi§ fcnfe, yet he meant fomewhat 
jnore by ft, as appears from what folr 
lows : Marvel not at this : for the hour is 
comings in the which aU that are in their graves 
JhaU hear h^ voice, and jjhaU come forth y they 
4hat have- /lone good pnto the refurreBion of life f 
and they, that have done evil unto the refur^ 
reBion of damnation. Sp that the yotce of 
jChrift Inall raife the Dead^, which m^y well 
be called the Trump of God, when it Aall 
found tUroilgh all the World , and give ^, 
hew life to the Dead, and fummon 'em to 
Judgnient., 

For this i$ another very material Cir-^ 
cumftance of the Future Judgment, Tl?a^ 
all the ODead, both good and bad, fhall be 
raifed to Life again, and appear before thQ 
jjfudgment-Seat of Chrift : That as we m^iflf 
give an a!ccbunt of whatever we have 
done in this Body, whether good or bad, 
fo we muft re-affume pur. Bodies agaiii 
when we coftie to Judgment. I /hall npt 
now difcpiirfe to. you, of the |\[amrp or 
PofSbility ' of . the RefurreJaiQn , which -\^ 
iong$ to another Argmnent ,* but the JV^PJ* 
phrift Jefus is the ^dge of Mankind ^ he 
appears in Humane Nature hipifelf, cloath- 
ed with an Humane Body, though infinitcr 
ly bright jjnd . glorious ; and he . coir^s tp 
judge Men, not unbo^iqd Soiils> and.jther^ 
fore 'we niuft be rq-un^e^ tq[,gjir Bc^ie^. a- 

C, ' for a ^ Humanft f Sfpjijf. i& , pot a perfe^ 
wifKopt Its Body, li Afi. unbodied «Soui 
is guilty.of uprie of thbfe ^^ for which. :^e 
f^^ft i>?4^^?^> for wpilgmftjbe judgs^i for 

i ' ^ ' what . 
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what we did in th^ Bodyj the Man finned, an^ 
the Man muft be jittfged, and the Man muft be , 
either happy or mifer^bie for ever. 

Lord i with what Horrour and Reludancy 
will bad Souls enter into their Bodies again j 
not to enjoy th^ir old beloved Scnfualities, but 
to be judged for: them! when the very fight 
of their Bodies ifbaU call to mind all the Vil- 
lanies they adaed.in themj wherj they muft 
appear before their J^dge, with all the W- 
ftruments of Wickednefs about them> with thofe 
very Bodies wbofe Members they . had made fer^ 
ij^ants of uncleannefs y and to iniquity unto inir- 
quity : With Eyes full of Adultery, with 
Hands ftained with B»lood , or full of Bribes 
or Rapine, with a blafpheming, a lying, a 
reviling, a perjured Tongue j to unitea^oul 
to ftch a Body againi is like tying a Man 
to his murdered Friend , which will both 
fcare and torment his Confcience, and poi- 
Ion him.with a noifome Sftench. The Body 
whi^KwRs the Teimpter and the Inftrument 
*in all this Wickedriefs,,wiH now be a Wit- 
ness agaiiift him,' and an Inftrument of his Pu* ^ 
nifhiin^^t too, - 

But jiQly Souls wiU:give a better Welcome 
to theif Bodies, Bodies in which the Flelh 
wa^^ fubd^ed to the Spirit ; which were pre- 
ferv^d :|)ure apd clean from all fenfual Lvfts, 
which were the ready Inftruments of Righ-. 
teoufnefs and Vertue,.\which were offered up 
livijt\gj, lioly, and ai^ceptable Sacrifices to God ; 
which; Offered Lofs y and Want , and Tor- 
ment ,1 ^ Death for the fake of Chrift ; 
GcK)d men. would d^firc to be judged in fuch 

$ 4 Bodies 
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Bodies as thefe, which are vifible Teftimo*- 
hies of their Faith, and TPatience, and Mor- 
tification, and Self-denial , which are the 
Menibers of Chrift, and the Temples of die 
HolyGhoft, 

Thiis all Mankind fliall rife out of their 
Graves, and appear before the Judgment-feat 
of Chrift; and therefore now let us contem- 
plate our Lord, fitting upon his Throne,, the 
Throne of Judgment, as he himfelf tells us^ 
2^ Matth. 31. When the Son of Man jhatt come 
in his ^loryy and aU the holy angels with biwy 
then JhaTl he Jit upon the throne of his glory. Thus 
|t is defcribed in the Revelations of St. John, 
7-d Revel' 13. Jnd I faw a great white 
throne^ and him that fat on itj from whofe 
face the earth and the heaven fiid (iway^ and 
there was found no flace 'for them* What 
this Throne is, or where it ftall be placed, 
we are not told ,• but the moft* probable 
Conje<aure, is, that this Throne is a bright re- 
fplendeht Cloud in the form of a Magni^. 
ncent Throne, placed in the Air, at iome 
iiiftance from the Earth j for he is iaid to 
come in the Clouds of Heaven ; ' and St, 
Paul plainly intimates to us, ' that his iThrone 
ftall be in the Air, when he tells us, that 
thofe Good Me^ , who fliall be alive ^t 
Chrift 's coming, jhall he caught uf to ineet^ the 
Lord' in' the air i and it is not improbable, but 
this, may be negr Jeruf^km^ where the Tem- 
ple of God w^s, where he coiiverfed wliile 
nfc lived on Earth, and where he \vas ju^^ed 
pnd condemned as a MjalefaAor, ind treated 
with the mmpft 5com and Contempt^ and 
'' "'" ■''■" ?•'■*•= •• ;- -:' ' "' • nailed 
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railed in an infamous manner upon the Crofs j 
for it feems to add to the triumph of th^tDay, 
to appear in aUhis Glory to judge the World, at 
that very place where nefufFered Shame, and 
Reproach, and Death, for the Sins of Men, 
and from the hands of Sinners. But this is all 
ConjeAure (though not without fome appear- 
ing Probability) and therefore I fliall bttild no- 
thing on it. 

The Judge being fat, all Mankind appear 
before him, to give an account of their Ani- 
ons, and to receive their final Sentence: Be- 
fere him (hall be gathered all Nations i and be 
jhall fe far ate them one from another y as a Shepherd 
dividetb the Sheef from the GoatSy 25- Mat. 32. 
This, as I obferved before, our Saviour at- 
tributes to die -Miniftry of Angels, who fe- 
parate the Wheat from the Tares, and the 
good FJfh from the bad : For the Angels we 
know are minifiring S firsts fent forth to minifier 
ftn' them who jhall Be Heirs of fahationy i Heb. i±, 
and therefore they know . hpw to diftinguilh 
between Good and Bad Men, and to feparate 
theni from each other. 

This is the laft and final ' Separation ; 
Good and Bad Men Ihall never meet and in- 
termix with each other after this : They live 
together in this World, and converfe toge- 
ther, are united by Relation and Intereft ; 
are Members of the fame Church, and wor-r 
fliijp God together in the fame Holy Commu- 
, nion of Prayers and Sacraments, but they 
muft part Company at. the Day of Judg- 
ment,- the one to the right Hand, and the 
bcher to the left : Men are very apt to flatter. 
' " ^ ^ ' themr 
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themfelves now^ that they IhaU fare the better 
for the Company they keepi no Chaurch^ 
an4 no Communion is pure enoujg^ for them ; 
not that they are fo much holier than their 
Neighbours, but they axe of . Opinion^ that 
God will judge of them by the Church they are 
of; an(J therefore whatever Church ftnkes their 
Fancy inoft with an apjpearance of Sandity aad 
Holinefs, there they jom themfelves^ot foxnuch 
to be(nado bettor by thw. Company, as- to e- 
icape the better with fhew •. But they fhpuld re^ 
member, that the Tar^s and the ^heat.grow 
tpMther in the fame Field, but yet have a very 
different end ,• the. gne is gathered into the 
Barn, and the othex is burnt, and that good 
and bad Fiih are taken in the fame Net, hut they 
are feparatedat the Day of Jiidgmei^ All our 
Separaqons now will avail us nothing, unleis 
we take care to be. found in the number of 
Chrift's Sheep, when we come to Judgment j 
for if we be concealed Hiypocrites, and rot- 
ten and corrupt Meifl^^ ofc a -^ound and Or- 
thodox and Pure Chvrcfii though we have 
converfed with Good Men all our Jives here, 
yet we mu^ -part Copipany at laft; the Angels 
atthat Vay^wUl gather 'forth out of ChrifiU K^-- 
domy,Md^biiirckp ,aJl things yifbwh offeni^nniwwk 
iniquitj, \/ ' . n ' • 

'I • . v^ . . 

The Judge being thu^ feated on his Throne, 
and^ ah Mankind before him, the Books arie 
• ope^iedjr which is another Circumftance to be ^ 
confidored'^ the lad Judgment, zoRwek xa. 
And :ijavf; th^ dead, [p^llt and greasy jh^ 
hfm (^j , and the. Sookfi aw? ofentd • ^^ 
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finopbf^ fiook ^as ofefied^ Tiiiicb is the Book ttf 
JLife: Jind the dead, wtrp judged out of tboje 
things which were written in toe Books^ accort 
ding to their Works.. \ThQ like we have 7 Dan* 

This opening of the Books, feems'tft )be aju 
AUufioxx to the Form of Procefs in Humane Ju- 
dicature j for we cannot t|iink that God keeps 
Books of Record in a literal fenfe , as Men do ,* 
for liich Books are only Helps to Memory^ and 
therefore God needs them not: But this repre- 
fentstous the exad and impartial Juftice otthe 
laft Judgment j for there are, two forts of BooJks 
which mall be opened, and out of whiqh we 
/hall be jfudged: i. I'he Laws of God, which' 
are the Rule pf our Adions, by which we Ihall 
be judged, z. The Records of our Lives and 
AAions, wjtiich contain the Matters of Fad, or 
|that for which we fKaU be judjged. I fliall dif- 
coqrfe more particularly of this hereafter, 
and ihall only obferve ^t prefent, that Ged 
is a curious Obferver of all our Adions, and 
keep^a faithful Repord of them; though we 
take little notice qf our Sins our ^Ives, *and 
forge?' 4iem prefe^tly , and then think they 
are gQP(e and paftj y^God remejpibers.them^ 
and we' fliaU find rair ^d frelh SLeigords of 
them , wjien we cpme; to Judgment : And 
how will it amaze and confound Bad Men^ 
to fee ail the Sins of their Lives called to 
remenibriiyife j to fee ^a black Gatajogue of all 
their Idjpi^ties and Blafphemies, Injuttice and 
Pppreffi^fv, Unclfianigieft and Impurities,- to 
fee ail e}c%^ Coimterpaft ot a mdS: wicked 

^nd 
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and ungodly Life! Nothing can blot our Sins 
out of God's Book^ but a linccre Repentance 
and Reformation of our Livps : For then God 
has promifed to blot out all our Iniquities^ which is 
(bmewhat more than croffing the Accompt, for 
when die Accompt is only cit^fTed, it is vifible 
ftill ; but what is blotted out, don't fo much as 
appear^ it no longer ftancjs upon Record, -it is 
forgot, and ftall never be alledged agaiiift us,- 
there fhall be nomentioa made of it at the Day of 
Judgment^ for St. John tells us, there is another 
Book /hall be opened, the Book of Life, out of 
which Good men ihall be judged, which records 
their Faith, and Patience, and Charity, and adl 
the GooS they have done j but none oif their 
Sins, which God has blotted out of his Remem- 
fcrance, and has promifed to keep no Record of 
them: Arid is not this a jtnighty encouragement 
to true Repentance, that all our Sins mall be 
blotted omt before the Day of Judgment, that 
there /hall b? no mention, no remembrance of 
them then ? 

Some very Good Men have been guilty of 
very great Wickedneffes, which it may be none 
but God and their own Gonfciences know ; 
and the beft Men have fo many Failings, 
Weakneifes, Mifcarriages, that (hqitld all me 
Sins of Good Men be expofed to the View 
and Cenfure of Men'and Angeh at the Day 
.of Judgment, though they were finally abfol-. 
^ ved and acquitted, yet it would caufe great 
Shame and Confufion, and overcaft the Glo- 
ry, of that Day i but uheir Sins are done a- 
^ay arid forgot, and they have wa/hed 
■ '* '" ■■ * '- ' . - ■ ^ . .^heir 
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their Garments, and made i^hem white in the 
Blood of the Lamb : This is the onlv way to 
conceal your moft fecret Sins, to olot them 
out of God's Book by Repentance j for if 
they remain there upon Record, how facceG- 
ful foever vou may be in concealing them at 
prefent, tne Books will be opened at the Day of 
Judgement, ancj then all the "World will know 
them. 

Thus in our Saviour s Accompt of the laft 
Judgment, none of the Sins which Good men 
ever conmiitted, are mentioned, but only the 
Graces and Vertues for which they are reward- 
ed ,• nor is there any notice taken of any good 
Anions done by Bad Men, but only of their 
Sins, 2y Matthew, las God exprefly 46clares it 
fhall be,: ^^E^tk. 13, 14. 16. When I Jhall faj 
to the Righteous, that he Jhall fttrely li've ; if he trufi 
to his own Righteoufnefs (to die good lie hath 
already done) and commit Iniquity, all his Rigb^ 
teoufnefs jhall fwt be remembred^ hut fir his Ini^ 
quity that he hath committed, he jhall dye fir it. 
Again, when I fay to the wicked, Ticufifalt fure-- 
ly dye, if he turn from his fin, and doth that which 

is lawful und right : None of his fn^ that be 

bath committed,Jhall he mentioned unto him j he bath 
done that which is lawful and rights he JhalLfurdj 
Ji'ue. 

^ And now let us conlider in what order Chiaft 
will judge the World : When he has feparated 
between the Sheep and the Goats , between 
Good and Bad Men ,• he firft calls Good Men 
to judgment, and pronounces them blefled, 
as we lee 2 y Matthew. And this very much be- ^ 
comes the Perfon of our Judge, who is the Sa- 
viour 
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viour of the Worlds and therefore to fave is 
his propel* \^ork^ and miift take place of all. 
AAs of Juftice and Vengeance j the Saviour of 
the Worid^ is 1 obferved before, fAuft he bur 
Judge, that he may be a corapleat and per- 
fect Saviour, that he may finally acquit ^nd re- 
ward us,- an3 therefore thl$ is his firft Care, ta 
feparsite his Ele<^ from' the Company, and to 
deliver them from the Deftrudionof the Un- 
godly. ' • . '^ . 

This defnohftrites to- all the Worlds that God' 
takes more pleafure to fave thantodeftroy ,• this 
convinces Sinners, that their Deftru6lioh is from' 
thetftfelveis, that they mi^ht have been laved 
a^ well a^ others, for Chrift cafme to faVe them j 
and they fee now, that he would have done it^ 
would they have been faVfed by^him : In the 
Glory which is conferred on Good \leii, they fee 
what they hate loft, before tl;iey hear that terri^ 
ble Sentence pronounced. Go ye turfed Into e^er-' 
laftingfirei and thfe is a double' DamnatioHy to 
fee the Happinefs of Good Men, and to feel their 
own Miferyj for when we come to Judgment/ 
to lofe Heaven will be thought a terribte Puhifli- 
ment, tho' there were no Hell ; and this PuhJffi- 
memBadMen have^ by being fufFered toftand 
by, and fee the glorious Rewards of the Righ- 
teous. 

But thci-e is si further Reafori alfo for diis : 
That Good Men, when they are acquitted and 
abfolved, fliall, together with their Lord, fit 
In Judgment on the wicked World : i Cor. 6. 
2^ 5. Do ye not know that the Saints jhaUjuJge tie 
World? — -^Know ye not that we JhaB judge Afir 
gels I How^ far this extends, we know notj bu* 
- it 
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it feeitas fitch ^ thing there is^ as was uiiiverfal- 
\y bcKcvoJ. in the Apoftle's Days^ as appears 
from, his Appeal to their own Knowledge of it j 
but if they imift judge the Worlds it i^ redfona- 
ble to think that their own Judgment rauft be 
overfirft. 

I fliail naitae but one thing more^ which 1 
have hadfisveral occafions to take notice of 
akeady i and that is^ That at the laft JMg- 
ment^ this Earth fliall be deftroyed with Fire, 
as St. Tet^r exprefly tells us : Tie day of tbt Lard 
ffliall come like a tbkfin tbi night ; in the which the 
Hea^ins fiaB fafs a%;dy oi^h a great neifcy and 
tie Eltfomi. JhkU f»eU witi ftwent heat^ the 
Earth alfoy and the Works that are therein jhall be 
burnt I//, a Pet 3. 10;. This^^ has befen an old 
Tradition, That the. World ffiould de deftroyed 
by Fire , and foihe Men ire very curious and 
inquifitive by what Natural Cauies this may be 
done J for they aro riot willing to allow, that 
God either made or deftroys the' World by an 
immediate Power; for the lefs they leave. for 
God to do, the lels they are concerned about 
him : But though it is hard to perluade fome . 
Men now, . that there was any need of a God to 
make the World, which they think could make 
it felf without Him,- yet the laft Judgment fhaU 
convince them. That it is GO D that deftroys 
it, when they Ihall fee the World fired hy a 
flame ftreaming from his Throne, as is not rm- 
probablebythe Defcription of the Prophet Da- 
niely A fiery Stream ijfked, and came forth from be^ 
fort him, 7 Dan. lo. 

The 
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The only queftion is, Whetherthc World (hall 
be fired at Chrift's firft appearance to Judgment, 
or after the final Sentence pronounced aigainft 
Bad men ? The firft does not f eem probable, be- 
caufe Chrift himfelf fhall place his Throne in 
the Air, and all Mankind fhall be gathered be- 
fore him to Judgment, and a fired World is 
not a prpper Scene for fuch an Appearance ; 
and the burning of the World feems to be an 
A& of Judgment and Vengeance ; as St. Paul 
tells u$. He Jhall defcend frcfm Heaven in flaming 
fire, uiing Vengeance on them that hum^ not Qody 
z Theft I. 8. So that the Devil and Bad men 
ftall firft be condemned to evdrlaftin^; Fire^ 
and then their Punifhment fhall begin m a fi^ 
red World. 

Thus I have given you a brief View of the 
Circumfiapces and Manner ci Chrifi's Appear- 
ance, and the awful Solemnities of Judgment, 
every part of which is for the Gloiy of our 
Lord, for the* Comfort of Good men^ and a 
Terror to the wicked. God. grant we may fo 
chink of this Day before-hand, that we may not 
feel the Terror and Afloniihment of it, wh^n it 
eomes. 



CHAPrf 
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C H A P, V. 

; 

lfi&» <»r<r to he juJkfd^ viz. 7/Jw WorM^ or aU 
Mankind. 

V. T ET ti^ nbW confider who Sre to be judg- 
A-^ ed^x and they are the World, or all Man* 
lind : For I fhall take no notice of the Judg- 
ment of the Devil and the Apoftate Angels, 
^Vluch we know no mbre of, but only that 
they fhall be judged, that the Angtls 'which hft 
not their firfi efiate^ but left their awn habitatim, 
he bath referveJ ih everlafiing chains undir Jark^ 
ntfs^ unto the judgment of the great day^ Jude, 
V. 6. 

Why their Judgmeftt is dfefeired fo long we 
cknnot-tellj for itispliin, that the Angels fell' 
from their firft Eftdte before Man,' and how 
long we know nbt, for it was the Serpent that 
beguiled Eve j . but thfe we know^ that what- 
ever their firft Apoftafie was^ they have a great 
deal more to anfwer for now, and rtiiift fexpe<9: 
a more terrible Condemnation: All the Sin that 
is in the World is originally owing to the 
Temptation of the Devil, who feduced our 
firft Parents in Pkradife , and has ever fince 
been f he gi*eait Tempter to Wickednefs and A- 
poftadel from God : and therefore he is in fomp 
degree enfituled to all the Wickednefs of Man-* 
kind. . 

And this is a good reafonwhy theDeyil aind 
Ky Angels, and all Bad Men fhould be judged 

T and^^ 
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and condemned together, thofe who tempt, and 
thofe who are overcome by Temptations i the 
Prince of Darknels, and all his Subjeds, whe- 
ther Angels or Men. Hell is the Fire prepared 
for the Devil and his Angels, not for Men ; but 
when he has drawn Mankind into the Apoftacy, . 
it is fit they fliould fhare in his Puni/bments too ; 
and when our Lord comes to judge Men who 
have been feduced and corrupted by Evil Spi- 
rits, there is no reafon to think that Wicked 
Spirits fhould efcape, who have feduced and 
tyrannized over Mankind. 

But tha( which we are at prefent concerned 
in, is the Judgment of Mankind, That God hath 
appointed a Day wherein he will judge the 
World, or the whole Race of Men, as St. Jcim 
reprelents it, Ifaw fhe dead^fmaUandgrcat^fiand- 
before Gody 20 Revel. 12. . * 

No Man who believes a Future Judjgment, 
makes any do^bt of this, but that aU mall be 
judged. For if any, why not all ? We are all 
alike God's Creatures, we are all equally ac- 
countable to him ; and tho* we have x^vy 
different Talents, yet we have all fbme Talent 
or other to improve for our Mailer's Ufe : And 
therefore I fliall not go about to convince any 
Man, that he is to be judged as well as the reft 
of Mankind i but there are feme Perfons who 
are apt to forget this, who have yet as much 
occafKjnto think of a future Judgment, as any 
pther Men, aijid therefore ought to be minded 
of it ; And they are thofe who are very Rich 
and Great, orvery Poor, or in the Vigour and 
Caycty of Youth.. 
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tfii Rich and Great Men, Princes ind l^o- 
tentates. Men of Hohour and Fortune, wlio 
iirc exalted above the common Level of Man^ 
kind : Thefe muft all be judged as ivell a$ the 
meaneft Men, though they are not rery apt 
to think of it : Great Power and great Riches 
hiake.them reverenced and adored like fo many 
Deities in this World ; all Men cotirt and flat- 
ter theni, and make a great diftinftion between 
them and thofe of a meaner Rank and For- 
tune; and this is apt to fwell their Minds: 
They look down upon the rett of the Worlii 
as very much below them ; and think they 
merit much when ever they look lip to Gqd : 
For fuch great Men as they are to worfhip God> 
*nd lift up their Eyes fometimes to Heavenj 
khey imagine is fo great an Honour to God, 
Wid credit to Religion^ that a vary little mat- / 
ter Will beac^bpted from them: They fee Hu- 
mane Judicatures very often have great refpec^: 
for Mens Perfons in judgment;, and they hope 
God will confi(^er their Quality too, and defal 
with them like Princes^ orlSIobles, or Gentle-. 
inen: as one unforttmate Gentleman eipreffed 
himfelf not many Years fince at the Gallows ; 
and I fear therein fpoke the fecret Thotighti 
and Hope^ of many others : So that it thefe 
Men believe they fhall be judeed, yettheyp^r- 
fwade themfejves, that they Jhall ndt be judged 
like other Men^ that God will wink at their 
Fault?, and have refped to their Rank and 
Qtiality, and excufe them from the ftriA Ob- 
fervation of thofe Laws which were taade for 
hitJiner Perfons. * * < 
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I fiippoib yoii do not expcd I fhoold gavely 
and leriouUy confute fuch vain Conceits as 
thefe^ which few Men dare profe^^ and own^ 
and defend, though they fecrctly flatter than- 
^ ielves wieh fach Hopes, as is too vifible in their 
lives; bHt fince Meh are tpt to think inch 
things as they dare not fpeak, it will be jifefid* 
to f uggeft ibme wiler Thoughts to them, which 
m^y prevent filch Imaginations, and bring the 
greateft Men living under the Awe and Taror 
of the Future Judgment. 

For what a vain Iraagmation is it. That God 
will have regard to Earthly Greatneis in judg- 
ing the World I For what is this .World, and 
all the Greatneis and Glory of it, to him who 
made it? Great and finallare but comparative 
Terms, and nottiing is great, when compared 
with that which is greater : Confider the Gk>ij 
of our Judge, as I have ab:ead)Prepre(emed it 
to you, when he fhall come attended' with My*- 
riads of Angels ; and then think what litde 
creeping Worms you are to him: We may ob- 
fcrvc in this World, that every Rank and De- 
gree of Men appears coniiderable to thofe be* 
^ low them, but thofe above ufe them as Inferi- 
' ours, and are not afraid to judge and corred 
them for their Faults j and is there not a much 
-greater Diftance between GOD and the great-* 
eft Emperor, than there is between the greateft 
Emperor and a petty Conftable ? Confider the 
Cafe of the Apoftate Angels, of the Devil him- 
felf, who is the Prince of the Power of the 
Air, and was a very glorious Spirit,- and if as 
great and glorious as he was, God. flung him 
down from Heaven for Sin^ and as powerful 
-r ^ . ' ^ as 
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%% he now is, who is the God of this World, 
will judge and condemn him at the laft Day j 
why /hould any Man think that his Power and 
Greatnefs, which t>e it what it will, can* nei- 
ther be compared to what the Devil was, nor to * 
what he is, fhould excttfe him from the Judg- , 
ment of God ? 

And finee you boaft of your Power and 
Grcatneis, who made you fo ? Who made you 
difier from the meaneft Beggar? Who advances 
Princes to the Throne, and cloaths them with 
Glory and Maj6fty ? Is not all pwer of God i 
Are they not his Minifters and Servants? And i$ • 
any Minifter too great to be correded by hjs 
Pnnce, who mad? him lb? Are not all Mini* 
iters accountable to their Lord ? Aijd the greater 
their Truft and Power is, have they not a ' 
greater Account to give ? and is this a reafon 
why thpy fhould give none? Why theyfliould 
fee exempted from Judgment, and from giving 
an Account ? 

But it is a wonderfiil thing to me, thgt any 
Man ftould glory in Power and Greatnefs, oi? 
think himfel? too big t6 be judged by God, or 
that'God will have any regard to his Greatlaefi * 
in judging him ^ for did he but refleA vpon his 
own ftate and condition in this Wodd, it woulc) 
convince him what a little inconfi^er^bl«; Qv^^r . 
turehpis. 

As great as any Man is, he is e?pofed to eve* 
fy Accideiit, to all Chfi^nge^'and yiciifitudes 
of Fortune : God can ^4 v^ry <>fec^ ^^^ pur 
Hi/h him in this World, 'tod then there is no 
region to expe^ that he will not judge him hi 
i^ wxt; l^ain and §iclmefsftwd inno ^wf of 
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his Greamefs^ and Pearh isjtio more afiraid of 
him than of a Beggar: Thole who are Gods am 
earthy mufi die like Men ; which is the Curlb 
and Punidiment of Sin ; and this puts an end 
to all their Greatnefs ; for (after a little Funeral 
Pomp is oyer^ and (hey are laid in their Graves 
with a little more Ceremony than Meaner Me% 
they are forfaken of all their Guards^ and Re- 
quiue^ and DependantS3 and are left to be a 
j^rey for Worms: And is this the Creature toa 

f;reat to Reverence and Worilup God! and too 
ig to be judged ; vif hom Worms eat, aod Beg- 
gars walk over his Grave ! 

This is the weak and frail ftate of the great- 
eft Men on Earth : They go naked and unarmed 
into another World, ftript of their power and 
fortunes;, of Riches and Honours^ which 
cazled the Eyes of Men here ; and whefi they 
, (jre gone, all Men fpeak their Miads freely of 
them, judge their Lives and Adions, arraign 
^he^r M^piories, and revenge dieir Injuries upr. 
on their Graves,- and when they ^^G becoine 
little enough to be judged by Men, furdlv they 
are not too big for God's Judgment; Tief$ tbe 
* ^^£^ 9f t^^ earth, and the great ^ men^ a»4 ^ki 
ifick men^ and the chief captains^ an^ the mightjn 
iften , ai well as every hangman , and every free^ 
man jhall hide tbemfelves in the dens , ^^ in the 
rocks of the mountains. ; and fay to the rocks 4^4 
rhoHntains , Fall on »sy and hide us fiojn tbe f^ 
of him thaii fitteth on the throne ^ and^ from tifi^ 
"ifjrhthof tbe Lansh*: For the great 4ay ff bis wrath 
» come i 0nd who Jhall bo abktofiandl 16 jtevfL;. 
jy, 16, 17, ^ .— ^' • v.- ' ^ . ^ ^'^ ■ \ 

■ ■ . ' <^tt^' 
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Confider this ye Rich and Great Men, who are . 
fo apt to forget God^ and a Future Judgment : 
Riches profit not in the Day of Wrath, they 
cannot bribe God as they do Men, no Power can 
prevail againft the Alnughty j proud and fwel- 
Ung Titles are meer empty Bubbles, which burft 
and van^ into nothing in the nextWofld : 
Men ye are, and ye fhalldie like Men, and /hall 
be judged like.Mcn, and have much more rea- 
foh to think of Judgment than other Men have, 
for ye have ^ greater Account, to give, and arc 
in more danger of giving a veiy bad Account 
if you do not frequently and ierioufly think of , 
Judgment ! 

What a mighty Truft, and a mighty Tempta- 
tion ^t RicheSj and Honour, and Power i How 
fnuchgood, and how much hurt, may fuchMen 
do in the World! And what a formidable thing 
is it to give an account of all the Good that we 
might and ought to have done, arid have not, 
and of ^ all the Evil we have done by the abufe 
of thofe Bleilings of Heaven, which we were 
entrufted withto dp good. 

Honour and Power always carry fojne great 
Dtfties with them j they are not meerly intend- 
ed to fct (bnie Men above others, to Command 
the Cap and the Knee, and external RcfpecSts, 
but they are for the good Order and Govern- 
ment of the World, to fUpprels and puniih 
Wickedne&, and to prote^ and encourage In? 
nocence and Vertue j fuch Men are like thQ 
great Xights of Heaven, to dired and cheriih 
theWorldw^th their Light and Influence,- their 
fli^ljmples are vifible and confpicuous, and car- 
Ty gfc;|t Aitthority with them ; and if theif 
-' ^^' . ' T 4 Mo^iop^ 
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Motions be irregular and exorbitant, it proves 
as fatal as for the Sun to forfake the Eclyptick, 
and wander into unknown Regions of the 
Heaven, which would confound Summer and 
Winter, Night and Day, and bring the utmoft 
Diforder upon Humane Affairs: When Princes 
and Great Men, who fliould fopport Religion, 
andpunifh Wickednefs, are the Patrons of At 
theilm, Profaiienefs, and Immoraiity, andgiv^ 
Countenance and Reputation to it by their Ex-i- 
^ amples, what Multitudes of Converts do diey 
make ! How does it give the Reins to Mens un? 
governed Lulls, when the Reftraints of Fea* 
and Shame are goiie ! How does it corrupt; 
even vejtuous and well-difpofed minds, when 
it is a fafhionable thing to be wicked, \5^heii 
it qualifies them for Preferments, and makes them 
fit for the beft Company ,• while Vertue and 
Modefty is the common Subjeft of Drollery 
and Ridicule : When' thofe who flibuld admi^ 
nifter Juftice to the World, 'opprefe the Poor 
and Fatherlefs, and accept the Perfons of the 
Rich^ when they pervert Judgment for a Re* 
ward, and enrich themfelves witb Bribes : Such 
an AbuTe of Power will have a very heavy 
Account : What a dreadful thing will it be, 
when you come to Judgment, to be purlued 
with the Cries of Widows ^nd OrjJhans, of 
ruined Families, and which iis taore dreadiizl 
yet, with the Curfes and Execratipns of mur^^ 
dered Souls ! • - •- . i , - v : -* 

The like may be fliid of Riches^ which is 
but a Stewardflnp, anq we muft give an ac-^ 
count of it : And if inftead of improving a 
plentiful Fort\ineto do Goq(} to the.World^ we 
. < ' V V fpenii 
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fpcnd it upon our Lufts, and make our (elves 
Beaftsi ifwiththeRichManintheGoibel, WQ 
fare delicioufly every day, and fiiffer the Poor 
and Miferableto ftarve at our Poors,, we muft 
exped to hear vrhat Abraham iaid to him, Son^ 
nmenther thou hadfi thy good things in thy Mfe^timcy 
and Lazarus hi evil things y therefore -nlni/ thou art 
tormented and he is comforted. '* • 

To whoin much is given, of tbeth Jhall h ntucb 
reqmred: Oor Account increafes as our Riches, 
and Honour, and Power does,* for the more 
Op|)9rtunities we have of doing good, the 
more is expeAed from us j and the more we 
have experienced the Divine Bounty and Good* 
nefi, the greater Returns we owe of Duty and 
Gratitude ,• and therefore Rich and Great and 
' powefftil Men, have more reafon to think of 
Judgmen^, than other Men, hecaufe they have 
9 greatfcr Account to give ,• and yet there is a 
greater realbn than this* too, that nothing but 
the frequent and ferious Thoughts of Judg- 
ment will enable them to make a good Ac* 
count 

Our Saviour tells us how hard it is fir arieb 
man to enter into heaven } as hard as for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle k For how ir- 
renftible are the Temptations of Riches and 
Power ? Which take off all the Reftraints of 
Fear and Shame, and furnifh theni with all 
thelnflruments and Opportunities of gratifying 
their Lulls. 

• How hard it is for Men to bear Greatnels 
ivithout Pride and liifolence ? To be Rich with-* 
out being covetous or luxurious ? To be devout 
Worihippsrs of COP, when they themfelvcs 
-.r. ' 5 /: ':':.:' are 
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are adored and flattered by Men? There are 
very few Examples of Humility , Piety, and 
Devotion, Temperance and Chaftity in an ex- 
alted Fortune* Prolperity is generally a greater 
Tryalof a fteddy and confirmed Vertue^ than 
Adverfity is • for it fcatters our Thoughts ^ 
makes our Spirits aery and volatile, gives new 
Charms to the World, and kindles new Fires 
within;* it leads us through all the various 
Scenes of Pleafures, and keeps up and tempts 
our Appetite with Varieties and freih Delights, 
and entertains us fo miich abroad, that we can 
feldom retire into our felves, and converfe with 
our own thoughts. 

But would mchMen ferioufly think of Judg- 
ment, it would teach them another u^ of 
Riches and Power; it would mind therti that 
they are but Men, as other Men are, all alike 
to God, and that diey fliall he judged alike j 
that their Riches and Power, which diftin- 
gui/hes them from other Men, is not their 
own, but they are entrufted with it by God, 
;iot to <!omineer over their fellow-Creatures j 
not to eat and drink and he drunken^ and to fmite 
their feUow-fetvantSy but to relieve the Poor, to 
defend the Injuired and C^preffed, to be Eyes 
to the Kind, and Feet to the lime, a Father 
to the Fatherlels,*and a Husband to the Widows : 
This is the Honour God has conferred on them^ 
^athe has made them his Minifters and Stew^ 
ards. Tutelar Angels, and even Gods to Men j 
^nd the way to be truly Great, is to improve 
their Power and Riches, to nftke themlelves 
very ufeful to the World : To have Power and 
i is not to bp great^ but to <?o a great 
' - ■ ' ' '' deal 
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disal of good with them; this fees thept above 
other Men^ and wiU prepare ^loriou5 Rewards 
for them : . But if Power and Riches make them 
only more wicked than their Neighbours, all 
that they will get by it will be a hotter Hell 

7,dfy. Thofc who are very Poor and Calami- 
tousj ve very apt tlo fofget a Future Judgment, 
or think themfelves unconcerned in it : They 
are too little for Judgment, as the others were 
too great; what ihould God judge them. for, . 
whom he ha3 entruiled with little or nothing 
but their Skins. Who can ipdre no tipie tp 
worfbip God, iPor all the time they have is little 
enough to get Bread in j Who caimot be bla^- 
fioied, if when they can get a little Drink they 
drink away Sorrow, and forget their Wants 
and Mifenes for ibme few Moments ; or if 
they pilfer and ileal or lye to get Bread, Ne- 
cemtyhasnoXiaw, and makes iuchAAions in- 
nocent in them^ as are great Crimes in other 
Men: By (iidi kind of Excufes as thefe, poor 
Men excnle away all concernment about Reli-* 
^on; ReUl^on is above them ,; rich aild happy 
People m?Y be at leafure for it, but they havQ 
enough to 00 to live ; the Church-door they likg 
very well, where devout and charitable People 
drop their Alms, but the infide pf the Church 
does not belong to them, and they have nothing 
to do there. And thus it is proportionably in 
lefs degrees pf Poverty } every Condition of 
Jife wuch may be called Poor, is apt to tempt 
Men to becarele^ of Relig^on^ aQdunmindml 
pf a Future Judgment;. 

I Now 
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Now what is to be (aid to the(e Men ? Shall 
we prove that Poor Men (hall be judged as well 
^ Rich ? I doubt you would thiiA me v«y im- 
pertinent^ (hould 1 attempt it^ (or if all Manr- 
kind are to be judged^ the Poor muft be judg- 
ed too, if they be Men. ^ 
^'^ Are not Pobr Men a!^Ic to ghre an account 
of their Adions, and why then (hould thejr 
not be called to an account for them ? Are they 
not reafonable Creatures^ and able to under- 
iland, and give rea(bn for what they do ? And 
why then ihould not God ask a reaibn of them ? 
Ji they have nothing to give an account of, no 
account (hall be deman^d; W if they have^ 
why (hould &ey not give an account of what 
they have, be it more or le(s? Poor Men (hall 
give no account of Riches, becau(e they li^ve 
Ihem not, but this does not hinder, but that 
they may give an account of their Poverty, and 
thofe Graces which become % poor and low 
Fortune. 

They '(hall not be examined about their 
Charity, when tliey hjd nothing to. give j but 
/they may for their Thankfiilneis to Qod, and 
to their Bene&ftors: They (hall not be exa- 
mined how they ufcd their Riches, which diey 
had npit ^ hut they may be, hovf they bore 
their Poverty; whether external Poverty has 
taught them true Povterty of Spirit, Humility, 
Modefty , Patience in Want and Sufferings^ 
Contentment with a little, Submiffion to mq 
Will of God,, and a chearful Dependence on 
Providence for their daily Bread j wTiether they 
have'conflantly prayed to God for Irfie (iipply 
^f their W^ts^ as well as begged an Alms oft 
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Men^ and implo;r6d the Help aod Affifiactce of 
the Rich : thefe are Dndes and Vcrtue^ which 
Poverty teaches, and which Poot Men ought to 
exerciie, and therefore which God taay chal- 
lenge from thern^ and judge them f<^. 

It is a very wild Imagination, to think that 
Poverty will excitfe Mens Pride, and Rudeneii 
and Inlbtetice, unlefs it be a Vemie to be Proud^ 
.when Men have no temptation to it, when ttey 
Jiave hothiiaig to be proud o£ 

Will Poverty excufe Sloth and Idlchefs ? when 
Men ha^^e nothing to live by but their Hinds, is 
that a ^eafon why they ilbould not work ? When 
Men are able to workl and get their own living, 
is Poverty an excufe for be^ng ^d living idly 
upon the Charity and Induftry . of other Men? 
when they work hard all day to get Bread for 
themfelvcs ahdPamilies, i% this a re^fon to go to 
the Alef houfe, and fpend it all at night, to Wake 
themfelves Beafts, arid leave their Wives and 
Children to ftarve ? ought not God and Men to 
judge them for this ? 

But above all things, Poverty i$ the moft^m- 
reifonable and fenfelefs JExcule for Iri^ligion, 
forneglecaing the WorHip of God^ For cer- 
tainly, if any thing will make usfeni|ble> how 
much we ftand in need of God, Poverty will: 
Rich Mojn, .whofe Coifejs are full of Tieafure, 
who have Goods laid up for many Years, arc 
apt to forget God, becauje they think they have 
no prefent need of Him ; they know how to 
live withput Him : They h^ye no occafion to 
beg their daily Bread of Him, who have e- 
nough to lafl their lives^ and to maintain their 
'^ Pofterity, 
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Pofterity in Luxury, when they are gone : Sot 
toethinks Poor Men, who have no Pi- ovifions be-^ 
fore-hand, and know not where they ihall hav^ 
their Bread the next day, fhould be venr fenfiblei 
that they live upon Providence, that mey have 
nothing elfe to truft to ,• and Would not any one 
reafonably exjpeft, thatliich Men would be very 
derout WcM^ippersof G O D, would pray con- 
ftantly and heartily to him, to take them mto hi^ 
Care, when they have nothing bw the Provi- 
dence of God to depend otii One wotdd think 
fuch Men (hould above all things take care to 
pleaie God, and to make him their t^riend and 
Patron, for if he caft them oSy they h;aveno o^ 
ther Refuge: that is a prophaneirreligi(»is mind 
Indeed, WhoJin Want and Dlitre&w£ not drive 
to GOD. 

But, what would you have fuch Poor Men 
do ? They han't time to fpire for their Praiycrsi 
imlefsthey ihotild ipare it firom eatttig or deep 
ingi they muft be up early at work, and have 
not leifure for their Devotions, as thoie hate 
who live at cafe. 

But did them believe the Divine Providence, 
It would iktisfie them that the time of Prayer is 
the beil ipent of any time in the day, and conr- 
tributes more to make a comfortable Pitovifion 
for them than their hardeft Labour | for die 
Bleifing of God is more thain ottr Dilige&ce and 
Labour: hecanfucceedandproiperourWork i 
he can raife up unetpeded Friends td us, and 
by fome unfeen Accident can change the whok 
Scene of oui* Lives, for a more eafie and prof- 
perous Fortune. 
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However,* want of time for Prayer and Devo- 
tion is always a pretence, and nothing but a pre^ 
tence to excufe the Indevotion of our Minds • a 
Man who loves and reverences .God, neyer wants 
time for Plrayer, whatever his ftate of, Life be ; 
aPoorlaboTuringMan cant every Day fpend ati 
Hour at Church at his Prayers, but if he have a 
Mind prepared and difoofed for it, he can fall 
upon his Knees, and offer up a fhort Prayer tp 
God, as foon as he rifes, which takes up very 
little time; and though he cannot be long upoa 
his Knees, yet he canraife up his Heart to Hea- 
. ven in fhort and pious Ejaculations ; no bufinefs 
can hinder a devout Mind from this, and there- 
fore no bufinels can excufe the not doing it ^ and 
this will be accepted by God, when we have no 
time for more Solemn Prayer. 

So that you fee Religion is the Bufinefs, and! 
ought to be tha Care of Poor Men as well as o£ 
the Rich : There are Graces and Vertues for 
them to exercife, proper for their ftate of life, 
and therefore they fhall be judged as well as the 
Rich, and ought frequently to think of a Future ^ " 
Judgment, and ta live under the conftant awe 
and fenfe of it. • 

The conftant Senfe of a Future Judgment is 
very neceflary for all. Mankind, to govern 
their Lives, and to prepare their Accounts ^ 
but befidQs this, it is of the greateft ule to 
poor Men of any other; for it will in a grett 
meafure help to cure their Poverty, or to mak^ 
iteafie. v. 

In ordinary cafes, a Maij who Uves under a 
conftant ^enfe of Judgment, cannot be poor 

to 
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to tsztremity ; for die Senie of Judgment vnXL 
make him diligent and indoftrioos^ and honefl^ 
. and frngal^ and tempeiate^ and a devout Wbr-^ 
Aipper <^ God^ which are all thriving Vertaes^ 
andwillnotlfafieraMantobemileiablypoor r 
Tit iiliient band maietb rich; and when it does 
notin&eRich^ it atleaft prevents Poverty; in- 
flexible Honelfy gives a iAsld, Reputation in the 
Worlds brings hnn into Bulinels and Employ* 
ment^ and that is a way to thrive * Frtigalirr 
and Temperance lave what is gotj and encreaie 
die Stores ; and Reverence and Devotion for God 
brings down Bleffings on them^ gives iucceS to 
their hondft Labotirs; and we know it is thd 
BiefSng of God which maketh Rich* 

The Elcperience of die World, as^ well as 
die Reafon of the Thing, proves this: The 
miferable Poor are generafly the moft corrupt 
ind profligate part o( Mankind, the very Re-: 
proach of Humane Nature ; and if you make 
any curiotisObfervations abdut it,-you will ge- 
nerally find, that it is hot their Poverty which 
makes theift wicked , but their Wickednefi 
makes them poor :. You fhaU very rarely fee 
an honeft, induilrious, fbber, pious Man, but 
makes a very good fhiftto live comfortably in 
the World, unlefs the Times prove very hard^ 
that! there ^ but little Wofk, and Provifioni 
dear, or that nis Family encreafes fo quicfc upon 
him that he has a ^eat Charge of Children, be- 
fore any of them are capable of Working fot 
their livings and in this cafe (uch induftrioui 
'Men (eldom want Friends, for every one who 
-knows them, is reidy to help them : and thcfrefof^fe 

pe9i 
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Poor Men ought to think of a Future Judgment^ 
not only to fave their Souls, but to teach them 
to live m the World, to deliver them from the 
exrream preflures of . "Want. And this is a 
double Obligation upon Poor Men to think fre- 
quently of a Future Judgment, that it is necef. 
lary to provide a comfortable Subfiftence for 
them in this World, and to fstve their Souls in 
the next. 

But whether this remove their Poverty or 
no; it will fupport them under it, make them 
patient and contented with their Portion here, . 
if they govern their Lives under the fenfe of a 
Future Judgment, it will fupport them under 
the Meannefs and Calamities of their prefent 
Fortune, with better Hopes : They >'iir then 
contemplate Laz,ari^in Abraham's Dofotriy and 
comfort themfelves with the change of their 
Condition, as foon as they remove into the o- 
ther World ,• there they jfhall hunger no more, 
northirftany morej their Wants and Suffer- 
ings in this JVorld, if they bear them well, 
/hall be greatly rewarded,- and tho' they gro- 
vel in the Du|l here, and are Worms and no , 
Men, they fhall then fhine forth like the Sun in 
the Kingdom of their Father : It is a miferable 
condition indeed to remove from a Dung-Hill to 
Hell ,• but a Dung-Hill is a Palace, -if it will ad- 
vance us to Heaven: Nothing but thefe things 
can make extream Poverty tolerable, but fuSi 
Hopes as thefe vviU n^ake the Pooreft Man rich 
and happy. 

ji/y. None have more reafon to be put in 
mind of a Future Judgment than Young Men,fof 

U none 
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none a/e more apt to forget it: As Solomon inti^ 
mates in his Counfel to young Men, ii Eccl.9. 
Rgjiyce^ O ycutig Man in thy youth ^ and let thy 
heart chear thee in the days of thy youth ^ and -walk in 
tie ways $f thy hearty and in the fight of thine eyes: 
But knoWy that for all thefe things GOD will bring 
thee to Judgment. But to make this Difcourfe as 
ufeful as Lean, I ftiall, 

I. Perfwade Young Men to poffels them- 
felvesvvith a leriousand heart)'' Belief that they 
fhallbe judged. 2. Perfwade them frequent- 
ly and lerioufly to think ^of a Future Judg- 
ment./ 

I. Let me perfwade Young Men to ^ poflels 
their minds with a ferious and hearty Belief 
that they fliall be judged *: For though they 
dare not own that they have the leaft hope of 
efcaping the Judgment of God> more than o- 
ther Men, yet there is realbn to fufpecft, that 
- thev flatter themfelves that their Age will ex- 
cufe their Crimes j that God- will take little 
notice of the Folly and Giddinefs of Youth, 
but will wink at it as he did at the Times of Ig- 
norance. 
, For though Young Men commonly, think 
themfelves the wifeu part of Mankind, and 
defpife the Experience and Coiinfels of Age^ 
yet they are contented to plead their Ignorance 
and Folly, their Raflinels^andGiddinek, when 
they hope to efcape Judgment by it. They 
are but lately come into the World, and every 
thing is new and furpriring to them; they ad- 
mire before they underftand,^'and are tenapte^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Future Judgment. - 29* 

by tneer Curiofity to tafte forbidden Pleafilres. 
Senfe is very flrong and vigorous in them^ slncl 
Reaibn isweair; their Paflions eager and vehe- 
ment, and yet loft and tender to ever}' ImpreflJ- 
on; they are led by Examples, and there arc 
more bad than good Examples in the World, 
and the Examples of the moft are moft preva- 
lent, efpecially when they tempt them toEaie, 
and Softnefe, and Luxury, which are great 
Temptations to Youth without Examples: And 
can we think that God won't make great AU 
lowances for fuch a weak and deceivcable State 
of Humane Nature. 

This is the faireft Plea that can be made for 
Youth, why God fliould indulge their Extrava- 
gancies, and not exaft fo ftricft and fevere an 
Account from them as from thofe of ripei* Years! 
But if we confider this over again, we fhall find 
as great reafon, why God fliould judge Youth, 
as why he fliould judge any other Age of 
Men: 

I. For firft. Young Men are accountable for 
their Addons as well as the Old i they under- 
ftand the Difference between Good and Evil ; 
they know that there is a God, whofe Creatures 
they are, and whom they ought to Worfliip and 
Obey : And this, as I obferved before, makei^ 
Mat! adEx accountable Creature, and thdt makes 
it fit for God to call him to an account: And if 
. this be a good Argument to prove that Mankind 
fhallbe judged, it proves that ill Men muft be 
jtidged, who are capable of giving in account • 
and fhen Young Men rauft be judged as. well as 
the Old-t; 

::.7/** * ' if a tJn- 
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Unlefs we will allow, that Reafon and Vn- 
, derftanding make$ Men liable to be judged, I 
would delire to know at what Age God muft 
begin to judge Men:. No doubt but every Age 
will (ind fomething or other to plead for its 
Exemption from Judgment^ as well as You^h, 
of which more anon. But if Reafon makes 
Men the Subjects of Laws and Government, 
then we muft begin to be obnoxious to Judg- 
ment With the beginnings of Reaibn, and our 
Account will encreafe as our Reafon does : 
That is, as far as our Reaibn extends, we muft 
give an account ,• what our Reafon and Un- 
derftandingdoes not reach, we fhall give no ac- 
count of: This is very juft that the degrees of 
our Knowledge, when it bears proportion to 
our Age, fhould leffen or encreafe our Ac- 
count, but it is reafonable too, that Men fhould 
give an Account of their A<9riions proportion- 
able to their knowledge j and this indeed will 
make; a difference in the Account of Young 
and Older Men, though it ^will not wholly ex- 
cufe Young Men from givingan Account. This 
may excufea great many Follies, Indifcretions, 
and Miftaltes . of Youth, but it can excufe no 
• known and wilful Sin. 

There is a certain Age indeed before Hu- 
mane Laws will take cognizance of the AAi^ 
ens of Children, as not looking on them as 
reafonablc Agents,- they muft be governed by 
the Rod,. and kept under Difcipline, but Jiave 
not Underftanding enough to govern diem-* 
ielveshy Laws,* but Humane Laws wiU jud^ 
and puni/h thofc who hope to plead tfaeir 
Youtn as an Exemption &om the Judgment dF 

God; 
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God: But why fliould Young Men exped that 
God will not; judge them for thofe Crimes for 
which Men will jud^e^^ and condemn, and 
execute them too ? This is either un jutt in Men> 
or very juft in God : Before they flatter them- 
lelves that God will excufe the Lewdnefs, and 
Extravagancies, and Frenzies of their Youth, 
let them try whether this Plea will pafs in Hu- 
mane Couns ,• and not think it unrcafonable 
that God fhould judge and puhifh Youth, when 
theWifdom of all Nations lias thought it juft 
and reafonable. 

2. Confider farther, whether you can think 
it fitting, that God fliould fufFer Vourig Men to 
Kve as they lift, without judging them for it ? 
that he Aould lay the Reins on their Necks, 
^nd let them indulge their Lufts and Appetites, 
and take their, fill of fenfual Pleaflires, and 
Gommit all manner of Villanies without re- 
ftraint ? . 

For can it become a Wife and Holy God to 
grant Indulgence to Vice ? Are Adulteries , 
Fornications, Drunkennefs, Gluttony, Pro-, 
phanenefs, Irreligion, no Sins, when commit- 
ted fay Young Men? Ctn any one give a rea- 
Ion why thefe Sins fliall damn a Man of 
Forty or Fifty, and be indulged in one of 
Twenty ? ' 

Does it become the Wife a.nd Holy Gover- 
nour of the World to contribute fo much to 
the debauching Mankind, as to indulge their 
youthful Lufts? to fufFer their tender Minds to 
be .corrupted withv the love and pradice of 
Vice ? To be prepoffeffed and prejudiced a- 
gainft the Severities of a Holy Life ? When Men 

U } ^ by 
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by Indulging their Lufts are grown fond of this 
World, and of bodily Pleafures , when are 
they likely to grow wife? When will they 
think it time to fubmit to God's Government, 
and to obey his Laws ? How feldom is it feen, 
that Men who contraft Habits of Wickedneft 
in their Youth, ever get a perfecSt maftery of 
them, or prove ferioufly Religious? and thofe 
who do, with what infinite difficulty do they 
do it ? 

So thatfliould Qftd give liberty to Men, to 
be as wicked as they pleafe , while they arc 
young, it would be to little purpofe to give 
laws to riper Years; the Seeds of Vertue or 
Vice are fown in tender minds, and grow up 
with them, and are very difficultly rooted out : 
If God intends we (hould Worftip and Obey 
^ him, vvhen we are Men, he muft lay early 

Reftraints upon us, and fafliion our Minds be- 
times : And that is a reafon why he fhould 
Judge Youth, and antidote them againft the 
flattering Temptations of this Life, with the 
Hopes and Fears of another World. If you 
think it hard, that God fliould judge you for 
the Lewdnefs ^nd Extravagancies of Youth, 
confider whether it would not be much harder, 
to fuifer you to be corrupted when you are 
young, and to damn you for continuing wick- 
ed when you are old : The fears of Judgment 
may reftrainand govern your youthful Paffions, 
and feafon you with the Principles of an early 
Piety, which will grow up into confirmed Ha- 
bits of Vertue, which will dir^ft and govprn 
your Lives in this World, and carry you fafe 
to Heaven ; but if Young Menmignt fin fe- 

qurely 
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ycurcly* without fea/ of JVicfgrnent, in all KkeK-* 
liood they ' would finpn,;^rillthey Were old e- 
Ti6ugh to be damned/ ; 

5. Ilnuft add this ^Ifo ; ' That there \i is Kttle 
reafon tbexped^ thsit Ycfeng Meri fhould be ex- 
cufed from being 'jirdged> and from giving an 
account of their Adions^ as that any other Men 
whatfbever fliculd be excufed ,• every Age has its 
peculiar T^emptations and Difficulties^ and if 
this Wercf a reafon why they ftould not be judgr 
edj no Men muft be judged : But Yt^ttth^.before 
it is coftupted and grown ungoveriiable, has the 
feweftTeriiptations, and the greateft Reftraints 
and Preiervatives of any Age^ and therefore is 
the leaft excufable: 

Youth indeed is rafh, and giddy, aijd inconfi- 
derate, but then it is, dr ought to be, undef- the 
Direiftibn and Government of Parents, Mailers, 
and Tutors ,; it is a great Misforfun^ to theht 
when they afp not, and a great and fatatl Klifcar- 
riage in Parents and 'Matters when they neglecSt 
the prudent Government ofthei^i,- fiutthis Is 
the Provlfion God has made for their Goyern7 
nient, and therefore hasinfiplant^dinthem a na? 
tural Awe and Reverence for their 'Parents and 
Superiors, which makes their Counfels and E<^ 
istmples facred j which is*ap>ighty Advantage 
above what thofe Men have, who have no Body 
to govern them, and have no Government of 
themfelves. • » .: ^ 

Their Reafon indeed 'is wealj:, but it is not ' 
corrupted as a great many others n^ve corrupt- 
ed-their Reafon, by Principles^pf Atheifm aiid[ 
Jrreligion j they have a Natural Senfb of-GocJ^ 
and a Natural Awe and kev^rbnce fop his ' lu^ 
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ftice and Proridencd, and a Natural Belief of 
another Worlds efpccially if any c^re h^been 
taken to inftrud them in the Principles of Ghri- 
itianicy : : And this givei them a great Dread and 
Horror of Sin, which they believe will bfing the 
Judgments of God upon them in this World, 
and in the next. 

They have little Experience of the World, 
and a great Curiofity to tafte the Plea^res of 
it } but they are not yet acquainted with the 
finful P W^f^rcs of it i they have not contr^ed 
a fQ»drlej^§.^for them i and the Fearr of Gpd 
will mor^ f^fily checH and reftrain ^ Curiofity, 
than xpngu^r a Habit ,* and therefore they have 
a more eafie task to keep themfelveis inno« 
cent, than .old Sinners have to conqi^, their 
vicious HaUcs, who npiuil pliuk eiHp a right 
Eye y md cut off a right Hani t&^^e^ttr into 
. Hea'ven^ . 

And ' the Natural Modefty of Youth is a 
mighty Rpftraint which makes them blufti z\ 
the Thoughts of any Wicl^ednefs, and fo afraid 
of a Difcovery, when they think of commit- 
ting it^ thai; it deprives them of the Qpportu- 
niries of committing it : And while Men re- 
jjjin -their natural Mo«lefty , a thoufand 
Thoughts give check, to them, and a thoufand 
Accidents difappcint. . them : but "^^^n they 
have iiiined away their Reputation^ ,^nd theif 
Shame with it , when they are h^rdiied a- 
gainft. Reproach and Infapay, or have.Ioft all 
lenfc of the difference . between Go<Klf and Evil, 
thev.havc npthing to flop them till they cpmje t9 

■ ' ' ■ This 
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This is the Ori^uial State of Youth, which 
W9$ ibadefor Piety and Vertne, and all Men 
muft acknowledge, that they are in a much 
ntearer difpofition for it^than old Sinners: There 
is ahiK^ as much ^fficulty at firft to debauch 
aninnocem mind, as there is to reclaim an old 
Siimer; to make the one conquer Shame^ as 
there is to make the other bhifli : And why 
then /Kould we think, that Young Men /hau 
not be judged by God for breaking through all 
thefe Reilraihts? When it is as hard aching for 
them to be had, as |t is for others to be good^ 
why ftould they hope to ffcape in thole Sins 
for wHch Qtfam mall be judged and con- 
deroned- 

This is fufiicient to convince Young Mtn^ 
that God -will judge them as well as others : 
As young as they are, they knpw when they 
dio their .Duty, and wiien they tran%refi it, 
^d therefore may be called to an accouiit hi 
it. It never becomes k Aoly God, nor the Wift 
Govern^iar of the World to indul^ M^n in 
Sin, andasUtde to indulge Young Men as any 
pthers i for if he fhould indulge them in coo- 
tra^^e ykious Habit^ when th^ %t^ young, 
h^ h^s ieis reafon to judge and condemn them 
fot ijc, when they are old: And indeed Young 
Menhaveleaft reafon to ^peft ftich an Indul^ 
gence ; fojr whatever their Tempcttions are, it 
is much eafiier for them to keep themlehres in- 
nocent, than it is for other Men to conquer the 
Habits of Vice. 

2« JLec me now perfwade Young Men fre* 
quentlyto.tfaiokofaFutureJudgmeitf: There 

is 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^p8 A Tra&ical Difcourfe amceming 

is great reafbn for this Exhortation^ becaufe 
they are very apt to forget it, and yet they have 
very great occatfion for it. 

I. They are very apt to forget it : Their 
Spirits are gay and i)risk, and .they meet with 
iuch Tariety of entertainments, as will not ad^ 
mit of fuch melancholy Thoughts* as a* Future 
Judgment: They are to lately come into the 
World, ^4 arebigit may beivithTuch great 
d^figns of advancing their Fortunes in it, that 
they cannot think of going out of it irery quick- 
ly again: They look upon Judgment as they do 
upon the other Worlds as a great way off, and 
therefore it is not xA a prelent concernment, 
but may be thought of time enough ibme 
years hence : Thele are all very' fiiolifli Rea- 
fpnings ; but yet thefe, or fuch like Fallacies 
ierve ta impc^ upon Youn^ Men j or vdiatever 
their pf etecce be. Experience tells us, that it is 
true in VzSty that they think very litde of 2, 
Jtldgmept jto come. 

It is eafie enough to fhew, that theft are no 
Reaibns why they fhould not think freqfu^ntly 
,of a Future Judgment: How gayandpleafarit 
Ibever/tbey he, and whatever their* defigns am 
for this-WorH ,• the thoughts of Judgment will 
no( allay. JtoiT interrupt their Pleafures, while 
they prdetye their Innocence : Nothing can 
make thethttpghts of Judgment uneaiie totbem, 
unlefs the)5 jreiblye to take fiich liberdes, and 

{)urfue iUth Defies as they are afraid to be cal- 
ed to an account for^ and the reafon-why 
they fliould think of Judgment, is to prevent 
• this i for if' once they di&a^ their Minxk with 
Guilt, thSLChpughts of Judgment will ever aftv 
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be vcty unegfie to them, atid they muft nevQr 
think of it, if they can help it. The beft . 
way is to ^ccuftom our minds to the thoughts 
of Judgment while we are innocerity before 
we begin to be afraid to think of Judgmcm, 
and that will preferve our Innocence, ^d then 
the thoughts of Judgment will never interrupt 
ourjplealures. • : \ 

But if we caftofF the thoughts of Judgn^nt 
in Youth, which is the fureft Guard and JPre- 
fervative we have, we. fhall by degree? aift off 
the belief of it too : When we lay afide the 
thoughts of Judgment, totakc the grcater.Ii- 
berties, iawalk in the ways (f our hearts , amf in 
the fight of <mr eyes y we contraA fuch. Guilt as 
makes us afraid of Judgment, , and very ^williite 
to believe that we fhall never be judged; flfnd 
then wemay eafily findfome little Ai^^ainent'or 
other to perfwadeus that there isno Judgment; 
that either there is no God, to that he takes no 
notice of Humane Ac^ibtis. i . ; 

The thoughts of Judgment are never uneaiie 
and troubleiome, till Men have feared and ter- 
rified their Gonfciences with<5uilt,- arid thercr 
fore the certain way never to have the thoughts 
of Judgment troublefome, is to begin betimes 
to make it familiar to us ^ and if we do fo, the 
thoughts of it will not prove melancholy^ and 
then we: Ihall have no reafon to l^y them 
afide. ' ' ' 

And it is a great miftake to imagine, that 
there is no need to think of Judcment but when 
it is near; that we may fecurely lay afide the 
thoughts of it, when it is at a diftance ,• for 
neitherjtsbeingneiar^ nor its being at a diftance 
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is any reafon either to think or not to think of 
Judgment ^ but the true reafon is, to govern 
our Lives under the fenfe of a Future Account, 
and that is a good reafon, equally good, whe- 
ther Judgment be nigh at hand or a great way 
off: Fo5 if wc muft give an account of what 
wc do at fcvcnteen or twenty Years old, and of 
what we do at fifty of fixty, there isthe:^me 
jptafon td think of Judgment, and to govern 
eur lives under the fonfo of it when 'we are 
bat twenty, as when we are threefcore Years 
old. 

a. Young Men have great and conftant oc- 
cafioo for die thoughts of Judgment; and that 
isa good reafon why they fhould think frequent- 
ly and ferioufly of it. 

What but this can reduce that giddy Age 
within bounds, and make them live by Rule ^ 
Bnttf they would confider, that they muft be 
judged by Rule, by the laws of the Everlaft- 
ingGofpel, this would'do it: This would con- 
vince them that th^ are not their own Mafters, 
chat they are not at liberty to live as they lift, 
and to purfue every wild and roaving Fancy,- 
they may indeed do this, if they pieafe, but they 
fliail be |udged for it, if they da. 

What but this can cool the Heats pf Youth, 
and conquer all the Charms of Flefh and Senfo^ 
But know, faith the Wife Man, that for dl theft 
things God will call thee to judgment. And a Man 
vho is afraid of Judgpient, who is afraid of 
Lakes of Fire and Bjimftone, who has the ter- 
rible profped of etecnal Miferies before him, 
will; have ho great Appetite to the choioeft Sen-- 
fu^lities ^ He i«ilLfteezeAi4 the |j»braces of the 

" moft 
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moft btelovcd Miftrcfi, and will tremble in the 
midftof his Cups, as Beljhaz^z^r did, when he 
faw the Hand-writing upon the Wall : For who 
can bear the thoughts of being miierable fof 
ever? Who with thefe thoughts about him can 
relifli fuch fatal Pleafures? Plcalures, which 
will coft him his Soul ? Short and dving and 
vanishing Pleafures, which will end in eternal 
Pain ? Who would not be contented to endure 
the pain of denying an Appetite, of iiibduing 
a domineering Paflton, of plucking out a right 
Eye, and cutting off a right Hand, rather than 
to be miferable for ever ? And when it is (b 
impoffible for Young Men to refiift thefe flat- 
tering Temptations without a prefent and aw- 
ful fenfe of Judgment, can any thing more 
concern them than frequently to repeat thefe 
Thoughts, and to poffefs their Imaginations 
with the lafting Impreffions and Images of it ^ 
that it may be always at hand, and ready for 
ufe ? 

But this is neceffary for all Men, as well as 
thofe who are young,- whoever takes care of 
his Soul, ought to keep his Eye upon a. Future 
Judgment ,• I grant it is fo, but there are fome 
peculiar Advantages, which Young Men will 
reap by this, if they begin this Praftice be- 
times ; 

ifi. For this will preferye their Innocence 
and Vertue, and prevent the Terrors and Ago- 
nies of a late Repentance : All the Kindnefs 
the Thoughts of Judgmenc can do to Qld Sin- 
ners, is to put a flop to them, and to bring 
them to Repentance ; And this is a Very great 
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kindneis^ if it makes thefn true Penitents, be^ 
caufe it will fave rheir Souls. And this is that 
which moft Sinners defire, to enjoj/ the Plea- 
fures of Sin as long as they can, and to repent 
before they die : And thus they think they ad- 
juft all Interefts, gratifie the FlelTi, and fave 
their Souls at laft. 

But if thefe Men ever prove true Penitents, 
they become very fenfible of their miftake : 
They wifli then when it is too late, that they 
had femembred their Creater in the days of their 
youth ; that they had preferved themlelves from 
"the Pollutions of Flefli and Senfe; they Feel by 
fad Experience, what an ewl and a bitter thing 
it is to fin againjlGod: How amazing the fliame, 
how fliarp the forrow of Repentance is : It is 
a very melancholy and difconfolate Work, when 
Men draw near their end, to look l)ack xtpon 
a vicious and profligate Life, to have their whole 
Lives to unlive again ; to abhor themfelves for 
what they have done, and to look forward 
with trembling into the other World : For fuch 
late Penitents generailly carry the marks of their 
Repentance infliamie and forfow to the Grave 
with theiii. 

• All this Yoting Men may prevent, if they 
will but think of Judgment in their Youth, 
and govern their Lives under alenfeof ice 
This will make them remember their Creator in 
rhedaysof th€iryoutby knd cori^criafte thdir ten- 
der Age to his Service : Ir will prefcrve them 
from YouthfulLufts, from all enormous Crimes, 
and give th^rri the hmmble Affurance and Con*- 
jfidence of dtttiftrl Children in Jtheir.'Addrofles 
to God : When they di^w near a cohclufion of 
' their 
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their Lives, they review their paft ViAories over 
the World and me Flefh with the fecureft Tri- • 
umphs: The little Follies, and Indifcretions , 
andMifcarriages which the beft Men are fubje<St 
to, will keep them humble, and teach them to 
truft only in the Merits and Interceffion of Chrift; ' 
but when they have madd it the whole bufincfe 
of their lives to pleafe God, though with the 
common Weakneffes and Infirmities of Humane 
Nature, thev feel great Peace of mind and 
alfurance ot the Love, of God ,• and the nearer 
their Work is to an end, the more fecurely they 
triumph. 

What a happy ftate fliall we think this, when 
Death and Judgment are in view ! to feel fo 
fweet a Calm in our Breafts ! to have fo joyful 
aProfpe<Sk before us ! and who would not think 
of Judgment when he is young, that the hop6 
and expe Aation of it may be the Comfort and 
Support of Age; that then he may review his 
> paft Life, not to undo what he has done, but to 
taftethePleafures, and to reap tht Rewards of 
it in prefent Peace of Mind, and great Hopes, 

zdly. There is another Advantage which 
Young Men may make of the early thoughts 
of Judgment, which old Sinners have loft, and 
can never retrieve by all their Repentance, viz. 
To make great Advances and Attainments in 
Piety and Vertue, which will greatly augment 
their Reward, Mpn who. fin on till Old Age^, 
though ihey prove true Penitents at laft^ can 
never recover this,*, for their time is paft, J^nd 
their youthful Strength ajid Vigour ifpent, and 
the Scene of Adion ov^r : they can never re- 
' ' call 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^04 ^ PraSical Difiourje amctrning 

call thirty or forty Years pift, in 'which if tfaey 

. had improred their time well^ they might have 
done great Service to God and to Religion^ and 
great Good to Men ; but thofe who are begin- 
ning their Lives, if they ftart right at firft^ and 
punue an even and ftea^ Courfe of Piety and 

. Vcrtue, if they keep the Futnre Judgment, and 
the next Wdrld always in their Eye , what Im- 
provements will they make! what rich Treafures 
and glorious Rewards may they expeiSb from 
that Righteous Judge, v/bo will render to every 
man aec&rdiffr tc his Works I 

The molt that a Penitent can exped after a 
long Life fpent in Wickednefi and Folly, is to 
get to Heaven, and it is infinite Mercy in God 
to accept of fuch Penitents j but the bright and 
dazlin^ Crowns are referved for thofe who 
have Ip^nt their Lives well, and glorified God . 
•on Earth, and finifhed the Work he gave them 
to do: Such Men will triumph at the Conclu- 
fion of their Race and Warfare, as St. Vaid^ii^ 
I ba^e fought a good fight ^ I have finished my cour/e^ 
I have kept the faith ; henceforth is laid up for me a 
crown of right eoufnefs. 

I know this will not affed: thofe Men now 
who love their Sins, and defire to keep them 
as long as they can ; they will be very well 
fatisfii&d if they can but get to Heaven at laft, 
how mean foever their Station be there ; for 
they are not fo defirous to go to Heaven^ as to 
efcape Kfell ; and if they can but keep out 
of Hellj it is all they hope for: But Men muft 
have a greater Spirit, a more Divine and Gene- 
rous Temper of Soul^ before they can get to 
Heaven : If ever they prove true- ?enitciits, 

the 
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the lofsof fo many opportunities of doing Good^ 
and the Io(s of any degrees of Gloiy they might 
have hadj will both fliame and afflid them. I 
am fure the- greater Rewards we exped -in the 
other Worlds the greater degrees of Glory and 
Happinefs^ the greater will jour Joy and Tri- r 
umph be. > 

Are not Men in this. World as fond of Hap- . ' • 
pinels, as they are afraid ' of Mifery? Does not 
a great Mind defpife little things and aim at ; 
what is great ? And is tliere notas inuch reafon 
to aim at the higheft Happinefs. we are ca- 
pable of in the ne!jct liVorld, a3 W?ll as. in 
this ? ,.:,':'•* 

This is the noble Prize I would jprppofe to . 
Young Men : You. are now beginning your . 
Race^ your Day is but in its Dawn ,• if you : 
rife with the Sun, and work hard all day^ and • 
fpend ybiir whole Lives in God's Service, what ' 
a great deal of work wiU you do, and what a 
proporiidnably great Reward will you have ? . 
This you will do^j if you make the Thoughts 
of Judgment famiUai; to you ^ this will keep 
a conftant Guard upon your Adions, this will 
excfte and quicken your Induflry , this will 
make you fiedfapy unmoveabky always abounding in 
the work of our Lprd^ as knowings thajjctir labour 
Jhallfsot be in vainjn the Lord* 
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CHAP. VI. 
* For what we Jhaff he "Judge J. 

VLF E T us now enquire. What we are to 
1.^ to be judged for: And the general An- 
fwer to this is very plain, Tiat we mufi aUfiand be- 
fore the Judgmtnt-^at of Cbrift, that every one may 
receive the things done in hts body^ according to what 
be bath doncy whether it be good or bady 2 Cor, f. 
lo. That is, we fhall be judged for all the jGood 
and Evil we have done. 

This is obvious to all Men, andaclpiowledged 
by all, who believe a Judgment j and it may be 
thought impertinent to prove, that we fhall be 
judged formchorluch particular Crimes, when 
it isuniver&lly confeffed, that welhall be. judg- 
ed for all. 

But as I obferved under the former Head, 
though all Men who believe a Future Judg- 
ment, profefs alfo to believe* that all Men /ball 
be judged,' yet fonie Men are very apt to forget 
it, and to flatter themfelves, that they /Kail rf- 
cape better than others ; fo it is here : Though 
Men will in general acknowledge, that we 
muft give -an account of whatever we have 
done in the Body, yet there are a. great many 
things, which in themfelves are very great 
Crimes, and yet many Men think there is no 
account to be given of them. I Ihall not in- 
ilance in particular Sins, though a great many 
fuch there are, which few Men take any great 
notice of, but fhall confine my felf to what is 

of 
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of a more general Nature, for Paniculars would 
be endlefs : 

1. tirft then we muft remember^that we fhall be 
judged for our Ignorance : which fome Men are 
lb far from fufpe&ing, that they take Sanctuary 
in their Ignorance to skreen them from the 
Judgment of G O D. If they can but keep 
out the Light, they think they are fafe / to 
fitimble and fall in the Dark is a Misfortune, not 
a Fault, and will rather move Pity and Com- 
paffion, than provoke Revenge ; This makes 
fome Men fo regardlefs of Knowledge j they 
think God will judee them for.no more than 
they know J and all the good they are like to 
get by Knowledge, is to encreafe and aggravate 
their Account. 

I fhall not enter into that Difpute now, 
(which is nothing to our prefent Purpofe) How; 
far, and in what Cafes Ignorance will excufe ; 
though I think it is very plain in general, that 
as far as Ignorance it felf is excufable, 10 far 
Jteiorance will excufe : But my bufinefe at pre- 
lent is to fliew. That commonly Ignorance it 
felf is a great Crime, and when it is fo, if 
Men'fliall not be judged for the Sins which they 
ignorantly cpmmit, yet they fhall be judged and 
condemned for their Ignorance, as well as for 
their Sins againfl Knowledge. 

For is not Man a reafonable Creature? -And 
IS not a reafonable Creature as much bound to . 
know his Duty, as he is to praAife it ? Has, 
God given us Reafon to be the Guide and Di- 
redor of our Lives, and is it not a great Crima 
not to attend to it, not toimprove aad cultivate 
it? Have we Eyes in our Heads, and is it 
X X any 
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any Excufe to us, that we fliutthem, and lofe 
our way ? Is it any Excufe to us not to know 
God^ and our Duty to him, when God has 
made us reafonable Creatures, whomayknoM^r 
their Maker if they pleafe, and underftand the 
difference between Good and Evil ? 1 am fure 
St. PW by this Argument proves, that the 
Heathens were inexcufable, becaufe God had 
implanted fuch Natural Notions of himfelf on 
their Minds, and had given t|iem fo many ex- 
ternal and vifible Demonftrationsof his Power 
and Providence in Making and Governing the 
World, I Rom, 19, 20. Becaufe that which may be 
kncum of Gody is manifefi in them ,• ffir God hath 
pewed it unto them. For the invijible things of 
God from the Creation of the ii^orld are daily 
fteny being under fiood by the things^ that are made, 
even his eternal power and godhead ; fo that they 
are without excufe. The Heathens did greatly 
err both in the "Knowledge and Wormip of 
God ; they were convinced by the Natural 
Senfe of their Minds, and by the Works o£ 
Creation, that there is a God,- an3 therefore 
they' aj;c faid to know Gndy 21 ver. And by the 
fame way they might have known that God 
who made, the World, is not like to Gold and 
Sihery or the Works of mens hands, %q- Images 
made like to corruptible Man^ or to Birds, and four- 
footed Behfisy and creeping things,; and therefore 
though they were really ignorant of the Na- 
ture of God, and had entertained very grofs ' 
Imaginations of the Deity, yet they wer^ . 
without Excufe, becaufe God is to be known 
by Reafon and Nature, and therefore a reafoii- 
able Creature, who lives, in a World which 

has 
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fias' the vifibie Marks of infinite Wifdom and 
Power on it, can never be excufed for not know- 
ing God i that is to fay, nothing y^ill excufe our 
Ignorance of that which we may know, and 
which we ought to know. 

But if the Heathens were fo inexcufable for 
their Ignorance of God, who had no othejr 
Helps but the Light of Nature, and the vifibie 
Works of God J to be fure Ignoraace muft be 
a great Crime in thofe who live where the 
Golpel is preached ; ^ncj^ may read the 
Word of God the;mfelves , if they pleafe, 
^d learn, their Duty from it: God knows a 
great many very ignorant People there are 
among us, who know little more of God than 
the Heathens did,^ who fit in Darknefs, and in 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death , in the 
very Regions of Light, when the day-fpring from 
en high hath 'vijited us^ to give light to them that fit 
in darknefs^ and in the Jhaaov/ of deaths and to guide 
our feet into the ways of peace. 

Will it not be an impudent thing for. fuch 
Men to plead Ignorance at the Day of Judg- 
ment, who would not look into the Bible, nor 
attend publick Inftrudions, to learn their Du- 
ty : Who had the Means and Opportunities of 
Knowledge , but , would not ufe them ; who ' 
took a great deal of pains to be Ignorant, 
and to keep out of the way of Knowledge, 
. which fo ^ often croffed them, that they had 
piuch ado to efcape it ? Whatever may be 
pleaded in excuie of the Ignorance of Hea- 
thens, there can be no Excufe for Chriftians, . 
who have the moft perfect Revelation of the 
Will of God, and will not look into it: This is 

X 5 » great 
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a great Contempt of God j it is in efie^ to iay 
to God, De fart from us^ for we dejire not the know^ 
ledge of thy waysy 2 1 Job 1 4. And it is hard to fay, 
i;^mcn is the moft provoking Sin, to dej[pife the 
Knowledge of jGod, or to break bis Laws : 
^lot to thmk it worth our while to know the 
Will 6f God, or through the power of Tempta- 
tion to tranf^efs our Duty. 

And this is the Danger \ve arie in, if wp 
negleft or rejed the Knowledge of the*Gofpel ; 
our Ignorance will be our greateft Critne ,• it 
will be fo far from excufmg our Wickednefi, 
that it will aggravate it, for we chufe to be 
ignorant, that we majr be wicked: And there- 
fore it concerns us diligfently to read and fludy 
the Scriptures, and to attend upon the Publick 
Miniftry of the Word, and the Private In- 
ftrudions and Direiftions of our Spiritual 
Guides ^ for fince Chrift came from Heaven 
to declare the Will of God, and has put the 
Holy Scriptures into our Hands, which are a 
perfeft Rule of Faith and Manners, and fiir- 
ni/hed jis with all the Advantages to encreafe 
in Knowledge ,• it is as dangerous 9 thing to 
be wilfully ignorant of the Gofpel, as it is to 
difobey it. " , 

II. As Men ftall be judged for their Igno-;- 
rariice, fo they /hall be judged for their Infideli- 
ty : Thijj is fb plain in Scripture, that it nepds 
lattle Proof,* our Saviour exprefly tells us, He 
that belie^eth on him (xhsLt i$y onthe Son of God^ 
^hom God fent into the T^orldy that the ^orld 
through him might he faved) is not condemned: 
}ut be that hlieveih not, is condemned already ^ be-- 
fa$ffe lie hath not believed in the Name of the only 
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begotten Son of G6d. And this is the condemnati^ 
on^ that light is come into the worlds and men k-^ 
ved darknefs rather than light ^ becaufe their^ deeds 
ivere evily ; John 17, 183 19. This our Saviour 
frequently inculcates on the Jtwsy that unlefs 
they b^Keve on him, they miift die and perifli 
in their Sins. And we know the Jeii^s were re- 
jeded by God for their Infidelity,- their Tem- 
ple, and City, and Nation deftroyed by the 
Roffiansy and they diiperfed and fcattered among ' 
all Nations to this day. And our Saviour after his 
Refurrei5kion, when he gave Commiffion to his 
Apoftles to go into aU the eWorld , and to 
Preach the Gpfpel to every Creature^ Univer- 
lally pronounces. He that believetb^ and is baf^ 
• tiXicdy jhaU be faved'^ but he that belie^etb noty 
jhall be damnedy 16 Mark i(>. And therefore 
St. Perer tells the Jenvsy Neither is there Salvation 
in any other : for there is none other name under 
Heaven given among men whereby we mufi be ' 
favedy 4 Afts 12. And if there be no other Nsime 
whereby Men muft be faved. Infidelity muft 
damn us. 

Would fome Men in our days ferioufly con- 
fider this, they would not think themfelves fo 
fecure in their Infidelity , nor take fo much 
pains to make themfelves Infidels : For \i after 
all their pains to disbelieve the Gofpel, it fhould 
prove true at laft, they muft be damned for ^it 
believing it. ' " ' 

If Chrift came into the World to fave Sin^ 
ners, and there is no other Name under Heavei^ 
whereby Sinners can be. faved ^ thofe who 
will not believe on his Name muft^ eternally 
p^rifli; As if there were but one Phyfi^ian in 
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the Worlds who could cure fuch a ftiort?! Di- 
ftemper, thofe Vho labour viider this Diftem- 
per, and will not go to this •Phyfician for their 
Cure, miift iiecellarily die hy their negleft ; 
their Infidelity iij that fcafpl would kill theiri 
t what regfons foever they could pretend for 
thejr Infidelity] by negle(3:ingthepnly megnsof 
'their Retoyery- r 

But befides .this. Infidelity is a. vpry g;reat 
' Crime, when we hsjve fufi5cient Ueafons and 
Motives of Faith; l^ot this deftroys all Com- 
' merce and Jntercourfe ("if I may to (peak) be- 
tween GOD. and Men, If Men may be al- 
lowed to disT^elieve a Revelation which has all 
' the Evidence and Proof that any Revelation caa 
' have, it makes it impoffible for God to reveal 
' his Will to the Woyld ; at leaft to give uj fuch a 
itanding Revelation as may beg certain Rule of 
' "Faith to all. Ages. 

And befides this. Infidelity is pot owing to 

want of-Evidertce, but to an evil Temper of 

Mind, which is prepoffeffed with fuch vicious 

'Luftsand Paflions, as wilt not fuflfer .Men to 

believe,- thus/opr Saviour telU us. That ^, men 

l(n;e darhicfs rather than Ught^.becauj^e their deeds, 

' are. evil: And tells the Pharffees, How can ye 

. believe y who receive honour one cf another y and 

feek nht that honour 'which cotneth of God?. So that 

Infidelity is more in M^ns Wills than in their 

Undei:ftandings, and therefore' is as punilhabfe 

as. any other Vice: And though fuch Infidels 

Yf\\\ pretend to Reafon for their Infidelity," anjd 

defpife and laugh' at the eafie Credulity of the 

reft of the World •;* they H^ay have a great 

^ force and byafs' upon their Underftandmgs fpr. 



i 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Future JUD(S ME NT.\ ii? 

^11 that, an^ would they be honeft and fincere, 
they themfelves muft be fenfible of it : How- 
ever, God who fees their hearts, fees that it is 
foj and it is reafon enough toBy-ftanders to 
fulpeift if fs fo, when they obferve^ that the 
more vertuoufly* Men areinclin-d, the more 
readily they etnbrace the Golpel, and the more 
firmly they believe it; whereas Infidels com- 
pionly make little pretence to Sobriety or Vertue, 
jbut areMenof this World, who defign no more 
than toplegfe themfelves in the Enjoyment ofit ; 
and when Mens underilandihesin other Matters 
are egually good, it is very reafonably fufpicious, 

* that it is only their different Inclinations and 
Paffionsi which make th^ip judge (o difFerent- 
Jyof things. 

If this be the Caft^ 8$ our Saviour affures us it 
is, and as our ownReafon, and our Obfervation 
of Mankind, may give us fufficient caufe to ^ 
fufpecSt, all Men muft grant, thatitis>8sfitMen 
Ihould be judged for their Infidelity, as for any 
other Vice ; And this is reafon enough to make 
.'Men afraid of Infidelity : For if they may bQ 
damned for being Infidels, they have no reafon 
to be fecure in their Infidelity. 

Infidels themfelvQsmuft confefs, that if there 

.^ be fufficient reafon to believe the Gofpel, they 
deferve to be puniihed for their Unbelief : And 
if it Ihould prove true at laft, it will be too 
late to difpute it in the other World, whether 
God had given them fufficient Evidence of it. ^ 
The great Number of Believers, who were as 
wife and cautipu$ Men a[s themfelves,. will con- 
vince them, thw there was Evidence enpugh 
for wife thinking Men. to belieye the Gofpel; 
And when they mail be afhamed to plead want 
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of Evidence for their Unbelief, what Excufe will 
they find for their Infidelity ? 

This may convince Infidels thcmfelves, that 
their Infidelity is no Security to them, for whe- 
ther they Mdlfbelieve Heaven and Hell or not, 
if. there be an Heaven they fliall lofe it, and if 
there be an Hell they /hall fell into it for their 
Infidelity; and dcfervedly too, if their Infide- 
lity be canlcd hy thd fault of their Wills, not 
by a want of Evidence : And therefore no Man 
tMh be fecnre in his Infidelity, rill he be fecJure 
that his Infidelity is not wilful j that there is no 
corrupt nor vicious Affedion which byaffes and 
perverts his Judgment j and there is but one 
way of trying this, that I know <^, and I am 
pretty confident it would cure all the Infideli- 
ty in the World : Let Men renounce all their 
finful Lufls and Vices, which make them infa- 
mous to the World ,• let them obey the Laws 
of the Gofpel, which are fof the good of Hu- 
mane Societies, for the good of their Families, 
which arethe Ornament and Perfe<aion of Hu- 
mane Nature, whether the Gofpel be true or 
not, and then if they can disbelieve the 
Gofpel, it is not becaufe their deeds are evil, 
not becaufe they have ibme Lufl or other 
t6 ferve by their Infidelity , and this would 
make their Infidelity very excufable ; but 
I know not of fuch an Infidel as (Ms in 
the Worid. It is apparent and vifible, 
that the Inifidels of our Days promife them- 
felves fecurity in their Vices from their Infideli- 
ty : Thfcy laugh at Heaven and Hell, becaufe 
they will not be at the pains to go to Heaven^ 
and are afraid of Hell ^ Whatever Wit and 
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Reafbn they pretend to^ all mankind fee which 
way their Inclinations lead them ; and if they 
doiiotfeeit themfelvesj nor fuiped that this 
may be the Caufe of their Infidehnr^ whs^ever - 
Wit they may have, they have no Senie. 

m. We fhail be judged alfo for not improving 

thole Talents we are entrufled with ; that h, 

for joot doing Good in the World : This many 

Men are apt to forget. To ^uander awgy^ 

afid wafte their Mailer's Goods, to do that 

which is evil, this they think they muft give an 

account of, but if they do np hart, they arc 

not much concerned what good they do. But 

our Saviour in the Parable of the Talents, in« 

fonqs us better, that we muit give an gqcount 

of bur Improvements: For he who received 

but one Talent, went and digged in the Earth 

and hid his Lord's Money, and when his 

Lord came to reckon with him, heiaid, LorJy 

J knevf that tbm art oH bard man^ reaping wber^ 

thou bafi not fown^ and gatbering where thoubafi not 

fitav^ed : And I was afraidy and went and bid thy 

Talent in the Eartb : L$y there thou bafi what h 

tbine* But bis Lord anjwered and faid unto htm, 

Tbeu wicked Seirvant, tbop inewefi that Irtaf where 

Ijhp^ednoty and gather where I have not Jtrawedt » 

Tmu <mgbtefi therefore to ba*ve pit my Money to the 

Exchangers^ and thenatfny coming IJhould have re-- 

cei'vedmine oTtm with ufury. Take therefore the Ta^- . 

lent from* himy And cafi ye the unfrofitable Ser^ 

'vant into outir darhnefsy there jhall be weeping and 
gnattnngofTeethy ifMatdi. 

Ijcre wc plainly fee, that this Servant was 
not punilhed for fpending his Matter's Money, 
^r he returned him the Talent which he gave 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^3i6 APraSical Difcourfe concernif^ 

hkn; Loy here thou baft what is thine ; but for not 
improving it, as his other Servants had done : 
He was an unfrofitabh Servant ^ who had brought 
HO advantage to his Matter. And thus it is 
plain Men judge of Servants : He is a Very wick- 
ed Steward indeed, who embezels his Mafter s 
Goods, but he is an unprofitable Servant who 
makes no Improvements : And thus God will 
judge of us, as we think it reafonable to judge 
of our Servants. 

And good GOD! when we coniiderhow 
many Talents we are ehtrufted with, it fbonXA 
make us tremble to think what little Improve- 
ments we make of them: Everything that is im- 
proveable to the Service and Glory of Gody is a 
Talent j and if we do not improve it to God's 
Glory, and to do good in the "World, it is a Ta- 
lent nid in a Napkin, or buried in the Earth. As 
to give^Dme^fhort Hints and Intimations of this ; 
for a juft . Difcourfe about this Matter would be 
xoo long a Digreflion : 
' Power mtift be allowed to be a Talent, and a 
^ery improveable Talent ,• for every degree of 
Power gives Men great opportunities of doinc 
good: Some Men move in a high Sphere^ and 
can givfe Laws to thofe below ^ their very Ex- 
amples, their Smiles or Frowns are Laws, and 
can do more to the reforming of the World, 
than the wifeft Inftruftions, the moft convin- 
cing Arguments, the moft pathatical Exhortati- 
ons of gleaner Men. 

But though few Aten h^ve fuch a Po^r as 
this, yet moft Men have fome degree of Pow- 
er ; to be fure every Father and Mafter of a 
Family has j his Authority reaches" his Chil^ 
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dfen and ServantSji and were this but; Wiifelyim- 

' proved, it would loon reform the .World : But^ 

how few are there who improve this Talent? 

who ufe their Power to riiake ;thofe who 

• are under their Authority obedient to God, 
which is the true Ufe and Improvement of* 
Power. * 

. Riches, Ifuppofe, will be allowed to be a- 
nothef very Improve^ble Talent ^ for what 
Good jnay not a Rich Man do, if he have, a 
heart to do it ? He may be Eyesr to the Blind, . 
and Feet to the Lame ^ a Father to the. Fa- 
therlefe,^ and a Huskjrid to the Widow j" a Tu- 
telar Angel, and even a Qod to Men/ And Riches 
are a Xruft and a S^tewardlhip, of which we 
muft give an Acca];int, • To fpend them upon 
our Lufts, in Rioting, Luxury, and Wanton- 
nefs, this is to wafte our. Matter's Goods ; And 
to keep them fafe,r without doing any good 
with tl^tn,^ is to hide .^em in th^^g^tb;^ as tiie - 

' unprofitable Servant, i^id^ his Talent-: An5 if we * 
niuft be judged ^n^/.^ndemned for not im- 
proving our •Talenv^fo? .^(^t futting our Lor^s 
Money to the Exchangers, that when h't comu hi . 
mar receive his oivn 'mttl^^ ^fif^J^ as. our S^iviour 
tells usf rich Men. ouglrt to exapainetheir Ac- 
counts, and fee what Encreafe they have macje » 
of their Talent j notHow they have multiplied 

- \ their Gold and Silver, but what good th^y have 7 
done with it.'; ^ \. ^ .; 

Once more, Wifdoni an^Knpwledge, efpe- 
cially'the Knowledge of God ando^.Reli 
is a very improveable- Talent ^ for there is no- 
thing wher^v; we cOT^ more advance thqr/jlory 
of <Jjod,/o/ <K). more good to ^lv^e,n^;rTp in- 
, \ ' ^ ftru<a 
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ftmit the Ignoraiit, to confirm the Donbtfbl, 
to vindicate the Being and Providence of God, 
to /hame and baffle Atheiim and Infidelity, to 
expound the DocSkrines and Laws of oar Sa- 
viour, arid refcue them from perverfe GloiTes 
and Comments ; this makes the Glory of God 
n^ore vifible to the World, and ferves Man- 
kind in their gre^teil and deareft Interefts j it 
feeds their Souls with Knowledge and Under- 
flanding, direds them in the Way to Heaven, 
and minds them to take care of their Eternal 
State. • . 

This indeed is the peculiar Care and Qiai^q 
of the Minifters ot Religpion ; they are the 
Stewards of the AMeries ofGOD; time whom 
onr Lord has made Rukrs over hi Houfiwld^ to 

five them Meat in duefeafon^ 24 Matth. 2y. And 
t. Paul tells us. It is required of thefe Stev^ards^ 
that tbej be found faithful But this is a. Talent 
which thofc may have in great jperfe<Stion , 
v/ho are not by Office the Guides of Sotjls; 
and where-ever it is, it miift be improved, and 
muft be accounted foV: We may many times 
do more fervice to God, and more good to 
M6n, by giving wife and wholefomc fiftru^- 
bns, than by giving an Alms : This every Man 
who knows enough to take care of His own 
S6ul, cah do in Ibmemeaiure; and this \it^ muft 
and ou^ht to do, as weU as he can : But.fe few 
Men think of this, or charge, themfehres widi it 
as belonging to dheir Account, that it is fit to. 
mind you of it . • 

IV. We fliafl be judged not only^ (oj our 
own peribnal Sins, but, in many cafes, for 

the 
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the Sins pf other Men, which we have made our 
own:^ There are a great many ways whereby . 
we may bring the Guilt of other Mens Sins upon 
our felves ; when we tempt and provoke Men 
to fin, by our Authority, Counfels, Examples j 
when we perfwade, intice, threaten, or marae 
■^4en into Sin ; when we negled our Duty to 
thofe whoare under our Government; do not 
inilruft them better, do not forewarn them of 
the Danger they are in of being miferable in 
this World, and in the next ^ when we do 
not reftrain them, when we can, nor punilli 
them for their Sins i when we are Partners 
with them jn their Wickednefs, or the Inftru- 
mentsof it:j when we corrupt and debauch 
their Uhderftandings with the Principles, of 
Atheifmi, , Infidelity, or Scepticifm,- whatever 
Wickednjsfs Men are drawn into by thele 
means^ is chargeable upon our felyes, and muft 
be added, to. our Account, as in reafon it 
ought to be jf for if we are the Caufe of other 
Mens fins^ we muft bear the Guilt of tjiem 
. too. , . 

And if this be fo^ what a terrible Acpount have 
fome Men to make, which , they never think 
of? How many have they corrupted by their 
Examples, or v^ounfels, or fome other way i 
And how wiU this gggravatQ their owa^Con- 
demnatioxK i when they carry a long Train and 
Retinue of uridone SpujstoHell with them? 
That if Men will not be good thenjfelves, they 
ought to take care how they make others wick-^ 
ed: This, tltiey get nothing ^)y, but a dpnble 
Damnati6fi^ and they wiU lin^ k enottgh tab&. 
danmeifcor themf^lves^ ; 
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V/ ^e fhall be judged alfo for our fecjfet 
SfalS : Thus Solomon tells us, God (hall bring t^erj 
i^ork into judgment y ivitb fvcrj Jecret thingy 'whe- 
ther it be goody or whether it be tvily 12 EcCl. 14. 
i^d St. Taul tells us. That God jhall judge the 
Secrets of men by Jefus' Chrifty according to the 
Gofpely 2 Rom. 16; And thereifore D^wV pr ays' 
to God, Cleanfe thou the from fecret Faults y 19 
Pfal. 12. 

There is n<y reafon to think it fliould be other- 
wife, fince our moft fecret Sin$ are vifible to 
God : All things are naked and open Unto the eyes 
of him with whom we have td doy 4 Heb. i j. 
. And when God knows our moft fecret Sins, 
. why fhould he not judge tis foi- them ? Humane 
Judicatures will punifh thofe fins which are moft 
fecretly committed, when they happeir to* be 
difcovered ,• for the fin is never the lefs, nor does 
it lefs deferve to be puniflied, for being lecret : 
And therefore though fuch fins may eicape the 
Judgment of Men by being concealed, they can- 
not efcape God's Judgment, who fees and iiiov/s 
them. 

I grant, that to commit fin openly in the . 
Face of the Sun, argues greater Impudence 
in finning, does more publick Diftbnour to 
God, and gives greater Scandal to the World j 
but fecret fins put as greata Contempt on God^ 
as open Impieties do j for it is a plain proo^ 
that fuch finners hare -a greater Revetence for 
Men, than they have fte Godj though they 
profefi to believe that. God is prefent every 
where, and fees all they do, yet they ' ^curely 
commit the greatd[l Villanies under 1:^ £ye , 
when no body elfe feei them, which msy 
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dlirft not comniit in the presence of the meaineft 
Man. 

iriiis IS a very Unaccountable things and pn^ 
would imagine that fuch Men did not believe 
that Gojd fees what they do in fecret^ and yet ^ 
they do believe it ,• and we all know it is fo : It 
may be there are few Men but are guilty qf fome 
private Sins at Ibmetiitie or other, which nothing 
could have perfwaded them to hav6 committed 
publickly ; and .yet when any Man is tempted 
by Secrefie and Retirement, though he drives 
away the Thoughts of God as much ats he can- 
while he is in purfuit of his Lufts aha wicked 
Defigns, when he come§ to himfelf^ and has 
tim? to think, his Conference fpeaks Terror to , 
him, and puts him in fnind, that God fees him, 
though Men do not. 

But confider> I befeech you, if God will 
judge us for all our moft fecret Sins, how little 
it will avail us to conceal our Sins from Men : 
We m^y indeed by this meihs efcape prefent 
Shame arid Punifliment, but eternal Shame, e- 
ternal Torment Will be our Portion ^ and are 
We more afraid of being reproached by 
Men , than of beihjg^ reproached by God 
and by our own Confcicnces ? Than or being 
cxpofcd to Shame in the general Affembly of 
Men and Angels, when God fhall bring to 
light all the hidden Works of Darknefs ? Are 
we more afraid of fome Punifliments in our Bo- 
dies or Eftates, which Humane Laws and Judi- 
catures c^ninflia onus, than we are of Hell3 
where the Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not 
'qticnchcd ? * 

^ Y iam 
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I am very fenfible what it is that deceived 
Men in this Matter, and if you will but ver 
fleA upon your felves, you will find what I lay 
to be true: You do believe that God fees your 
moll fecret Sins, and will judge and condemn 
you for them j and you are more afraid of Hell, 
than of all prefent Shame and Punilhment ; 
and yet you will venture- upon thofe Sins un- 
der the Eye of God,* which the Prefence of a 
Man, at lealt of fuch Men as will difcover 
your Sin and Shame, and puniih you for it, 
would have kept you from : What is the mean- 
ing of this ? To be more afraid of God than of 
Men, and yet toftand in more awe of Man than 
of God? • • 

The Account of this, which looks like a My- 
llery, I think, is very plain: Men dare not 
commit thofe Sins publickl)^ which they will 
venture on in private, becaufe if Men fee their 
Wickednefs, they immediately forfeit their 
Reputation, and get fuch a Blot and Stain on 
their Names, which all the Tears of Itepen«» 
tance cannot waJh out again, for they know 
the World is ill-natured, and every lingle Mif- 
carriage^ which comes tp be known leaves an^ 
indelible Character of Infamy on them; and 
they are not willing to forfeit their Reputation^ 
which is fo necelury to the Comforts of lile^ 
for ever: And befides this, if the Sins they 
commit l^e (uch as are pumfhable by Humane 
Laws, if thevjje known^ all their Repentance, 
how fincere loever it b^ will hot deliver them 
from Punifhment ; and though the love their 
Sins very well, they jvAlnbt venture the P1I7 
nilhment of them. 

But 
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But now though God abhors all Sin mord • 
than the beft Men do, and Hell be a more ter-^ 
rible Ptinifhment than any thing in this World,* 
yet God may be atoned and reconciled by Re- 
pentance: Repentance v^ill reiHore them tothe 
Favpuf of God, and hide and cover their SinSj 
and blot them out of their account, and re- 
concile them to their own Confciences, and 
brevtnt their final Punifhnleiit in the next 
world: And this they refolve upon; repent 
they will, and Repentance^ wHl leclire them 
both from the futtire Shame^ and Puniihment 
of Sin J and therefore their only cdre is, to 
conceal their Shame from Men , and to 
efcape prefent Puniftiment : And this is the 
reafon why they dare commit thofe Sins in 
fecret , though they know God fees them,* 
which they dare not commit in the view 
of the World : This makes the Prefence and 
the Eye of God fo ineffedual to reftrain Mens 
Lufts, .^hat they hope after all their fecret Vil- 
lanies to be friends again with God, but do not 
cxped, /hould the World difcover their Wicked-^ 
nefs, that it wotild fpare them, or evef think 
wdl of them more. 

This looks like a very notable Contrivance, ta 
. prelerve our Reputation In* the World by Secre- 
ne, and to regain the Favour of God by Repen- 
tance : But the Devil is too cunning for SiimerSj 
fot if the iwe dndReverence for God,arid the fear 
of a Pature Judgment will hot pttitiit Mea^ 
froiri fecret Sins, their other hopes wil! deceive? 
them • filch Mens Shaftie will not be lon^ con- 
cealed, and their Repentance will foon grow 
impoffible/ 

1r a Whe« 
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When Men think to out- wit God, his Ju- 
ftice arid Providence is concerned for their dif- 
covery : Almoft as many Sinners as we fee 
hanged, or pilloried, or whipt, fo many De- 
mohftrations there are , that Mem cannot 
conceal their Sins, or can never be fure they 
fhall : For all thefe Malefadors ftudy Secrefie 

• and Concealment, as much .as they can ^ znd 
yet are at one time or othpr difcovered^ and 
lufFer that publick Shame and Puhifhmcnt.they * 
deferve. There are a thoufand Accidents 
which betray the grcateft Privacies, a thousand 
Circumftances which make Men fufpede4> 
and that makes them watched, and curioufly 
bbferved; they cannot always ufe that Cauti- 
on that is required, or the Partners and In- 
ftruments of their Sins . are. difcovered , and 
then they betray one another : Nay, many Sins 
without great Caution will betray, themlelves ; 
let Men be never fo fecret in their Lull, it will 
be known to all the World when they begin to 
rot with it, when the Marks of their Sin grow 
vifible, and can be hid no longer: Nay, Men 
who fin very cautioufly and fecretly at firft, in 
time grow more bold and impudent, and are 
not fo much concerned to be private ,• what at 
firft they were alhamed the World ihould know, 
in time they think no fhame. A cuftom of 
finning, though in private/ wears off the Mo- 
defty of Humane Nature .• and Ayhen Men 
forget to blu/h, they defpife Reproach and 

* Cenfure, and then publi/h their own Wick6d- 
nefi, and feek for Retirement and Privacy no 
longer: The moft impudent Sinners in the 
World' were at firft modeft ; but if they find 

any 
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any Exctrfe to make a beginning, how mddeft 
ibever theifi beginnings are, they quickly im- 
prove .and lofe the fenfeof Sin^ andaverfion 
to ft by their repeated Commiffions, and then 
cannot bear the Reftraints of Modeli^ and Re- 
tirement. . 

And this fliews what little hope there is, that 
lecret Sinners fliould ever prove true Penitents ; 
for the moft impudent and hardned Sinners 
finned very fecretly at firft; and of all thofe 
vSifiners, who made very modeft and bafliftil 
beeinnings, I doubt for one tt-ue Penitent/ 
fbflfc huhdr€ds fin away all Thoughts of Re- 

- ¥6i thtronly effedual Reftraint uponHu- 
Hiane Nature is an Av^e ahd Reverence for"* 
God, and the F^ai^'of Future Judgment, and 
Meii may fin aWay this in private as well . as 
in publicJc. Whdii oncethey conquer a JReve- 
rencefor God, and fortheir own Confciences, 
which a Cuftom of Sihliing will do, be it ne- 
ter fo fecret, they will have little regard to what 
the World lays of them,' they may fear Humane 
Puiiilhments,^but they are funk l)el6 w the fenfe 
of Shame. _ 

" If ever God reclaim fiich Men,* it muft be ei--' 
riierbyfome great and fevere Affliftions^ which. 
Carry the Marks of a rDivine Vengeance on 
them/ or by difcovering their Wickednefs, and 
«3^ofing them to publick Shame before they 
have loft «11 fepfe of it. But if Men fin fecretly, 
9xid are very fortunate in concealing their Sins, 
they will never think it time to repent, till 
they can fin no. longer. 

y jf • And 
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And therefore Tmce GOD fees our moil 
fecret Sips^ ^nd will judge us for them ; let us 
maintain a conftant Awe for God in our great- 
eft Retirement; ; let us remember^ that jGod 
|s iilways prcfent with us, that he fees when- 
no other Eye fees, that he abhors our moft ic^ 
cret Sins, that it is a ereat Contempt of God 
to retain a Reverence tor Men, and to cad off 
the Reverence of God j to be afhamed that 
Men fhould know and fee that Wickednefs which 
we are not afhamed to conunit, though we 
know God looks on. 

3utthen on the other hand, wemuft%c- 
paembcr, that at the Day of Judgment God 
will reward all the good we do, how private 
and fecret foever it oe; asourSavioor aflures 
lis, with reference to our private Devotions , 
private Alms, and private Fafts; 6 Mat. T%at 
eur FatbtTy who fietb i^ fecret wiU tpi^ari u$ 
pfenly. . .^ . 

It is too often feen, that Men make ReUgi« 
on it felf minifter to their Lufts and fecujiar 
Jnterefts,- as the Pharifecs did all their Works, 
io be i&tn and to be admir d of Men ; and 
therefore their great care was for what is ex* 
ternal and vifible, they prayed in the Corners 
bf the Streets, and gavjp their AUns with the 
found of a TTrumpet*, and disfigured their 
Faces, thgt they plight appear unto Mea to 
faft. This wgs all vain Glory and Hypocrifie j 
jjnd when they were admired by Men for it, 
they had ^he Reward they aimed at,.aiidtillthe 
]^ewafd they miift expe^, - ' 
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But true Religion does not couit the Applaufc 
of Men : A good Man muft let a good Exam- 
ple to the World in his publickConverlation > 
but iiich Ads of Vertue as may be pHvate^ he 
k contented /Koiild be l^nown to none but God 
and his own Conscience, 
' ' This is highly acceptable to God^ fof it is to 
-dO' good only f6r (ibd's fake,, and that fatisfadi- 
on'we take in dcnng good : Here is no mix- 
ture of fecular Ends; but God is the whole 
Worid to us : That hfe fees it, is more than all 
Humane Applaufe^though the whole World wer^ 
the Theatre J we' expe<ft our Reward from him, 
ifod from Jham only, for we let no body elfe 
knowitj which is fiich a Perfe<9feionof Obedi- 
ence, or Faith, of Hope and Truft in God, as 
jdefenres the greattft Rfewardj. 

Thofc who iriduftrioufly coiiccal the good 
they do from Men, can expe<ft; nothing from 
Men for it, neithei" pniC^ nor Rewards, ftnd 
therefore can have no othfer Motire to do good • 
but the Love and Reverence of God, and 
Faith in him, or thePleafiire they take in dor 
tng good for Qpodnefs fake, wnich are fuch . 
Noble and Djvine Principles of 'A<9tion, as 
coinmand Reverence from all Men, when 
thejr are difcovered, do great Honour to the 
Divine Nature, anci will procure great Re- 
wards : Which is a mighty Encouragement to 
the moft fecret VertiiCs, tp the moft fecret Ads 
pf Devotpn and Charity^ Th?t our Father who 
fetth in fecret^ wiB reward rssofenly in the Prefenfe of ^ 

men an^ A^gdsj 

■ ¥4 fy.^f? ... 
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yi. We ihall be judged for the Sins of our 
Thoughts } and though all Men will confef; this 
alfo, yet few cgnfider it. 

Good God ! could we Ippk in^o pne anot^£s 
Thoughts^ how jhould webluihj and be cpnr 
founded to fee each other I Men^ who ieeoi 
tp make Conicience of thqir external Qf^vi- 
pur and Converfatipn^ tpgkp vesv little Co&- 
fcience of governing^hek'^^hp^ritsand l^cret 
Paflion$. , /! ^ '.' - 

Thofe who jippear fo moddft as to blnih at 
fihy indecent Word or /Ldion^ too often :at 
the very«fkme time burn with lAift3 and enters 
tain their Fancies wi$h all impure anc} unplj^Ot 
Imaginations. ' * . ; ,7 ,rj ; 

Thb moft ^a^e and courteous Mpn^ whofe 
Words and ^hayiour are f^ft^ endearing^ %pid 
obliging, can yet cherifh revengeful Thoughts, 
An^er, Malice, Hatred, and pleafe themi^ljf^ 
wi|h the Imagination of foine Tragical Sofpes, 
which they dare not aA. ^ . . . - • 

Nay, many times thofe who appear ih^m- 
ble to a F^ult, who feem as free from Am^kjoit 
as any Men in the World, who arrogate f|Or 
• * thing to th^mfelves, nay leem to jdinire every 
body butthpmfelves, ^reyet very, fall of tbip»r 
felves, fwoln. with vain Conpcits of their o^fn 
^orth and ^erit, anfi pl?afe themfelves witb 
their own Dcferts/^nd tlut, the World taki^ 
notice of their Deferts ; ai»d th^n' they confidieB, 
how they ought to be. rewarded :an4 pr?f«fire4> 
and will be fure to choofe very well for ^h^- 
felves ; and thus entertain their deluded Fanpijs 
^ith vain and empty Scenes of Gfeatnefs and 

• arhe 
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The Pharifees thought all this very innoceilt : 
That tp luil after a be^autiful Woman > and 
pleai'e theqafelves with amorous and wanjton 
Imaginatiqas, were no Grime^ if they did not 
commit Adultery ; that Anger, and Malice, 
a[nd Revenge were very innocent, while con*- 
fined to thought,' but our Saviour teaches his 
Pifciples better, Te baw bearJ^ ip,katk hem 
faid to them of olJy Thou jhalt not commit Adulr 
tery. Buf I fay unto ytm^ Whofoe'ver lookefh dn a 
Wiman to lufi after ber, batb committed Adultery 
ovitb ber already in bis'Heatt. 7bu bave beard 
it batb been faid unto tbem of oldy Tbou Jhah not 
kill : And whpfoevet jhaU hlly jhaU be in dagger 
of tbe Judgment. But I fay, unto youy ffiafiever 
JhaU be anpy ^itb bis Brother without a Cfuf^^ 
JhaU be in dagger of tbe Judgment , f Mat^h. 2 1-, %2fy 
273^8. .: ■ \ 

For indeed the Thoughts and Paffions of the 
Soul defile the Man : They dilbov^r the Temper 
and Ciprnpljedion pf the Mind : Thi| is- ttt 
conceiving of Luji y as St. James fpeaks ; and 
while A^n indulge themfelves in wanton, luft- 
ful, proud, ambitious, fpiteful, and revenge- 
ful Thoughts, it is almoft ipipoffible bttt: fuch 
Thoughts as thefe will influence their Afti6n«[, 
when »' favourable Opportunity ferves,* and. if 
they do npt^ryet we know what the^ Mens 
Hearts ar^j jpd God who. dwells within us, 
andfees.pur Thoughts, will judge the Secrets 
of Hearts. Men who aft over the Scenes pf 
JLufl;, and Pride, and Revenge in their Miuds, . 
areasiinli^etpGod, who is eflential HPlinefs, • 
Purity, l-pve, as thofe who commit all thofe . 
yillsni^s, whi^ phey ^only pleafe theipfelves 

with 
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with the Fancy of. Our likemis to God coll- 
ie only in the (^nformity of otd Wills and 
Afie^ns to him 5 for it is only a Spirit that 
can be like a Spirit ; and ther^fwe while our 
Thoughts and Paflions are fo contrary and op- 
pofke to the Divine Nature, God can never own 
us, we are not his Children, we are not yet born 
of God, for we have nothing of Yak Image on 
us. . 

And therefore let us take care of our 
^hougHts, of our Paffions and fecret AfFeftions^ 
for wc muft be judged for thefe, as well as for 
our external Adions,* we miay fin with our 
Minds and Spirits, as well as with our Bodies ; 
and God who is a Spirit, requires thie Worihip 
^ and Obedience of our Minds and Spirits, and is 
as- much oilfended^ with finfol and impure 
Thoughts, as with MrickedAdions. • - 

- VH. We fliall be judged for our Words too ; 
Thus our Saviour affurestis, i^Marth- 36, 57. 
But T fay unto jtUy That every idle v^withat men 
Jhdll /peaky they Jhall give an accotmt tbiereefinthe 
Day of yt^dgment. For by thy wtn'ds tbm fitak 
he jufiifedy and by thy v^ords tbtmjhalt Ife condemn 
ntd.' I need not tell you whatthdTe Wfc^vwir 
are 1 Plrophane Atbeiftical Difcourfe, Bllffphem- 
ingGod and his Providence, Ridi<Sttling his Wor;-^ 
fliip fttA Religion/ the Dodxiiite^ a^ Frecepcs 
of it,' and thofe Mira:cles which vrere- wrought 
^by the Power of the Holy Ghoft, for the Cop- 
ipnttation of Chrifttaliit}', fo which oijr Savi- 
pur particularly refers in this place/ or obfcenq 
and- wanton Difcoutfe, which %i(i,taul c?lls 
cmufi <4on$municdthn , whftCh (bould nevei? 

\^ •• « , . 'I. 
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FutHreJl/DGMEMT. ^^i 

come into the Mouths, of Chriftians^ and all . 
reviling and reproachful Sppeches^ Slandering^ 
Back-l»tjing, Railing^ which our Saviour tlu'ea-r 
tens widh Eternal iDapuiation: But I fay $mto 
ywy Wbofimier is angry with bis Brother without n 
Cauft^ Jhall he in Mnger ejf the Judgment 4 And 
whofoever Jhall fay to his Brother j Rachsfg^ fiaU he 
in danger rf the Council: hut Tifhofoever jhall/ fay ^ 
Thou Foely (hall he in danger if Hefl-fire^ .• f Mar, 
22. And St. Jwmes ^ with a pf cuH^r rdp^ to 
fiich angry reproachful Language^ t^lls usj If 
any man 4meng jem feenteth. to he Religious ^ and 
hridieth not. his Tengiie ^^hut, deuivetb b^.-ofwu 
Hear$^ th^f^ mads Bjelifym^is. ^^ain, i JOfQCj^ a6. 
And yet I need not tell any Man^hQi^.qpPKuoq 
this piaftice is.r ;•• ? "» .-, ;.: -i .- -/ :• ,, . 

Atheiflical, Prophanei; Obigcni^, Reyiling 
Difcouife^j jnake up the^ Wit> ai>4 HumouTj 
and Conirerfation of the Age;, .The* >iiisi( and 
pleaiant Talkers wputd: fk UHp Moms^ and 
gaze upon one another wtthout oQ? wiJ^ W9^A 
to iay^ unlefs youallow^themtolaug^ at pod^ 
and Relig^on> and all thinj^ (koft^ .to msikc a 
Mock of Sin^ to tickle their Pgnci^s w^th ob«* 
fcenejefk^ or fpitefiil Reflexions j for.wcse it ^ 
ever poiBbtethatiuchiM^nihpuld have nothing 
to I^ughatj or noth^g to Rail at^ they were 
undone. " . • . 

Thefe Men never think of being judged for 
their Words; and yet these is as much reaibq 
we ihouM be judged for our Wor4 a^fior ouar 
A<aions. -• 1 

Words^are the £ift niidimo^ natur^'IndicaT 
tionsv of the Temper and Difpofition of |iie 
Mipdj For out ef thefulnefs of the Heart the 
<" ^ • Mouth • 
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Mouth fieaketb ; Over Wprd$1)etray the* Atbeiiin 
and Inndelity^ the liiift and Wantonnefe, Re- 
renge and Malice, and dither evfl PkflSbns, 
whkh are within : Men ard geriekaliy more 
cautious of their A<%ibns than of their Words, 
and they can fpeak their Minds, \Wien they 
cannot ad ; and therefore may' be better 
known by their Words than by their Ac9ions : 
Nay, Words do not only betray what is with- 
in, Ikit Jbew what the 'Heart mon^bottnds with : 
'For out rf the fulftefs^f^ the He4rt, tjie Mouth 
ipeaketh: That Men talkofmoit^ which is moft 
in dieir Thoughts, and wl^Ch they zit moft full 
of j (b full, that the^ cannot open ^eir thouths, 
but it turnout. - '-' • ; 

There are fbme Fools tha^ only lay in dieir 
Hearts> Tbtriis^ 6 ai): 'Such Thoughts as 

• thefe lie lOw<-&nd fecpet> *ate ^ not come to ma- 
turity and ^ife^Anf jtet 'to be talked i but 
when Mien ventureto fly thiif with their Mouths, 
when the^ coinS to bef tidkihg and disputing 
Fook, itis afigh they are Very fuB 'of theie 
Thottgjits, and tidier cfrc Atbeifts, bf' hilve a 

• great^mihd^i>befb. ; • ' ' 

There ard a great mfeiy tafcividtfs "ftranton^, 
who yet are very mbdeft inConydrfadon,! und 
will not offend chaftSairs with their wantotf 
Difcourfe.j but when Men think they can*t be 
Witty no^riifle^nt Cbmpkny, without ^^1^^ 
their Talk With obCsede ^«ft$y and' putting mo- 
deft MatrOAs' and Virgins' to the BlJittb, thw 
have arrived at a great perfeAion of Lewd- 
neG : And do not (uch iMten ' defetvfe to be 

• fu^ed? •*• . ' : r- • K J , \ ':■■ * 
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But befides this, does any thing do more Mif- 
chief in the World^ th^i' Words, as little as* fome 
Men make of them ? Caathere be a greater Con- 
tempt of God^ than for Men to deny his Being, 
to reproach his Providence, to ridicule his Wor- 
flbip ? St. Jude tells us. That the Lord cometb with 
'Ten thcufandof his Saints y'^fo^ execute Vengeance ufm 
ally and to convince all that are Ungodly arnong tiensy 
of all their ungodly Deeds which they have ungodly 
.committ^dynndof all theljiafd S fetches. whkhupgpdly 
S inner shav^ffoh^^ ^ffiinfiMmy Jude 14, 1 f^ v^ 

Does any thing more tend to corrujpt- the 
Minds of Men, than fueji Words, whicKot.PW 
. fi3LySy Mat like k Canker, a Tim. 2. 17., and prey 
upon the yery Vitals of K^eligion .^ ; 

What tends more to corrupt Mens Liye5 than 
lewd and wanton Tjlk^as St. T^ul tells u^ That 
e^il Communication corrupts' good Mankexs.' 

• What makes more Divific^tis in the World, and 

gives greater Difturbance to Neighbourhoods 

and Families and private Perfons, than Slander* 

ing, and Backbiting, and Tale-bearing ? I am " 

fureSt. James tells us, Thgt the Ttnrgt^ «r a littk 

Member y and hoafieth great^ things y Behold hpw great 

a matter a littlo Fire kindkth. And the. Tongueisa 

Fire, a world of iniquity.: Jo is the Tofi^tamong/t 

our me^hprsp that it dffileth the whole Bo^^ Oftd fet^ . 

tetb on fire the Courje of Nature: and it is fit on fire 

ofHellyi]2m.$,6y ^"4 it wordjca^do fo 

much ]Vfi(chief in.the World,' it is very fit that 

GOD ihould'judge us'for them ; and then . it 

is very fit,; that wefhould Jbe yery Qar^fulof oUr 

words. ■ .: 

'.CHAP. 
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CHAP. VH. 

Concerning the Rigbteoufnefs cf the Future 
, Judgment^ and tb^ Rule whereby we /ball 
k Judged. 

ST. Pout tells tis. That God will judge tht 
world in Rigbteaufntfs^ which had been a 
terrible laying, did Ri^teoufnefs always Hgnifie 
ilriA and ievere Juftice | lor who dien could 
be laved ? Btat J^MU^^n fignifies Mercy^ Good-^ 
nefe. Equity, as well as Jufltice ,• ot Juftice 
tempered^ mth Equity and Mercy: Afidwiiat 
the Apoftle adds^ Tnat God will judge die 
World in Righteottlhefs by that Man whom be 
bath ordained i that is^ by Chrift Jeltis^ proves 
chat Ri^bteoufkefs fignifies an eaual> kind* and 
merciful Juuice : For Ghrifl: is a Me^atory 
lUng ^ and a Mediatory Jud^e ; He judges 
^between God and Man i He fets Botinds and 
Meafures to Juftice^ and makes allowances 
for the FoUy and Weaknefles of Humane Na« 
tnre ; and with a Sovereign Authority dif' 
penles not only the Jufiice^ but the Mercies 
of God. 

When God appoints the Great Ifigfi^l^rieft 
and Mediator to be Jud^ of thtf 'Woriff, all 
Mankind may expedf a veiy merciful Jflidge i 
for the High-Prieft and Mediator muft judge 
with Equity and Mercy^ or elfe he does noc 
'maintain his Charafter of Mediator^ when he 
ju(%es I and yet the final Judgment is the con- 
cluding 
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eluding Ad of his Mediatory Kjuigdom, and 
therefore an Ad of his Mediadonl 

We know not certainly how God will deal ' 
with the Heathen World, who never heard of 
Chrift, and never had the Gdpel preached to 
them J but it feems tp look very fiivouraWy oa 
them^ that the Saviour of Mankind, the mer- 
cifol and compaffionate Jefus, is their Judge 
alfo; which promifes all the Mercy that their 
Condition is capable of; and how mudh that 
is, we cannot tell ; for the Saviour of the 
World muft, judge with Mercy and Equity, not 
by the Rules cf fevere and rigorous Juftice : 
Of which more prefently. 

Leaving then the Heathen World to the Mer- 
cies of God, which are over all his Works, it 
more concerns us to enquire by what Rule Chrift 
will judge US3 who have had the GoTpel Preachod 
to US, 

Now in general St. Faul tells us, God will 
judge the Secrets of men by Chrijt Jefu^ accorditf^ 
to my Goffely z Kom. 16* That is, by theGo^ 
pel which I Preach : The Goibel of our Sa- 
viour is the Rule whereby we mall be judged ; 
by which our lives and Adiohs fhall be exa- 
mined; and as the Golpel acquits or con- 
demns any Man, fo he fhall be acquitted or 
condemned at the lafl Judgment. ' So that we 
need not go far t^ know,^ what our Doom AaH 
be, we need not fearch into the Tecret and 
hidden Counfels of God; theGofpel liesopca 
before us , and though we caxmot find our 
Names there^ wemay.read ourSenancej fi» 
God will render to e^ery man according to his deedt* 
To them who by patient comijtuance in well dpifigj 

feek ' . 
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fiek far Glory ^ and flmour^ and Immortatity^ e-^' 
temal Life : but unto them th'at are contentious y 
and do mt obey the Truth^ but obey unrighteoufnefsy 
Indignation and wrath ; Tribulation ^rid anguijh 
upon every foul of man that doth evil^ of the Jeu^ 

firfiy and alfo of the Gentile ; but Glory ^ Honour 
and Veace to evtry man that worketh good^ to the 
Jtwfirft^ and alfo to the Gentiles j for there is no 
refpeSl of Verfoni wi$h Gody 2 Rom: 6^ 7, 8, 9, 
* 10, ir. What this good, and this evil is, the 
Gofoel acquaints us ; and if we do what the 
Gofpd commands, we fhall be acquitted and 
. rewarded ; if we do what it forbids , we 
fhall be condemned* So that we certainly 
know, that all wicked Men, who live in the 
wilful Commiffion of a[ny knoWn Sin, /hall 
be finally condemned : Chrift will aft thaCtDay 
frofefs unto them^ I never knew you^ depart from 
me ye that work iniquity y J Mat. 2 J. Know ye 
not y that the Unrighteom jhall not inherit the 
Kingdom of, God ^ be not deceived^ neither Fornix 
catorsy nor Idolatersy nor Adulterers y nor Effemi- 
nate y nor Abufers of themfelves with Mankind ; 
nor Thievesy nor Covetonsy nor Drunkardsy nor 
Revilersy nor Extortionersy JhaU inherit the King- 
dom of Gody i Cor.(f. 9, 10. But the Righteous 
pall jhine forth like the Suny in the Kingdom af 
their Father. And who thefe Righteous are 
St. John tells us. Little Childrewy let no Man de- 
ceive yoUy he that doth righteoufnefs is righteousy 
even as he is righteom: He that cotpmittetb fin is 
of the Devily for the Devil finnetb from the he- 
ginning; for tbif furfcfe was the Son of God mani- 
fifiedy that he might defiroythe works of the ^De- 
vil* fVhofoever is horn of Gidy doth ^ot commit 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Fame JUDGMEl^ T. \Yf 

Jh 5 for bis Seed remaineth in him, ; and he canhdf 
Jlv^ becaufe he ishornofGody in this the Childref^ 
cf. God are tndtAfeiied^ and the Children of the 
Devil: Wbcfoewr doth not Righteoufhefi, is iwt (f 
God^ neither he that Idufcfh not h'xs Brother^ i Joh. 3/ 
7,8,9, 10. ^ 

. This is very plain, and' fo exprefly taught in 
Scxipture^that every Man may as certainly kfiow* 
^Vhethef heftallbe faved, or dainhed^ at thelaft 
Dayy.as he can know v^^hether he bea Good or 2t 
Bad Man ; whether he doth Righteoufnefs, or . 
ooramits Iniquity* 

But moft Men*arc confiSioTis^to themfelves' 
of fo much wkkednefc, that they 4on't love to: 
hft^i\of thisi for what will become of themV *' 
ifvxehey muft he rewarded or puniflied accord- 
ing t&i their Wqrks ? What difference is there 
bictweon the Law tod the Gofpel , if they- 
niuflrftill be judged according t6 their Works? 
F^krwhat could the Law do more than con- , 
dcmnthevwckedy and reward the good ? But? 
theyJare Sound' imd Orthodox ^eBevers ,• they .. 
bdiev^ in;Gody vf)m jufiifeth the ttngcdiy i thqy 
belieare in Chrift,. an^ truft in him tor Salvati^ 
on ^ and there is no ccndemnaticn ^0 thofe ^ha - 
aie in thfi/f Jefmi riiey expect to to be juftifiedhy ^^ , 
FiAthi to befarved by Qtace^ and l\m ivithoUt the ^ ^^^' '• 
WMuof-thetaoi^ivAn^ what has the Law theft • 
to do to cohdejpjwlhein, wha believe in Ghrifty 
^hov have farisfeed the Law ih Chrift, who _ 

haverfolfillednlie//l4fc iii hhn whd are> tvafii- 
edfrom- theirlfins iiMis Blood, and are'cloath-' 
elLvtith hi^ Righteoufnefs imputed to them ?" 
Thofe who areiiot i« Ghrift muft- indeed be' 
judged- by their Worics^ But all ir^tte Believers^- ..m-^^ ^ 

, .; / • * ^ 

/ I"" I ■ •';■'/ 
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are juftified by their Faith, and faved by 
Grace, 

Now it muft be confeffed, this is very ex-. 
pj:efly taught in Scripture, that we are juftify- 
ed by Faith, and feved by Qrace, and tha^ with- 
out the Works of the Law : Bf the Detds jf tbe 
L>iW thire Jfmll no flt^ h jtifiijied in his fight. 

•^ But ntnv the Rigbttoujhefs of Ged VJitbout ^the 

L^iW.is manifejty i^elng n^itHiffed hj the Law and' 
the Prophets^ ewn the Righucufnefs of God wbkb 

I Rom. JO, «: h faith in Jtfa^ Chrifi Being juftified freefy- 

2i,2ifi^,ify his Gracey through the Redtmftim which is itk 

af- Chrifi Jtfm : whom God hath ftt fcrth to ke^ a ?r<H 

pHi.aion through Faith in bi$ Bloody to declare his 

4 Rom. Right eoufnefs foK the Rcnfijjtoni. of Sins that are p-^/t^ 

through the Farhfzrance of G^d* That Ab^bsm 
; our Father was^ot juftifi^iby Works bbt by 

Faith: Thskt-beiitg jufiifai by. Faith we bane^ 
Pface with God through ^onr jjLdrd^Jtfus Cl»ift» 

5 Rom. I. ^ Grace yoti ftr^ifa'ved i,throftg^[&itky and:that 

not of your filiiesy it is tbe gift, of ^wf ; ^ot ofwerisy 

aEph.«,9.'<?/ tf^J tttan Jhould bo^ * ^Nit by If^erks of 

3 Tit. 5. Righteoufnefs which we ba^vedotse^ ^buY by Grace bath • 

be fawd us by th^ wajhing of Regenerationy andre^ 

. newing oftbeHdy Ghoft. . 

But then it ^s. as plain oft the other hand, 
that God wiU render Jo eveupman according ta bis 

1 Rom. 6. ^^^^^ •* ^^^^ ^^ ^'^fi^ ^^ tfffe^ bjsffretbe Jnagnlsent- 
feat of Chrift'y ttf receive ,tbt Jhings dove in .the 
aCor J ,0 5^<(y, according t^fwbat we ba^zM^dmey whether ilt. 
be good or bad. ,Th^t Chi|#i will tondoim all. 
wicked Chriftians, whatHlr their Faiili *be,> 
Not ^,f very me that fatitb mntomey Lordy Lor4, 
' fltaS enter into the Kingdom yf HeavcHy but be 
that doth tbe will of my Fatb^- which is in UeofoeH. 

Many 
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Many wiU fay unto mt in jbat dayy Lord^ Lordy 7 Mat. ax, 
hayt ive not frcfhefied in ihy N^mcy and in thy ^^» *^' 
IJame cap 'out DiZfilsy and in thy Name done many • 
lixmd^rful Works : and then will I frofefs unto them^ 
I ntver knew youy depart from niey ye that work 
tni^uityJ. 

IXrhat /hall we fay then to this matter ? 
both thefe Propofitions muft be allowed to be^ 
undoubtedly true"; We are jufiifad by Faith^ 
we are fa^vedby Gr^c^^ without the TVorks of the 
Lawy and we ih^ J?e judged according to cht 
^orksy^ and fhaS recei'ue what we ha've dene in this 
bodyy whether good or e^uil. That is, we ^xzjujtified 
by Faithy juftified freely by GracCy through the Re^ 
demption which is in Chrlfi JefuSy and through Faith 
in his Bloody and yet /hall be condemned at the 
laft judgment, ifwe livef wickedly. This is ^ 
matter of very great confequence to be plainly 
ftated^ becaufe a great many Chriftians en- 
eotirag'e themfelVes in fin with vain hopes^ and 
eternally periih by prefumptuou§ Faith and Re- 
liance op Chrift. 

I. 'ii6w m th6 firft place, that whatever nii- 
ftakes,. or mifapprehenfibns Men niay have 
about the Naturfc of Faith and Juftincation^ 
may not endanger their Souls by encouraging 
thenl in Sin, lobferve, that we mull reconcile 
the Dodrine of Juftification by Faith without 
Works, to our being judged by our Works, not 
expound away the JDfoiflnne or ouir being judged 
according to our Works, to reconcile it to our 
Notions' of Juftification by Faith.. And there ar^ 
maiiif6l^ Reafons for this, 

Z ^ I- Be- 
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I. Becaufe it is exprefly taught in Scr^ 
ture^ that we ft all be judged by our Works, a^. 
it is, that we are juftified by Faith, and there- 
fore we muft not oppofe our Juftification by 
Faith, to our being judged by our Works : For 
that is not to expound Scripture, but to con- 
fute one Scripture DoArine by another; to 
prove that we ftall not be judged by' our 
Works, though the Scripture fays we fhall,. 
becaufe the Scripture alfo teaches, thstt we arc 
juftified by Faith without Works. Now if it 
be allowable to rej'eft any Scripture Dodrine^ 
or to confute one Dodrine by another, we 
may with as good reafoh confute them both. 
by each other, and believe neither,* for if they 
can't be reconciled, but we muft deny one, 
our being judged by our Works. does as plainly 
j3rove, that we are not juftified by Faith with- 
out Works, as Juftification by Faith proves, 
that we 'ftall not be judged by our Works: 
We muft diftinguift between expounding and 
reconciling Scripture, and confuting it, and 
• therefore whatever we believe about Juftificati- 
on ly Faith, we: mutt ftill confefs, vfc fhall be 
judged by our Works, , ' ' ' , " . 

Far 2. There is great reafon to exiJounJ 
Juftification by Faith, by our being judged by 
Works • becaufe when" We'are, told in Scp.pture, 
That God ivW render to /fcf according to -out DteJs^ . 
that every man inup recei'ue t1:>e Things, done » 
6: s ^Bodjy according to Ti^h'^t, he hath done^ whe- 
ther it he good or bad. Th*Sfe are plain proper 
ExpreffiOns, without any Figure or MetajAor 
Jh them, and therefore are ;calj^abl^ of : np other 
fenfe, than what the Words at firft yi&w fig^- 
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fie. ' We Ihall receive what wq have done ; if 
we have done good, we fliall be, rewarded ,• if 
we have done evil, we ihall be puni/hed : • 
<[5ood Men fhaH be received into HeaVen ; and ail 
Wicked Men, even wicked Believers, as well as 
wicked Infidels, fhall be call into Hell : this every 
Child uhderftands to be the meaning of thef(^ 
Words, and no other fenfe can be made of them j 
and thei'efore fince this is fo plainly, and fo free- 
qnently taught in Scripture, whatever we believe 
clfe, we Hiuft " bdieVe this, if we believe thp 
Scripture. 

But now when, we read of being juftified 
by Faith without Works, every word is capa- 
ble of very different fenfes, and we know is' 
«pounded very differently by Learned Men, » 
according to the different Hypothefis they in^ 
tend to terve by it : And then we muft confefs^ ^ 
k is not fo certain, what is meant by Juftifi- 
eation by: Faith without Work^, as what is 
meant by being judged according to pur 
Works : At leaft fo much muft be allowed, that 
wenmfl prefer that lenfe of Juftification by 
Faith, which agrees with our being judged by . 
bur Works, before any other Interpretation, 
which contradi<5b or overthrows this plain fenfe 
of a Future Judgment. 

, As for inftance: Some by jufiifyingy underr 
ftand making juft and righteous j that to 
jufiifie the ungodly y is to make a Wicked Maa 

food by the Powei? 5ind Efficacy of Faith ^ 
ut then to juftifie the ungodly without th^ 
WorJcsQf the Law, or to make a wicked Man 
good without gpod. Works, does not found 
Very Weill and therefore others more reafon- 
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ably, and more agrociUy to Scripmr*, lUtidcr^ 
ftand jufiifyifi^ in a forenfick lenfe, for ah- 
folvin^, acquitting, declaring and accountiiig 
Men juft and righteous, and treating th$^ a$ 
fuchj that is, imputing Rigbteoufmfs to thein, 
though in a ftrid and proper fenfe they are 
not inherently righteous: And then this foren- 
fick Juflificaticm jnav either (Tgnifie o^r bein^ 
i^ufiijkd at feapttfn^ when by the Profeffion of our 
-aith in Chriu we are incorporated by Bapdim 
into Chrift's cWch,and are^made the Membei^ 
of his Myftical Body, and have all Qvt Sim 
wa/hed away in his Blood, and come pur^ 
and innocent out of the Laver oi Regenera- 
tion ,• ahd thus the moft ungodly Sinners are 
juftified by Faith in Baptifm, without Wock^ 
or any antecedent Rightcoufnefe of their own i 
or elle this Juftification may be extended ttb the. 
Future Judgment ; that at the laft Day of Ac^ 
count we Thail be juftified, acquitted, abfd-* 
ved, rewarded, by Faith without Works ; buft 
this does not agree very well with our beict^ 
judged, and receiving, according to our 
Works: The Scripture exprefly teaches, that 
we are juftified by Faith without Works, and 
th^t we fhallbe judged by our Works ; but never 
iaith wc Ihall be judged by our Faith ; which, 
fecms to inake a ^reat difference between being. 
juftified, and being judged: .For if we aiP jufti- 
fied without Works, vyi >adged by our Works, 
juftified by Faith without Works, but not judg- 
ed, not acquitted and rewarded by Faith with-^ 
put Works, to bp juftified?, .and to be judged^ 
cannot: fignifie the fame tl^g- ; ^ • 
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Thus when we are (aid to h^jufiified hy 
Faiih^ fome by F^ahh underftand fucha firm • 
and ftedfaft* belief' of the whole Qofpel> of, 
all that concerns the Perfon arid Mediation 6f 
ChrUt, the Exjf>iation of his Bloody his Refur* 
redion from the Dead, andtlntercefliqn for ns 
in Heaven, his Laws, his Promifes, andThreac- 
ningsr, as renews andfancftifiesour Nature, go- 
verns our Lives, conquers the World, fubdues 
the Flcfli'«) the Spirit, and mak^s us truly Divine 
aOmd God-like Creatures, the Sons of uod, ndt 
meerly by external Relation, but by a partici- 
pation of his Nature. 

Now this -Notion of jnJUffmg Faith ^ that we 
fliall l>e juftified by a living, working Faith, is 
very reconcilable with beinj^' judged by oiir 
Works J for if we cannot b*juftified by Faith 
without Works, if n6 Tai'th can; jufiifie, but that 
ifdiich isffuitful in an cood Works, then we may 
be judged by our Woras, fince Holihefs is effeh- 
tial to a juftifyirig Faith. ' . ' 

Gthei^ by a jumfying Faith underftand a if ^. 
liance and Recumbency 'onChrrfiyhr'^Salvation,} a 
reciei'ding and emhraciffg Chrifiy and fowling their 
Sokls en himy as they are pleafed* to cxpreis it j 
which, when taken out of Metaphor , can 
fighifie no more, riian to hope and truft irt 
Chrift, that he will fa ve them, and to be Wil- 
ling to be favedby him' without any^ Works 
and - Righteoufneft df their own. How if the 
bare A<5 of relying on Chrift would jiiftifje axid 
fave Men^ I cannot fee, how fucK^ Believers 
^ould be judged by their Works, thpugh Infi- 
dels may: But this ^»r/«pwi^, Conceit of jufti- "^ 
fyfng Fcaith, is n©; fo plain and certain, as it is 

Z 4 that 
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that we fhaJl be. judged by o^r Wprjcs : vxsi: to 
difpute th^ Point now, tpefeM*^ JWy be i|«i- 
* ftaken ii) their Notion of ji^^ifying ; Faith j 
but there.can.be no di^put^ niyade, wh»t Jthe 
. meaning is of being judged, according. tOiPjir 
Wprfo. . , .;•',; •^'' ; 

Thus when ^e areiaid to .be juftifig^. fey 
Faith, in oppofition to Juftifiication by l^orfcs, 
it is matter of ControverfiCj. what is meant^by 
iVcrks^ Some think, that when W»rksa^-rth 
jjeftedj as contributing nothing to our Jufti^fesft- 
on, the Apoitl^ me^ns onlty -.the Works of t^ 
Ceremonial Law i fuch as Circiirndfion and 53|- 
jcrifices, Wafhings and l^ijrifications, the Ob- 
servation qi, lS}e^y Moons and Sabbaths, c^c* for 
!rlils' was the gf;^at Difpute^t. ?4^l had with the 
'^/Ti^Sj whether. irh^ Obfo'vation of the Mofai^ 
.^1 Law were jnecelE^ry tQyt\\^ Juftificatipn of 
rChriftians j ai^'d in this fecdte the Apoftle wieh 
^pd re^fontafferts our Juflification by Faith 
without Works. We are now juftified by dbe 
jFaith:ofehiifl;,,nptby the^Sites and Ceremo- 
.nies of the Aiofaical Law, 
. ."Others,, and with very gopd reafon tOQj not 
.only rejed the Works of the Cerempnial. fcaw, . 
*.but alfo of thp floral Law, from the JulUfiati- 
,pn of Singers ; Not as if Signers could be jufti- 
fied without good Works; b«f that they are not 
juffified by them,- that is^ th^t no Man is . jufti? 
^(?d by the Merit of his own Works, but by 
IH? Merit and Expiation of the Death of 
* Chriit But though no. Man is juftified or 
faved for the Merit of his Wprks^ yet hcJipav 
be judged aqcording. to his . Works^ Thoi^h 
lip Man lliall be faved by %h^ M^rit of hip ^goo4 

; - Worfe^ 
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Worfcsyiyet no Man fliall be faved without 
Good Works, and wicfced Men ihall be dam- 
ned for .^Ueir Eyil Worksy .which leaves rooqi 
enough fdrmirbefeg: judged according tp our 
Works.- - ' 

SQ'th?.tthoUgh we fee not juflified by Works, 
fautby;Faick3 as St. Paul t^lls us, yet we muft 
be j^dgfed by our Works ; wicked Meij ihail be 
condeinned, for their . wickednels, and' . none 
but good Men fliall: be juflified and faved by 
the ^erits. of Chrift ;: and who are Wicked , 
. andi v^ho^re righteous, fliall at the laft Day be 
judged, :|3^ their WorliM:, ; , 

And indeed, this is piainly confeiredbv 
Jthf)f^ '; who: ^osntend* oief ft -^ealoufly for ' Juft in- 
cgtioBfby^Paithalonfj which makes thi§^ a very ^ 
needl^f^nd JmperqLniSjnt Controverfie ,• as ap- 
;pear$:frQm their way ,of reconciling, St. PW, 
and Sti jy>rw^j* $t. Paul ^feUsius, we are juftified 
by Faith without 'the Works of the La,w ; 
St.^ James tePs M% That hj Works a man is jufii- 
fie Jy and. Hot rh fakb^onijf y ^J^tn. If. To re- 
reconcile thefe two great Apoftles, they tell us. 
That the. Man is juftified by Faith, and his 
Faith is juftified iby Works: Now whether this 
be the true*, way. of reconciling St. Paul and 
St. James y I Jhall not; at prefent difpute, but it 
grants aU that I defire, that notwithftanding 
our being /juftilied hy Faith,, we fliall be judged 
*>y' our WQrJsSj} fojF whett^r a Man or his 
Faith be judged mA iuftified by Works, I think 
is the famip fhingi For if the Man niuft be yxn 
ftified by Faith; and. his Faith juftified by 
^orks, I doubt , the Map cannot be juftified 
^itliQut M99»> .»tdef§M,t%a .bQ jvftlM by 
'<• '•: :. .,.'.... an:- 
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an unjuftified Faith, Before Faith'cafa jnftific. 
the Man^ it muft be fnftificd it felf, and F^ith 
•muft be juftified by Works; and what this 
differs from judging a Bdiever by his Works, 
I cannot tell.. So that, as many Difputes as 
there arc about Juftification bv Faith, we 
X)ught firmly to believe , that we fhall be 
fudged by our Works j for moft of the Noti- 
ons of Juftification by Faith, in oppofition to 
pur Juftification by Works, are veiy reconci- 
lable with this DoArine of bieing judged by our 
Works j and thofe that are not, are tiot-fo plain 
and certain, as it is, thtt we ihall be judged by 
our Works. - 

J. however, fincethisis (b plainljr exprcf- 
led in Scripture, that there is no avoiding it^ 
nor any other poflible fenfe to be made of it, 
whatever our Notions of Juftification be^ it is 
much the fafcft way, to believe and expeA> 
that we fltall be judged according to our 
Works J that if we live wickedly , we iball 
certainly be condemned at that Day; and 
though we fhalibeacguittl^d and finally abfbU 
ved by the Mercies of God, and the Merits 
of Chrift, yet not Without Holittef^, not 
without Gooa works, not withoitt paitaking 
of the Divine Nature,, and beii^^ conformed to 
Chrift our Head. To entertain any ofher 
^ hopes will undo u$ for ^er; forwefliall be 
very ill prepared to giW in accourit cf otir 
lives and Aiftions^ whieiji our Lord comes to 
call us to an Account, if we dan poiTels our 
ielves with fuch Notions '^{Juftification, as 
deliver us from the-Fettrs of Judgment,- if wc 
can perfwadd '<>^ fetves^ itm y*t ftitll^ not be 
* /udge4 
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Judged according to our Works^- but by the 
Merits of Chiiftj that we* /ball not receive ^her 
things done in the Body, whether good or 
evil } but ihall receive the ^urchafe of Chriffs 
Obedience and Righteaulnds without regard to 
our own. 

' Thefe are the dangerous Conclufions, which 
fome Men draw from\heir miftaken Notions, 
of Juftification i and this is the great danger 
of fuch;0ufiakes. Whfle Men acknowledge 
the Grace of God, and die Merits of Chrift 
in the Jafiification of Sinners, and bdieve that 
they fhaiibo judged according to their Works, 
whatever other Diiputes there may be, there 
is no danger ixi them j but if Men by fome un- 
certain Realbnings can perfwade tbonfelves a* 
gainft die cxprdfs Declaradons of Scripture, 
that they ihall not be judged according to their 
Works, duswill make them carelefs of a Holy 
jLife J and then when Chrift comes to Judg- 
ment, hovn Ordiodoip Believers foever they are, 
he .will fay uao them, I kmwy^u n&t^ dtfai^tfr&m 

idlj, put whatever Notions we hare of 
.Grace, nothing is more plairL from the very 
Nature of Things, than thatrie Righteoiifnefs 6i 
the Future Judgment conflfts in judging Men 
recording to their Works ; and therefore, if 
God judge die World in Rlghteoufnefs^ he 
•jptmft judge cyery Man according to his 
Works. 

I^or i^ The Righteou(hefs of the Future 

JudgifientcpnTifk in rewarding Good.Men, and 

PBj^ifiung the ' w^^ked, and in rewarding and 

' * ' ' punilh- 
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' puniibing none elfe : Now there is no otSiit 
diftindion between G€K>d and Bad Men^ but 
what their^Works make : He is a Good Man, 
who does good ; and be is a wicked Man , 
who docs that wMdi is wicked. As St^ jFoA^ 
tells us: LtttU Children^ let no man itceivt yem, 
be that doth Rightecufpeff is righttpm^ even as Be «r. 
rigbfeom; he iblat commtttetb Sin is eftbe Devil^ 
X-Joh: ?.7j8; 

-The Natnre of Righteoufnefe is certain and 
ixnchan|;eable^ andcaitnot alter with Mens O- 
pdnions of iti It is oizr iikenefs and> conformi- 
ty to God, to be lightco^s as He is righteous, 
and therefore is as immutable as the Divine 
Nature i God may chaige our Natures, and 
make a wicked Man holy . by the Power of his 
Qrace, but he cannot xhange the Nature of 
Vertud and Vice, no more than he can change 
his own Nature: He can't make a v(4cked Man 
to be a Saint, while he lives wickedly j nor a 
3aintto be. a wicked Man, whSe^he lives in^ 
the pra<ftice of Holtnefi and Vertiw : The Na^ 
tuie of Good and Evil . ,can't be changed, and 
therefore a good Man cannot be wick^, nor a 
wicked Man good, without changing their 
Natures J and God cannot account a wicked 
Man righteous, nor a righteous JMan wicked, 
Mdthout judging contrary to the Nature of 
Things. 

It would be impoffible for wicked Mep^ did 
they dueiy confider this, to flatter theipfelvesi- 
that God will fo impute the Righteoufneis of 
Chrift tothem, as to accouiit theiti periFcAly 
righteous without any inherent Ri^^i^ohind^ 
of their own, or withopir doing rig^cotifly. 
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For JivJacn- they kaow th«nifclves to be To fer 
from bqing i^^teous, that-tbey are.y^ry wick- • 
tdy why. jfhould theythi^fc, that CJod ,wilt 
|iidge.clf themotherwijfetteif they are? That 
he VJiU call good evil, ^mdrvil good ; light dark^ 
nefsy and darknefs Ugbt^i {wtet hitter^ and bitt& 
fivtet i when heiiimleU* has pronounced a Woe 
againft thofewhodo it, y Ifa. 20. I am fure, a 
Righteous Judgment i$ to judge of things as 
they are^ to judge Good to be Goodj : and Evil 
to be Evil i to judge the Tree by the . Fnuc ; 
that a godtd Tree is that which bringeth fortli 
good Fruit, and an evil Tree which |i>ringeth 
K>ith corrupt Fruit. 

This is Truth and Righteoufnefs in juddng 
of the Natures of Things ^ and Righjteoiiinels 
in judging, as that fignifies rewarding: apd pu- " 
^ifhing, is to reward and , punilh Men accord- 
ing, to their Natures, Qualities arid Defti:ts, to 
r<eward thole, and thofe only, whO)4o..&ch 
things. ^ deferve a Reward , or ^t. leaft as 
make them capable of being rewarded ; and to 
punifii thofe who do luch thin^^^ ^ deferve 
pmii|lun?nt; for to give eyiery Man hi^jQeferts, 
is to judgeitrighteoully, :* 

An this is-vefy pl^iai. and it is as plgin, that 
Righteoufiiefi and Virtue deferve a^ RcTKrard., 
and Vickednels deferves ijo. be punifli^j, and. 
therefore a. juft and 'righteous Judge muft re* 
ward good Men, an^i puni/li the wick^4 • This 
all Mankind agree- in i they havejao ptbec 
Notion of judging righteoufly but this, to re- 
ward the. Good, and to punilh the Wickedv,* 
t)ut to fclefs and profpcr, and reward.thQ:Wick-i' 
' edji and to puniia the good, i^ wichput difputfi 

con- 
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confeflTdd rd be unjwft. Some Men difpnte the 
effenrial dlflferehce between Good and Evil ; 
but all c6nit% char what we call Good, de- 
fenres PraJlc and Rew*rd, and what we call 
Evil deferves Pnniflimertt; arid this DHMn<5ti- 
on between Good and -Evil the Laws of all 
Nations m-Ae ; irid * if this be accounted a 
righteous Judgment aitiori^ Men, if God will 
judge thfd World, and mdge in Righteoufhefs, 
he alfo mutt judge M8rt^ according to their 
Wof ks i unlefs he ineafris- ibmething eHe by 
judging righteoufly, than \k^hat Mankind under- 
lland by it. 

And thus he has every-where declar'd^ he 
will do> as I need not prove to thofe who 
havered the Scripcure. All the Thr eacnings 
both orthe Law and the Gofpd, are againft 
the \vo?kers of Iniquity; all the Womifes are« 
made toHolinefs and Obedience ; and if this be 
the Ride df Righteoulhefi and Jtrflrcc^ it muflr 
be the lliite alfo of a righteous Judgment : for 
to jir<%ang^teoufly, is to jtrdge by the Rule of 
Righteoufnefs. 

Now tf this be a righteous Judgment to' re- 
ward or puni/h Men according to the Good or 
Evil thfey have done, how c^n God Jjtdge the 
World ia R^ghteoufiiels, if he does nbt judge 
Menj^tt^ording eo their Works ? If he mould 
acquit the wicked, and beftow Heaven on 
them i ot condemn any Gbod Man to Hell ? 
For will any Man fay, this is juffi ? And there- 
fore let the Grace of the* Gofpel be What it 
will, if it cannot make a wicked^ Man ri^te- 
ous without doing Righteotrfhefs* it cafl never 
make it juft for God to fave a wicked' and un- " 

godly 
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godjfy Mail. The Grape of God cannor change 
the Natures of Things ; Righteoufnds and Ju- 
ftice IS the fame thing under theGofpel, that 
it was under the Law ; and therefore to judge 
righteoiifly. is the fame thing t(^o, and that al- 
ways did, and always will fignifie to judge 
Men . accxirding to their Works ^ to judge 
thoie righteous Men, who do Righteouin^ls j 
and tholerwicked Men, wlio do Wickednefs ^ 
and ta^ reward the Righteous, andf puniih the 
Wicked 

i2J/yi TheRighteoafnefsof the Future Jtidg- ' ' 
mentconfifts in the equality of it, to deal e- 
qually 6y aibMen^ now there is no other e- 
qus»l Rule of Judgment, butto judigeM^by^ 
their. Works, V for there is ^ nothing elfe for* 
whick all nbankind can be judgdlV m3 if 
fome Mot inrnft be^- jiidged for the Gctod " of 
Bril of their A(ftions, andequal Jufti^ requires ' 
that aUMfen be judged by the ianie Rule, 
Menmuftcitjherbe judged by their Works, or^ ' 
by their Kiobwledge^ or tneir Faith : As for 
Knowledge and Faithy it is^evidcAt that Mi^ns- 
natural' edacities, and the Circumftances of 
their Xires^ and Fortunes:, and Educatibns, 
which are not of their own choofing, and. 
therefore cannot be imputed to them^ make a 
very greats difference. One Maa ha^'natmreilly 
a better underftandii^i> a ^quicker Aj^dhisWfi-' 
on, a:mwe pierdng judgment than afncjili^r • 
orif cbeir natuc^ Ab^iti^ be e^tlal^ y^t ;the 
Circomftahces of their Fortunes^ and Biiica-' 
tkm make a difference: One is better inffiti^-. 
ed, trained up in the Ait^ of Thiftking^ and 
' Reafon- 
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Reafomng^ and Judging, and has leiftlre and 
oppomuiicy to improve his Knowled^ hy 
Study i while another as capable as he, -^'^ ei- 

, iher ill taught, or not taught at all ; or only 
taught the Art of Living in the World by La- 
bour and Indufhy: Tl^t, God nrigHtas i«rell 
judg^ Men for being Rich or Poor, whea their 
Fortune 15 not at their ©wn diipofal; but ow- 
ing to dheir Birth, or to proiperous' .©r;iadverfe - 
Invents. .of Providence, as ix>> judge .Men by the 
different Degrees and Improvements of Know-, 
ledge. 

Thus as for Faith, Tame: oever heard! of Chrift 
at all J or if they did, it was only, under the 
Character of an rlmpoftor,- or of a:FaMe> but 
never had the true Re^fi>ns of Faidi exf^bined 
to th^mj others have been very illinfiruAed in 
the Ffiiithpf Chrift, and never had.oj)portuni- 
ty to retiiiy their Mift^kcs ,• aad yet .as no 
Man is^bQUAd to know, what Nature does not . 
reach, utdefs it be tev^e^ to him j i^no Man . ^ 
is bound to believe, Wlmt i&e has itot '£»rmnch' 
as bearded, nor to teKeve every thing he doos^ 
hear, without fufiicientJEYidence^.nQr to re- 
ceive the true Faith of Chrift, which hb. was 

, never jtaught: Soth^t ftould .God divikife the 
World at the laft Day, .only into Believers and 
Infidels, this would be a ,Yfiry unequal diftdbu- 
idon,,J>ecaufe f;reatpart of the Worii J^ever 
had.thfepaith of Chrift p^ched toiJiemft^ and 
though Infidelity will ijQcJndetan vthqfo.Men, 
who ^have been- ir^rttfteld Ux thft ffafiJi of. 
Chrift, an^ would not believe,, yet 4c I icannot- 
in RjB^on and Juftiee be .imputed to thdcrMea 
whonevei^hpar^of Chlift: :\ ..i^.-k:. . 

But 
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.'But now tht Being and Providence of God, ' 
and. the Differences of Good and Evil^ are 
known to all Mankind ; Nature teaches this, 
and therefore all Mankind are Bcuhd'' to know 
itf, ahd all Mankind may be jiidgj^d'by this 
Rule, whether tjiey know God, aiid. wor/hip. 
hini as God, arid pake. care to do that which is 

food, and to avoiA [ the evil. This account 
t.P/iut gives us of it. For. the Wrath cf .God 
.df' rewaled fiom Heawn againfi all ungodlinefs and 
uhtlghfeoufnejs of mttiy ivho hold the Truth in un^' 
righleoufnefs. ' Becaufi that 'whUb may be known of 
Godismanifefi in them^^ for God hath jhciv^d it unto- 
them. " For the in'vijible Things of God from the 
Creation of the worlds ate clearly fetn^ l^^i^g under'- * 
Jfoodbj the Things that are made^ e^uen ' Ijis eternal 
Tower and Godhead y fo that they ire without ex^ 
cufe. Becaufe that when they knew Gody . they glo^ 
rifled bifn not as God^ .neither were thiinkfuly but 
Ifecanit vain in * their Imaginations y and their 
fbolijh heart was darkneiy i Rom. 18, 19, 20, 21. . 
And the feme Apoftle tells us, That theGeHtiks 
T^bicb barue not the Law; fno ' Divine written 
Law^ do by nature the Things contained in the 
Lav>y tbefe having hcitHe LaWy art a Law unto 
tbef^tlvesy which Jhew the Win-k of the Law writ^ 
tenin thiir Hearts; their Confciences' atfo. bearing 
ivitnefsy and ^t heir Thtugbts the mean while accu-^' 
JIngy or elfe excujing one^ another y 2. Rom. 14.' 

Sp that all Mankind, even Heafheps ,them- 
felves, have a natural Knowledge of GOD, 
and of Good and Evil, and therefore may be 
judged for what they know, and condemned 
by God for ti^anlgreffing thole Laws Of Rightc- 

A a oufnefs 
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oafnefsj for which their own Confciences con* 
dpmn them,, for this leaves them without ex- 
cufe. And if God will judge the Heathens by 
their Works, and condemn them for thote 
fins they commit againft the light of Nature, 
an equal Juftice requires, that ChriftianslhaU 
be judged by their Works, alio : For is it e- 
qual to damn aHeathen for thpfe Sins, which 
a Chriftian may commit and be faved ? Will 
equal and impartial Juftice allow, that when »^ 
Heathen and a Chriftian are equally wicked ,* 
the Chriftian Ihall be faved, and the Heathen 
damped ? fs not this to accept the Perfons d 
, Men in Judgment ? To make a difference be- 
tween the Men, when there is no difference in 
their Anions? And yet the fame Apoftle cells 
us. There h no reffeS of ferfins Tvitb GoJj fgr at 
many as iave finned without Law 5 fialt alfo 
ferifi without Lawy and a^ m^nj as have fimni 
in the LaWy fhall be judged. iy th^ LaWy 2. K.oni« 
II, 12. And that this is the Rule of Judg- 
ment, in the Day when GodJhaS judge the Seirets 
of men bj Jtjus Chrifiy according to the Guiffel^ 
terfe 16. 

There is no other common and genexal 
Rule, wliereby all Mankind can be jud^j 
but onl)r this, to render tQ every Man accord- 
ing to his Works; for there is nothing clfe, for 
wJuch- Me^ muft be judged^ that is CQipmon. 
to all Men, but the natural Knowledge ol!CDd> 
smd the- Differences of GcM)d an^ Evil • Clm- 
ftiai^ indeed know more than the light of 
IliJature taught Heathens, a^d therefoi:e h^tve 
more to account for, than Heathenji pg^^$ 
biutif He^he^ fhaU be. cot^^nme^ for their. 

fins 
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ilm agamft the Light of Nature^ if they fliall 
be jttdgijid according to their Works^ Chrifti* 
lias have more reaion to cxpCift this: For ii 
Gpd be a righteous and impartia} Judge^ he 
cannot condeihit one Sinner for his Sins^ and 
lave another as wicked as; he. The nature of 
Vertue and Vice is the fame in all. Mankind^, 
whether Heathens^ Jews, or Chriftians, and 
deierves m its felf the fame Itewstrds and Pu-s 
liiihtaents : if it be righteous in God to pumft 
the Sins of Heathens, it is righteotis in God to 
|>uiiilh thefame Sins of Chnftians j to render 
to all Men, whoever they be, according to 
their Works j for diis is to dea! e^ifally with 
aUMen. ' 

^dly. I add farther, thdt nothing elfe is* th^ 
proper Objefk of Judgment, but the Goo^ or 
Evil of our A^ons, and therefore if we bei 
Indgedatail, wemuft.be judged for the Good 
or Evil We ha*;e done. 

For does Judg^g fignifie any thing elfe, but 
Eitaitdning what Good or Evil fuch a Man 
hiith done, and rewarding or punifliing him 
jiccbrding to the Good or Evil he has done ? 
And tbereforb a righteotis Jtidge cannot judge 
Men,' cannot reward orpunim them for that, 
tirhich is lidther Good nor Evil. 

Now is there any thin§ Good or Evil, bu£ 
Veittie or Vice? What is Knowledge good 
fory which does not dired and govern our 
Livei? What is Faith good for, which does 
not renew and f^n^fie Us ? Are there not 
very toiowing and believing DeviU ? Does not 
Faith and Knowledge make every fm we com^ 

A&^ mil 
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mit againft Faith, and againftXnbwledge the 
more inexcufable? Does not our SaYtourtell 
XiSyThat he who knows his Mtifiers willy and Jots it 
not, Jhall he beaten with many ftrifes? 

What Merit orVertue is there inaprefuuiptu- 
ous Reliance on Chrift for Salvation, to call him 
Lvrdy LvrJ^ and not to dv, the things whieh he has 
tommandid I ' , . - • 

And can we think then, diat God will re- 
ward us for our Knowledge, or iDur Faith^ and 
overlook all. the Evi!;^ Snd • Irtipurities of our 
X.ives? Will he reward ;Us fpr thatiwhich. de- 
iferves no Reward ? And not punifli us fdr that 
which deferve&PuniJlimem ? Is rhis/ to .judge 
t^e World in Righteoufnefs.? ...:,., 

This is abundantly enough to prove, that 
WB ftauft bf ^iudged according, tof out Works, 
that we rauH receive the? .things done/ in /the 
JBod y, w|iether Good or J^vil/ fmce^ the Righte* 
pufricfs pf thq Future ]Jiidgmexit/'toaktt this 
neceflary. . . ,; * - . 

.%dly.. Let u^ then confidjEyr, how this matter 
may be reconciled, that we are fa ved by Grace, 
*and juflified by Faith in Chrift, andj^t mufl 
be 'judged by our Works,, And this is very 
eafily done,- for we fliall -be judged, by ^our 
Works, according to ,the gracious Term^* of the 
Gofpel. ; v 

'The Faith of Chrift was n^ver intended t6 
give us a libert}^ in fmning,,, or to exQufb usfjcom , 
t^he neceflity of a holy JLife | and .a$ far.g;$ th^ 
neceffit}^ of Holinefs is recoiicilable with the 
Grace of theGofpel, fp far our being judged 
by our Works, is refipiicilablc wii;ht our. being 
■/• fevcd 
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Future judgment: ' %S7 
iaved by Grace j upon the fame Terms, that 
the Golpel protmfes Pardon and Forgivenei^j 
we ftall feepardbn^d at the Day of Judgment; 
whatever the Gofpel promifes to reward, fhall 
be rewarded at the Day of Judgment ^ ^nd 
thus we ^re judged by Grace, and by Works 
too.; This 13 ea^ly underftood by thofc, who 
^know any thing of the Gofpel of Chrift, 
and therefore I ihaU at prefect but juft men- 
tion it. 

The. Gofpel of Ghrift promifes Par(^on of 
fin to true Penitents, who are heartily lorry 
for their fins, abhor themlelves for them, make 
reftitution for the Injuries they have done* to 
Men, bei5 God's t^ardon in the Name and Mor 
diation of Chrilt , and amend their Lives ; 
for Chrift.has made atonement and expiation 
for fuch Sinners j arid therefore at the Day of * 
Judgment, no Man fiiall be condemned for 
fuch fin^as he has heartily repented of and 
reformfed : And this is to be judged by Grace, 
as' w4ll as by o>ir Works ^ for the Law pr^- 
fcrib^s bur Duty, but promifes no' Pardon, no 
not to Peniterits,* this is owing to the Grace of 
G<}ii tkxbiigh the Merits Ind Mediation of . 
CKiift r^But though the Grace of the Gofpel 
pardons- true Penitents, yet tKe fame Gofpel 
threat^ens. eternal damnation againft impenitent 
Sinners. T%e JVratb ^ Go^isre^eaUdjrom Heti*ven iRom.|S. 
ag4ifpft aU unrlghteQufnefs and ungodlinefs of men ^ 
^hd\hold the Trkth in unrighteoufnefs : to them who 
are cmtentlous^ and do not^obey the Truth y but obey * Roni- 'i 
unrighteoufnefs; indignation and wi^athy tribulation^' 
0nd anguijh upon eivery foul df man ' that doth e'vil. 
Arid therefore impenitent vSinnew will be 
'"' Aa 5 judged 
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(adged and ccmdeiqned for thdr lins at tbe 
laft Day by the Mediatonr <^ the CoTenaat 
of Gr2cc, for the Cofpel it felf coodcmiis 
cfacoL 

Thus ri&« Grace rf God^ that hmg^b fahatim^ 
and bath appeared tmtp all men, teaches msy that 
Vtk' ti,^^'^^ ungodlinefs and worl^ i^fit, we ficmU 
i^ lii/e Joberljy and rigbteaujhy and godly in this jfrtr 

fent -world. And therefere^ withont boltnejs 90 
man jhall fee God. Heaven is the B^eward onhr 
of Good Men^ who live in the Exerdfe of au 
Chriftian Graces and Vermes ; and therefore 
Good Menmnft be judged^ muft be rewaided 
according to their Worl^j and yet this is GoA 

S\ Grace: too: For fuch a glorious reward as 
eaven^ is ^bove the Merit of the fnoft per^ 
fed Vcrtue in this World. The.beft Men can- 
^ * not challenge (iich a Reward bom the Jofiice 
of Qod^ and therefore it is owing to G<^pel« 
4ltom-i3. ^^^^? '^b^ ^^ej of Sin is Peatby ha etcrnai 
Life is tbe Gift of God (not the merit and defcn 
of our Works) tbrongb oar Lord J^ms Chrif. 
IBipecially^ when we confider^ tfalt this great 
and perfea Rjeward is bellowed upon a ^era 
imperfea Vatue/ the Obedience of dieb^ 
Men is very defcAive, fiained and fiilHed 
with humane Weaknefles^ IndUpretions^ FoUks^ 
tgnorances^ Miflakes^ indecent Surpr»es of 
Paifion^ or coldnels and flatneS qf Devotion,^ 
and too often interrupted wi^ wilful ^dfcsm- 
dalQus Sins^ fiich as nothing but Grace q^n par^^ 
don^ and therefore much *more nothing but 
Grajlje can reward i And therefore Good Meq 
are judged by GpaiiJe, and rewardedby GraoCj 
fhough accpyjUng their Woi^s, 

: " '\ •' •■' We 
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VTc are all Sinners, we arc all obnoxious td 
the Jttftice of God, would he bp extresim to 
inark;what isdoneamifsj but fince a perfe<a 
Vertue is not to be expeded from Mankind in 
this lapfed ftate, God is pleafed to accept of 
fincerity infiead of perfedion, and through 
the MeritJS of Chrift, and Faith in his Btood^ 
to account turn a righteous Man, who fincerely 
loves and fears him, and obeys his Laws, tho' 
"With the Weakneffes and Infirmities incident 
to Humane Nature. So that our being judged 
by our Works fignifies no more, but that we 
are diftinguifhed by the Good or Evil We* do, 
iilto Good or Bad Men according to the fa-^ 
vourabte allowances of the Gofoel, and then 
Bod Men receive the juft d^fertot their fins, and 
Good \ten receive thofe Rewards, nof which 
they have merited, but which the Grace of God^ 
anatheMknts of Chrift have prepared and pur* 
chafed for them. 

This is a plain account^ how Chriftians 
inaybe judged by their Works, and yet feved 
by Grace, and by Faith in Chrift ^ and the 
Righteouuieis and Equity of the laft Judg» , 
pient Jeems to entitle Heathens themfelves (tho* 
they have no Govenant-Right to.it) to fome 
degrees of this Grace: Fori cannot think, that 
God in judging; the World will deal more H-r 
goroufly and Severely with Heathens, than he 
will with Chriftians j that he will demand moft^ 
where he has given leaft, which is contrary to ' 
our Saviour's Rjwle of Judgment ; And there? ^ , 
fore I cannot but hope, that Ghrift in judging ' 
of their Works will make the f^im? fovburable 
ftllowfio^^s tp ^heqi, which the Qofpel jnake^ 
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to thole who do believe in Chrift ; That is to 
fay, that he will allow of the Repentance of 
a Heathen, if it were fincei'e and hearty,/ an<l 
did refotm his Life, as well as of the Repen- 
tance of a Chriftian ; that he will overlook the 
fame Defect, and Imperfeftions in the good 
Adions of Heathens, who lived Vertuous lives, 
who worlhipped the One true God, and ob- 
ferved the natural Rules of Sobriety, Juftice, 
and Righteoufheis, that he will in the Adiions 
/ of Chriftians. That if any Heathen fhould be 
found equally vertuous with the meaneft Chri* 
ilian, who ihall be finally faved, that Heathen 
at leaft will not be damned ,* and indeed woul4 
feem to have reafon to complain of unequal 
ufage, if he flioulci St. Paul tells us, both 
with T§fpe^ to Jews and Heathens, as well as 
Chriftians, That GoJ wiU judge the Secrets, of men 
h J^fi^ Chrifiy according to the Gofpel. And if the 
Gofpel be the Rule of judging all Mens A<9:ions^ 
they muft be all equally judged with ttfycA to 
the Good or Evil of their Actons, and be judg- 
ed as the Golpel judges. 

I grant, the Heathens had ho proimfe of 
Pardon upon their Repentance, but yet all 
Mankind jbelieved fo well of the Goodnefs and 
Mercy of* God, that they hoped for Pardon up- 
on their Repentance ; thus we find the Ninefuites 
did, and they*hadit; And indeed it was this 
perfwafion, that taught them to pray toGodj 
and to offer Sacrifices, which had been infigcifii- 
cant things^ had they not been perfwaded, that 
God both COUI4 an4 would pardon fin^ wjietj 
Sinners repeiit* ^ ! . '. : - '. ' *. • • ** -^v 
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Nor vhatle the Heathens any Coyenanfj-Title 
to Salvation^ and yet they were generally -pfer- 
fwadedy that Good. Men /hall be rewarded, 
iand the wicked punj/ht in the next World, and 
their Corifciences did either condensua Or ab- 
fol ve, tecrifie or comfort them, as 6urs do ^^s - 
which arQ v(iry vaia hopes^ if there be no Re- 
ward for them, though they fliould obftrve 
the Laws of Vertue. • 

St. P,et<r\tcUs us, what he bad learnt ffo« the 
Cafe of Canie/i«f, a Roman Centurion, but a 
devoutWorlliipperof God, and one who gave ' 
much. Alms: Qf a Truth Iftrceiw that: God isioABs 
no reffeBer tf Ttrfons-yhut in evtry- ¥Fatip%y bel^lS, 
that fearefh him , a^d . worhth I^ightemfnefsy is 
accepted ef; him. ; Whair;does St. Pet^ mean? 
that God. will accept Heathens, whoajtf per- 
i^e^ly innocent and righteous, and nev$r» cpm«- 
mitted-^y f>n? He knew very well there were 
po fuqh Men in the World, jtnuch lefs amcing 
the Heathej^s,* and therefore^ he omft mean, 
that God :Will accept of 9U honeft.fus^jtp 
Worftippeis of Jiim, i jijougk ^guilty p( many 
hum%)tjeJBrHilties,.of Mi^^^ toeveir -they 

be. ' : > ,,... .: >. '. -v. :::.:• >:. : .• / - -. ; 

It is true,. jQio MmV Sins ft»ll ^be forgiven; 
nor his Vertue^ rewarded, but for thcfalke of 
Chrift, who jlS th^ Lamk Jhi^from the ifimd^fPh 

4>n of the Worid^ } for ther^. . is /np other ; Ijlaine 

fivenuntQ M4&; whereby they qm be ;6ved, 
ut oply . the Name of Qhn^ ,• but if all, i who 
fhall be laved from thcrbeginning to the end 
of the Wprl'd^ ihall l^ faved by Chrift, ^s it 
is certain, they muft be, if there be no other 
!fclame whereb^ Men can be faved j ifij to be 
V ' . , , • '^ • • ' , :^ hoped. 
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boped, that many thou&nds will be faTed by 
Chrift at the Dar of Judgment^ who never 
had any explidteltnowledgeo^ Faith in him: 
For thoug^^ I grants God promfiTed a Saviourto 
Mail fai^ediately alter &e Fall, and renewed 
iStS^ ^ronule to Jkrahams and afterwsnrd^ tb 
DaruiJy^anA prellgtired him^ in the Types and 
Sacrifices cjf the Law^ yetRepentatjceaiidFor- 
givenefi oPSins was neyerpublickly Preached 
Uk Ids Name^ tfll he g^ve that Commiffioft to 
the Apples aft^ his Reforre^on from th^ 
Pead. And how little the Jews underftood of 
the Nature or Office of their MefBte^ is reij 
pbon trom th^ Ignofaiice pf Chiiifii own Dil- 
ciples and Apoftles^ who expe^ed^ diat h% 
ihoiddbe ji Tempcml PHnce and SaWouir : and 
ttndetftood (buttle <>f his l>eing a Sacrifice for 
Sin^ or i>f ^tkk being (aved dirough Fiaith kh 
Us Hopd> that ^. 'Peter himfdfOMEi not 
«4tfi any patience heveif his d^^ axid-wfaea 
fewwasputto Deati^^ his Dimples thought d 
dMk great hopei^ and (bxpCjAatiOfft fir^fi ftjia 
nit^y ^SSSippkxased^ dU they &w fam agai^ 
fik^hib'Vim riftil froiHthe^eadi So thatthofe 
Good Men. even among the Jews^ who lived 
before Ptfm> appearing bi the Worlds ^otgh 
fhey )kd the Prdmife^ of the MeO^, yet dQ 
sotfemi to have had any explic^e fcoowledge^ 
whaekind of Saviour the Mefl&s wai tp be^ 
Jior by what nieans he fteuld iave Wj thougQ 
the Typcs> and Figuresi and FrcK^ibs of the 
Law^ reem veiy plain to n^ now^ iince Chrift 
expounded them to I^ I^ifciples^ and th^ to 
«s; and therefore they could not be favea by 
fiieh a Biich in ^^ilft'spoo^ as is now re-r 
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qiikedftipmm^ for t|iey 4i<i Jidt know^ tbat- 
lie was (o favensby tHctQeric and exftjation of 
hisPead^; Aodif thofeGood Men might be 
laved by the Blood of Chrift, iHrho had • np 
luiowledge of his dyi^ for our fms^ «nd thtre^ 
fore no explicate Faith in his Bloody why f»)t 
thofc glfo, Who had never heard of Ghrift , 
if tbey livcd^d, i^ to be capable of Salvaticm ? . 
Foi* f:hat Promife of a Saviour made to Adam 
lomiedi^diy after his Fall^ That the Seed vf 
the Woman jhaddheak tU Serpent* sHtad^Vf 2^ in 
him made to all Mankjiid^ wnodeibead from his 
Lpyns. . 

And though Chtifthas.not been Preached to 
aUAges, nor to all parts of die Worlds yet he 
kthe Judge of siUMen^ and he judges^as Mediae 
twr between GOD andman^ as I ofaferved . before j 
and therefore judgiK all Mankind not by the 
llules of firiift and rigorous Juftice j for that is 
not, the Oflice of t^e Mediator; but by the 
yitvcv and Equity of theGofpeL 

This makes a very &ir Reprdentation of die 
equal Juftice^Rig^eouiheis^ andMerqrofthe 
laft judgment: JtetnoManlhallpeiifkineferly 
for the misfortune of his Birth; that he livea 
before Chrift was Preacb^d to the Wodd^ or 
|n fuch Countries where ChrH!: was never 
preached ; but diough the Go^^el was never 
Pieached to hipi^ yet he ihall be judged by 
Cbfpel-Grace ; zxyi if he were a true Penitent^ 
and a fincere Worlhipper of God, IhaH have 
libert)r to plead his Repentance^ and the fmce* 
pty of his Obedience 5 at the Tribunal of 
phrift, when he oom^es to Ju<kpment; which 
bf (o imdenigblf a Imliwatlon of the 

\ Righteouf- 
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. Righceoufeeisof the Lad^Judgmem^ that were 
there no orfier reaibn for It^ it would imghtily 
incline any Man, who thinks hbnOUi^My of 
Gdd^ to*elievcit. ' * — 

And this will teach all Glariftiansi what 1 
dm fore fomehavc great 'n6ed to be taught, 
that the benefit they receive by the Kiiowiedge 
and Faith cff Chrift, is not to be faved ^^on 
eafier terms than the teft ^ ©f the "WSorld :j for 
it will appear at the >Dav of Judgmeiit, that 
a great deal more is expeded from them, than 
from ignorant Heathens j \mt the* true, benefit 
of having the Gofpel Preached to them is, that 
Aey are more i)crfe(9iy inftruAcd in the Will 
of God, and the means of Salvation ; have 
more exprefs Revelations of the Rewards and 
Pani/hments of the next Life; have more ex- 
pfefs Promifes of Pardon and Forgiveneft; are 
delivered from the Cheats and Impoftares of 
evil Spirits, and have the powerful Affiftances 
of the Divine Grace j that is, all the Helps, 
Advantages, £ncqura&;emencs, : and Oblkati- 
ons, Jto iniprove^ in Cnriftiah Graces and V eiv 
tues, to avoid the thf eatixcd iMiferies> and 'to 
obtain the g^opous Re'watds of the riext. Life ; 
this is an ^ineftimable: advantage, wdnch we 
Chriftiahs enjoy above Jews ox Heathens, 
-which, if we improve wel^ we cannot fidl of 
being happy for ever ji we may by diHgeace^ 
and caution make our: Calling, and l^eiS^ioh 
fure^ thefe great advantages die Heathen 
Worid wanted, and therefore were 0Vta--r\iu 
with Idolatry, and' all, manner of Wickedncis, 
and feldomi&wany great' Examples erf" Yercue 
tofhame them, or tca<;h';.them: becfenJ TJms 
'•••1 . is 
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is a gjreat 'difference God: has put between us 
and the Heathen World :.a|id we need not en- 
vythem as favourable a Judgment, as we hope 
to hive our felves ; for certainly they want it * 
more ; and therefore it becomes the righteous 
and 'merciful Judge of the World to give it 
them. : 

Thus we fee in general by whiat Rule we 
lliall be judgedi ahdthc Righteoufnels of fuch 
a Judgment j but there^ are feme tilings, 
which thcmgh they have Been briefly mention- 
ed before, ^eferve k more particular Confide- 
ration. • \ ^ V 

A^i. /Though' we flidll' be judged for all 
thcGecid or Evil we have done, yet^our Savi- 
our iri defcribing the Prbccifs of thfelaft Jtidg^ 
mcftt,*'makts no'ihtfndbfa 6f any tlilpg, but' . 
A<fts of Charity: 2^ Mat. 34, &c. Whenf he 
ihall have fefaratedthe Sheep fiom the Goat s^ and 
fet tbi^ Sbeif^bn his right iaha^ and' the OoBtsm hu 
left :' thenjhdUfhe Kin0^ ' fay" unto themSn his right 
hakdy Qme ye ^blejfed' of -yhy Father ^ inherit the 
Ki^tddfh f^efafed for .ym from tbh beginning of the 
V>vrtd^' Fof I ibas an htmgredy and 'fe ga^t me 
rneat:^ l^ds thirfijf^ am yt- ga^e me drink: 
I it/as a ^firdngevy and yt ' took . me m ; naked > 
and ye doathed me ♦: Iwusfidk^ and yt wfited me •: 
IwifS^ infrifon^ 4md ye Konk unto me. Then Jhatt 
the RigBteous anfwer him^ f^yi^g • Lord , when 
faw %^£theeanimnmd,*andfedthe^j'0r thirfiy^ 
and govt thee drhk; or 'when Jaii) w^ thee ficky 
or in, frifoHy and came ufifo thee ? Akd the * King 
Jhail anfwer' and fay untd thim : VeriVftfiy unto 
youy .inafmmb as ye bav^ done it to otfe iffbe leafi 
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ffthefe my Bi^rm^je iaw imi it linta iMf; 
Jben JhaB be fnf alfi unto them m thi left hanJ^ 
Ikf^rtftfrn mt j» cmfeJ into iverlafiting frty fre-* 
fandfinr tte Devil attd bis 4fig^Si For t li^as 
4» bimptd^ dtnd jt gne me no meat ^ I VHiS 
tbirfy^ antkjfinnfe mono drink i titas a firanf 
gery and je took me not in j nakedy and ye claatb^ 
od menoti fieify ^ infrifmi and je^fited me 
not. 7%en fiatt thf dfo ^vfer bi^i fi^i^ ^ 
Lord, wbm fi^ H^ tbee m bungre^y or a tbirfi^ 
or a firoHger^ ortkikeds otjcky or irt frifon^ and 
did not minifierimto tbeef Tben^ fbaU be anfvfer 
tbem, faying i Verily I fay itltto yon, inafmncb m 
you did it not to one of the Uafiof tbefe, yon did it 
not to me. "Fhtt is (a fetnar koble ft diffi^ftficej 
whidv Q&r SsMriolir mflkesibetweenChatiey^ atid 
all c^er Gracesj that k conoenis us to taike no- 
tice of ttj aod toenquiro what ^e meaning o^ 
it ist 

X. Now in the firft pbce^ there is no dotibc^ 
hut our Saviour's intention In this wa$ treiy 
{jioweffiilly (o reconunend (tU Ads of Charity 
tpus^ iince Heaven is the peculiar Rewatrdca. 
Charity ; and to make us as much afraid of 
all Uncharitableneis^ as we are of toy otfaer^ 
.the nxoft enormous and flagitious Crimes^^&tce 
t7ncharitablenels wfll damn Us^. ihough wcf 
were guilty (if that w^re pofltble)of noother 
fin. 

And there is great reaibn to enforce th& 
Hunr on us^ bd^aufefew Men havefo ereatst 
fenle of the Neceffity andOUigulcms of Cha* 
tky^ as diey hanre ^IAsmX Honefiy and /u<- 
fiice. All mankind hav» a neural fenle of 
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the ^fiMit evil of Rapine, and Injuftfce, afiA 
Murder J to defraud Men of their Eftates, or 
to take them by force and yiolenoe, to opprei^ 
the Poor, the Fatherlefi, and thelXTidow, or 
tp murder the Innocent j^ their Confciencqs 
terrifie^ and fcare them with (uch guilt ; but. 
they- have hut little fenffr of the Obligations, 
to Charity, and of the great fin and danger 
of Uncharitableneis ; they can fee Men hon-* 
gry, and thirfly, and naked, and fick, and in^ 
pnfon, without minillringto them J and thou^ 
they will acknowledge fuch Ads of Charity to 
be venr good and oommwdable, vet charge 
then^lelve$ with no milt for neglediii|;; them ^ 
3at if tiQt^ fhall be i^ved at the laft: Day, but 
the kind and the charitable ; it we .mall be 
condemne4.at the lail Day, to that everlaiting, 
Fire prepared for the Deiviland his Angels, for 
doing no good, though we fhould do no o^her 
evil as wp certainly fliall, if our Saviour gives 
us a trji^; Account of die Procels of the lafl; 
Judcmem J this, if, any thing will make Men 
ienmi^e^ hpW necellaiy it is to do all the C^ood 
they caw,; as neceffaiy as it is to go toHeaveh j 
tliat they/may aslafelv, with refped toajfiother 
World, ioh and fieaf, and cheat, and, opprefs, 
as not relieve the Wants of the Pobr^ as' far 
a? fphjciftwn Prudence and Charity dirpftsi for 
they ihaU bedsunnfidifQr this^ as well as for thv 
gre^^illnjuftice.: ; / - 

^ J/ju Our Saviour hereby fie^nifiw, that tms 
J>iyine.jCJharity is . rf^e perte^pit jof ^ali other 
Cfm^^ Graces and Vertues, an4, cprnprc- 
liends them all; fof it is c(;rtain> that no liiaq 

Ihall 
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fhall befaved wichofit an Univerfal Righteout- 
nefsy and yet our Savioiir enquires only after 
Charity, as the only mark and criterion of an 
Uriivef fa! Righteoumefs I for where that is in 
Sincerity, there is a combination of all other 
Grapes. Our Saviour tells us^ that the Ldve of 
GOD and Men^ is the Sum of tlie whole; Law 
and the Prophets, 22 Mat. 56, 57^ j8^ jjRi 40. 
And St. Ptf«/ tells us. He that'lovetb another ^ batb 
fulfilled the Latv-^. — Love wbrketh no ill to his 
Neigh kouvy therefore Love tf the fulfilling of tbt LaWy^ 
ijRom. 8, 9,10.^ 

'He that . loves his Neighbour will do him no 
hurt, but will do hkn all the good He. can. 
And this Divine Love, of Men, refults .from 
the Love of G Q D, ;v;rh6fe Creattirfe^^ they 
are, and wjhofe image they, bear, ' irid ' thei^ 
fore includes the Love df 'G O D as its caule ; 
for there is no other /Principle of Uhiverial 
Lovearid Charity, though of particular Ftiend- 
fhips there 'is^: And. therelfore St. .j^(>A^ 'makes 
this theTri.^1 of our Loy(ito God : if a map fajy- 
IloveGpdy and hatepB his Brother^ he fs i^ Lyar : 
for he that loveth notihi/Brdthery whom he! bath 
feeny how qan be love GSdy 'v>hom bis bath fictjien ? 
and tbis^ Cornmandment ' bave. We from . bif^y that 
he who lik/etbGody lo^etb bis' Brother alfjiyXjQhxi 
4. 26, 2 1. Thus much, is certain froti^ this 
Text, that no Man loves God> who cloes hot 
love hfs Brother: And I believe, th'ei^ never 
was an inftance of true Univerfal Chajcity with- 
outthc Love of God : But' not to iiiaice a diC* 
putc of thgt ffmce Huniaiiity, and G|^ewiej&j 
and Generpfity of mind will in ibih^'Menj 
very pearly reiemWe, and counterfeit aii Uni- 
verfal 
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rerfal Charity) the Charity our Sflyjour fpeaks 
of, 15, this Divine Charity which wws from 
the. love of God a^id Ghrilt, when we love Mefa 
for God's fake,, and Chriftians as the Members, 
3ndthe Brethren of Chrift i and therefore he ac- 
counts all the kindnefs fliewn to them for his lake, 
as done to himfelf ; Jnafmuch as ye ha've done it tQ 
one of the kafiof thefe niy Brethren^ ye have done it 

. Tius Divine Charity contains the Exercife 
of aU other Chriftian Graces j where this is, no 
other Grace is wanting,* it is the Univerfal Ha- 
bit of, Grace, the very Nature of God, for 
Gpd^ ii^ Ijywey and be that dwelletb in Lov§ dweU' 
letb'in Gcd^ and God in him^ i John 4. 7, 8, 9^ 
j[p, II, 12. 

, ^ui; on thepther handi an uopharitable Man 
can have no good in him, and he h^s. the Seeds 
and Principles of all Evil Uncbaritablenefs is 
ovving to Self-love, and to the Love of this 
World ,• and where thefe two are, there can 
be no good, but there may be all the Wickednefs 
thgt humane Nature is capable of 

So that this bdngs^the Matter to a fhort iflue 
attlie I>ay of Ju(^pient, as our Saviour has 
here reprefented it ; In order to our final 
DoQ^n and Sentence, there needs- but this one 
€nquMy> whether >ye were charitable or un- 
charitable; for a Man'who is poifeiTed with 
this true Divine Charity, has all Chriftian 
Graces; a Man who has not this. Divine Prin- 
ciple, h£^ no good ia him, and that is enough 
tQdamn him, without ;«nquiring what evil nc 
has done. , 

• [. Bb It 
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It concerns us all ferioufly to confider this ; 
for if all uncharitable Men (hall certainly be 
damned. Charity is the oiily certain mark ^ 
whereby we can judge of our future flate ; 
whatever other good Qualities we feem to 
hirve, if we be not charitable, tjiere is no- 
thing good in us, nothing that God will ac- 
cept orreward ; we fhall be condemn'd to the 
Fire prepared for the Devil and his Ane;els,with 
all our other glittering and counterfeit Vertues ; 
but if to. our other Vertues we add an uiiiver* 
^ Charity, we may then joyfully and fecurely 
'expert to hear from our Lord, when he comes 
to Judgment, Come yt hUjftd of mj^ Father ^ in- 
berit the Kingdom frefared for jdu from the foun-- 
dation of the world. I fay, if to our Other Ver- 
mes we add Charity : For if we live in any- 
wilful Sin, how liberal and bountiful foever we 
are to the Poor, this is 4i6t Charity. St. Paul 
fuppofes. That Men ttiky give their bodies to he 
humty and all their goods to feed the Poof, v^ith- 
mt Charity y i Cor. 1 5 .'4. And though our Sa- 
viour only mentions the external* Ads of Cha- 
rity, in feeding the Hungry, and cloathing the 
Naked, and vUiting the Sick, and the Prifo- 
nets, betfaule he will not allow of the pretence 
of Charity, without charicabte AAions, yet he 
fuppofes, that thefe charitable Anions flow 
from a true Principle of iDivihe Charity> from 
the Love o? God and Men | which it is certain 
thole Men have not, who allow themfelves in 
^any Wickednefs. And- therefore the plain 
^te of the C^fe*is this : Whatever other Ver- 
tues we pretend to without Charity, will avail 
us nothing at the Day of Judgment ; for the 

un- 
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tthchtiitable Man fhaU certainly be condemn^ 
ed, thoiigh he were guilty of no other Grime ^ 
that how charitable foevcr we are tothe Poor 
in all the external Afts and Eipreffions of Cha- 
rity, this will avail us nothing, tinlefs wedili 
charge ill the other Duties and Offices of Religi- 
on J becaufe where there is not ah univerfal re- 
gard to the Divine Laws, -^here are charitable 
Addons without this Divine JPrinciple of Chari^ 
ty i but jvhen Men have a refoeS to all the Laws 
of God, and exefcife themielves ui all the A<^ 
of Kindnefi and Charity tO Men, they unite the 
Principle tnd Pradice, and have that Divine 
Charity,- which our Lord will reward with -the' 
Kingdom of Heaven^ 

%dly. This is a manifeft proof, that the Re- - 
wards of Good Men at the Day of Judgment, 
are wholly owing to the Grace of God through 
our Lord Tefiis Chrifi, which confirms what 1 
have alreidy difcourfed, thic we arc judged by 
Grace, as well as by our Works. 

Chiift has made atonement ixiA expidtion 
for otif Sins ,• he has reconciled us to God by, 
his Death, and that puts us into a capacity oif 
Happinefs i biit^the reafon our Saviout gives* 
why he adjudges good Men to the KingdoM. 
df Heiven, proves?, that the Reward is oi 
Grace, not of' Debt; The only reafon he af^ 
iigns, is the kindnefs they have fhewn to him- 
f(3f r When I 'u)as an bbngreJy jt fed me i when 1 
iifof tbirfifd )t ^a^e hie drink j when twitinaked^ 
ff€ thatbed the f ^hm I 'iv'as jick; ye ^ifited tne i \ 
When t Jiidi Hiffifmi je iam wiii mi 
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I. Now in the firft place, it is great Kind- 
nefs and .Grace to Man, that he ihould reckon 
all A£ts of Jiindnefs done to Men, done to him- 
fel£ That glorious Being, who needs nothing 
that we can do for him ,• from whom we re- 
ceive the Power and Ability of doing any 
kindnelsj and yet, buifmuch asyeba'vtAfff^e-itto 
cm.of the leaft of thefe my Bntbrmy ye haru^ dineit 
unto me. 

zjiy. And therefore he heftows Heaven up- 
on^ them, AS. a Reward; of their kindneft to 
Jiimfelf ,-. now we all kjnow the diffeKince be- 
tween rewarding YiitxdncSks , and laying 
Debts, or rewarding Men according to their 
Deferts. 

In cewaxding KindnelTes^ we * rQWffrd "their 

J^ove, jiot their Works j we don't lOcaSfider 

what the Adual Service was, whether fmallcwr 

great, btit what the, kindnefs and affejifttoh was 

that did ic : If the kindnefs and a£fe<^n was 

great, which would have done greater things 

if it could, the aife^^on is valued and fe^drd- 

cd, thoughnotthe work, as our • Saviour tells 

^us. That wbve<ver jhaUgivei to drink unto one ^tbefe 

Jittle ones, a. Cap of cold tvater^ only^ in the Name of a 

DifcipUj larily I fay unto you^ hejhall in no. i^ifelofe 

bis reward y 10 Mat, 42. And the Apoftlet^Usus, 

aCoir.S.ia. That Tuhere tbere is a willing mind^ it is accffftod ac- 

cordif^ to^ivb'at a man hatb, not according to wjkat be 

^hatbnot.'. Butftillit is Grace which vftlues »nd 

rewards the AiFecaion, which is not,<:onfide^ 

^at all in making a Bargain, which isjfe inuch 

work, for fo much pay- 

And 
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And therefore in rewarding kindneffes, we 
have no regard to proportions, as we have in 
paying Debts^ or rewarding Services. If we *. 
pay what: we owe, that Js all that Juftice re- 
quires I if we pay a Labourer according to 
our Contraft with him, or according to the 
common Eftimatian of' hi^ Labour, this is all 
that is expeded ; but there is no Rule, no 
Prcfpprtion in rewarding ' Kindneffcs ; where 
Men do not traffick for KindneiTes (which is 
juftly thought the.nloil fqrdid Spirit in the 
World) the leaft external expreffion of kind- 
ne(s we can fhew, niay have the greateft Re.^ 
turn, and no Man blames prodigality, or excefs' 
in fiich returns. » 

Aftd thus it is here, our Saviour rewards our 
Kindnefii, not our Work, and that makes-fuch 
a vaft disproportion between the Work and the 
Reward, betweeri fome few adfe of kindncft 
done tO'. Men, and the ieternal Glories of th^ 
JCingdom of God. No Works we can ioy 
can deferve fuch a Reward / but when Ghrift 
rewards. our Kindnpfs,. not our Works, th? Re- 
warct muft bear proportion to his own Grace, 
not tOk our Deferts j he- may reward as iiber 
ralJy asrhe pleafes, for when the Reward is 
oif Grace , not of Debt , no Ileward can 
be too great for infinite Grace to bellow, 
though it may be too' gicat for our works to 
defervQ. Oi 

But this ftill ccmyinces us, that Heaven can^ • 
not be the Merit oif our works, but the Re- 
ward of our Charity. ; works have a Hinted 
Meriti and the bell K&iov^ we can . da, caftr 
pot merit Heaven, Cbut Grace may reward 
r ''-'■ ''^'-l^hi ^^' '^ ChariQ^, , 
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Charity ks it plcafes, and nothing but Charf^ 
ty hasanyXitle to the Rewards erf Grace,- which 
* juilifies pur Saviour's account of the Futurp 
Judgment, which affigns no other reafon ot 
t)eftowing Heaven upon Good Men, but only 
their Charity j for Works bear no proportion, 
to fuch a Reward, and Grace can reward no- 
thing but Ciharity ,• all our AAs of Kindneis 
to Men, out of Love to God, gnd our Saviour 
Chrift, All the Expreffions of our Love to 
God, and our Saviour Chrift, may be reward- 
ed by Grace, as we reward the KindneiTes 
whicn are (hewn to us, without regard to the 
Merit of the Work, but* We tnuft do fomething 
to reconcile the Love and Favour^^|£od to 
iis, before we can expeft the'^^^nk of 
Grace; and there is no other way,- if r%ay 
fo fpeak, of oblidne God, but by doing good 
to Men for God^ feke. This I take to be a 
very reafonable account of tKe great Rewards 
of Good Men, fo vaftly difproportio^ed . to 
their Work?, and very agreeable to our* Sa- 
viour's account of the Future Judgiherit, that 
V**pod rewards our Love and Charity, not our 
Works, which makes the Re>yard not of Debt^ 
but of Grace, whicK has no px^opordon but 
what Grtce, the infinite love and Goodnefs 
of GOD will give it, which lays all manner 
of Obligations on us to be very charitable ,• for 
if we would be rewarded by C^ce, if we would 
be rewauded for Kindnefles, we muft fhe w kind^ 
nefi. ' 

^hly. Our Sayiour s Account of the Future 
Judgement with reference xo the final Sentence 

■' ' ^ . ' ' • of 
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of uncharitable Meni juftifies the Righteour- 
nefi of it to aU Mankind. For how can Sin- 
ners .be favcd , but by Grace ? And what ; 
Title have thofeto Grac^ and Mefpy who will 
ihewnone? -^ 

, Is there any thing in the World more hate- 
ful to Mankind, or which all Men think more 
deferves Puniflancnt, than 111 Nature? And if 
God damn Men only for their 111 Nature, will 
not all Mankind juftifie the Righteoufiieft of 
his Judgments ? Will fiich Men find any ApOf^ 
logifts ?* Nay, can they apologize for them- 
felves ? And what is Uncharitablenefs but 111 
Nature ? What Cruelty and Barbarity is it to 
lee Men want Food and Cloaths, and all the 
Ne^iTaries of Life, (when we are fatisfied their 
Wants aire real, not counterfeit, nor to indulge 
their Idlenefs and Luxury) and not relieve them ? 
If nothing but 111 Nature fhall be damned, no- 
thing but 111 Nature can coniplain of God ; and 
there is no fcandal in that. 

But we mull confider Mankind as Sinners, 
obnoxious to the Judgments of God, who muft 
be pardoned, before they are rewarded ; now 
when, bothi the Pardon and the Reward is 
wholly of Grace and Mercv , has that Man 
any Title to either, who will Ihew no Mercy ? 
h it reafonable to exped, that God in nicer 
Grace and Kindnelsfliould beftow Heaven upon 
^hat Man, who will not give a Morfel of 
Bread, nor a Cup of Drink to the Poor and 
Neceffitous for God's fake ? Do Men deal thus 
with one another ? Do we think that Man 
defefves any Kindneft, who will fhew none ? 
^^ \}^ fhoulcj b? f94 ^nd cloathfid, .whea he) 

^^ i is 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



17^ A Tragical Difccurfe cencermng 

U in want^ who would tiever feed and dorath 
others ? TThat he /hould be forgiyen^ who 
would never forgive? 

Unlefe Sinners be favdji by Grace, they can 
never be faved ; for it is'^race muft forgive 
thole fins, which Juftice would puni/L It is 
Grace which muft beftow Heaven on us, which 
is a Reward too big for our beft works to do^ 
ferve, and therefore too big for Juftice to give; 
If our fins be not pardoned,, we muft fink in^ 
Hell ; and if we have no Title to the Grace df 
God, which alone can forgive fins, they can 
never be pardoned ,• and this gives a plain ac- 
count, how Uncharitablenefs muft neceffarily 
damn us,- for an Uncharitable Man has na 
Right tQ the Grace of God j Innocence may 
challenge Impunity , and meritorious works 
may challenge a Reward, but nothing but. Kind- 
nels can challenge Kindneis ,• and as a Sinner 
cannot merit Heaven, fo an unmerciful and 
uncharitable Man does not deferve to have ic 
given him ,• and if Heaven be not given him, he 
can never have it ; if his Sins be not pardoned 
by Grace, Juftice muft lay hold on him, and 
lenience him to everlafting Fire prepared fof 
the Devil and his Angels;. . 

This Is agreeable to the. Reafon of Man^ 
kmdy it is what^U Men approve, what all Meti 
juftifie } when it fiiall appear at the laft Day, 
that though cither fins have . deferved Hell, 
yet it is only our uncharitablenefs that hinders 
our Pardon, and brings the Sentence of Con- 
demnadoix on^us, all mouths will be ftoppeA 
before God, Sinners th^emfclves muft conrcfl 
the Righte^Aifnefeof it ,• their dwnCpnfcieaces 

muft 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Future JUDiS ME NT. ^^jfv 

muft ttW them, that \ they have defefved tto 
Mercys becaiife they have ihewh none • and 
theretore we 4ind in dve accoiillc cxur Saviour 
gives IIS 6f it^ that when he condemned thefe 
uncharitable Men to HcUj, they made no ex- 
ception agaiirii the Righfcotifnels of the Sen- 
tence i but only deny the Fa<5k. LarJ^ -^htn 
fa'iv we thee hungry y or tbirfiy^ or nakeJ^ or JtcK 
orinfrifoHj and did not minifter unto thee? T:h(^ 
Mercy and Compaffion, and Forgivenefs be- 
comes tfceGod of Love, yet it does not unbe- 
come tove it felf, infinite Love, to condemn 
Ill-nature to everlafting Firej and there is no- 
thing elfe, which eternal and infinite Love will 
finally condemn and puniik 
' And this gives a plain account, why For- 
givenefs of Sins is promifed to no other parti- 
cular Grace and Vertue, but to Mercy and 
Charity : Blejfed are tie fntrcifuly for they Jhall 
obtain mercyy y Mat, 7. And the Pfalmift telk 
us, That v>itb the ' merc^uly God will fliev/ him- * 
ftif metcifuly hut with the^reward he will fhev^ 
himfelf frowardy 18 Pfal if, l6i Our Savidut 
has taught us to pray for fo^givenefe, upon-th# 
Condition of our forgiving thofe whotrefpafs 
againftuJ; Forifye firgi^e men theit trefpafes^ 
your bea'Venly Father 'Of ill fotgitfe jou j ^hui if ye 
forgi've not tnen their "t^ff off e'Sy ftiithei^ will yout 
Father fot^'ue your trtjfafiesy 6 Mat. 14, 15;. 
Which our Saviour reprefems at large in the 
Parable of the King, wlio called his Servants 
to an account, and finding one , who ought . 
him Ten thbufand Talents, and had nothing 
to pay, he commands him, and his Wife and 
Children to hi fold, andpayment to be made; 
^ , but 
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but upon his eameft Importunity forgave him 
the Debt ; this Senrant meets his FeUow Ser^ 
rant who ought him an hundred Pence^ and 
caft him into Prilbn^ which his Ix>rd hearing 
of, revokes his Pardon, and delivers him to 
the Tormentors, till he fliould pay all that was 
due unto him. So UAewifiy faith our S^viour^ 
paU my bedfuenlj Father Jo alfo wtto youy if yc 
from yonr hearts f&rgi've not every one ha brother 
their treffajfesy i8 Mat. a 3, &c. Thus St. Vetet 
tells us. That Charity y all ads of kindnefs 
Jhewn to Men, co^ereth a nmltituie offinsy I Pet, 
4. 8- And the Prophet Daniel advifes NebucbaJ^ 
^exasry to hreak of bis fins by rigbteoufntfsj and 
his iniquities by jewing, nurcy to the foor. Hea-r 
veti it fdf IS promifed to h&s of Charity : 
Gi'vOy and it JhaB be given unto you , good mea-- 
fwe, frejfed down, and fbahen together^ and rsm^ 
ning ovety JhaB men give into yotff b'ojom : for 
with tiff fame* meafure that ye mett* withal y it 
'JhaB be meafured unto you agaiuy 6 Luke 28. 
. which plainly fignifi$$ the Rewards of the 
ne^ Life. This is to .lay up treafures in Hea-^ 
«wi, 6 M^t. ao. To make to our [elves friend^ of 
the mammon of unrighteouJheJ}y that Tufienwefail, 
thej may receive us into everlafiing habitations ^ 
x6 Luke 9. As^our Sjiviour tells ^he rich 
young Man, if he would fell all he had, and 

gVe to the Poor, he fhould have Treaftre in 
eaven, i$Mat.zf, What is tho megningof 
this ? Does the Golpel pjpe^ch Merit toys ? ^\x& 
we merit forgivene^ by forgiving J Muft we 

JmrchaieHeaven with onr Money T Every bpdy 
ees, that this can benoPurchafe^ becaufetherq 

15 m propQrtiQn. Jn tfe? . v^l^^ i ;5ut. thougi^ 
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Charity connot merit our* Pardon; ^k it de- 
ferves fome favo\ir to* be fhewri. it^ and God 
will be merciful to thofe who^ftiew mercy j 
though our Alms afld Works of Charity can- 
not merit Heaveii^* yet;,tMfty make us Friends, 
as our Saviour fpeaks / and fuch Friends as will 
receive us inta eyelafting Habitations, They 
will make Godfeand Chrift our Friend, who will 
beftow Heaveo on us^ not as the Merit of our 
Works, but 0Ut'of Grace and Favour, which 
fuch Ads of Charity deferve. 

This is a plain' account, why our Saviour in 
the laft Judgment^ takes notice of no other 
l^brks, but? Ads of Charity, and fhews us, 
ij^^w we may be judged T>y our Works^ and 
pardoned and rewarded by Grace ,' and if 
this will not convince us of the necefEty of 
Charity, it is in vain to urg;e any other Argu-r 
ments. 

iJfyy Another Rule, and that a very righte- 
ous Rule of Judgment, is, that God will judge 
us according to our Receipts, as our Siaviour 
cxprefly tells us : To whomfomer much is givm^ 
of them jhaU much be required j and to whom Men 
have committed much^ (f him they 'mil ask the 
mafey 12 Luke 48, As for the Righteoufnefi 
and Equity of this, our Saviour appeals to the 
Pradice of Mankind ; they think it very rea- 
fonablc to ask the more of him, to whom they 
havie committed much. And we have no rea- 
fon to complain of God^ if he deals with us, as 
we think is juit and reafon^ble tp deal with one 
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Thcrtf is^no need to prove the Righfeoof- 
nefe of this* Rule, which all Men own and 
confefs j bnt the confequence of it defecves to 
beconfidcredby Chjiftians, .who have received 
(b much more froHt God, ^an the reft of 
Mankind have done ; for by this Rule at the 
Day of Judgment more will be^re^uired of us^ 
than of the reft of the World, asafrc have receive 
cd more. 

Very few Chriftians feem to; think of .this, 
they pity the reft of the World, who, they 
fay, are under the Law, and a Covenant of 
Works, by \^ch no Man can be juftifiefd 
who is a binner, as all }yf en are, and thejeefore 
their Salvation isdefperate ; but a little matter 
will favc a Chriftian, if he be a true Believer j 
if they are but lorry for thfeir Sins, and confels 
and bewail them before God, a^ often a^ they 
commit them, and truft in the Merits and 
Righteoufnefs of Chrift^ nay, if they do but 
retraA their wicked Liv^s with' foilie dying 
<iroans and Refoluddns of living well, when 
they know they can live . no lor^r; if they 
wiln, they had lived better, when they oome 
to die, and promife, that tfey wotild Uve bet- 
ter, if they could live over their Lives again, 
this will fecure their Salvation ^ and this is dbc 
glorious Prtviledge they enjoy by being Chjeifti- 
ans, this isGofpel-grace^ thisistheParcbaic.of 
Chrift's Blood. * 

But not to enter into this DilpUte,» which I 
have faid enough bfalt^ady, certainly thefe 
Men are miftaken, and theie tain hopes will 
deceive them, if our Saviour's Rule be true. 
That to whom mnch is given^ of them jhall hi 

Vfucb 
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muck ye^m^d' For has not God given more to 
u$^ tb?ia h<5 has %o the reft of the World ? And 
}s (ha^^ aj^fon^ why^he /liould ask leis? Let us 
briegy poniider iK^hat God has done more ifor us^ 
tb^p heljas dope for the reft of the Worlds and 
i^py ):whc]^er what God- has done more for us , 
does,^exAufe us fram:any^paj;i of our Puty j or 
r^thftf whether 4t^0€s not exa<i a more perfeA 
Veriug fr om us. 

. TMGpfpei of Cl^rift: has givcai as a more 
-peri^j Hijowtedge of the Will ^ of God, and 
of: OUT Puty to mm j nay,, fcas gtyep us a more 
peiffeftJL^aw.andRvle of Life^ has in many in- 
ftaiaces^^ advanced our Puty above what the 
I>w ^ Nature, or the^ i^ of iWb/ei requi- 
r^^ at rl^aft above; wjhaitfthegener^itv of, Men 
thpilghtthciy.. did require :■ Now is. this; a re*- 
foiXy i.why Go)| um^ exicufe us from d9uig ojar 
Dstfy^: b^aufe '>ye know it better thaij pther 
Men ? Or why God fliould exped, lefs from us 
thanfromotherM^^.bepaufe we knp)ymore? 
Thifris,diredtly ccmtrary. to what oup Saviour 
tett jus : That ]Serviuni v^icb knew hh \L9fis will 
un^frefkred not himfdf ^ \mitbir did acccwding to 
biswillxjk^ll.be-ieattn wifb . many firipes : kut be 
^tha}\ htfiW not9 an4 Md\ tUngs WQrtjhy\.tf,firifefy 
tjhailbt^beaien Ti/fth /cti;^ Jtripes^ iz LuJf4;47^ 48. 
TjhiB feems.a ha?d^ layings that he which Jknev/ 
not 9. fl)pu]d be beaten at all, but our. Saviour 
. do^siiot^by this uaderftgnd a tml Ignorance, 
but an imperfed Knpwledge, winch will ex- 
tt^eMen from fuch. part§ 01 their Duty as tbey 
ivertignora?it. .Qf.4f.thif Ignorance, was npt 
thw olvnifault ,• but th-e more we kpow^ the 
m&s^ i& Qur. Duty^e^rge^^ apd t|;erqf€>re as 

our 
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biif Kno^l jdge increafes , our Account hltift 
fcncreafe with it , and that will increafe our 
Punifliment, if we know the Will of God^ and 
difobey it. Is there any ufe of Knowledge, 
but to direft otir Lives ? And could God then 
intend any thing in reVekling hi$ Will to us, 
but that we fliould obey it? Thtjnvs had 
thefe vain Conceits ; they boafted in Circum- 
cifion, and in their knowledge of the Law, 
and condemned the Heathen World for thofe 
Sins, which they theriifelves fefturely cbmmit- 
ted j as if they fhould be faved in their Sin^, 
becaufe they knew the Lawj tvhichr* forbids 
themj but the Igriorknt Heathens %fhoHld be 
damned iot theirs; But St, PW Very iharpiy and 
farcaftically ekpofts thfe Folly of this in tnc Se- 
cond Chapter to ^t^Ktmans^ throtighout the 
Whole Chapter, whicH I would d<y[ire ybu feri- 
6ufly to read and cbhfider, and then I need adj 
iio more about it. 

*^ The Gofpel gives us a more abundant afftf- 
taneci of a future State, and of the Rewardisr 
and Puniffiments of it, than the World had 
before,- for Life and Imm&rtality is krmgbt to 
Li^ht hy the Go/pel ,v arid the mofe Certain our 
Faith and Knowledge Is of another Woild, in 
all reafon it Way be etpe^d to work more 
powerfully upon our Minjds, tocon[i}uer^the 
Temptations of this life, to terrifie us' from? 
every thing that is wicked ; to taai^ff $ti ftei^ 
fafi^ unfHoveable^ always ahoiinding in the v^ark of 
the Lord, as knowing that our l^ottr JhiaU not h^ 
in i/ai^ in the Lordy X Cof. if. f8. The oef-, 
talrity of Faith is the ftf engrfi and vigour of, 
the Mind, and-therefc^e every new degree of 
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tvidence requires proix)rtionable degrees of 
Refolution, Adivity, Caution, and Circumfoe- 
dion in doing our Duty ; and as this is realon^. 
abk'tobc expecfted, lb God does cxpeA it 
from us. The Times of Ignorance God Oi^hjJked at^ 
but ntrw commandeth aB. Men e^ery where to re- 
pent ; becanfe he bath affoiitted a day wherein be 
wiU judge the world in righteoufnefs by that Man 
whom he hath ordained 9 whereof he hath gi'ven 
ajfurance unto all Meny in that he hath raifed him 
from the deady 17 A As 30^ 31. Wllile Men 
were ignorant of the other World, or had pn^ 
hr ibme uncertain Reports of it, mixed with 
fabulous Stories to increafe and nouriih Super- 
Aition, their Wickedneft was very pitiable, and 
fhaU meet with ^ more favourable Judgment: 
but we can now pretend Ignorance no longer, 
and therefore now God commands us to re- 
pent. Upon this Principle it is, that gur Savi- 
our unaided thofi Cities wherein 'rhofi rf his 
mighty^ Works were done^ becaufe they repented not : 
Woe unto thee ChorazJny woe unto thee Bethfaida j 
for if the mighty Wdrksy which have been done in 
youy had been done in Tyre and Sidony they- would 
have repented long agoe in fackclothiond aflks : but 
I fay unto youy it ptall be more tolerable for Tyre 
4md Sidon in the day of Judpnent than for you : . 
And thou Capernaum y who art exdted unpo Hear- 
veny Jhalt be brought down to Hell ; for if the 
mighty works which have been done in theey had 
been dont in Sodom , it would have remained t^ntil 
thu day : But J fay untoyouy that it jhall be more 
toleraUe for the Land of Sodom in the day ofjudg-- 
menty than for thecy 11 Matt. 20, 21, 22, 23. 
Thofe mignty Works our Saviour wi^ught in 

thele 
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• thefe Cities^ were liich powerful Convi4ions> 
as readred their Infidelity inexcufaWe , and 
that aggravated their Condemnacion^ And 
for the fciaiereafon our Saviour threate|>s. daat 
unbelieving Qeneration^ ,who faw all hisiiughty 
Works, and Jicard his admirkble Wifiom ^ 
which was ib much beyon4 whatever was feen 
or heard before. The mm of Nimwi fh^Il, rife 
^ i^ j^^S^^^^ ^g^i^^ f^^^ Genefation^ apdjliaU con- 
demn ity becauje tbey repented at the Preaching of 
y&nas ;■ and behold a greater than Jcnas is here. 
The ^ifeen of the South fh^l rife up in the\ Judg- 
meta VH^b this Generatidn^ and Jhall coftdenp$ it ; 

for Jhe came fiofff the uttermoft ^parts of the. Earthy 
to hear the 'Si;if40mcf Scljmm ; and beM4 ^ ^^^t- 
er ti^an s4ontm is hercy, 12 Lttke 41, ^^ The 
greater Viae Preacher ^$3 the greater works he 
doesj; ^d^^the greater Evideoc^* he .gives of his 

. Divine \ 4¥thqrity, \ ftilj ^hp Guilt and .CkMy- 
denuiatioQ proportionaUy increafes: And ttien 
the Infidelity of thofe who live in a ChriOian 

-Nation, dnd the Wickednefs of profeffed Be- 
lievers, who have fb oiucb greater Q^i;t:ainty of 
the -^Re^rards and Pumflunents <^f the next 
World, tha© either;. ChordTUn y pf. Bethfaida, 
or Capernaum y thQti l:iSL(iy exceeds them all, 
and t^eir Puniihnients wjil} proportionably ex- 
ceed. • 
Thus clie Gofpel has fully acquainted Qs .with 

' the whQle Difoenfetion of Grace in the, Re- 
demption of the World by our X-ord Jefus 
Cbrilli; Thsit God f<^ loved the wffrldy that he 

farue his only begotten Spn, titat vfhofoe^^fr believes {n 
imjhould not perifhy hftt ha^e everlaHingiif^y 5 Joh. 
^$. Tlwt Gnrift^/j'^e hipifelf for usy to ndeem 
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ns from sll hiquity^ and to furifie to binffelfa 
Peculiar People zealous of good works ^ 2 Tit, 14. 
That he has made' Atonement for our Sins by 
his Blood : That herein God bath comnnnied his 
Jove towards us^ that while we were yet Sinners^ 
Cbrifi died for us ; that when -be were yet Enemies y 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son^ 
^ Rom* 8. 10. And we know the Grace of our 
Lord Jefm Cbrifi y that though be was richy yet, for 
our fakes be became foor i that we through bis poverty 
tni^bt be richy 2 Cor. 8. 9. 

Here is a new Scene of Grace and Love o- 
pened, which the World was unacquainted 
with before, which prefents us with new Ar- 

Cents, and lays new Obligations on us to 
\ God J Arguments and Obligations fo en- 
dearing, fo powerful , that one would think ^ 
Humane Nature could not refift them, could ^ 
not get loofe from them. If we will not vt^ 
verence the Authority of God , yet how can 
we refift his Love ? Ifit be not enough to en-* . 
title God to our Service , that he m^de us, 
fhall we dcpy his Purchafe too ? When he has 
bought us with aTrieey the ineftimable Blood pf 
his own Son ? Ought not the Love of Cbrifi to 1 Cor. y. 
confirain us ? Could he do any thing more for '^* 
us, than redeem us from Death and Hell? 
Could he redeem us at a dearer rat6, than with 
his own Blood ? When, he could ^et nothing . 
by it, but the pleafure and fatis&dion of ma* 
kmg us happy, and the Crlory of being th? 
Saviour of Sinners ? It is a reproach to Hu- 
mane Nature, to think that fuch Love as thi$, 
flioAld not convert the World; gnd itibdue 

C « MojUf* 
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Mankind to the Obedience of God. It fs 
plain, this gives God a greater Right to us 
than niecr Creation^ and therefore gives every 
Sin of Chriflians a. double guilt ^ it Heathens 
fmned againft their Maker, Chriftians fin a- 
gainft their Maker and their Saviour too. And 
to fin againft Love, againft fufFering, redeem- 
ing, forgiving, faving Love, is a very different 
thing from finning againft Authority. We 
may call it Folly, or Madnefs to difobey our 
Sovereign Lord,^ who can, and will punilh our 
Difobedience i but to abufe, to affront, to 
grieve Love, is not the Sin of Men, though 
too many Men are guilty of it, but of a dia- 
bolical Nature. I have nothing to fay of it, but 
that it 'is the greateft Provocation in the 
, ♦ World, aijd all Men think fo ^ and thu^ much 
worfe the Sins of Chriftians are, than the Sins 
of Heathens. 

But the Love of God , and tlie Grace of 
Chrift arc not the only Motives and Argu- 
ments, which pur Redemption by the Death 
of Chrift furnillies us with, biit there are a 
great many other, and fuch powerful ones, as • 
muft greatly aggravate our guilt to fin againft 
them. ' " 

There is, not a greater* prefervative againft 
Sin, than to have a juft fenfe of the Evil of it, 
and a thorough Conridion .of God's irrecon* 
cileabJe Hatred and Difpleafure againft it, and> 
that he will certainly punifii it. NoXv indeed 
Nature does in fome meafure teach this ,• the 
Reafon of Mankind condemns; it, Mddefty 
preferves us from fome Sins, natural Averfions 

from 
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from others, till both the Modefty andAverfi- 
.ons of Nature are conquered hy,s., C]aftcm of 
linning : But then on the other hand, the Incli- 
nations of Flefk and Blood very ftrongly tempt 
us to fome Sins, wtiich ard very grateful to Flelh 
^ and Blood, and to other Sins, to gain opportu- 
nities to gratifie thofe Inclinations : and when 
Men taftethefweetsofSin, and find the prclenr 
Advantages of it, this bribes their Reafon to 
fbeak more favourably of it, ind to attribute the 
/name and averfipns of Nature to Education,and 
popular Miftakes. . 

Thus though Men have a natural fenfe of 
(jpd^s difpleamre againft Sin, and natural Con- 
fcience threatens the Judgments of God againft 
Sinners, yet the Experiepce of the World tells * 
iis,. that fnoft Men flatter themfelves, that God 
may be appeafed and reconciled to them with- 
out forlaking their Sins : Not only the Hea-- 
thens, but even Jews themfelves, thought this 
might be done by their Sacrifices, and the other 
. external Rites and Ceremonies of their Relig;- 
Cn, as appears from the frequent Coriiplaints 
pifthe Prophets about this ritatter : And though 
it cannot be denied, but that .many Chriftians 
deceive themfelves with the fame vain Hopes, 
yet this Js much more unpardonable in them, 
becaiife God has given a more undeniable Proof 
of th,e evil of Sin, and his irrecoverable Di(- 
pleafure ag^nft itythan txthtvjcws or Heathens 
had/ Fpr can there, be a niore certain Evi- 
dence qf the JEvil of Sin^ than the Death of 
Chrili ? lie died for Sin, and as the Apoftle 
' tf^iksj Condemned Jtn In the fle^, 8 Rom. 3, N6t 
G © » only 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



3 8 8 A ? radical Difcourfe concern iftg 

only condemned Sin by his excellent Sermons, 
v/iie Exhortations, /harp Reproofs, and ter- 
rible Threatniags, while he lived in the Flelh ; 
but by dying in the Flefh, by offering up his 
Body a Sacrince for Sin. Whatever Chriftfuf- 
fered, was not upoii his oWri perfonal account, . 
but for Sin ; and therefore what he fufFered ^ 
was the juft demerit of Sin, or elfe he ought 
not to have fufFered it : In him God fhews us, 
what our Sins deferve i Infamy, Reproach, 
and utmoft Scorn and Contempt^ the Agonies 
of the Mind, the Pain and Torments of the 
Bodf, and Death it felf : It was Sin, that was 
crucified , that was expofed to all diis Shame 
and Suffering in the Perfon of our Saviom: j 
• and therefore in his Sufferings, we have a lively 
Image of the Evil and Delerts of Sin,- which is 
a more convincing and fatisfecStory Evidence, 
than the fine and wbtile Reafonings of Philo- 
fophy, whichTome Men cannot underfland, and 
which none but purified Minds can feeL 

And though God declared his great Love 
to Sinners, in giving his own Son to dieY9r 
them ,' yet hereby alio he exprefTed his irrecon- 
ciieable hatred againfl Sin : Sinners may be re- 
conciled to God by the Death of Chnft, but 
Sin never can } that is condemned, is crucified 
in the Death of Chrift. Chrifl expiated Sin, 
and reconciles Sinners, by killing and deflroy-- 
ing Sin, by putting it to Shame, and Death, 
UfSn his own Grofs : And this is the XJethod 
of our Reconciliation to God in conformity 
; to the Death of Chrift ; we muft be crucified with 
Xhrifiy mufi be planted into tie likenejs of bdf 

Death j 
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Vtaih ; diat is, we muft crucific Sin in us, v/e 
mufi crueifie tbeflejh ivith its afft£Hons and lufis ; 
we muft die to Sift y the body of Sin muft be 
deftroytd i that v^t may no longer feimje fin J 
fw he that is deady is freed from fin : as 
St. Taul argues 6 Rom. and in feveral other 
places. 

And do wc need any other proof of God's 
hatred of Sin, than that he gave his own Son 
to be a Sacrifice for Sin ,• that Chrift could not 
expiate our Sins without undergoing that In- 
famy, and Scorn, and Pain, andJDeath, which 
is the defert of Sin ; that the Death and De- 
ftnidion of Sin is reprefented in that very Sa^- 
crifice, which expiates our Sins, and muft be 
aAed over again in us^ in the real crucifixion 
and Death of Sin , before we can have any 
Intereft in the Expiation of Chrift's Death : 
And can there be a more powerful DilTwafive 
from Sin than this ? 

Thus it is a mighty encouragement to re- 
penr of our Sins and forfake them, to be alTu* 
red of Pardon and Forgivenefs , if we do : 
Now whatever Reafons jews and Heathens had 
to hope for Pardon upon their Repentance, it 
is certain they had not that affurance which the 
Death and Sacrifice of Chrift gives us. We 
have now an exprels Covenant of Grace and 
Pardpn fealed with the Blood of Chrift, who 
is that Lamb of God which talteth away the Sins 
of the World i ^nd God Cannot condemn re^ 
penting Sinners, without denying the Purchafe 
of Chrift's Blood, that precious Blood of infinite 
Price and Value ; that Blood, which our gr^at 
Cc 5 High 
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HighPrieft hath carried into the Hply of Ho-^ 
lies, and whijch there pleads the Pardon of 
penitent Sinners at die Throne of Grace. God 
cannot deny himfelf, cannot deny his own 
Covenant, cannot deny his Son's "^oodij- which 
ffeaketh better things tlfan the Blood of Abel i can- 
not' deny our great High Prieft, who appearstb 
in the prefence rf^ God for usy who died for ns, 
and now li'veth for e^ver to make tntercejjion for us : 
And he who wants greater Security than this^ 
muft tell us what greater Security binners can 
have, than the Oath and Covenant of God, 
and the Blood and InterceJEon of Chrift. 

When I confider this matter, with what in- 
finite Wifdom God has contrived the Redemp- 
tion of Sinners, to cure the Degeneracy of our 
Natures, and toraife us to a pe^ed Vertue, to 
bind us fafter to himfelf in thofe fofp ^d 
charming Fetters of Love, to fpur us forward 
with all the Zeal arid Impetus that Hope and 
Fear, and Indignation, and Love, the Paffi- 
bns and Paroxyfms of a divine inflamed Love 
can give us : It amazes me to think, that any 
Chriftians ftiould flatter themfelves, that Fait;f^ 
in Chrift wjUl fave them without Works j that 
tfciere is left need for thern to be fo exaft and 
circumfped in their lives } that Sin knc^fo 
damning a thing now, fince Chrift h.as m^ade 
atonement for it, and recQnpilec} God to Sin- 
ner's, as it was before ; Had th^y no Saviour 
indeed, it would concern them to be very 
good ,• when they muft merit for themfelves ; 
' had they riot fucn a meritorious Sacrifice for 
Sin, an<} fuch a pow:erful High ^rieft, it would . , 
'.*■*' " ' be- 
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be a very dangerou«i thing to commit Sin ; but 
now Chrift has Righteoulhefe and Merit e- 
nough for us all, and we need non=e of our 
own, nothing but Faith to apply his Righteouf- 
iiels to us ; Chrift jias puUed out the Sting of 
Sin, that it cannot greatly hurt ; it cannot kill 
^ Believer,* though it may (lightly wound him, 
and draw fome Tears of Repemance from him ; 
ftnd that heals all again. 

This, if any thing in the World, is to turn 
the Grace tfGoi into Lafc%vi<kifnefsy 'to be wicked^ 
becaufe God is gOOid, tp/», becauft Grace doei 
nboifndy v/bofe danmatton is jufi. 
,. Ibefeech you, for the Love of Chrift, and 
for the Honour of his Undertaking, of his 
Death and Interceflion for us, to confider this 
"aJittle better. Cpnfider what the Gofpel 
teaches us to believe of Chrift, and how abr 
lurd and contradictious it is to fay, that fuch 
^ Faith will fave .us without HoIinef§ and Pu- 
rity of Heart. and Life. Do yoij not believe^ 
l^hSit Chrifi ga^e hipffelf . for fis , to redeem us 
from all Iniquity^ an4 to furtfie to himfclfa peculiar 
People y zealous of good Works ^ 2 Ticus.14. And 
is it reafonable to tliink, that our believing this, 
jWill fave us, unlefe we be redeemed from all Ini- 
quity y unlefs we be .purified^ unl'efs we be a Peo-- 
fie z>ealous of good U'^^rksl If Chcift faves thofe 
who are not redeemed from all Iniquity ^ who are 
not furifiedy who ax;e pot z^ealous of good Works ; 
jt is pertain he muft fave thofe for whoni he 
did not give himfelf, or muft fave them cotir 
frary to his own Intention of giving himfelf 
for thQfUi b^t however, to believe that Chrift 
P c 4 gave 
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g»ve himfelf for us, to redeem -mfrom ai Mqnity^ 
does not feem to be fuch a Faith, (if our Taith 
be true) as will juftifie us widxoiit being redeemr 
ed from all Iniquity. 

J /hall add but one thing more, wher^a 
Chriftians have a great advantage ci Jews ami 
Heathens, and have received more frofti God^ 
than they ;, I mean^ the plentiful Efipiioiis of 
the I^ly Spirit on the Chriftian Church. I 
dare not iay, that Heathens themfelves wamr-- 
ed all internal Affiilances to Virtue ; for I can 
by no fneans perfwade my f^lf, that God who 
is an infinite Spirit, fhould forfo manyAge| 
together, have no commerce with Men's Mififds 
and Spirits ; that he who governs the inanimate 
Vorld> who fleers the Kfotions of the Hea- 
vens, vfiii^ keeps Nature in its regular courfe^ 
fhould wholly negleift the radongl World, and 
the iftoral Springs of Adion, fkould not in« 
fluence thci Thou^ts and Paffions of Men, 
Ihould notify invifible Chains on their Xiifts, 
nor infpire them widi gre^t and virtuous pe-^ 
figns i efpeciaAy fince he is a great Lover of 
Vertue^ and abhors Vice, and knows the cor- 
fuptiQA and wickednefs of Human Nanui. 
withibut fome reffaraints j and ^ts weaknefi and 
indifpofition to Virtue , without Divine Im- 
Kunyusvi t)ulfes« I am lure Heathens themfelves called 
wrmjjpiwifVertuethe GfftofGbd, and afcribed all ex- 
J^^^^'^'^traordmary'E^^ Perfeftions oF 

^jp* » }^Qj^^ to the fecret Influences and Affiftance of 
th^ir Go<}§. • • ' ^ ■ ^ • 

The' Jews had theife Internal A^ifl^nce^ to 
illuminate their Minds, to influence the^ Win$% 
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to dlred their Choice, to give l^ara^h and 
Vigour to their Af&^ns ; as is plain from 
the Pfahns of DamJy wherein there are maiqr 
JPrayers to this purpofe, whik:h prove what 
his ISelief was; for nsid he not known^ that 
the Divine Spirit did ufe to affift good Men^ 
he would not have pray^ for fuch affiitance^ 
and yet this he frequently does: O tba$ mfntgpfkl 
jpoys were dlreBed U keef fbjn Stati^tes* Win^ 5- '<»• '4t 
my whole heart have I fought the§^ O kt me ^•^g''^'*!' 
wander from thy Commmdmints. BU£ed ^8^3^, 3^?^ 
thou^ O Lordy Q uach me thy Statutes. Ofen thou 
mine eyes^ that I may hehold wmdreu^ ^k^^ ^^ 
eftby Law.. I am a firangpr ufm emh^ Ude 
pei th Cammand^entt from me. Make m r# 
t$nderpand the war tftby Frecefts. — — Strengthm 
thou mey according to thy word. TitaehmCf ^Q 
Jjurdy the way of thy Precfftr, — — Gi^eme rnir 
derfiaudingy and I fiaikeefthy IjhiK r^-^ Incline 
my Heart unto thy Tefiimmesy and mt te Caver 
f^fntfs. Turn tlim mine eyes frem heheldim nfonity^ 
imdoMcien me in thy vfay. And in his FemtesH 
tisAvGtifPL he prays : Create in use a deen heart, ^, pf^|, 
O Gody andrefuw arig^ S first within me : refiere ip. 19. 
tmto methe jcy eftby Sdvaikn^ aniufhoU mewith 
fhyfi^^ Sfirit. 

But as devout Men atnong the Jews had a 
ereater Portion of tfai^ Holy Spirit^ than the 
Heathens hq:d, (b there was fijtll a n|ore plen^ 
tijful ejfolion c^ the Hdy Spirit (H the ChrifU« 
Vx Church, not only in thcoe miraculous Gifts 
9nd Powers, which were beftowed upon the 
i^pofhdidk Aep^ ami continued in Ibme me^ 
fpre in after Ages^ till Chriitiafiity was welt 
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planted in the World j but as to the reoevHng 
and fan<aifying Influences of the Holy Spirit. 
We are now born not only of .Water, but of 
the Spirit, in Baptifm, 3 John f . ^d hy me 
Spirit we are all haptiz^d into one Body -^-r*- And 
ha've hen all made- to drink into one Spirit j^ I Cof. 
1 2, r ;• So that at Baptifin we are born of the 
Spirit, which fignifies that the. Holy Spirit 
.'jives life, and is a ^w'^Principle of Life to 
us ; in the Lord's Supper we drink into one 
Spirit; which • fignifies the frefh Suf)plies and 
Communications of Grace, as We daily re- 
ceive new Supplies of Spirits firom our natural 
Meat and Drink : And 1 know not how we 
fhould have the.Spirit in a more perfe<a man- 
ned, than as a conftant Principle of Spiritual 

Butit^snotmy bufuiels to prove, what all 
Orthodox Chriftians own ; that the .Holy Spi^ 
rit is more plentifully i>eftowed upon tte ChrU 
ftiah. Church, than ever it was upon Jews or: 
Heathens, which makes our Ohedteac& to the 
Divine Laws more eafy by encreafing our 
Strength, and, cxa^ from us more perfeA At- 
» . taihmehts, as \ve glL expeft more perfeA Ser- 
viQes from our Children, as theii: Ag^ and 
Strength increafes;' * ' ' . * . 

AH thJs God has done more for us Chriftians, 
than he* has done for the reft of j;chc . World, 
and all' this Owhich : he has done itnore for us, 
mikh'k our Duty to. live better>;knd to do 
more Sembe for God thanother Meni and that 
(hakSs itvery juft for Godr'to expe<^ more frqm 
us, iatid that froves he does fq, andidien we 
' • i ' ftoul<| 
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fhoxAd tonfider ^ what manner of Terfms^ We 
Chriftians ought to be in all holy Cohwrfatiah and 
Godlinefs. If Heathens fhall be damned for 
xheir Sins againft the weak and glimmering 
Light of Nature, and the feeble Gonvidions 
of a natural Confdence, corrupted by Edu- 
cation^ by Ex^ples, by prevailing Cufioms,: 
by the Cheats and Impoftures of wicked 
Spirits, what fhall the, Condemnation of Chri- 
ftians be who negkil fo great Salivation j who 
^hen light is come into the Worlds love darknefs. 
rather than light y becaufe their deeds are evil: 
Who-fiji againft the clear and bright Light of 
the Gofpel, againft the Love of GOD, 
againft the Grace of CHRIST, agai^ the 
powerful Reftraints and Affiftances of the 
HOLY SPIRIT? Ifthofe that defpifed 
Mofe/s LaWy died without Mftcjy under two or 
sbree Witnejfes .-' of how much forer Tunijhment, 
fuffofe yey jhall he be thought worthy ^ who hatb 
trodden under foot the Son of Gody and hatb count-- 
ed fbe Bipod of the Covenant wherewith he was 
fanilified^ an unholy things ^nd hath done defpite 
unt^ the Spirit of Grace^ i o Heb. 28^ zg. Which 
is true, npf ojily of final Apoftify, but of all 
wilful Difobedieuce. The Grace of the Gof- 
pel makes our Work eafy, but our Duty more, 
and the danger of a MMcarriage greater. It 
does not require iinfiiming Obedience, but 
It requires greater Meafiir^s of Purity and 
Goodn^fs, and Uniyerial Righteouihefs, and 
I)as threatned a hotter HeU againft wicked 
phriftiaxjs. 

Thus 
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Thus Chriftians will have a greater Account 
to give than Jews or Heathens^ becaufe they 
have received more; and as the Receipts of 
ChrifUans art very uneqiial^ fo their Accounts 
will proportionably differ. Some Chriftians 
have but One Talent, others Two, others Fiv^e, 
and as no Man /hall account for more than he 
has received, fo ho*r much foever we have re- 
ceived, we muft account for it all This needs 
no proof, and it has been fuffidendy explained 
and applied above. 



The CotiCLusiON. 

Ham to knom what our Sentence mtt he at the 
l^ Judgment ? With an Exhortation to 
Reverence our own Conjciences. 

HAving thus largely difcourfed concerning 
a Fntiire Judgment, I need not mind you 
oi what Concernment it is , to know what 
Sentence Chrift will pais on us at that Day ; 
whether Came ye hleffed of nn Father^ or. Go re 
curfed into everlafiing fire. For if we muft be 
happy or miferable for ever, how can we 
content our felves to live in doubt and ioA 
pbnce, which of thefe fliall be our Pqrdoni 
what a Hell is this to live in perpetual fear of 
Hell ? How can we* fleep without dreaming of 
Lakes of Fire and Brimftone, without the 
Rightful Apparitions of damned Spirits i Wha( 
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a tranfoorting foretafte would it give us of the 
Joy's ot Heaven to ^eJ^d our Names written in 
the Book of Life ! to fee a Crown, a bright 
and glorious Crown prepared for us ! But how , 
fhall we know this ? Who fliall fearch the Re- 
cords of He^ayen for tjs ? The Anfwer is plain, 
we need not afcend up into Heaven for it, we 
have the counterpart of thofe Records in our 
own breafts. For^ as St. John tells us, if our 
heati condemn »us^^ God is greater than cur hearty 
and knQweth all things : beloved^ if our heart con- 
demn us not y then have we confidence towards 
Gody I John ;• 20, 21. That is, if our Heart 
or Conscience condemn us, then God will con- 
demn us, for h^ knows more of us than our 
own Confciences know, he knows us better 
tlian we knbw our felves j and if we know fo 
much Wickednefs by our felves, that we can- 
not but condemn bur (elves, (though every Man 
is a favourable Judge of himfelf) God, who 
knows a. great deal more of us, muft condemn 
us alfo : But if our Confcience condemn us not, 
if it acquit and ablblve, than ha've we confidence 
towards God^ a great and fure hope in God's Mer- 
cy ; that he will not condemn us : "We cannot 
have the confidence of innocent Men, becaufe 
we have been Sinners ^ but we may have the 
humblp confidence and affured hopes of return- 
ing and, repenting Prodigals, and of dutiful and 
obedient Children. 

That this is fo, the Apoftle's Authority is 
liifficient to convince us,- and yet if the Apoftle 
had not faid it, the Reafon and Nature of the 
thing fofficiently proves it. 

God 
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God has given us a certain Rule, whereby 
Ive ihall be judged, which I have now explain-^ 
ed to you : And therefore fince God will judge 
us by this Rule, if we alfb judge our felves by 
it, we may certainly know what Judgment 
God will pals on us : Fof* neither God, nor our 
own Confciences can miftake in their Judg- 
ment ,--^rid when the Rifle is the fame, and 
there can be no Miftake on either fide, the 
Judgment muft neceflkrily te the fame ; arid 
then the fame Judgment our own Confciences 
make of Us, God will make : If they con- 
demn us, God will tondemn us alfo ; if they 
fcondemn us nat, neither will God con- 
demn us j then wejhall have confidence tov/arJs 
Go J. 

There needs no Proof of this, if you will 
but confefs, that every Man knows hitnfel^ 
what his own Life and AcSHons are, and thait 
God knows every Man better than he knows 
himfelf. -If we know otir felves, and know 
our Rule ,* if we knotv what we ought tc do, 
and what we have done, we can certaiqjy 
tell, whether we have done our Duty, or not : 
If our own Cofifciences condemn us, it is- 
certain we have not done our Duty j that we 
either do what we know we ought not to do, 
or leave undone what we know' we ought to 
do, for no Man in his wit^ will accufe himfeLF 
wrongfully. Now if this bfe our cafe, our 
' Confciences do very juftly cohdenui us, and 
then God, who knows us as perfedfly as 
our own Confciences, muft condemn us alfo : 
For a guilty Sinner, who is guilty to his own 

Con-? 
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Corfcience, can never efcape the Condemna- 
tion cf a juft and righteous Judge, if he know 
his Guilt. 

Did Earthly Princes or judges. as certainly 
know the Crimes which every particular Man 
is guilty of, as God knows the Sins of all Men, 
with their particular Circumftances and Ag-^ 

fravations, every Malefador, who knows what 
.aw he has broken, and what is tlfe Punifh- 
ment of the Breach of fuch Laws, might cer- 
tainly know what his Condemnation will be, 
if he meet with a righteous Judge. 

But Earthly Judges do not always know 
Men's Perfonal Guilt , or want Evidence to 
prove it j and thus many Criminals, whofe 
- own Cohfciences cpndemn them, may efcape 
the Condemnation of Men ^ but God knows 
more of us than our own Confciences, and * 
needs, no other Evidence againft us, but our 
own Confciences, to condemn us- Earthly 
Judges are* not always upright in their Judg- 
ment, Fear or Favour may pervert their Juftice, 
but God is the Judge of all the World, and 
therefore Supream Rcditude and Juftice ; that 
no Sinner can hope to efcape his JulKce, 
whofe own Confcience condemns him j for 
if God^ ihould not condemn fuch Men, lie 
would be lefs juft than the . Confcience of a ' 
Sinner.. ' / 

But yo^&'ll fay, the Mercy of God, and the 
Merits of our Saviour, may pardon a Sinner, 
•whofe Confcience condemns him, though Ju- 
ftice caii*t: . I anfwer, .No : If Confdehce con- 
demns according to- the Rule of nhe^Gblpel, 

it 
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it condemns both for the Juftice and for th« 
2^ercy of God ; fof the Gofbel is the Gofbel 
of Grace ^ and contains all the Mercy thac 
God hath promifed to Sinners^ and if^Con* 
fcience judjging by this Rule condemns a Sin-* 
ner, the Mercy ox God will not fave, to be 
fure Gospel-Grace and Mercy, his own Con- 
icience being witnefs, cannot fare him j and 
therefore , his Salvation is. hopelefs, whilt; he 
continues in this ilate. No Man's Confcience 
which is not difturbed, or mifkuided, of 
which more prefently^ will abiblute^ condemn 
him without fome notorious and manifeftGuilt, 
and the Mercy of the Gofpel caxmot iave 
fuch a Man. He muft be conlcious to himfelf^ 
that he lives in the Commiifion of fome 
known Sin, or in the habitual negled of 
fome known Duties, without Repentance and 
Reformation, before he \yill peremptorily con* 
demn himfelf ; and the Grace of the Gofpel 
will not pardon wilful, impenitent, unreformed 
Sixmcrs. 

Thus on the other hafid ; if ^mr ConfeUnces 
d(f not condemn us y then have we confidence tirwards 
God. If we have a Confcience voidcf offence both 
towards God , and towards Alan : It we have 
the Tefiimonf of our Confcienc£s^ that in fimfUcity 
and godly finceritjy we ba^ve bad our Converfation 
in the World. If we ferve God with fuch 
2^eal, and Vigour, and Adivity, ifwefo 
abound in the work of the Lord^ in all the Fruits 
of Righteouihefs, Goodnei^, and Charity^ 
that outi own Confciences approve and com- 
mend 1^ for it, this will give us a fecure hope^ 

in- 
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in God's Mfercy, fuch i Hope, as will not wait 
Us ajhamedy ii Will not deceive us. Though we 
know nothing, hy oUrJetves^ as St. Taul fpeaks^ yet 
are we not hereby jiffiifeJ, be that judgetb us ss 
the Lord^ I Cor. 4. 4. In this Cafe it is true alfb^ 
that God is greater thah our Heart s^ and kn&weth alt 
things, ancTthcrcfore he may obferve thofe De- 
fers and ImperfeAions in iis^ which we do 
not obferve in our fclves, that the ihoft inno- 
cent and vertuous Man dares hot chdllenj^e 
Heaven as his Merit and Defeft, but vet epc- 
peds and hopes for a Reward from the Mercies 
of God^ has Confidence towards God. 

A Man's own Confcience cannot deceive 
him in this. Every Man muft know, whe- 
ther he carefuUy avoid all known and wilful 
Sins, whether he difcharge all the eifential parts 
of his Duty to God^ and Men, efpecially 
When he does atw eminent Services for Godj 
and becomes an Example of Piety and Vertue. 
A Man, whofe Confcience gives this Tefti- 
mdny to him^ may fecurely hope and rejoice 
in God i for whatever other Defeds the purt 
Eyes of God may fee in him, they are all with- 
in the Grace and Mercy of the Gofpel, and 
therefore cannot hinder his Pardon 6r his Re- 
ward. 

Thus we fee , that when Confcience abfo- 
lutely condemns, ot when without any doubt: 
or helltanfv it commends, acquit^ ^hd ab- 
folves, its Sentence is a Divine Oracle, and 
aifures us what our Judgment (ball be at the laft 
Day, if we be then found in fuch a llate i But 
there is a middle flate between thefe two,* 
D d which 
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which deferves to be confidered ; A^hen Meix 
are neither fo wicked^ as to be abfolutely con- 
demned by their ownConfciences, nor fo good, 
as to be acquitted and abfolved, which is an un- 
certain ftate between Hope and Fear. This is 
the cafe of thole Men, who have been guilty 
of very great Sins, which they had lived in 
many years ,• and thougli they are very fenfible 
of their paft "Vt^ickedneis , and heartily lorry 
for their Sins, and lerioufly relblved by the 
Grace of God to forfake them ; yet they are 
not fatisfied of the fmcerity of their Repen- 
tance, becaufe they have not with all their 
Sorrow and Refolutions conquered their Incli* 
nations to fin, nor broken the Habits of it; but 
are guilty of frequent Relapfes, and fall into 
the Commiflion of the fame Sins again ; and 
then repent and refolve again j and as time 
wears off their Sorrow for their laft Offence, 
their old Inclinations revive, and a new Temp- 
tation conquers again : Now fuch Men's Con- 
fciences neither abfolutely condemn, nor ab- 
folutely acquit them, for the Evdht is doubt- 
ful : They are not Conquerors yet, and it is 
uncertain, whether ever they will conquer; and 
therefore there Confeiences cannot yet l^eak 
Peace to them ; and yet they are not perfeft 
Slaves and Captives to Sin, but contend for 
their Liberty, and therefore their Confeiences 
do not abfolutely condemn them ; but as they 
prfevail or yield, fo their Hopes or Fears en- 
creale. 

And th^s alfo is the Cafe of thofe Men, who, 
if they commit no notorious Wickedneis, yet 

do 
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do very little Good, nothing that their Con- 
fciences can dommend them for : Who wor- 
fiiip God rather in compliance with the Cuflom 
of the Place they live in, than from a vital Scnfe 
and Reverence of God, and therefore are not 
for any Works of Supererogation : A little 
will content them, and they are glad of any 
Excufe to leflen that little ^ and all Men, 
who pretend to greater Devotion , they 
fufpeA of Hypocrify, and fome fecular In- 
terefts. 

As for Charity, though they muft own 
Charinr to be a V ertue, yet when any parti- 
cular Ad of Charity is preffed on them, they 
never want Arguments to prove, either that 
it is not Charity, or that they are not con- 
cerned in it,- whatever Kindneffes they do for 
others, are extorted by great Importunity, and 
done very thriftily, juft as Men do, what they 
have no Mind nor Inclination to. Now thefe 
Men are commonly pretty quiet and fecure, 
unlefs ibmething extraordinary awaken them; 
for they do nothing greatly to terrifie their 
Confciences, nor any thing to pleafe them ; 
and therefore their Confciences neither abfolve 
nor condemn. Such Men don't well know 
what to think of thenrfelves, nor do they much 
think of diefe matters : If they be gay, and in 
good Humour, all is very well ; if any crofi 
Accident diilurbs them, and makes them 
thoughtful, and fall out with this World, or 
worJb upon a melanchoUy Conftitution, then 
they are over-run with black and diimal 
Thoughts, and all the Miniilers in the Neigh- 
D d 2 bourhood 
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beurhood are fent for to anfWer Cafes of Con* 
Icience^ and to fpeak fuch Comfort to them, 
as their own Conlciences cannot^ and will not 
fpeak. 

Now this Cafe our Apoftle took no notice ol^ 
for indeed nothing is to be faid to it : Such 
Men cannot know by the Judgment of their 
own Confciences, what Judgment God will 
pafs on them^ becaufe their Confciences pa& 
no certain Judgment on them ; but when Con- 
fcience does give Judgment of us, when it 
abfolutely acquits, or abfolutely condemns u^j 
wc may depend on it, that God will judge 
us, as our Confciences do. 

There are fome Objeftions againft this^ 
which are eafiiy anfwered from that plain ftate 
of the Cafe, which I have aow given* As. to 
name feme. 

There are a great many very Bad Men, who 
go on in their Sins^ without any Checks and Re- 
bukes of thewr own Conlciences, much more 
without being condemned by them ,• and will 
not God condemn thefe Men, becaufe their 
own Conlciences do not condemn them? Yes, 
no doubt, he will ,• for he will condemn all 
Bad Men, whether their own Confciences at 
prefent condemn them or not. But by nop can- 
demninp the Apoftle means> acquitting and 
abfolving; which thefe Men's Confciences do 
not*: Though they do not condemn, they do 
not commend, nor abfolve neither ; that is, 
they pafs no Judgment at all, but are feared, 
ancf ftupified by Atheifm, or a long Cuftom la 
finning. When Confcience does judge, and 

does 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Future JC/DG ME NT. 40^ 

does not condemn, God will not condemn 
neither ; but thereis a great difference between 
not judging and not condemning, and therefore 
notwithftanding what the Apoftle (ays, God 
may condemn, when Conicience does not 
judge, tho* he will not condemn, wheh a 
judging Confcience does not condemn. And 
the difference between thele two^ between 
not judging, and not condemning, is verj^ evi- 
dent: for it is often fecn, that Men whcfe 
Coniciences have given them no difturbance 
fc{j; many Years, in a courfe of Sin ,• that is^ 
have never judged them ,• yet whenever their 
Confciences are awakened , ( as they fome- 
timos are, by fev^rc Providences, or at leaft, by 
the approach ol Death) then they condemn 
them, and fill them with Terror and Amaze- 
ment, 

There are other Bad Men, who do very 
wicked Things, and yet their Confciences are 
fo far from condemning them, that they com^ 
mend and applaud them. Nay, we know 
there have been thofe, whofe Confciences have 
indulg'd them In all manner of WicCednels, 
and flattered them into an Opinion of their be-^ 
ing great Saints, apd dear to God all the 
iwhile : And will not God condemn thefe Men, 
becaufe their Confciences do* not' condemn 
them,' but promife them, not only Impunity, 
but great Rewards ? 

Thus, on the other hand, m^iny very good 
Men, who, to all appearance, have liv d very 
innocent and vertuous Lives, fall under great 
Plforders ' of Mind, and not only condemn^ 
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but pals a final irrevcrfible Sentence upon them- 
felves J That they are not only at prefent in a 
State of Damnatidn, but that it is impoflible 
for them ever to get out of it, and that they 
mull be certainly damned : Now will God 
condemn thefe Good Men, becaufe their Con- 
iciences condemn them ? 

I have put thefe two Cafes together, be- 
caufe the lame Anfwer will ferve both. This 
is not the Judgment of Confcience, which 
St, John fpeaks of, but the Judgment of Opi- 
nion, and miftaken Notions in Religion, or 
of melancholly, and a diftemper'd Fancy. 

The Judgment of Confcience is that Judg- 
ment whicn we pafs on our felves, from com- 
Saring our* Lives with the Rule whereby we 
lall be judged ; and this Judgment cannot de- 
ceive us ,• for if we judge of our felves by the 
fame Rule, by which God will judge us; e- 
very Man knows himfelf fo well, that he can- 
not miftake^ and when GOD and Confci- 
ence judge by the fame Rule, their Judgment 
muft^be the fame : But if we willakcr our 
Rule of judging ,• if Confcience judge by one 
Rule, and God by another, (hen there is no 
wonder if their Judgments differ j if G O D 
condemn thofe whofe Confciences acquit 
them, and abfolve thofe whofe Confciences, 
or rather, whofe private Opinions and Fancier 
condemn them. 

This is plain from the Inftances before 
us ,• fome Men juftify themfelves in doing 
very wicked Aftions; but the reafbn is, be- 
caufe they miftake the Nature of Things, 

they 
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they call Good Evil^ and Evil Good ; and them 
their Confciences applaud and commend them 
for doing that, which is very wicked, but 
which they call good. As our Saviour tells 
his Apoftles, The time annetby when every one that 
killetb jfouy will think that he Joes God good fervice^ 
16 John 2. 

Others, who know they are guilty of very 
great Wickednefs, arc yet very confident of 
their Salvation, and full of affurance, becaufe 
they do not judge of themfelves by the Good 
or Evil which they « do, but rely upon other 
Marks and Evidences for their Salvation,- Rap- 
tures, Extafies, Enthufiafms, a^ prefumptuous 
Faith in Chrift, an inefFedual Sorrow for Sin, 
feme arbitrary and fanciful Signs of Ele<fti- 
on, &c. Now indeed, thefe Men's Confcien- 
ces do condemn them, for they accufe them of 
great Wickednefs, but they will not believe the 
Judgment of their own Confciences, but judge 
of their final State, by their own miftaken Fan- 
cy and Opinion j| and therefore according to 
tne Apoftle's Rule, God will condemn tnefe 
Men, for their own Confciences condemn 
them, though they will not believe the Judg* 
ment of their Confciences ; but juftify them- 
felves in contradidion to it, when Confcience 
condemns. 

Other Men, who are not condemned by 
their own Confciences; that is, who cannot 
charge thenifelves with any great Guilt, who 
arc not confcious t6 themfelves, that they have 
lived in any known Sin, or in the habitual neg- . 
left of any material and efTential Part of their 
P d 4 ; Duty, 
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Duty, yet they fironglv fancy that GOD wtD 
condemn them^ that tney are under the Sen-* 
tence of Reprobation, tnaf; they have finmd 
againil the Holy Ghoft, though what that Sin 
is, they know not : They want the Teftimony 
of the Spirit, to affure them of their Eledioni 
they have never felt the Spirit of Bondage, and 
therefore they fear, they have not the Spirit 
of Adoption j that is , they have never felt 
the Horrors and Agonies of guilty Sinners, be- 
caufe by the Grace of GOD, and the Blel^ 
fing of a pious and vertu©u!5 Education, they 
have always been preferved from thofe fright^ 
ful. Sins, which amaze the Confcience j and 
tliercfore they fear it is but a falfe Peace they 
feel, that God is not in this foft and cadm 
Voice of Confcience, becaufe they have never 
heard nor fpen the Thundrings an() Light* 
nings from Mount Sinai : Or though mey 
maintain a great Reverence for God, and wor- 
ihip him with all Humility of Soul and Body, 
yet they do not feel thofe flights of Devotion, 
thofe melting and languifliing Paffions, which 
fome good Men feel ; or if at any time they 
are tranfported beyond themfelves, 2Lai feel 
their Hearts all on f ir6 with ILove and Devoti- 
on;, thefe Fits are but fliort, thefe Boilings and 
Fermentations go off, and they return to a calm 
and even Temper, and then they think they 
grow told, and that the Spirit* or GOD hath 
forfaken them ; Now it ^ iplamalfp, that 
thefe Men's Confciences do not condemn them, 
for they charge them with no fuch Guilt, as 
the Goipel of Chrift will condemn them for, 

' ' ' -:''-'' .... V but 
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ku they are condemned only bv falCe Opini- 
ons^ or by a mifguided and dilturbed Fancy. 
In both thefe Cafes Men abfolve or condemn 
themi^ve$> not by the Judgment and Tcfti- 
mony of Ck>nfcience^ but by their miftaken 
Notions and Opinions^ and God is not con- 
cerned to confinn and to ratifie fuch a Judg^ 
ment. 

The Sum is this : When St. John telk us. 
That if our Confcience condemn us , God 
will condemn us ; but if our Confcience do 
not condemn us, neither will God condemn 
us : He means by Confcience^ that Judgment, 
which Men make of themfelves, by a compa- 
ring their lives and Ai^ions with the Rule, 
by Which GOD will judge us ; for Confci- 
ence judges, not by making new and arbitra- 
ry Rules of Judgment, but by giving Teftimo- 
ny to our Lives and Adions. The Judgment 
of Confcience is no more but this. Whether 
we have obeyed, ordifobeyed, the Laws of die 
Gofpel^ Whether we ha^e done thofe tfaingn^ 
which the Goipel threatens to puni/h, or 
which it promiles to reward j but when wt 
judge our A&ibns by &lfe Notions of Good 
and Evil, contrary to the Gofpel of our &a« 
viour, we judge by a falfe Rule, and then our 
Judgment muft be falfe ,* and wben we judgo 
our (elves not by the Nature of our Worn, 
as God will judge us, and as Confci^nco 
judges, but by G^uuiions and Fancies, and 
tome Arbitrary iuid Enthuiiaftick Marks and 
Signs ; this is not the Judgment of Confcience, 
which judge; poly of ou( Worlo, bttt the 

Judf^ 
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Yadgment of private Opimons^ Conceits and 
Fancies ; and though God will judge us^ as 
Coi^cience judges^ yet he will not judge us^ 
as Opinion^ Fancy^ Enthufiafm^ or Mdaocho- 
ly judge us. 

Thus we fee* how we may know^ what 
our Sentence mall be. at the Day of Judg- 
ment : Two forts of Men may certainly know 
what their Sentence fhalt be^ and a third fort 
may know the great Danger they are in^ if 
they will but liften to the Judgment of their 
own Confcience. Men^ whoife Confciences 
abfolutely condemn them, may certainly ex- 
pect: , that God will condemn them ; For 
when, their Guilt is fo notorious^ that they are 
forced to condemn themfelves, why mould 
they think, that a juft and righteous Judge 
will not condemn them ? Thofe whofe Con- 
fciences do not condenm them, /hall certain- 
ly be pardoned and rewarded by the Merr- 
cies of God : Thofe, whofe Confciences will 
neither condemn nor abfolve them, but do 
both by turns, are in a very doubtful and 
hazardous State ; their Salvation as yet is very 
uncertain, and it concerns th%m to vJin-k out 
their ,S^li/atUn with fear and trembling, and to 
gwe all diligence to make their calling and eleStion 
Jnre^ • 

And /hould not this teach us to reverence 
the Jixigment of Confcience as a Divine Sen- 
ttace ? JNot to provoke our Confciences to 
Condemn us ,• to obey their Admonitions, and 
to reform at their Rebukes and Cenfures ? 
Vhat would Sinnejsxhiak, /hould they hear 
• ' / / then\- 
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themfelve^ condemned by God; every * ttihe 
they commit a known and wilful Sin? And 
yet Confcience is the Tribunal of God, judges 
for God, and condemns us in God's Name, 
and by his Authority, and God will confirm 
and execute its Sentence, and therefore Con- 
fcience is a very venerable Judge* 

And ought we not diligently to hearkctt 
to that Judgment i which Confcienc? paffes 
on us ? This, I am fiire, is oif vaft concernment 
both to bad and to good Men, whether it 
condemn or abfolve. Bad Men indeed are 
very much afraid of their own Confciences, 
becaufe they reprove and condemn them> 
and threaten them with Hell-fire, and there- 
fore they fly from their Confcienccis . witt 
not hear them, and will not fuffer them to 
fpeak : But what do they get by this, but to 
drop fecurely an^ quietly into Hell, and then 
Confcience will ipeak, and never be filent 
more : If they will not hear their Coniciences 
now^ thcjy muft hear theil- Judge at the laft 
Day^ Though Confcience be nevetfo fevere 
in Its Reproofs and Ceniures, they are the 
Reproofs of a Friend ,• the Judgment of Con- 
science is only to warn us of the Judgment 
of God, to warn us to fly from the Wrath to 
come ; and would Men hearken to their own 
Confciences, it would give check to them, and 
reform their live^j if we would patiently 
hear Confcience threaten us with' Hell-fire, it 
would be the moil effedual Means to. prevent 
our falling into it. 

But 
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'Bat what is the Joy and Triumph of k 
good ConTdence^ which (pftaks Peace to us^ 
and gives us a lecure Hope in God ; which 
g^ves 415 the joyful Profpeft of Eternal Re- 
wwds^ of a Crown^ and a Kingdom^ of thofe 
Rivers of Pleafures which are at God's Right- 
Hand ! When with St ?aul we can (ay ; / 
have fot^bt ^ lO0d Fizbtf I Aavefinijhed my courfsy 
I have keft tSe Faith, henceforth is laid uf far 
me a Crewn of Righteoufnefsy which God the rigbter 
ous Judge will give me at that day, 2 Tim. 4. 

This is a happy State indeed, a plerophory 
9nd fall aiTurance of Hope, which makes Good 
Men impatiently long tor the Day of Judg- 
ment, to be put into the Pofleffion of fo great 
a Happineis ; and there is^no way to have this, 
but from the Teftimony of our own Con- 
fdence : The ftoly Spirit does indeed give 
Teflimony to Good Men, and fill them with 
Joys unffeakahky andfutlofOlory :. But then the 
S fir it beanth witnefs with our Spirits, that we are 
the Sons of God, 8 Rom. 16. IJnlefs our Con- 
fciences give Teftimony to us, the Holy Spirit 
never does; all Pretences to the Temmony 
of the Spirit without tMs , are Cheats and 
Delufions : And Confcience will never give 
this Teftimony to us, without a tried and ex« 
perienc'd Vertue, till the Flefh be fubdued to 
the Spirit ; rill our Minds are refined and 
purified, and our Converfatiom adorn'd with 
all Divine and Heavenly Graces. Every new 
Conqueft we rain over this World, every 
new degree of Strength and Vigour in fer- 

Ving 
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ving God, our Incrcafe in Charity, and aU 

food Works, will add hew Degrees to our 
[ope ,• our Confciences will give the more 
ampk Teftimony to us ; and that ^ves, us 
greater confidence towards God, which will 
make us joyfully expeft that blefled hope, and 
glorious abearance of the great Go J, and our 5!4- 
wourJe/usChriJf. 
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